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Reward for information on slain wolves grows to $20,000 Oregon pot

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP)
— The reward for informa-
tion regarding the killing of
two wolves in northeastern
Washington state has grown
to $20,000, two conservation
groups said Monday.

The Center for Biological
Diversity and Cascadia
Wildlands doubled a previ-
ously announced $10,000
reward by Conservation
Northwest for information
leading to conviction in the
killing of the wolves.

Over the  weekend,
officials for the state Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
announced that two wolves
that were being monitored
had been found shot to death.

The animals ~ were
members of the Smackout
and Dirty Shirt packs.

“Poaching wolves or

LA

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife via AP, File

In this Feb. 1, 2017, file image provided the Oregon

Department of Fish and

Wildlife, a wolf pack is

captured by a remote camera in Hells Canyon National
Recreation Area in northeast Oregon.

other wildlife is a deplor-
able crime,” said Noah
Greenwalt, of the Center

for Biological Diversity.
“We need people to come
forward and help put a stop

to the killing of these endan-
gered animals.”

Wolves are a protected
species across the state of
Washington. Poachers can
face fines and jail time.

These killings follow the
poaching of three wolves in
Oregon in the past several
months

“Poaching represents a
real threat to the recovery
of wolves in Washington
and elsewhere on the West
Coast,” said Nick Cady of
Cascadia Wildlands.

Gray wolves were hunted
to extinction in Washington
in the early 1900s. But the
animals started migrating
into the state in the early
2000s from Idaho and
Canada. The first wolf pack
was documented by the
department in 2008.

At the end of 2016, the
state estimated there were
a minimum of 115 wolves,
20 packs and 10 successful
breeding pairs in the state.
All of the documented
wolf packs are east of the
Cascade Range, mostly in
the northeastern corner of
the state.

There have been
numerous conflicts between
wolves and livestock in
recent years, and the state
has killed 18 problem
wolves since 2012, drawing
sharp criticism from envi-
ronmental groups.

Wolves are listed as
endangered by the state in the
eastern third of Washington
and have federal endangered
species protection in the
western two-thirds of the
state.

Rep. Walden gives up spot on tax conference committee

By JEFF MAPES
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Oregon  Rep.  Greg
Walden agreed to give up his
spot on the House-Senate tax
bill conference committee
at the request of another
Republican lawmaker
who wanted to serve on it,
according to a Walden aide.

Spokesman Justin
Discigil said Friday that
Walden surrendered his seat
on the conference committee
to Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich.,
because of his legislative
work on a proposal in the
Senate bill: selling off oil
from the strategic petroleum
reserve to help raise money
for tax cuts.

Walden is
chairman of the
House Energy
and Commerce
Committee while
Upton chairs the
panel’s energy
subcommittee. The
chair of the envi-
ronment subcom-

mittee, Rep. John Walden

Shimkus, R-II1., is
also on the panel working
out differences on the
sweeping tax-cut measure.
A statement from House
Speaker Paul Ryan’s office
on Wednesday said the
energy and  commerce
members would negotiate
oil sales and another much
bigger issue: a Senate provi-
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Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

We are sorry to announce that, due to
illness, we will be permanently closing our
business Friday Dec. 15th. We thank all
of our great customers in Umatilla and
Union counties for letting us serve them
for 36 years.

sion that would
remove the
mandate requiring
individuals to have
health insurance or
face fines.

That raised
questions  about
why Walden would
take himself out
of the picture in
negotiating a key
health care agreement —
something his office didn’t
respond to on Wednesday. At

the time, there was also no
explanation of who sought
the change in membership on
the conference committee.
Discigil said Friday that
the energy and commerce
members would only deal
with the oil sales provision.
The statement on Ryan’s
website had been changed
to say that the energy and
commerce members would
negotiate just the oil issue.
Discigil said the health
mandate issue would be
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negotiated by members of
the House Ways and Means

Committee, which  has
general jurisdiction over
taxes.

“Given jurisdictional

implications of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve provi-
sions in the tax bill,” Discigil
wrote in a statement, “at
Chairman Upton’s request,
Chairman Walden opted
to provide Mr. Upton the
opportunity to serve as a
conferee.”
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The Oregon Residential
Energy Tax Credit will Expire on

shops say
Nazi-linked
mix-up causing
harassment

EUGENE (AP)
Two Oregon pot shops say
they’re getting harassed
for having a similar name
to another marijuana
business owned by a
white nationalist.

The  Register-Guard
reports  that  Oregon
Growers Analytical,
known as OG Analytical,
is a state-accredited
marijuana  testing lab,
whose owner has been
linked to white pride

events and neo-Nazi
groups.

Now, two other pot
businesses, Eugene

OG in Eugene and OG
Collective in Salem, say
they’ve gotten harassed
by phone for the name
mix-up.

Those businesses say
they have nothing to do
with OG Analytical.

Days earlier, OG
Analytical’s Bethany
Sherman issued a
statement saying she’s not
a neo-Nazi but that she
was proud to be white.

Sherman also said
she would resign and
sell the company she
founded, which verifies
pot potency and pesticide
contamination.
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You Could qualify for

as much as a $1300 tax

credit for the installation of a High Efficient

ductless heat

pump system.

Ducted systems can receive as much as
$1125. DON'T WAIT!
Call today for your no cost no
commitment consultation.
509-525-4868.
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