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“I can sit at home and 
twiddle my thumbs or I can 
go out and do something,” he 
said.

Foust said he gives price 
quotes depending on diffi-
culty — an empty driveway 
at a residence is easy, while 
a vehicle-filled car dealership 
can take quite a while to clear.

“I like doing it at nighttime, 
when there are fewer people 
around ... I work all night long 
when it snows,” he said.

He said many people he 
knows who do snow removal 
own landscaping businesses 
and have to come up with 
something else to do when 
snow covers the grass and 
foliage around town. 

In Pendleton, Kline Land-
scape & Irrigation Inc. already 
has enough residential and 
commercial snow-removal 
customers to keep them from 
taking on any more right now.

“Our people were out for 
12 hours,” Lana Kline said 
of the most recent snowfall. 
“They started at one in the 
morning and didn’t finish 
until the afternoon.”

She said the company 
clears parking lots and keeps 
sidewalks shoveled during 
the winter, which can be 
time-consuming and require 
getting up before dawn to 
finish before the businesses 
open. Deeper snow means 
harder work, and if snow 
falls over multiple days or 
melts and then re-freezes they 
end up returning to the same 
business multiple times. 

“It burns out our employees 
because you’re putting in 
long hours, you’re up at 
weird times and even though 
they’re used to working 
outside they’re using different 
muscles,” Kline said.

When the landscaping 
companies are overbooked, 
some people turn to Facebook 
and word of mouth to find 
individuals offering snow 
removal.

Paul McDonough of 
Hermiston started using a 
small red Kubota tractor with 
front loader and rear blade to 

clear the parking lot where 
his wife works, and soon had 
other businesses and a few 
churches asking if they could 
pay him to clear snow from 
their parking lots. The rest of 
the year McDonough uses the 
tractor for work on a handful 
of acres of land he owns.

“This is my second year 
doing it, I just got the tractor 
a year ago so it’s still new,” he 
wrote in a Facebook message, 
adding, “Good way to offset 
the cost of the tractor.”

He said if people want 
their driveways and parking 
lots cleared, it’s best to make 
the call when snow has first 
fallen instead of waiting until 
it has been compacted by 
vehicles and in some places 
turned to ice.

Naomi Sanchez said her 
husband Ildefonso Zuniga 
cleared snow for several 
businesses on 11th Street in 
Hermiston using his tractor 
during the last week. During 
most of the year he makes 
money growing vegetables 
and strawberries, but winter is 
slow for him.

“This year he hasn’t done 
very many but last year he did 
a lot,” she said of the snow 
removal.

Not everyone charges for 
their services. In Pilot Rock, 
Mike Lankford and a fellow 
snowplower who said he 
would like to remain “low 
key” and anonymous, rigged 
blades to their ATVs and 
cleared surfaces in town that 
don’t get finished by munic-
ipal vehicles.

“I just do it do help people 
out,” Lankford said. “I’m on 
crutches, I’ve been on them 
most of my life. I’ve had six 
different hips, so I know what 
it’s like to get around.”

He said they try to hit 
sidewalks and parking lots 
and other places that don’t get 
cleared by larger plows, so 
that people can have a clearer 
walk all the way from their 
car to the grocery store or 
other businesses.

———
Contact Jade McDowell at 

jmcdowell@eastoregonian.
com or 541-564-4536.
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to snow removal 
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discriminate based on sexual 
orientation, as well as the 
associated damages.

“For the past 10 years, 
the Oregon Equality Act 
of 2007 has protected 
Oregonians from unlawful 
discrimination in housing, 
employment and public 
places,” Avakian said in a 
statement. “Today’s ruling 
sends a strong signal that 
Oregon remains open to all.

“Within Oregon’s public 
accommodations law is the 
basic principle of human 
decency that every person, 
regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender iden-
tity, has the freedom to fully 
participate in society.”

The court found that “the 
record of the complainants’ 
emotional distress from 
the denial of service was 
adequate to support the 
damages award and that the 
award was not inconsistent 
with awards in other BOLI 
enforcement actions.”

The court overturned 
Avakian’s conclusion that 
there was sufficient evidence 
to show the Kleins planned 
to continue the discrimina-
tion, but the commissioner 
had awarded no damages for 

that specific violation.
The Kleins had appealed 

the BOLI commissioner’s 
decision, arguing that it 
violated their constitutional 
right to free expression. 
It was unclear Thursday 
morning whether the Kleins 
plan to appeal the decision to 
the Oregon Supreme Court.

The unanimous decision 
of the Court of Appeals 
was written by Judge Chris 
Garrett and joined by Judges 
Joel DeVore and Bronson 
James.

The First Liberty Insti-
tute, which wrote a brief in 
support of the Kleins, was 
disappointed by the ruling.

