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By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

Jose Phillip Escobedo 

may have been Umatilla 

County’s first baby of the 

new year, but he took a 

long time getting here.

“I was not expecting 

a New Year’s baby. I was 

expecting a tax break 

baby,” his mother Jennifer 

Escobedo said.

Escobedo’s water 

broke Friday morning, but 

little “Joey” didn’t arrive 

at until 4:30 a.m. Monday. 

He showed up a healthy 7 

pounds, 4 ounces and 21 

and a half inches.

“I’m excited he’s out,” 

his father Jose Escobedo 

said. “I’m excited they’re 

both healthy and I’ll be 

even more excited when 

they get to come home.”

The baby is Jose and 

Jennifer’s first. They 

moved from Stanfield to 

Umatilla in September 

after buying a house in 

anticipation of his arrival.

Jennifer said she and 

Jose had bought a bottle 

of Martinelli’s sparkling 

cider to toast the start of 

2018 and discussed how 

they wanted to spend New 

Year’s Eve together, not 

knowing they would be 

ringing in the new year 

in the maternity ward of 

Good Shepherd Medical 

Center.
“The bottle is still in 

the fridge,” she said.

Although Jennifer’s 

‘Joey’ 

makes 

parents 

wait

FIRST BABY  

OF 2018

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Diane Knutz, of Hermiston, ushers in the new year by 

participating in the Resolution Run at Riverfront Park.

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

Hermiston High School 

senior Isaac Sanchez got his 

first run of 2018 in before 

noon on New Year’s Day 

thanks to the annual Resolu-

tion Run at Riverfront Park.

Sanchez, a cross country 

and track athlete, was the 

first to cross the finish line 

at the bring-your-own-stop-

watch 5K. The event brings 

together dozens of runners 

and walkers each year to help 

them kick off their fitness 

goals together. That usually 

includes members of the 

HHS cross country team.

“It’s kind of been our 

tradition,” Sanchez said.

Despite the Resolution 

Run moniker, Sanchez said 

he didn’t have any official 

New Year’s resolutions.

“I don’t really believe in 

that,” he said. “I figure, if 

you have a resolution, why 

wait until New Year’s? You 

might as well get started on it 

right away.”

Several other runners 

had a similar attitude, but 

Kimberly Owens said she 

had a goal: to participate in at 

least one 5K event per month 

this year.

Owens showed up at the 

Resolution Run with her 

sister Leslie Snyder. The 

sisters frequently do 5K runs 

together, whether by them-

selves around town or as 

part of an official community 

event.
“It gets us up off the 

couch,” Owens said.

“We don’t like being lazy 

bums,” Snyder added.

The run/walk kicked off at 

Riverfront Park and followed 

the Oxbow Trail up to its 

ending across from Good 

Shepherd Medical Center 

and back again. Leggings 

and sweatshirts helped 

insulate participants from 

Resolution Run kicks off 2018 exercise routines
HERMISTON

Serious runners start year with light-hearted 5K

The top of a ridge emerges from the fog 

in the foothills of the Blue Mountains on  

Monday east of Weston.  Staff photo by E.J. Harris

See BABY/10A

See RUN/10A

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Jennifer Dokka plays a card game with her sons, Bryson, 12, second from right, and Ashton, 13, right, and their friend, Caleb  

Bentley, on Friday at Dokka’s home in Pendleton. 

Single mom worries 

about losing insurance; 

opponents, proponents 

make case before vote

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

Jennifer Dokka doesn’t want to 

contemplate what might happen if 

Measure 101 fails. 

The single mother supports two 

sons by cleaning houses, but there 

isn’t a lot left over for medical 

care. She has two other sons who 

are grown. Thanks to Medicaid 

expansion in Oregon that 

happened under the Affordable 

Care Act, she and about 350,000 

other Oregonians are insured by 

the Oregon Health Plan.

Last year, when Dokka’s 

11-year-old tore his ACL while 

jumping on a trampoline, insur-

ance paid for medical care she 

couldn’t have afforded without it.

“It cost thousands of dollars,” 

Dokka said. “The leg brace alone 

was hundreds. Now he is doing 

physical therapy. There’s no way 

to do that without insurance.”

Two of her four sons have 

asthma. 

“An inhaler costs about $70,” 

she said. 

She fears voters might reject 

Measure 101, which endorses 

$320 million in fees (a .7 percent 

assessment on larger hospitals 

and 1.5 percent on the Public 

Employees Board, managed care 

organizations and insurers) to 

fund Medicaid for Oregonians. 

