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By KATHY ANEY 

East Oregonian

The Dean of the House has 

died.
Bob Jenson, who died Saturday 

at age 86, served 18 years and 

nine terms in the Oregon House 

of Representatives until he retired 

in 2015. The Pendleton legislator 

started his fi rst term in 1997 and 

served so long his colleagues 

dubbed him “the Dean of the 

House.”

“He was unique in that he ran 

as a Democrat, as an Independent 

and as a Republican,” said former 

state senator David Nelson. “He 

won every time.”

Jenson’s wife, Evelyn, remem-

bers her husband wrestling with 

the idea of changing his political 

affi liation.
“He was a Democrat at heart, 

but he recognized that it wasn’t a 

good fi t with his district,” Evelyn 

said. “He tried to be an Indepen-

dent, but that leaves you bereft of 

any infl uence.”
He did, however, get a kick 

out of being “a caucus of one.” 

Neither of the parties completely 

fi t Bob, she said — fi scally, he was 

more conservative and socially, he 

leaned left. He seemed unfettered 

by party lines.

Evelyn still hasn’t wrapped 

her head around the idea that her 

beloved husband of 46 years is 

gone. The normally clearheaded 

Evelyn says she’s feeling fuzzy 

and disoriented as she grapples 

with the loss. Their large close-

knit family is unmoored. Even 

the dog, a Chesapeake Bay 

Retriever who spent recent weeks 

camped out at Bob’s bedside, 

wanders around the house looking 

confused and unsettled.

“She’s been inconsolable,” 

Evelyn said. 

Their family — four chil-

dren, 11 grandchildren and 13 

great-grandchildren — fl owed 

in and out of Jenson’s Pendleton 

home on his last day. His death 

ended an on-and-off struggle with 

cancer that lasted fi ve years.

His time in the Oregon Legis-

Elder statesman leaves lasting mark 
Bob Jenson: May 11, 1931 - Jan. 6, 2018

By KEN RITTER

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The Nevada 

rancher accused of leading an 

armed standoff that stopped federal 

agents from rounding up his cattle 

in 2014 walked out of a courthouse 

in Las Vegas a free and defi ant man 

Monday, declaring that his fi ght 

against U.S. authority is not over.

Cliven Bundy emerged to 

supporters’ cheers, while environ-

mental and conservation advocates 

worried that 

the dismissal 

of his charges 

would bolster 

“violent and 

racist anti-gov-

e r n m e n t ” 

followers who 

aim to erode 

e s t a b l i s h e d 

parks, wildlife 

refuges and 

other public 

lands controlled by U.S. offi cials.

“We’re not done with this,” the 

71-year-old Bundy declared in his 

fi rst minutes of freedom since his 

arrest in February 2016.

The family patriarch and states’ 

rights fi gure said he had been held 

as a political prisoner for 700 days 

and promised that if U.S. Bureau 

of Land Management agents come 

again to seize his cattle over unpaid 

grazing fees, they will encounter 

“the very same thing as last time.”

“The whole world is looking 

at us,” he said. “‘Why is America 

acting like this? Why are we 

allowing the federal government, 

these bureaucracies, to have 

armies?’ That’s a big question the 

whole world wants to know.”

The stunning collapse of the 

federal criminal case against Cliven 

Bundy and his sons Ryan and 

Ammon marked a new low for 

government lawyers whose work 

is now under review by the Trump 

administration. Prosecutors have 

faced several losses in Oregon and 

Nevada arising from armed Bundy 

standoffs over federal control of 

vast stretches of land in the U.S. 

West.
U.S. Attorney General Jeff 

Sessions launched an investigation 

into the Nevada case last month 

after Chief U.S. District Judge 

Gloria Navarro declared a mistrial. 

On Monday, she dismissed outright 

all 15 counts against Bundy, his 

sons and Montana militia leader 

Ryan Payne.

“The court fi nds that the 

universal sense of justice has been 

violated,” Navarro said as audible 

gasps and sobs erupted in a court 

Cliven Bundy 

emerges free, 

defi ant after 
case tossed

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

Months of rumors were fi nally 

confi rmed Monday: the Pend-

leton Round-Up Association has 

acquired the Albertsons property. 

Located across Southwest 

Court Avenue from the Round-Up 

Grounds, the vacant grocery store 

and its accompanying parking lot 

will join a host of properties on 

Southwest 18th Street and South-

west Byers Avenue, to the east of 

the Round-Up Grounds. 