“Freedom of expression 
for ourselves should require 
freedom of expression for 
others. Today, the Oregon 
Court of Appeals decided 
that Aaron and Melissa 
Klein are not entitled to the 
Constitution’s promises of 
religious liberty and free 
speech,” Kelly Shackelford, 
President and CEO of First 
Liberty Institute, says. “In 
a diverse and pluralistic 
society, people of good will 
should be able to peace-
fully coexist with different 
beliefs. We are disappointed 
that the court ruled against 
the Kleins.”
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As Krupp walks around the Calpine 
facility on Simplot Road in Stanfield 
he explains various facets of power 
generation.

“That big jet engine sucks in air, 
kind of like what an airplane would 
do,” he said.

The exhaust, which reaches about 
1,100 degrees, goes through a steam 
generator. Steam is run through a 
turbine to make electricity. 

Once they get power onto the grid, 
it is sent via a transmission line to 
the switchyard at the McNary Dam, 
from which it is distributed across the 
state, or to Washington or California. 
The facility is one of two natural gas 
plants in the Hermiston area, with the 
Hermiston Generating Project about 
three miles to its west.

Krupp has an adventurous streak, 
counting skiing and water sports among 
his hobbies. In his spare time, he has 
purchased an old house in Hermiston 
and is busy remodeling it.

This winter, he had a unique skiing 
experience. He traveled to Lake Louise 
in Canada, where he was a volunteer 
worker at the World Cup, an Olym-

pic-qualifying event for skiers.
He was there for over a week, with 

a few other people from Hermiston, 
building and maintaining the courses, 
and providing support wherever it was 
necessary.

Krupp said he applied to volunteer 

at the event and is eager to do it again.
“You’re on the course, so you have 

some of the best views of the races,” he 
said. “And the people doing this — the 
volunteers — are really neat people. 
They’re from all over the world ... just 
an incredible array of people.”
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Jeff Krupp has held several positions within Calpine, a power genera-
tion company.          

KRUPP: Was a volunteer at the World Cup for skiing

Everton Bailey Jr./The Oregonian via AP, File

In this Feb. 5, 2013, photo, Melissa Klein, co-owner of 
Sweet Cakes by Melissa, in Gresham, tells a customer 
that the bakery has sold out of baked goods for the day. 
An appellate court Thursday upheld a penalty against 
the bakery owners who refused to make a cake for a 
same-sex wedding almost five years ago.

BAKERY: Court of Appeals 
decision was unanimous

iPhone 8 is a new generation of iPhone. Designed with the most durable  

glass ever in a smartphone and a stronger aerospace grade aluminum band.  

Charges wirelessly.1 Resists water and dust.2 4.7-inch Retina HD display with 

True Tone.3 12MP camera with new sensor and advanced image signal processor.  

Powered by A11 Bionic, the most powerful and smartest chip ever in a  

smartphone. Supports augmented reality experiences in games and apps.  

With iPhone 8, intelligence has never looked better.

Requires Total Plan with Unlimited Data, new customer  port-in, credit approval and Device Protection+, and comes  via monthly bill credit of $14.97 on a 0% APR 30-mo. Retail 
 Installment Contract plus a $100 U.S. Cellular® Promotional  Card. Limited time only. Additional restrictions apply.

Things we want you to know: New consumer or small-business (20 lines or fewer) port-in and Total Plan with Unlimited Data or Unlimited Data Plus required. Purchase of device via 0% APR 30-month Retail 
Installment Contract, credit approval and Device Protection+ required. Tax due at sale. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, 
conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Unlimited Data Plan(s) 
will stream at standard-definition speeds and will automatically shift to 2G when each line reaches 22GB. Minimum monthly price of Device Protection+ is $9.99/month per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible 
per approved claim applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will 
be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular’s Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service 
Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. Ask an associate for more details. Offer valid on base-memory models. iPhone 8 for $5/Month Offer: Customer will receive $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional 
Card at the point of sale. Reg. price is $699 or $23.30/mo. Bill credit is $14.97/mo. on a 30-mo. Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR. Bill credit applied within three bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. 
Line must remain in good standing. In the event of cancellation of service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract balance. Available on new line activations. The early upgrade 
program is not available with this offer. $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card given at point of sale, or mailed with device via direct fulfillment orders. U.S. Cellular Promotional Card issued by MetaBank,® Member 
FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. Card must be used by expiration date shown on card. Kansas Customers: In areas in which  
U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation 
Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2017 U.S. Cellular
1Charging mat sold separately. 2iPhone 8 and iPhone 8 Plus are splash, water, and dust resistant and were tested under controlled laboratory conditions with a rating of IP67 under IEC standard 60529. Splash, water, 
and dust resistance are not permanent conditions and resistance might decrease as a result of normal wear. Do not attempt to charge a wet iPhone; refer to the user guide for cleaning and drying instructions. Liquid 
damage not covered under warranty. 3Display size is measured diagonally.

iPhone 8
Switch and get

for $5/mo.