The measure affirms House Bill 

2391, approved by the Oregon 

Legislature earlier in 2017 to plug 

a budget hole. 

Three Republican represen-

tatives — Rep. Cedric Hayden, 

R-Cottage Grove, Julie Parrish, 

R-West Linn, and Sal Esquivel, 

Measure 101 and the insurance net

Rep. Julie Parrish Dennis Burke
Harry Geller

See 101/10A
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By ANTONIO SIERRAEast Oregonian

Tax revenue from Pendleton’s marijuana dispensaries has given the city more green than it knows what to do with. According to the Pendleton Finance Department, the city has received $131,963 thus far from marijuana taxes in the current fi scal year, which runs from July 2017 through June 2018.The fi gure caught both City Manager Robb Corbett and Mayor John Turner by surprise.“I’m surprised that it’s that high,” Turner said.When city staff put together the budget last spring, they projected the city would make $25,000 from marijuana revenue in the entire fi scal year, a conservative estimate made while staff waited to see how the local mari-juana industry developed. Pendleton has three marijuana dispensaries — High Desert Cannabis, Kind Leaf Pendleton and Pendleton Cannabis — that it receives tax revenue from. The city also receives its share of the 17 percent sales tax the state levies on cannabis retailers, in addition to a local 3 percent tax that was approved by voters in 2016.
Corbett said the local sales tax was a bigger revenue driver than the state tax. 

With a six-fi gure windfall and more revenue coming before the fi scal year is over, the decision on how to spend the money now lies with Pendleton City Council. Turner said the council hasn’t had the chance to discuss where the money will go, but added that there’s plenty of city projects and ideas in need of funding. 

Pot tax 
brings in 
$131,000
in fi rst 
6 months

PENDLETON

East Oregonian
Ryan Bounds, an assistant U.S. 

Attorney for Oregon and a Hermiston 
native, has been nominated for a second 
time by President Donald Trump for a 
seat on the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals.

The White House announced the nomi-nation of Bounds and 20 other justices on Friday in states it said are “suffering from judicial emergen-cies.”
Bounds was fi rst nominated by Trump in September to replace Appellate Judge Diarmuid 

O’Scannlain, who took semi-retirement 
senior status on Jan. 1, 2017.Bounds’ nomination was effectively 

blocked at the time by Oregon Sens. 
Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden, both 

Bounds

By KATHY ANEYEast Oregonian

Dr. Dan Marier clearly remem-
bers his fi rst day of doctoring in 
Pendleton.

Marier had moved to Oregon 
from Denver to practice with Dr. 
Norm Sitz and two other doctors 
at Pendleton Internal Medicine. “I started at 8 o’clock on Oct. 

15, 1984 — the fi rst day of bird 
season,” Marier recalls. “There 
was a note on my desk from Norm 

that said, ‘Gone bird hunting.’”Marier saw 20 new patients 
that day and 20 the next day. He 
was off and running and didn’t 
slow down — until recently. The 
internist retired in December after 
33 years in practice. Marier said he and his then-

wife, Cheryl (an obstetrician) 
selected Pendleton because it 
satisfi ed their list of criteria.“We took vacations and trips 

all over the western U.S. investi-
gating where to move,” he said. 

“We chose Pendleton because it 
was away from a major metropol-
itan area, it had four seasons and 
it didn’t have a boom-and-bust 
economy.”

Turns out, the town needed 
him.

“They had been recruiting for 
an internist and had given up,” 
Marier said. 

Marier said he felt at home 
practicing medicine in the same 
vein as Marcus Welby, the main 
character in a long-running televi-

sion show about an affable family 
doctor who got involved in his 
patients’ lives. “I could develop long-term 

relationships with my patients,” 
Marier said. “I could practice the 
specialty of internal medicine to 
pretty much its full scope.”Marier, who is now 68, 

described himself as a science nerd 
who grew up in the rustbelt town 
of Binghamton, New York. As a 

Dr. Dan Marier retires after 33 years of caring for Pendleton patients

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Long-time Pendleton doctor Dan Marier has retired after serving patients in the area for 33 years. So long, Doc

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNANEast Oregonian

It may look like business as 
usual from the outside, but those 
walking into the old Stockman’s 
Steakhouse building on North 
First Street will be in for a 
surprise — it’s now home to an 
Indian restaurant and buffet.“We will change [the 

signs] within a week or so,” 
said co-owner Gaurav Bhatia, 
who stood in the middle of a 
bustling lunch crowd on Friday, 
the restaurant’s third day of 
operations. Soon, he said, the 
outside of the building will 
bear the new restaurant’s name: 
Indian Kitchen and Steakhouse. 
The inside of the building, too, 
looks familiar, with the booths 
and deçor still the same. Even 
the menus still bear Stockman’s 
name and offer the same fare. 
The biggest difference is a buffet 
fi lled with eight to 10 steaming Indian dishes, from Tandoori 

chicken and saag paneer to chana 
masala and vegetable korma.Bhatia, who opened the 

restaurant with his wife, Rosy 
Sidhu and his cousin, Raman-
deep Singh Malhi, said the idea 

for opening an Indian restaurant 
in Hermiston came together 
quickly.