“This acquisition marks a 

huge step for our organization,” 

Round-Up President Dave 

O’Neill said in a statement. “It is a 

welcome addition to our campus as 

we continue to experience success 

and the growth of our event.”

Round-Up Publicity Director 

Randy Thomas said the property 

has been on the rodeo association’s 

radar since the Albertsons building 

was vacated in 2014 and the prop-

erty was put on the market. 

“It’s a pretty obvious, strategic 

piece because it’s right across the 

Pendleton Round-Up buys Albertsons, adds to collection of properties

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Rep. Bob Jenson sits on the Ways and Means committee Feb. 5, 2013, 

in the state capitol in Salem.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Pat Beard, left, gestures while giving a tour of the Round-Up Grounds to a group with Travel Pendleton on Monday. The Round-Up 

Association announced it has purchased the old Albertsons store across from the Round-Up Grounds.

REAL ESTATE ROUND-UP

Bundy
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HERMIS
TON

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

A planned $220 million expansion 

of Lamb Weston’s french fry making 

operation in Hermiston will come 

with a 15-year property tax break.

The Hermiston city council voted 

unanimously on Monday to offer 

its fi rst Long Term Rural Enterprise 

Zone Agreement, in contrast to 

previous three to fi ve year agree-

ments with DuPont Pioneer Seed, 

Shearer’s Foods and Eastern Oregon 

Telecom. 

While other enterprise zone 

agreements have exempted 

companies from paying anything in 

property taxes at all, however, the 

15 year agreement offered to Lamb 

Weston includes payments in lieu of 

property taxes that will equal about 

42 percent of what the company 

would have paid in property taxes. 

Those payments will total $1 million 

per year for 15 years, split evenly 

between the city of Hermiston and 

Umatilla County. 

Assistant city manager Mark 

Morgan said the city had to work 

hard to compete with Boardman, 

Patterson and other regional Lamb 

Weston facilities for the expansion, 

which is expected to bring in at least 

140 new jobs. The jobs are required 

to meet or exceed Umatilla County’s 

average wage — currently about 

$18 per hour — with a total compen-

sation package worth 130 percent of 

the average wage.

“It’s safe to say this investment 

would not occur without the approval 

of this agreement,” Morgan said. 

The Umatilla County Commis-

sion has already approved the 

agreement. 

Lamb Weston gets extended tax break,

will pay $1 million a year for 15 years

City, county will use 

revenue for water 

infrastructure project

See HERMISTON/8A

REVIVING THE UNION CLUBLIFESTYLES/1C

UMATILLA BEATS IRRIGON
SPORTS/1B

ELK HOOF DISEASE 6C

142nd Year, No. 63 

WINNER OF THE 2017 ONPA GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

$1.50

JANUARY 13-14, 2018

WEEKEND EDITION

Kathy 
Aney

Comment

I 
love a good storm. When lightning sizzles through the sky and rain batters the window glass, I can’t look away. I pull up a chair. 

If the storm rages inside my body, however, it’s quite another matter.When my husband Bill got the fl u a couple of weeks ago, I brought him soup and tea. I didn’t worry about getting the fl u. After all, I hadn’t seen a doctor for anything 
other than 
a routine checkup in years. I exercised every day and ate plenty of vegetables. I arrogantly believed I was so healthy, fl u would take one look and back away, hands lifted in a gesture of submission. A virus would bounce off my body like hot oil in a Tefl on pan, right? 

Wrong.
Several days ago, my chest tightened and a chill reverberated through my body. Shaking it off, I went on with my day. Within hours, fl u hit me over the head with a tire iron, or so it seemed. I had the classic array of infl uenza symptoms: diffi culty breathing, sore throat, runny nose, fever, cough and weakness. I slept for 24 hours straight.I wrote about the fl u just before I got sick. In the story, Dr. Ann Thomas, public health physician for the State of Oregon said fl u season had taken off dramatically in the last few weeks. Thomas predicted a record-setting season. She urged people to run to the nearest pharmacy 

A dark  
and 

stormy 
night

See FLU/12A

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNANEast Oregonian

Umatilla County’s mental 
health provider has been given 
until Feb. 20 to make key changes 
to its crisis services or risk losing 
its contract. 

Lifeways Inc., the community 
mental health program in Umatilla 
County, was put on notice by its 
administrative organization, 
Greater Oregon Behavioral 
Health, Inc. 

In a statement, GOBHI CEO 
Kevin Campbell said Lifeways 
will likely need to hire an outside 
consultant to oversee the program.

