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Oregon medical marijuana lose3ax overhaul could chill U.S.

foothold to recreational industry

DYLAN DARLING
The Register-Guard

EUGENE — A medical
marijuana card used to be the
key to buying and possessing
pot in Oregon.

But the rise of recreational
marijuana is making the
cards primarily valuable
only as a discount card, and
not a necessity to buy, said
Sam Elkington, owner of
Track Town Collective in
Glenwood. The card exempts
the buyer from Oregon'’s state
and local pot taxes, which are,

1374

Brian Davies/The Register-Guard via AP
- : n this Nov. 29 photo, owner Sam Elkington, who
levied on recreational pot.  sid he plans to switch from a medical marijuana dis-
_ Daily sales at medical pot pensary to a recreational model, works at Track Town
dispensaries — once cutting-Collective in Spring eld.
edge hubs for the marijuana
industry — have plummetedas a medical pot dispensary Dispensary owners faced a
as aresult. with the Oregon Health deadline to decide on Friday.
“Medical only is smaller Authority lapse in March. The deadline caused
than small,” Elkington said 3, WV D ¢ QDQFL bh&lica hétlsioteR @ Submit
of the dispensary niche. OnElkington said. D AXUU\ RI IRUPYV
Monday at Track Town, He's not alone in going DQG 2/&& 21¢FLD
customers had bought justrecreational. agencies still were sorting
$58 worth of pot products Medical marijuana card through them on Monday, and
by midafternoon, reinforcing holders these days can gethey expected more to come
why Elkington so far has beentheir pot either at a medical potin throughout the week.
able to employ only himself at store or at a recreational one. Lane County had 31
the store. That has put medical mari medical pot dispensaries
Elkington's little green juana stores in an increasinglyas of April 2015, a couple
pot shop draws about threeXQWHQDEOH ¢ Q D QF Inio@hsS RefdraNthdR Qale
medical marijuana customers Nearly a quarter of the of recreational pot became
a day. Another 15 to 20 poten dispensary license holdersegal. As of this year, the
tial customers come in askingZLWK WKH VW DW Hnédigavddt disgansaRy Icount
for recreational pot, but he 2 KDG QRWL ¢ HG hatkkbpped/tb MétHiwstbres.
can’t sell to them — yet. of Monday that they plan to And the county may have
The rapid growth and apply with the OLCC to sell none next year.
evolution of the marijuana recreational pot rather than “While, obviously, we've
marketplace in Oregon ismedical marijuana, accordngVHHQ D VLJQL¢FD
prompting Elkington to apply to Oregon Health Authority the last year or two in dispen
with the Oregon Liquor spokesman Jonathan Modiesaries, patients still have the
Control  Commission  to Only four indicated plans to option to purchase medical
become a recreational potremain a medical marijuana(marijuana) at recreational
shop. He plans to let his statushop. shops,” Modie said.

Two high school students reportedly sho

GRAHAM, Wash. parking lot near a football PDOH VXVSHFWYV
(AP) — Authorities saytwo ¢ HOG ZKLOH W K¥ehigeyV polsisibly ZaDCGhevy
students reportedly werefound in a locker room. Impala.
shot outside a high school7KH VKHULIIMY RIZEH WKDOHWLIITV
south of Seattle in Graham. both victims were taken deputies checking school

The Pierce County Sher to hospitals. Their condi grounds have found no inrdi
LITfV 21¢FH VDL ®Bns7 Xéteh® Drnimediately cations that shooters remai
that the incident happenedknown. on campus. All students
at Graham-Kapowsin High 7KH VKHULIITV SRl /R HaviiusVare with
School. the shots reportedly weredeputies and considered b

7KH VKHULIITV RUHRH RO\WKH (authevitieg to+H¥ Qafé while
one student was found in aRoad side of campus andnvestigation continues.
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affordable housing constructior

GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associated Press

Oregon to Massachusettgground in January, but t
to llinois to Minnesota. fate of future projects is le
The concern comes at acertain, he said.
PORTLAND — Munic time when homelessness is More than half ¢
ipal governments worry soaring on the West Coastaffordable housing proje
the tax overhaul in Wash amid an acute shortage ofnationwide rely on a
ington, D.C. could chill the affordable housing. Cities, percent tax credit th
construction of affordable including Portland, are can only be claimed by
housing as homelessnessushing to get projects in thedeveloper if at least half
reaches a crisis point on thepipeline to address the crisis. WKH FRQVWUXFW L
West Coast. “It's a little bit of chaos by private activity bond
21 FLDOV ZLWK h¥ddalsekiere¥ Is@ thuch torhe bonds are awarded
authority in  Portland, unpack in the implications states, with the help of lot
Oregon, said Tuesday theof this and folks are scram governments, for qualifyir
U.S. could lose nearly 1 bling,” Michael Buonocore, projects.
million units of affordable executive director of Pert ~ While both House ar
housing over 10 years if land’s housing authority, said Senate versions of the
WKH ¢QDO ELODO iH®pherieQriewiehy “TWKil currently retain low-in
tax-exempt status for a typeis straightforward math andcome housing tax cred
of bond commonly used byit is not just funding for the House version wot
GHYHORSHUV WR pigi®hQusidg nat B (duBely remove the tax-exempt ste
able housing. funneled through the govern of the private activity bonc
That estimate comesment. The Ilow-income making them essentia
from a recent analysis bytax credit fuels private XVHOHVYV DV D ¢ QI
Novogradac & Co., a Sanindustry and lenders too, so The analysis by Nowvo
b accountingt’s across the spectrum.”  gradac & Co. also estima
V S H F UDRottlhRdy for BXx@mple, that lowering the corpore
affordableuncertainty over the fate oftax rate from 35 percent
housing issues. the private activity bonds 20 percent — a feature
While the tax hill is has added $1 million to theboth the House and Ser
QRW (QDOL]JHG coS tfy & &4R-Briit Lhfford versions of the tax bill -
are now racing to lock in able housing complex, thewould effectively devalt
cQDQFLQJ DQG W laigedt Ghatrs e hi@twhlow income housing t
over the bonds has raisedPortland in many years, credits and result in a loss
upfront costs for some proj Buonocore said. Developersinvestor equity nationally
ects, affecting projects fromwill  nonetheless  break about $1.2 billion.
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Licensed Oregon Realtors
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$91,900 #17347563
Great Investment Fixer upper i
3 bedroom 2 bath your dream
sf shop with concrete oor! Shd
bath. Large .5 acre lot means
vehicles and toys. Three bed
with enclosed porch has 2 bat
garage. Move here and enjoy

$157,500 #17393868

! t odeled--New carpet, int
dﬁhgﬁpounters. New tile shower
) [B1@13tairs has family room wit
@%iﬁs&e pantry, bedroom and
features kitchen, dining
Hobadirooms, 1 bath. This home
! Newer exterior paint & n|

D >* Home is_full of charm and
8gsntact Patti Burres 541-57

$120,000 #17552195
oﬂ%alji%‘with detached g
55 fge corner lot in Pe
n.taglchain link fenced.

é@@%Attractive neighb

uhlgrder to  find 4 bed
888&ntact Patti Burres 541-57

Contact Patti Burres 541-57

BOARDMAN:2 Marine Dre 541-481-2888 IRRIGON/O Columbia River Hwy541-922-2888
HERMISTON320 South Hwy 395 541-564-0888

WWW.AMWESTPROP .COM