“A lot of our customers have 

Cowboy and Indian restaurant opens

HERMISTON

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Robert Leinweber fi lls his plate at the lunch buffet on Friday at 

the Indian Kitchen and Steakhouse in Hermiston. 

“As of lately, I’ve seen more variety. Especially with this place 

and the Hibachi place — I think people want more.”
— Otey Muniz, Hermiston resident
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Trump wants another round of Bounds for Circuit Court

By ANTONIO SIERRA and CLAIRE WITHYCOMBEEO Media Group

Although U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions reopened the door to enforcing the federal prohibition on marijuana in Oregon, Pendleton marijuana entrepreneur Brandon Krenzler isn’t sweating it.
As Oregon’s top politi-cians issued terse statements condemning Sessions’ rescis-sion of a 2013 Department of Justice memo that eased enforcement on states where the drug is legal, Krenzler, the co-owner of the Kind Leaf Pendleton marijuana dispen-sary characterized the decision as a “scare tactic.”“I don’t fi nd it to be very worrisome,” he said. 

He said it will be “business as usual” at Kind Leaf, Pendle-ton’s fi rst recreational marijuana retailer, and will proceed with plans to start Burnswell Family 

Farms, an affi liated cannabis grow recently approved by the city’s planning commission. Although marijuana remains illegal under federal law, the Obama-era policy, referred to as the Cole Memo, 

set out guidelines for federal prosecutors in states that had legalized marijuana to focus their resources on larger-scale concerns such as traffi cking 
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SALEM — Rep. Cliff Bentz, an Ontario Republican, was selected Thursday to fi ll the Senate seat for District 30, the largest in the state.
Commissions and courts in Baker, Deschutes, Jefferson, Lake, Wasco, Grant, Harney, Malheur and Wheeler coun-ties voted to appoint Bentz to fi nish the remainder of Sen. Ted Ferrioli’s term.

Ferrioli, a Republican from John Day, offi cially resigned from offi ce Nov. 22 to begin his appointment as a member of the power council, which oversees electrical energy co-operatives, public utility districts and hydroelectric generation facilities, along with planning, conservation and management of other renewable energy sources, such as wind, solar and geothermal.
The vote took place at the Grant County Regional Airport in John Day after the commissioners interviewed Bentz and another candidate, Dr. Eric Wattenburg, a family, emergency and urgent care doctor, small business owner and medical radio show host from Bend. Suzan Ellis Jones, a rancher and Baker County Republican Party chair from Bridgeport, was also nominated as a candidate but did not participate in the inter-view process. Republican precinct committee persons from District 30 nominated the candidates.

Bentz, a rancher, farmer and attorney, joined the Oregon House of Represen-tatives in 2008. He has been on the revenue committee since he was fi rst elected, and was vice chair in the last two sessions. 
“The Senate Republicans are excited to welcome Representative Bentz to our caucus,” said Senator Jackie Winters, R-Salem, in a press release. “Rep. Bentz will be a tremendous addition to our team, and I look forward to working with him in the sessions to come.”Ferrioli was fi rst elected in 1996 and his term expires in 2021.

Rep. Bentz 
picked for 
Senate seat

Cliff Bentz

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Patrons of libraries in the SAGE system, like the one here in Pilot Rock, can look up and order any 

material offered in the system and have it delivered to their local library branch. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Budtender Janice Garrett weighs an order of marijuana for a customer at Kind Leaf on Thursday in Pendleton. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions on Thursday rescind-
ed the Cole memo, set out guidelines for federal prosecu-
tors in states that had legalized marijuana to focus their 
resources on larger-scale concerns.  