“It has become quite clear 
that things are not improving fast 
enough,” he said in the release. 
“We believe that it’s time for 

Lifeways, Inc. to get some outside 
help.”

Campbell said he could not say 
who the consultant would be, but 
that it would be someone from 
within Oregon. He said the goal of 
the new position would be to listen 
to community partners, meet the 
needs of law enforcement and get 
a mobile crisis service completely 
functional.

“We think that will happen 
quicker if [...] the outside party 
is accountable to both Lifeways 
and GOBHI,” he said. “We’re 
not talking about taking over the 
program — we’re talking about 
bringing in professional help.”Campbell said Lifeways had 

been trying to improve their crisis 

GOBHI: Lifeways crisis services below standards

EO fi le photo

Lifeways Inc., the community mental health program in Umatilla 

County, has been given until Feb. 20 to make key changes to its 

crisis services or risk losing its contract. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Pendleton High School freshman Daniel Lamont was homeless for about four months last year living in a tent with his mother in the 

backyard of a family member’s house. During that time, Lamont said he spent a lot of his time at the Pendleton Public Library.

PENDLETON

More inside
Flu season hitting earlier than usual

REGION/3A

“It has become quite clear that 
things are not improving fast enough. We believe that it’s time for Lifeways, Inc. to get some outside help.”— Kevin Campbell, GOBHI CEO

Homeless in high school
3 percent of Pendleton students in impermanent housing

By ANTONIO SIERRAEast Oregonian

According to state statistics, nearly 
3 percent of Pendleton students get up, 
go to school and then fi nd themselves 
sleeping in a tent or crashing on a 
couch for the night.For Pendleton’s homeless student 

population, high school life is about 
enduring impermanent housing while 
balancing their lives at school. For the Lamonts, the difference 

between having a roof over their head 
was a missed deadline. Tasha Lamont and her 15-year-old 

son Daniel were kicked out of their 
subsidized housing when she didn’t 
turn in her recertifi cation paperwork to 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development in time.Tasha said she takes full respon-

sibility for the mishap, but she also 
didn’t know where else to go. She 
wasn’t in a domestic abuse situation or 
addicted to drugs, so shelters geared to 
help people dealing with those situa-
tions were not available. The pair could go to places like the 

Pendleton Public Library or Walmart 

during the day, but fi nding an over-
night place proved more diffi cult. The 
Pendleton Warming Station doesn’t 
accept anyone under 18, so Tasha had 
to cross that off her list as well. By August, the Lamonts had settled 

into their only option: a tent in a family 
member’s backyard. Daniel said the following months 

in the tent were tough, especially 
when he had to get up in the morning 
without heat. 

He tried to keep his homelessness 
under wraps, but rumors began to 
spread. Whenever a classmate dropped 
him off after school, he would get 
questions as to why he went through 
the back instead of to the front door. 

He would tell them that his family 
would let him in through the back 
door, but that didn’t stop the gossip 
from continuing to churn. 

See LIFEWAYS/12A

See STUDENTS/12A

Homelessness increases in Oregon
Every two years, during the last ten days of January, there is a na-

tionwide effort to count every homeless person in the United States. 

The last such point-in-time effort took place in 2017. According to the 

Oregon Department of Housing and Community Services:

• The number of people experiencing homelessness in Oregon was 

13,953. This was a 6 percent increase since 2015.

• 70 percent of this population were people living in households 

without children• About one out of four homeless people were in households with 

children, and were more likely to be sheltered

• 4 percent of the homeless population, or 605 people, consisted 

of unaccompanied children under the age of 18.

• There were 3,387 chronically homeless people, making up 

24 percent of the total homeless population.
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Your Weekend

Cabin Fever Concert 
in Hermiston Saturday

•

Dancing with your 
Hermiston Stars

•

Rev. Deacon Chuck 
Barnes Ordination

•

 For times and places see Coming Events, 5A

Warner Bros. Pictures via APA hyperintelligent bear who spreads joy and marmalade hunts down a book thief that threatens to ruin his aunt’s 100th birthday in “Paddington 2.”
For showtime, Page 5A For review, Weekend EO

Weekend Weather
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East Oregonian

With about 7,500 acres of former Umatilla Chemical Depot land now in the hands of the Oregon National Guard, the Oregon Military Department is planning to invest $25 million to improve the facilities.
According to a report Thursday from the public affairs offi ce of the Oregon National Guard, the new training center west of Hermiston will be used for weekend and annual training requirements for the Guard and other military branches. It will also house the 249th 

