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Trump faces presidential fitness test 
amid raised concerns

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is 
getting his first medical checkup since taking office, a head-
to-toe exam on Friday as questions swirl about the health 
and fitness of the oldest person ever elected to the nation’s 
highest office. In advance, the 71-year-old president has 
pushed back vigorously against suggestions he’s mentally 
unfit, declaring himself “a very stable genius.”

Trump raised concern last month when he slurred 
some words on national TV. When asked about it, White 
House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
questions about Trump’s health were “frankly, pretty 
ridiculous” and blamed his slurred speech on a dry 
throat, “nothing more than that.”

More questions have been raised in the weeks since, 
given the tone of some of his tweets and the reported 
comments of some of the people who deal with him 
day to day. Some were recently published in a new 
book about his first year, which Sanders denounced 
as “complete fantasy” for its portrayal of Trump as 
undisciplined, child-like and in over his head.

Author of Trump dossier had concerns 
about Russian blackmail

WASHINGTON (AP) — The former British spy who 
compiled a dossier of allegations about Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign and Russia brought the document 
to the FBI in July 2016 because he was worried about 
“whether a political candidate was being blackmailed,” 
according to a congressional interview transcript 
released Tuesday.

California Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the top Democrat 
on the Senate Judiciary Committee, revealed the 
transcript from an August closed-door interview with 
Glenn Simpson, a co-founder of the political opposition 
research firm Fusion GPS. The firm commissioned the 
dossier, which was initially paid for by a conservative 
website and then later by Democrats, including Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential campaign.

Feinstein made the transcript public over the 
objections of Senate Judiciary Chairman Chuck 
Grassley, R-Iowa, who called the move “confounding” 
in a statement shortly after Feinstein made it public. 
Grassley said the release could undermine attempts 
to interview other witnesses in the committee’s 
investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 
election.

Former Arizona sheriff Joe Arpaio 
announces bid for Senate

PHOENIX (AP) — Joe Arpaio, the former Arizona 
sheriff who was spared a possible jail sentence when 
President Donald Trump pardoned him for disobeying 
a judge, announced Tuesday that he would run for the 
Senate seat being vacated by fellow Republican Jeff Flake.

The 85-year-old longtime lawman said the lack of 
support for Trump’s agenda in Washington inspired him 
to make the bid.

He also cited supporters who urged him to seek public 
office again after a crushing 2016 re-election defeat 
following six terms as sheriff of metro Phoenix. Then 
Trump offered the pardon last summer.

“If I go to my grave, I don’t think I’d be happy if 
I didn’t take the shot to run,” Arpaio said, adding that 
Trump had not asked him to run.

BRIEFLY

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Former White House chief 
strategist Steve Bannon is 
stepping down as chairman of 
Breitbart News Network after 
a public break with President 
Donald Trump.

Breitbart announced 
Tuesday that Bannon would 
step down as executive 
chairman of the conservative 
news site, less than a week 
after Bannon’s explosive criticisms of 
Trump and his family were published in 
a new book.

A report on the Breitbart website 
quotes Bannon saying, “I’m proud 
of what the Breitbart team has 
accomplished in so short a period of 
time in building out a world-class news 
platform.”

Trump lashed out at Bannon for 
comments made in Michael Wolff’s 

“Fire and Fury: Inside the 
Trump White House,” which 
questions the president’s 
fitness for office. As Trump 
aides called him disloyal and 
disgraceful, the president 
branded his former chief 
strategist on Twitter as 
“Sloppy Steve,” an apparent 
reference to Bannon’s often 
unkempt appearance, and 
declared that “he lost his 

mind” when he was pushed out of the 
White House last August.

The president was livid about 
Bannon’s remarks — not just at the 
insults about his family, but also at his 
former strategist’s apparent intent to 
take credit for Trump’s election victory 
and political movement, according 
to a White House official and two 
outside advisers not authorized to speak 
publicly about internal conversations.

After days of silence amid withering 
criticism from his former colleagues 
and his largest benefactor, Bannon tried 
to make amends. He issued a statement 
Sunday praising the president’s eldest 
son, Donald Trump Jr., whom he was 
quoted accusing of treasonous behavior 
in the book. Bannon did not apologize 
for his criticism of the president’s 
daughter and son-in-law, Ivanka Trump 
and Jared Kushner, with whom he had 
squabbled inside the West Wing.

Bannon’s departure from Breitbart 
came as a shock to some of his allies. 
One said Bannon was telling people as 
recently as Monday that he expected to 
stay on.

Inside the White House, Bannon 
was viewed as the keeper of Trump’s 
nationalistic flame, charting the 
progress on the president’s promises 
to his base on dry erase boards in his 
office.

Bannon to exit Breitbart News Network after break with Trump

Bannon

WASHINGTON (AP) — Searching 
for a bipartisan deal to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown, President Donald 
Trump suggested Tuesday that an immi-
gration agreement could be reached in 
two phases — first by addressing young 
immigrants and border security with 
what he called a “bill of love,” then by 
making comprehensive changes that 
have long eluded Congress.

Trump presided over a lengthy 
meeting with Republican and Demo-
cratic lawmakers seeking a solution for 
hundreds of thousands of young people 
who were brought to the U.S. as children 
and living here illegally. Trump last year 
ended the Obama-era Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program, which 
shielded more than 700,000 people from 
deportation and gave them the right to 
work legally. He gave Congress until 
March to find a fix.

The president, congressional 
Republicans and Democrats expressed 
optimism for a deal just 10 days before 
a government shutdown deadline. 
Trump said he was willing to be flexible 
in finding an agreement as Democrats 
warned that the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants lives in the 
balance.

“I think my positions are going to 
be what the people in this room come 
up with,” Trump said during a Cabinet 
Room meeting with a bipartisan group 
of nearly two dozen lawmakers, adding, 
“I am very much reliant upon the people 
in this room.” A group of journalists 
observed the meandering meeting for an 
extraordinary length of time — about 55 

minutes — that involved Trump seeking 
input from Democrats and Republicans 
alike in a freewheeling exchange on the 
contentious issue.

“My head is spinning from all the 
things that were said by the president 
and others in that room in the course 
of an hour and a half,” said Sen. Dick 
Durbin, D-Ill. “But the sense of urgency, 
the commitment to DACA, the fact that 
the president said to me privately as well 
as publicly, ‘I want to get this done,’ I’m 
going to take him as his word.”

The White House said after the 
meeting that lawmakers had agreed to 

narrow the scope of the negotiations to 
four areas: border security, family-based 
“chain migration,” the visa lottery and 
the DACA policy. Democrats and 
Republicans are set to resume negotia-
tions Wednesday.

But the exchange raised questions 
about how far Trump would push for his 
high-profile border wall.

In describing the need for a wall, 
the president said it didn’t need to be a 
“2,000-mile wall. We don’t need a wall 
where you have rivers and mountains 
and everything else protecting it. But we 
do need a wall for a fairly good portion.”

Trump suggests 2-phase deal for ‘Dreamers’

AP Photo/Evan Vucci

President Donald Trump listens during a meeting with lawmakers on  
immigration policy in the Cabinet Room of the White House on Tuesday.
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