AG takes potshot at pot shopsPendleton dispensary owner says ‘business as usual’ after DOJ policy change

Local libraries work to stay relevant

Forum to discuss marijuanaPENDLETON — Brandon Krenzler will share more of his thoughts on the cannabis industry and marijuana legalization at the 2018 Eastern Oregon Forum opener. Krenzler, partner/owner of Kind Leaf, a cannabis dispensary; Steve Hardin, manager of emergency services at CHI/St. Anthony Hospital; and Dr. David Conant-Norville, a child and adolescent psychiatrist with Mind Matters clinics in Pendleton and Hillsboro; will tackle the topic of “Legal Marijuana in Pendleton: One Year Later.”The forum is Tuesday, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. in Science and Technology Building Room ST-200 at Blue Mountain Community College, 2411 N.W. Carden Ave., Pendleton. The forum is open to the public and tickets are $5 at the door and free for students. People can purchase a $15 membership ($25 for couples) for admission to all four forums for the season.The Eastern Oregon Forum is a collaborative effort between BMCC, InterMountain Education Service District, East Oregonian, American Association of University Women and Harriet Isom, a former United States ambassador. For more information contact Karen Parker at 541-966-3177 or karen.parker@imesd.k12.or.us.

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNANEast Oregonian

Almost everyone now has a smartphone in their pockets — a portal to random facts or the president’s stream of consciousness. As information becomes easier to access, public libraries have had to examine the services they provide and prove to patrons that they remain relevant.Proof of relevance is clear for many rural librarians. 
“We may be the only internet access people have, so we provide that,” said Kristin Williams, the director of the Athena Public Library. “I’d defi nitely say we’re seeing a lot more people use digital items. We check out books to people’s iPads and Kindles. Digital circulation has gone up.”Several rural librarians in Umatilla County said print media is still the most popular resource at their libraries.Echo City Administrator Diane Berry said each town has had to assess its own needs, and the library adapts accordingly.“As the economy declined, people had let their cable TV drop,” she said. “We had a large video collection because there’s no 

See MARIJUANA/8A
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By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

Veteran weather forecaster 

Dennis Hull predicts sunny days 

ahead.
The prediction, defying 

the gray inversion clearly in 

view outside our windows, is a 

metaphor for his retirement that 

begins Thursday. Hull retires 

after 39 years with the National 

Weather Service, almost 20 of 

them in Pendleton.

Much has changed over the 

decades. On Tuesday, Hull took a 

lingering look around the center’s 

NASA-esque control room. 

Several fellow forecasters sat 

in the cool glow of three or four 

computer monitors apiece, scru-

tinizing weather data in a variety 

of forms, examining maps that 

overlaid one another, zooming 

in and out and gazing at looping 

satellite images.

A low-tech pair of binoculars 

sat on a window sill. Outside was 

a panoramic view of the Blue 

Mountains. Once in a while, 

Hull said, someone will get up 

from their desk and peer through 

the binoculars at lightning or 

gathering clouds or a bluebird 

sky. Inevitably, a coworker will 

jokingly yell, “That’s cheating.”

This data-rich environment 

contrasts Hull’s early days on 

the job in Montana, Mississippi, 

Utah and Kansas.

“When I fi rst started, paper 

maps (18 inches by two feet) 

came out of a fax machine,” Hull 

said. “We posted them on the 

wall and stood back.”

Meteorologists typed their 

forecasts onto punch tape and 

sent them out on the teletype.

Technology steadily evolved 

during Hull’s career. The advent 

of Doppler radar helped fore-

casters more closely pinpoint 

storm activity by calculating 

motion and detecting the intensity 

of precipitation. A deadly tornado 

that swept into Mississippi when 

he worked as a forecaster there 

still haunts him, because Doppler 

weather radar would likely have 

given people time to take precau-

tions.
“The storm killed a dozen 

people about two miles from 

where I lived,” Hull recalled. 

“It was rocking and rolling. 

We drove around later and saw 

The weather man

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A meteorologist monitors several screens of weather data 

Tuesday at the National Weather Service offi ce in Pendleton.

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Long-time National Weather Service forecaster Dennis Hull poses in front of the radar dome near the Pendleton NWS offi ce. 

Hull’s last day is Wednesday.

By JEFF MAPES

Oregon Public Broadcasting

Oregon Rep. Greg Walden, 

R-Hood River, is an increasingly 

powerful fi gure in Washington, 

D.C. — and he is sticking more 

closely than ever to his party in the 

tumultuous fi rst year of the Trump 

presidency. 

Just as Donald Trump rose to the 

presidency, Walden was taking over 

the chairmanship of one of the most 

powerful committees in Congress. 

The reach of the House Energy & 

Commerce committee is huge — 

ranging from health care to the internet 

to the electrical grid. Colleagues treat 

Walden with a certain deference and 

lobbyists fl ock to his fundraisers.