Camp 
Umatilla 
training 
center to 
get $25M 
upgrade 

Fri Sat Sun

Catch a movie

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

The Eastern Oregon Trade and Event Center has been directed to report to the Hermiston Planning Commission each month leading up to the next Umatilla County Fair after failing to meet multiple conditions of a parking variance granted by the city.Commissioners said during a meeting Wednesday that they supported the 

fair and the Farm-City Pro Rodeo and wanted those events to succeed, but they couldn’t turn a blind eye to the infractions committed during the 2017 Umatilla County Fair.
“We can’t make EOTEC above everyone else in the city we have a responsibility for,” Phil Hamm said.

The EOTEC board had obtained a variance from the planning commis-sion in 2017 allowing some parking and traffi c 

requirements to be waived during large events with more than 2,000 people in exchange for meeting certain conditions. But most of the six conditions were not met during the 2017 fair and rodeo, including requirements to notify neighbors and to submit an event permit application, a lighting plan, an overfl ow parking plan and shuttle ridership count. The events 

EO fi le photo

Parking lot attendant direct traffi c at the 2017 Umatilla County Fair in Hermiston.

Taking a spin 
on the wheelABOVE: Erika Anuca’s hands are covered in wet clay 
as she uses her fi ngers to build up the sides of a 
piece of pottery while taking a beginning wheel 
throwing pottery class Thursday at the Pendleton 
Center for the Arts. Anuca said she found an old 
notebook with notes in it from the last time she 
took a pottery class 20 years ago.
RIGHT: Instructor Marie Pratuch demonstrates how 
to start the walls of a pot while teaching a be-
ginning wheel throwing pottery class. This is the 
eighth time Pratuch has taught this class at the arts 
center and she said there was so much interest in it 
she had to open a second class.

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

PENDLETON

HERMISTON

By JAYATI 
RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

When a car swerves off the road but a Breath-alyzer shows the 
driver has no 
alcohol in their 
b l o o d s t r e a m , 
police have to 
determine if the 
person is under the infl uence 
of something 
else and what 
is causing the 
impairment.

To answer 
these questions, 
most agencies 
have trained 
drug recognition experts, offi cers 
who use a 
12-step protocol 
at a hospital or 
police station 
to recognize 
when someone 
is impaired by a substance other than alcohol. 

Sgt. Josh Roberts, one of two such experts for the Umatilla County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce, said offi cers have to go through a lengthy training program to become certifi ed.
After applying to the position, candidates spend 

a few days dedi-
cated to basics.

“We make 
sure the candi-
dates can appro-
priately do and interpret fi eld 
sobriety tests,” 
Roberts said. 

T h r o u g h 
a two-week 
course, candi-
dates review 
how drugs affect 
a person’s brain 
and body and study the specifi c 
effects of seven 
categories of 
drugs. Those 
include cannabis, 
p r e s c r i p t i o n 
drugs, metham-
phetamines and cocaine. 

The candidates also have to study a matrix 

Offi cers become experts in spotting
drug impairment

Gutierrez

Jons

Planning commission questions EOTEC’s failure to meet conditions

Two-week course reviews cannabis, prescription drugs, meth and cocaine

See UMATILLA/8A

See DRUGS/8A

See EOTEC/8A
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By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

Jeff Blackwood sat back and listened, 

his brown eyes trained on the keynote 

speaker at the annual meeting (the fi rst 

annual meeting) of the Eastern Oregon 

Climate Change Coalition.

Blackwood would soon be announced 

as the group’s choice as 2018 Climate 

Champion, given to an Eastern Oregonian 

who raises local public awareness about 

climate change. 

But Blackwood didn’t know that yet.

In front of the Blue Mountain Commu-

nity College meeting room, Pendleton 

Fire Chief Mike Ciraulo talked about 

mammoth wildfi res resulting from years 

of intense fi re suppression coupled with 

climate change. Ciraulo, who came to 

Oregon from California, has fought fi re 

for 35 years. The job is getting harder.

“I’ve seen change,” he said.

California has always had plenty of 

fi re on the landscape. Ciraulo spoke of 

the frustration of working to save neigh-

borhoods nestled into brushy and forested 

areas. He remembered packing up fi re 

equipment afterwards and knowing they 

would someday return.

“We knew we would be back in 20 

years,” he said. “They will rebuild and 

it’ll burn again.”

