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rain tapering off; however, periods of rain
at the coast.

Clear to partly cloudy tonight. Mostly sunny
tomorrow.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Washington Senate order bans
all firearms from public gallery

OLYMPIA, Wash.
(AP) — All fircarms will
be banned from the public
galleries above the Wash-
ington Senate floor once the
legislative session begins
in January, under an order
issued Monday by Lt. Gov.
Cyrus Habib.

Habib, a Democrat who
serves as the presiding officer
of the chamber, told The Asso-
ciated Press and Northwest
News Network that his goal is
to create a safer environment
for all working in the Senate.
The move comes nearly three
years after officials decided to
ban openly carried weapons
in the House and Senate
public viewing areas, as well
as the public hearing rooms at
the Capitol’s legislative office
buildings.

Habib’s order expands that
rule to include those carrying
concealed weapons  with
permits. For now, the rule
is limited just to the public
galleries in the Senate and
doesn’t include the committee
rooms.

“I don’t want us to be
implementing this type of
order the day after some type
of tragedy,” Habib said. “I
want to be doing it preemp-
tively and in a way that’s
respectful.”

The rule also doesn’t cover
the House, which would
need to take its own action
if officials there wanted to
follow suit. House officials
said Monday that there are
currently no discussions on
changing that chamber’s
policy.

Habib said that at this
point there’s no plan for

Corrections

In the “Home for the
Holidays” special section
published Nov. 22, incor-
rect dates were given for
the Hermiston Christmas
Market. It will be Sat-
urday, Dec. 16 from 2-6
p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 17
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
East Oregonian works
hard to be accurate and
sincerely regrets any er-
rors. If you notice a mis-
take in the paper, please
call 541-966-0818.

metal detectors outside of the
galleries or storage lockers
for people to store their
gun, though in a letter sent
Monday to the chamber’s
sergeant at arms, he asked
for logistical and costs factors
related to metal detectors by
the start of the next session.
Currently, visitors to the
Capitol do not need to go
through any screening to enter
the building.

Under the order, which
will be enforced starting on
Jan. 8, overcoats or large bags
that could be used to conceal
firearms into the galleries
will also be prohibited in the
public viewing area, and there
will be increased vigilance
by security prior to and
during Senate floor sessions.
Habib said that while his
main concern is about assault
weapons being hidden and
brought into the galleries, the
order applies to all firearms.

“The message to members
of the public is that— as in the
case in countless government
buildings around the country,
including most statehouses,

AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file
In this June 30 photo, the public gallery is visible
above the Senate floor at upper right in the Capitol in
Olympia, Wash.

courthouses all over the place
— this is a particular setting
where it’s not deemed safe to
have weapons,” he said. “This
is in no way a statement about
those individuals’ lawful
ability to bear arms.”

Dave Workman,
spokesman for the Bellev-
ue-based Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and
Bear Arms, disagreed, saying
that Habib’s statements were
“disingenuous at best because
this absolutely is a statement
about those individuals’
lawful ability to bear arms.”

“We’re not talking about
guns really, we’re talking
about the public’s right to
access to watch their govern-
ment in action,” he said.
“Whether they’re armed or
disarmed, I’'m not too sure
that’s really the point here.
This looks like an attempt to
keep some people out of the
senate galleries that never
caused a problem before.”

In a statement, Democratic
Senate  Majority  Leader
Sharon Nelson said these
kinds of steps “are needed to
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keep the public safe.”
“Mass  shootings  are
preventable,  yet  occur

seemingly weekly in our
country,” she wrote. “People
come to the Legislature
every day just like they go
to movie theaters, churches,
concerts, malls, night clubs,
offices and schools every day.
There should be a reasonable
expectation they can go about
their lives without fear of
violence.”

According to the National
Conference of State Legisla-
tures, 10 states — including
Washington — are “open
carry” and allow guns in their
statehouse buildings, 13 allow
guns with a permit, and three
permit only legislators to
carry guns in the building.

“I understand that public
safety is the driving concern
behind banning guns in the
public galleries of the Senate,
but I trust that the lieutenant
governor will seek legal
advice to ensure that the order
also respects the public’s
constitutional rights,” Repub-
lican Minority Leader Mark
Schoesler said in a written
statement.

Openly carried weapons
are still allowed in the main
public areas of the Washington
Capitol and on the grounds of
the Capitol campus.
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SKI, SNOWBOARD,
OUTDOOR + WINTER
CLOTHING,
BOOTS & GEAR

SALE HOURS:
FRI. DEC.1 - 5PM-9PM

SAT. DEC.2 - 9AM-5PM
SUN. DEC.3 - 11AM-3 PM

Consignment Registration:
. Friday Dec.1+2PM-4:30 PM

The line will close at 4 PM

LOCATION:
HOLIDAY INN EVENT CENTER AT
TRACPASCO, WASHINGTON
ROAD 68, EXIT 9 ON 1-182

509.522.1443

www.theskiswap.com
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Portland ‘cop watcher’ arrested on
federal firearms charge

PORTLAND (AP) — A so-called “cop watcher” who
angered Portland police and prosecutors by showing up
at their homes has been charged in federal court with
being a felon in possession of a firearm.

Christopher Ryan Ponte
was arrested earlier this month
for holding and using firearms
in January despite a felony
record.

Authorities cited Facebook
posts made by Ponte that show him firing weapons
including an AK-47 assault rifle in a forested area near
Estacada.

The 36-year-old Ponte tells The Oregonian/
OregonLive that he’s being unfairly targeted by police
because of his surveillance activity.

Ponte was convicted in 2016 of possession of a stolen
vehicle.

He started a group called Oregon Cop Block and
has visited the homes of former police Chief Mike
Marshman, a police captain and a deputy district
attorney.

Oregon State reports another case of
meningococcal disease

CORVALLIS (AP) — Another Oregon State
University student has been diagnosed with
meningococcal disease.

Administrators told KGW the student was diagnosed
Friday after their family realized the symptoms were
in line with the disease. The student was immediately
hospitalized and was reported to be in good condition
Sunday.

The student is the fifth at OSU to be treated for
meningococcal disease in the past year, which qualifies
as an outbreak. The university has responded by holding
mass vaccination clinics.

The disease primarily afflicts young people and can
spread in group living situations such as dormitories.

A University of Oregon student died during a
meningococcal outbreak on the Eugene campus in 2015.

It's not too late to get your flu shot!

Available for individuals 6 months of age and older.

FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE NOW

Umatilla County Public Health is
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and preserving the health of
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Call 541.278.5432 for details
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