But Oregon’s only Republican 

congressman is also under a critical 

spotlight more than ever before. He 

was besieged at town halls back home 

by voters upset with his high-profi le 

attempts to repeal the Affordable Care 

Act and for his support of the Trump 

administration.
Life in the spotlight

“He’s getting his ass kicked out 

there,” said Walden’s best friend in 

the House, Texas Republican Rep. 

Pete Sessions, of the raucous town 

halls. “He’s got the gavel and he’s 

got a lot of things but we are fi nding 

that the perception of Republicans is 

based on the president’s viewpoint.”

The diffi culty of working with 

Trump became clear earlier this year 

when Walden shepherded the GOP 

Walden navigates newfound power, Trump backlash

By ELLIOT SPAGAT

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The U.S. Homeland 

Security secretary said Tuesday the White 

House would consider immigration legis-

lation that includes a pathway to citizen-

ship for hundreds of thousands of young 

people, but she emphasized it wasn’t an 

endorsement.

Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen said Presi-

dent Donald Trump would consider any 

legislation Congress passes and noted 

that some lawmakers want to include a 

pathway to citizenship for about 800,000 

people who have been temporarily 

shielded from deportation.

Asked whether the president would 

support citizenship, she said, “I think 

he’s open to hearing about the different 

possibilities and what it means but, to my 

knowledge, there certainly hasn’t been 

any decision from the White House.”

In September, Trump said he wouldn’t 

consider citizenship for DACA recipients 

— an Obama-era program that Trump 

said last year he was ending.

He gave Congress until March to 

deliver a legislative fi x.
The secretary said she was hopeful the 

White House and Congress can reach a 

deal that includes border and immigration 

enforcement measures. She said building 

a wall along the Mexico border was “fi rst 

and foremost,” and the administration 

wanted to end “loopholes” on issues 

that include handling asylum claims and 

local police working with immigration 

authorities.

“I remain optimistic. You have to be,” 

Nielsen said. “It’s very important. The 

American people have said they wanted 

it. I think we should fi nd common ground. 

The devil’s in the detail.”

Nielsen said she and other senior 

administration offi cials would discuss a 

potential deal with members of Congress 

this week, and the president would take it 

up in a meeting Wednesday with congres-

sional leaders on legislative priorities for 

2018.
The secretary spoke hours after the 

president blasted Democrats for “doing 

nothing” to protect DACA recipients. 

Trump tweeted that “DACA activists and 

Hispanics will go hard against Dems, 

will start ‘falling in love’ with Republi-

cans and their President! We are about 

RESULTS.”

Nielsen, who visited prototypes of 

Trump’s proposed border wall in San 

Diego, said the president would request 

$1.6 billion next year for the barrier, in 

addition to $1.6 billion he is seeking this 

year to build or replace 74 miles (118 

kilometers) in California and Texas.

“It’s all a down payment,” she said. 

Immigration 

plans may 

include 

citizenship

Dennis Hull retiring after 39 years with National Weather Service

“When I fi rst started, paper maps (18 inches by two feet) came out of a fax machine. 

We posted them on the wall and stood back.”

— Dennis Hull, National Weather Service forecaster

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

In this May 2017 fi le photo, U.S. Rep. Greg Walden talks at a town hall 

meeting in Baker City.

Oregon’s only Republican 

in Congress charts course
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See WEATHER/8A
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By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Infl uenza activity spiked 
this week in Oregon, but 
procrastinators still have 
time to get their fl u shots.

Dr. Ann Thomas, a public 
health physician for the 
Oregon Health Authority, 
said fl u season took off 
dramatically in the last 
couple weeks.

“Last season, we doubled 
our hospitalizations (from 
800 to 1,500),” she said. 
“This year is looking like 
another record year — and 
not in a good way.”

The state is experiencing 
intense and widespread 
fl u activity. More than 120 
people were hospitalized 
with fl u-like symptoms in 
Portland during the week 
ending Dec. 23 — the most 
recent week reported. The 
state doesn’t track hospital-
izations outside the metro 
area, but Umatilla County 
hospitals are also seeing an 
uptick.

“We’ve been seeing more 
positive cases,” said Nick 
Bejarano, spokesman for 
Good Shepherd Medical 
Center. “We’re seeing cases 
earlier in the season and 
more frequently.”

Since Dec. 1, 88 patients 
tested positive for fl u in 
Good Shepherd’s emergency 
department, Bejarano said, 
77 for infl uenza A and 11 for 
infl uenza B. 

St. Anthony Hospital in 
Pendleton is also seeing an 
upswing.

“The fl u is here,” said 
St. Anthony Hospital 
spokesman Larry Blanc. 