Fast-forward to today and the rise of 

the megafi res — infernos that exceed 

100,000 acres. Hotter temperatures mean 

busier fi re seasons. 
Firefi ghters from all around the nation, 

Megafi res a growing concern for Climate Change Coalition

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Pendleton Fire Chief Mike Ciraulo speaks Saturday about how 

fi re seasons are getting longer and more intense at Blue Moun-

tain Community College.

Jeff Blackwood receives 

climate champion award

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

One year ago, the Pendleton Down-

town Association left the Pendleton City 

Council chambers with one year of salary 

for their executive director and a stern 

warning to spend that year looking for 

alternative sources of funding.

On Tuesday, Molly Turner, the associ-

ation’s executive director, returned to the 

council and asked that the city help fund 

her position permanently. 

Not including city staff members, 

about 25 people packed the council 

annex room to support the association for 

a council workshop, a monthly meeting 

that usually attracts two or three members 

of the public.

In front of the council once again, 

Turner made her pitch.

Under Turner’s stewardship, she said 

the association’s membership rose to 90 

members and is expanding its executive 

board from seven members to nine.

The association has also spent the 

past year creating and sustaining events 

like the Pendleton Holiday Stroll and 

Pendleton Comes Alive. More events 

are planned for 2018, including a pub 

crawl and a three-on-three basketball 

tournament.

Turner also highlighted the initiatives 

the association has either implemented 

or is in the process of developing, like 

a downtown tree replacement program, 

a shopper’s survey and a secret shopper 

program.
Through grants the association has 

obtained for projects like the Rivoli 

Theater restoration or fencing near the 

railroad tracks, Turner calculated that the 

association has generated $5.74 for each 

dollar the city has spent on her salary.

While the association has looked 

toward other sources of funding, Turner 

said grants that cover operational costs 

are hard to come by. 

“We’re constantly seeking new and 

alternative grant source for funding, but 

there just aren’t many out there,” she said. 

Turner proposed the city contribute 

$55,000 annually to the downtown asso-

ciation’s operations for the next two years, 

then giving $40,000 for every year after 

that. She added that the city’s funding 

would eventually be supplemented by an 

estimated $35,000 from other sources, 

including membership dues, corporate 

sponsorships and fundraising events.

Turner said other downtown orga-

nizations receive funding from their 

local government, including groups in 

Downtown 

association 

asks for 

permanent 

funding

PENDLETON

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

The Hermiston City Council 

vented frustration with the Eastern 

Oregon Trade and Event Center 

on Monday after hearing the 

center needs $1.2 million and that 

the board has not yet adopted an 

offi cial vision or longterm plan.

“Something has got to change,” 

Mayor David Drotzmann said. 

“These knee-jerk reactions and 

decisions don’t solve problems, 

they create them.”

The EOTEC board hired the 

venue-management company 

VenuWorks to operate the project 

starting Jan. 1, and one of the fi rst 

things the company did was put 

together a list of everything they 

needed to run EOTEC. The list 

ran the gamut from lawnmowers 

to storage sheds to completion of 

the RV park. The cost of fulfi lling 

those needs was estimated at $1.2 

million. 
Byron Smith, who is the 

EOTEC board chair as well as 

the Hermiston city manger, said 

VenuWorks’ original estimate 

that EOTEC could break even 

by 2020 is only true if the city 

and Umatilla County purchase 

the equipment (instead of adding 

rental costs to the operations 

budget), and if the RV park is 

completed so that it could become 

a source of revenue.

At a previous meeting, the 

Councilors blast EOTEC for lack of planning

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston Parks and Recreation Director Larry Fetter says his department will be taking inventory and reevaluating the 

capabilities of the Hermiston Community Center. 

HERMISTON

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

The Hermiston Conference 

Center will now be known as 

the Hermiston Community 

Center after the city council 

approved a series of changes 

in policy and pricing at the 

building.
The city of Hermiston’s 

parks and recreation depart-

ment took over management 

of the center from the Greater 

Hermiston Area Chamber of 

Commerce on Jan. 1.

During Monday’s city 

council meeting parks and 

recreation director Larry 

Fetter said the goal of the 

policies adopted by the city 

is to “retain the original intent 

of the community center as 

a gathering space and home 

for diverse cultural and recre-

ational programming.” The 

city hopes now that the Eastern 

Oregon Trade and Event 

Center plus the new Maxwell 

Siding Event Center can take 

over some of the weddings 

and quinceañeras previously 

New focus on ‘community’

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Participants in an agricultural safety seminar fi le out of the 

Hermiston Conference Center.