He knew of four people 
currently admitted with 
infl uenza-like illness and 
said ER doctors are testing 
more patients with fl u-like 
symptoms. So far, 16 
patients tested positive (11 
for A and fi ve for B). Of 
those 16 patients, four said 
they had been vaccinated.

A station with masks and 
hand sanitizer now sits near 
St. Anthony’s entryway for 
visitors who haven’t been 
vaccinated or suspect they 
might be ill. It’s a similar 
scenario at Good Shepherd. 
Unvaccinated employees 
at both hospitals must don 
masks.

Dr. Jon Hitzman, a family 
physician and the county 

Beware 
the f lu

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — State auditors say 
that a backlog in permits and inspec-
tions at the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality “endanger 
the state’s air quality and the health 
of Oregonians.”

DEQ is responsible for moni-
toring and regulating emissions 
from industrial sources and 
enforcing violations. The depart-
ment also oversees land and water 
quality.

But nearly a quarter of air 
quality permit renewals were 
behind schedule in the past decade, 
according to the audit. Overall, 
about 5.8 percent of all permits 
were behind as of July 2017.

But some types of permits have 

more severe backlogs than others, 
with 43.1 percent of the agency’s 
larger and more complex permits in 
“backlog status.”

And there’s also a delay in 
inspections of industrial sources 
of pollution. This could mean 
that those businesses are out of 
compliance and potentially emitting 
harmful levels of pollutants.

But auditors weren’t able to 
identify the size of the total inspec-
tion backlog because DEQ, which is 

divided into three regions, doesn’t 
track inspections agency-wide.

Those delays could pose serious 
risks to environmental and human 
health in Oregon, auditors said.

Air quality permits specify how 
much and what types of emissions 
a business is allowed to emit in 
accordance with state and federal 
laws and rules.

Certain air pollutants can have 

Delays in air quality inspections, permits could pose health risks
5.8 percent of all permits 
behind as of July 2017

Flu season takes 
off; not too late 
to vaccinate

By TIM TRAINOR
East Oregonian

As winter reaches its peak in 
Eastern Oregon, many residents 
are looking for opportunities 
to bust through the inversion 
into playgrounds of deep snow 
beneath blue skies.

Luckily, the region has 
numerous options for affordable 
recreation on public lands — no 
matter what kind of recreating 
you like to do. In many cases, 
an Oregon sno-park is nothing 
more than a plowed parking 
lot that abuts prime public 
recreation land. Snowmobilers, 
snowshoers, skiers and sledders 
may look to different parks in 
the area for one that best fi ts 
their favorite form of recreation.

But according to Mark 
Penninger, acting public 
affairs offi cer for the Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest, there 
is little information available 
about how many people use 
sno-parks in the region, as well 
as their preferred mode of travel 
once they get there. 

“We don’t have quantitative 
information about use,” he 
said. “It’s not something we’ve 
collected before.” 

Partly that’s because no 
two winters look the same. 
According to Penninger, crews 
could not plow all of last year’s 
snow in some parks, whereas 
this year a four-wheel drive car 
with proper tires can get many 
places in Eastern Oregon forests.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

A pair of snowshoers stop to talk to a man with his snow bike on a mixed-use trail at Andies Prairie 
sno-park Monday east of Tollgate.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

A sledder races down a hill in the sno-park at Andies Prairie on Monday east of Tollgate. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

A pair of snowmobilers ride down a mixed-use trail 
in Andies Prairie sno-park Monday east of Tollgate. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

The Horseshoe Prairie nordic ski area offers cross 
country skiers and snowshoers nearly 10 miles of 
marked trails. 

The best spots to 
snowshoe, ski, 
sled and more

See FLU/8A

See SNOW/8A

See DEQ/8A

Sno-parks galore in Eastern Ore

Subscribe and get it all, five days a week. Get full online access with a print subscription.
 Call us! 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