Council changes name, policies 

at former conference center

“Something has got to change.  

These knee-jerk reactions and decisions 

don’t solve problems, they create them.”

— Mayor David Drotzmann

See EOTEC/8A

See COMMUNITY/8A

See CLIMATE/8A

Council to form committee 

to look at funding sources

See PENDLETON/8A
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By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Gov. Kate 
Brown’s priorities for the 
2018 legislative session 
include efforts to pay down 
the state’s public pension 
liability and tighten restric-
tions on gun ownership.

Brown, who is running 
for reelection in November, 
released fi ve proposals 
Wednesday, ahead of the 
short session that begins Feb. 5 and 
will last up to 35 days. 

Here are the governor’s proposals:
� Gun control: This proposal lays 

out a previously voiced desire of the 

governor to close the “Boyfriend 
Loophole” by modifying state law to 
bar people convicted of misdemeanor 
stalking and/or domestic violence 
from purchasing a fi rearm.

The bill would also make sure that 
the “appropriate authorities” 
are notifi ed when someone 
who is prohibited by law 
from buying a fi rearm tries 
to buy one, and have the 
state track information 
about those cases to learn 
where the reporting system 
can be improved.

� Affordable housing: 
The proposal would allow 
the state to temporarily 

waive fees and education require-
ments (in favor of training experience 
“on the job”) for construction profes-

Governor Brown releases priorities for short session

Neil Brown

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

Pendleton City Council presi-
dent Neil Brown said Wednesday 
he won’t seek re-election in 
2018.

“I think two terms is appro-
priate,” Brown said. “I think we 
need some new blood.” 

He said now that he is 
semi-retired and downsizing his 
business, NWB Sales, he is dedi-
cating more of his time toward 
traveling.

Brown encouraged residents 
of Ward 3, which includes McKay 
C r e e k , 
Southgate 
and Tutuilla 
Road, to 
jump into 
the race 
to replace 
him. Brown 
said he 
has talked 
with some 
people about the prospect, but 
he’s “shooting blanks” so far. 

The other three council 
incumbents whose seats are up 
for election — John Brenne in 
Ward 1, McKennon McDonald 
in Ward 2 and Jake Cambier 
in an at-large position — have 
fi led their campaign paperwork, 
according to city recorder Andrea 
Denton.

No challengers have yet fi led. 
The deadline is March 6. 

Brown was a former Pend-
leton planning commissioner 
who ran unopposed to win his 
fi rst term in 2010, turning in his 
fi ling paperwork just minutes 
before the deadline. Brown did 
not face any opposition in 2014 
either, easily winning a second 
term. 

While Brown is leaving, the 
council’s newest incumbent is 

Neil Brown
won’t seek
third term
Three other incumbents  

have filed for re-election

File photo

Gov. Kate Brown has released fi ve proposals ahead of next month’s 
short session of the Oregon Legislature.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Lineman C.J. Christensen with Eastern Oregon Telecom works on moving an internet cable line on Wednesday in Umatilla.

Gun control, PERS reform 
among top concerns

See COUNCIL/8A

See PRIORITIES/8A

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
and GEORGE PLAVEN

EO Media Group

During his speech Monday at the American 
Farm Bureau Federation convention in Nash-
ville, Tenn., President Donald Trump signed two 
executive orders aimed at improving broadband 
internet access to rural America.

The fi rst order is aimed at easing the process 
to put private broadband infrastructure on federal 
property, and the second is a memorandum 
directing the Interior Department to work on 
a plan to increase access to their facilities for 
broadband deployment.

More than 34 million Americans are without 
access to affordable, reliable broadband service, 
said Zachary Cikanek, a national spokesman for 
Connect Americans Now, a coalition launched 
Jan. 2. Of those, 23.4 million live in rural 
communities.

“This gap is something we think we can 
bridge in the next fi ve years if we roll out the 
right combination of technology,” Cikanek said.

Roughly 16 percent of Oregon’s population 
lives in rural areas, according to the USDA 
Economic Research Service.

Digital divide
Joe Franell, CEO of Eastern Oregon Telecom, 

said he was pleased at the prospect of being able 

to deal with government entities more quickly 
when trying to install fi ber access in rural areas.

“One big barrier is that anyone building any 
infrastructure struggles to get a permit on federal 
land,” he said. He noted that locally, getting a 
permit is fairly routine, but dealing with federal 

government agencies can be a slow and diffi cult 
process.

“I was really excited about that aspect of the 
executive order,” he said. “If we can streamline 

AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

President Donald Trump, surrounded by politicians, holds up a signed executive order 
and a memorandum on rural broadband access at the American Farm Bureau Feder-
ation’s Annual Convention at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center on 
Monday in Nashville, Tenn. 

Trump executive orders 
aim to bring broadband 
to rural America

See INTERNET/8A
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 “I think we 
need some 

new blood.” 
— Neil Brown,

Pendleton City 
Council president
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Love is in the Air - Every Day!
(Family Features) 

C
hocolates? Roses? Been there, done that. Everyone wants to make sure the 
special someone in their lives knows how much they care. Here are some 
easy and fun ways to prove that he or she is number one in your book. 

Make a Playlist of “Your Songs”

Whether it was playing when you first met or is the soundtrack to your favorite 
movie, every couple has songs that mean something special to them. In the car, leave 
a CD or MP3 player stocked with your most memorable tunes as a special surprise 
and a suddenly-better commute.
Do the house chores. Seriously. 

Fix that item you’ve been saying you would fix forever. Empty the dishwasher and 
clean the bathroom. When they get home, have all the chores done, that way the 
only thing left to do is enjoy each other’s company. 

Put Pen to Paper

Hide little notes with heartfelt sentiments on the refrigerator, on the nightstand, 
taped to the computer screen - any place they might stumble upon it throughout a 
typical day. Your note might be found after a long meeting or last-minute deadline, 
providing a moment of reprieve and happiness during a hectic day. 

Raise a Glass and Indulge - Together 

Toast each other with some tasty treats. Pop some bubbly, then enjoy mixing these 
recipes together. 
For more romantic wines and recipes, visit www.barefootwines.com. 

Sweetheart Dark Chocolate Brownies 

Prep: 20 minutes 
Cook: 25 minutes 
Makes: 10+ servings 

For the brownies: 
1/2  cup butter, cut into pieces
4  ounces dark chocolate, 
chopped
2  eggs, at room tempera-
ture
3/4  cup white sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2  cup all-purpose flour
1/4  cup unsweetened cocoa 
powder
1/2  teaspoon kosher salt

For the glaze:
2 ounces semisweet choco-
late
1 tablespoon unsalted but-
ter 

Preheat the oven to 350ºF.
In small pot over low heat, melt 1/2 cup of butter and 4 ounces of dark chocolate 
together until smooth. 
Add eggs one at a time, and whisk to combine after each addition. 
Add sugar and vanilla and stir to combine. 
Add flour, cocoa powder and salt and stir until smooth.

Transfer batter into a 9 x 9 aluminum foil lined baking pan and place it into the 
oven for 25 minutes and bake until done.

While brownies are baking, melt together semisweet chocolate and 1 tablespoon of 
unsalted butter for the glaze. Once melted, set aside. 
When brownies are done, let them cool. 

Once cooled, drizzle glaze over brownies, and spread it on top using an offset spat-
ula. 

Barefoot Bubbly Ruby Red Bliss

Makes: 2 servings

3   ounces cranberry juice
1/2  ounce lime juice
6  ounces Barefoot Red Moscato 
 Champagne
2  skewer cranberries for garnish

Place chilled juices in flutes. Top with Bare-
foot Bubbly Red Moscato. Garnish with 
cranberries.

Cheers! 

Brownie Image: Photo courtesy of Getty Images
#11464_AR

Source: Barefoot Wines

504 Homes for Sale

$499,999- Beautiful home with 
amazing views. 4+/- acres. 
Priced below assessed values. 
Call Shane at 541-379-7802

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

Just reduced price for this gor-
geous upgraded manufactured 
home with tremendous view of 
City!! Home has  3 bedrooms, 2 
bath with oversized attached ga-
rage.  Granite like counter-tops, 
walk-in master shower, dog 
kennel, underground sprinklers.  
Ready to move into.  $229,000.  
Call Milne Purchase McLaughlin 
541-377-7787
Clark Jennings & Associates, 

OR LLC
541-278-9275  

$79,900- This Nifty 1930’s, 2 
bed + home has possibilities 
with some fixin’!! Open floor 
plan, HW floors, bay window 
& fireplace with built-ins. New-
er walk-in shower. Basement 
needs work but may have some 
options--family room etc. New 
gas F/A furnace 2016. Sold in 
AS IS condition! Near old John 
Murray school. MLS#17563767. 
Call:Marge Lapp  
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957  