651 Help Wanted

6 wool fleece graders wanted 
for temporary positions from 
12/15/2017 to 06/05/2018. 
Also 4 fleece graders wanted 
for temporary positions from 
01/18/2018 to 06/05/2018. Em-
ployer, Fairchild Shearing, LLC, 
guarantees work for at least 3/4 
days of work contract. Shearing 
will be in Idaho, California, Ne-
vada, Oregon, Utah, Washing-
ton and Wyoming. Wage offer 
is: $.17/ewe & $.34/ram in ID & 
UT or $11.66/ hr in ID & $11.00/
hr in UT. Wage offer is $12.57/hr 
in CA, $11.00/hr in NV, $13.38/
hr in OR & WA, $11.66/hr in WY. 
AEWR rate in each state is guar-
anteed. Equipment, housing and 
cooking facilities available at no 
cost to all workers including IS 
workers. At least 3 months ex-
perience w/ references required. 
Transportation and subsistence 
expenses will be paid/ provid-
ed to worker upon completion 
of 50% of the work contract. 
Return transportation and sub-
sistence will be paid/ provided 
to worker upon completion of 
work contract. Apply for this job 
at the nearest State Workforce 
Agency using job order #992184 
(start date 12/15/2017) or job 
order #1004888 (start date 
01/18/2018), or:
Idaho Department of Labor
420 Falls Ave.
Twin Falls, ID 83301
208-332-3570 ext 3653 

661 Childcare/Adult 

Contact Dayle or Grace today 
to place your classified ad!

1-800-962-2819
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

We can highlight your ad with 
grey, green, yellow, blue or 

pink! 

828 Misc for Sale

651 Help Wanted

Cherry Hill Farms, Inc. Caldwell 
Idaho, is now taking applications 
for seasonal work for the period 
of 03/01/2018 thru 11/15/2018. 
The number of temporary po-
sitions for farm workers is 13. 
Workers will be required to 
keep all property, housing, and 
farm buildings clean.   Workers 
will work safely while perform-
ing pruning of trees using hand 
pruners, climbing up and down 
and carrying up to a 12 foot lad-
der, pruning of trees using pneu-
matics consisting of an 8 foot 
pole while dragging an airline. 
Stacking tree limbs, planting 
trees, shoveling soil, applying 
fertilizer, picking up rocks, pull-
ing weeds, irrigation, thinning 
fruit from a ladder, harvesting 
tart cherries, peaches, apples, 
picking fruit per instructions 
of supervisor, carrying a pick-
ing bucket while full of fruit for 
up to 8 hours a day. Following 
training/rules of Good Agricul-
tural Procedures (GAP) require-
ments (e.g. advising supervisor 
of bleeding cuts, open wounds, 
sores, illness and following 
rules of hygiene practices etc.). 
Driving harvesting equipment, 
must be able to work in hot, dry, 
dusty, noisy, cold, wet, snowy 
conditions, must be able to lift 
and carry up to 50 lbs., be able 
to follow instructions of job re-
quirements.

Normal work hours will be from 
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM, Monday 
thru Friday.  The salary is $11.63 
per hour and the employer guar-
antees that 75% of the employ-
ment term will be paid.   The 
employer, upon completion of 
50% of the contract, will pay 
transportation and subsistence 
costs.  Free housing is provided 
to workers who cannot reason-
ably return to their permanent 
residence at the end of the 
workday.   All work tools will be 
provided at no cost.  Apply at the 
nearest job service; reference 
Utah Workforce Agency.   The 
job number is 1016484.  Or, fax 
resumes to Cherry Hill Farms at 
801-709-5654.

 

GOLF GAME gone to pot? Sell
those old clubs with a classified ad.

651 Help Wanted

Frazier Farmstead Museum 
is seeking applications for 

Executive Director
The board is seeking an 
energetic person to direct 
the preservation, promotion 
and management of the 
Farmstead Estate.
The position is part-time, 20 
hour per week. 
Learn more at

www.frazierfarmstead
museum.org

or call 541-938-4636

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN

City of Pendleton, Oregon

The City of Pendleton is ac-
cepting applications for a 
Facilities Maintenance Tech-
nician.  
This position is responsible 
for journeyman level work 
in the installation, trouble-
shooting, repair, construction, 
maintenance and operation of 
city equipment and facilities. 
Responds to and repairs elec-
trical and HVAC systems. 
Requires graduation from high 
school or GED, plus 4-5 years 
related work experience, or 
any satisfactory combination 
of experience, education and 
training.  Must possess  ap-
propriate levels of certification 
in the following; HVAC, and 
refrigerant systems, electrical. 
Salary range is $3,530 - 
$4,346 a month plus excellent 
benefits.  
Applications are available at 
City Hall, 500 SW Dorion, or 
at
www.pendleton.or.us/employment

Completed applications must 
be returned to the Human 
Resources Office at the same 
address no later than the clos-
ing date of January 23, 2018.  
The City of Pendleton is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Classified Ads work hard for you!

651 Help Wanted

Help wanted
 Clean up after dog, yard work 
etc. Twice a week, 10$ an hour.  

541-276-1893 

Burns Ford, Inc. 
(Burns, OR)

is seeking an Automotive 
Service Technician and an 
Automotive Body Repair 
Technician.
Competitive benefits and 
pay. Call David at  541-573-
6014 for more info.

15 sheep shearers wanted 
for temporary positions from 
12/15/2018 to 06/05/2018. 
Also, 8 sheep shearers wanted 
for temporary positions from 
01/18/2018 to 06/05/2018. Em-
ployer, Fairchild Shearing, LLC 
guarantees work for at least 3/4 
days of work contract. Shearing 
will be in Idaho, California, Ne-
vada, Oregon, Utah, Washing-
ton and Wyoming. Wage offer is: 
$2.00/ ewe, $1.50/ feedlot lamb, 
$1.90/ replacement lamb, $4.00/ 
ram in ID & UT or $11.66/ hr in 
ID & $11.00/ hr in UT. Wage of-
fer is $2.00/ewe in CA, NV, OR, 
WA or $12.57/hr in CA, $11.00/
hr NV, $13.38/hr in OR & WA, 
Wage offer in WY is $11.66/hr 
per ewe, lamb & ram.. AEWR 
rate in each state is guaran-
teed. Equipment, housing and 
cooking facilities available at no 
cost to all workers, including US 
workers. At least 1 month expe-
rience w/ references required 
and/or ability to shear 90 head/ 
8 hours without tying the feet. 
Transportation and subsistence 
expenses will be paid/ provid-
ed to worker upon completion 
of 50% of the work contract. 
Return transportation and sub-
sistence will be paid/ provided 
to worker upon completion of 
work contract. Apply for this job 
at the nearest State Workforce 
Agency using job order #992185 
(start date 12/15/2017) or job 
order #1004890 (start date 
01/18/2018), or:
Idaho Department of Labor
420 Falls Ave.
Twin Falls, ID 83301
208-332-3570 ext 3653 

FOR QUICK CASH
Use a classified ad to sell
items you no longer use.

651 Help Wanted

Full-Time Employment 
Freightliner NW is looking for 
an exp. Parts Counterperson 
to join our team.  Comp pay 
& benefits.  Apply online at: 
http://smrtr.io/gCChaw 

Hermiston, OR. 
833-832-6369 

hr@freightlinernw.com

Full-Time Employment 
Spray Driver Key Tasks:
•Operates all spray equip-
ment
•Able to spray and calibrate 
pesticides
•Operates computers on 
equipment
•Requires mixing, loading, 
and application of pesticides/
fertilizers
•Performs daily vehicle in-
spections
•QAL/QAC may be required
•Handles and delivers bulk 
and packaged chemicals
•Cleans and maintains equip-
ment
•Assists mechanic
•Maintain application/spray 
records
•Pick up and deliver product 
to customers as needed

Qualifications: 
•Must meet minimum age re-
quirement
•High school diploma or GED
•Must have experience in Ter-
ra Gator’s and self-propelled 
sprayers
•CDL or ability to obtain with-
in 30 days
•Able to lift/carry up to 75lbs
•Must pass pre-employment 
drug screen
•Must meet DOT and Compa-
ny requirements
•Able to work additional hours 
to meet business demands
Apply today with Crop Pro-
duction Services!

www.cpsagu.com/careers  
La Grande, OR

WR-CPSrecruiter@cpsagu.com

Reach the buyer 

you are looking 

for with a low cost, 

effective 

classified ad.

651 Help Wanted

Full-Time Employment 
Commercial Applicator

Key Tasks:
•Operates all spray equip-
ment
•Able to spray and calibrate 
pesticides
•Operates computers on 
equipment
•Requires mixing, loading, 
and application of pesticides/
fertilizers
•Performs daily vehicle in-
spections
•QAL/QAC may be required
•Handles and delivers bulk 
and packaged chemicals
•Cleans and maintains equip-
ment
•Assists mechanic
•Maintain application/spray 
records
•Pick up and deliver product 
to customers as needed

Qualifications:
•High school diploma or GED
•CDL Class A with Haz-Mat 
and Tanker Endorsements
•Able to lift/carry up to 75 
pounds
•Must pass pre-employment 
drug screen
•Must meet DOT and Compa-
ny requirements
•Able to work additional hours 
to meet business demands

Apply today with Crop 
Production Services! 

www.cpsagu.com/careers  
Hermiston, OR. 

WR-CPSrecruiter@cpsagu.com

UPCOMING GARAGE OR 

ESTATE SALE?

 Call 1-800-962-2819

 to advertise it in our   

 classified section and get 
 your sale out there!

LOOKING for livestock buyers? 
Place a low-cost classified ad.