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931      

$79,900- This Nifty 1930’s, 2 
bed + home has possibilities 
with some fixin’!! Open floor 
plan, HW floors, bay window 
& fireplace with built-ins. New-
er walk-in shower. Basement 
needs work but may have some 
options--family room etc. New 
gas F/A furnace 2016. Sold in 
AS IS condition! Near old John 
Murray school. MLS#17563767. 
Call:Marge Lapp  
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957  

REDUCED! $314,500- THIS IS 
NOT A DRIVEBY!!  2,921 square 
feet on .38 of an acre.  Home 
was remodeled in 2009 with 
added on great room and mas-
ter bedroom and bath.  Kitchen 
has been totally updated, 4 bed-
rooms total and 3 bathrooms.  
This is a hard to find home 
with all this space on one level.  
Come take a look!!! Call Milne at 
541-377-7787. 
Clark Jennings & Associates,

541-278-9275

504 Homes for Sale

REDUCED- $205,000 – 2,326 
Mfg Home on 1.28 Acres in Pilot 
Rock.  Large 3 Bay Shop/Hay 
Shed/Tack Room. Corrals and 
more.   Plenty of room on this 
property.  MLS#  17435209
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690  

$175,000 - Ukiah 3 Bed 2 Bath 
Home.  Very nice throughout.  
210x100 Lot.  Detached garage.  
Garden area. Fenced Yard.  
Vinyl Siding. Very nice home.  
MLS# 17230137 
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690  

$129,500- 4 Bedroom 2 Bath 
MFG Home.  Open floor plan.  
Fenced Yard.  Over ¼ acre.  
Plenty of room for your needs.  
Exceptionally nice home.  Call 
for information.  MLS# 17603897
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690  

504 Homes for Sale

Pendleton - $149,900- Invest in 
the West! Triplex! Well estab-
lished Two 1 bedroom units & 
One 2-3 possible bedrooms on 
large main floor. Small deck. 
Private yard w/garden area & 
patio. Off street parking. MLS# 
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957  

$169,900- NEW/ ATHENA
Updated 3 bed, 2 bath on a cor-
ner lot in Athena.   New flooring 
throughout, majority of windows 
updated, all new paint in and 
out.   2219 sf(m/l), so plenty of 
room for kids and pets!
Jerry Baker 541-969-6378 cell.  
#17242980

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

ADVERTISERS who want quick 
results use classified ads regularly.

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.  Two 
double car garages and much 
more.  MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690    

504 Homes for Sale

$121,000- Walk to Round-Up 
grounds, shopping, Umatilla 
River!  3 bedroom, 1 bath bun-
galow w/wood stove.  Updated 
wiring, covered patio, fenced 
yard, garden area.  Zoned C-1.  
Marsha 541-377-5152 cell.  
#17070308

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

REDUCED-- $69,900-CHURCH 
for home or business---Make 
this one your own special 
place--currently used as home 
--Cathedral ceilings in the Great 
Room, Kitchen, bedrooms, bo-
nus rooms....#17615728 Water 
St Weston.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855  

GARAGE SALES are a big 
success when advertised in

the classified ads!

Pendleton- Now Just $99,900- 
Near new hospital, Interpath 
Lab, clinics, dining, etc. This 
1.61 AC (m/l) is just minutes from 
town on HWY 395. Newer well. 
Would be great place for that 
new home!   MLS#12398538 
CALL MARGE LAPP
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957        

504 Homes for Sale

Live by a park! Open concept 
split- level by owner and the 
savings are passed to you.  
3 possibly 5 bed.  2 bath, 
carport, UGS, flat location, 
great neighborhood. $189,000 
Pendleton,541-612-0999  

Pendleton- Now Just $99,900- 
Near new hospital, Interpath 
Lab, clinics, dining, etc. This 
1.61 AC (m/l) is just minutes from 
town on HWY 395. Newer well. 
Would be great place for that 
new home!   MLS#12398538 
CALL MARGE LAPP
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957        

GIVE your budget a break! Check 
today’s classified ads for excellent 

buys on the items you need.

Pendleton - $149,900- Invest in 
the West! Triplex! Well estab-
lished Two 1 bedroom units & 
One 2-3 possible bedrooms on 
large main floor. Small deck. 
Private yard w/garden area & 
patio. Off street parking. MLS# 
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957  


