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Getting into the Christmas spirit

Santa greets a little boy Saturday during the Altrusa Annual Holiday Bazaar at the Pendleton Convention Center. For more on 

regional holiday events that took place this weekend see page 3A.

East Oregonian

Ambulance service, a transient 

tax and the dangerous intersection 

at Edwards and Feedville roads will 

lead off the Umatilla County Board 

of Commissioners meeting.

The board meets Wednesday at 

9 a.m. in room 130 at the Umatilla 

County Courthouse, Pendleton.

Commisioners will consider 

adopting the county’s latest 

ambulance service plan, which the 

Oregon Heath Authority reviewed 

last month. The state organization 

found several strengths in the plan, 

including clear requirements for 

emergency communications and 

systems access.

OHA also found areas for 

improvement, including the need 

for a plan for better quality and why 

Weston and Athena must reply on 

mutual aid to cover their calls, rather 

than having existing agencies cover 

the area.

A county-wide transient room 

tax also is up for discussion, as well 

as the possibility of a four-way stop 

at the intersection of Edwards and 

Feedville roads, the site of another 

terrible crash two weeks ago.

Among other issues, the board 

will consider updating the county’s 

policy to prohibit most animals and 

pets from county facilities.

Commissioners take on dangerous 

roads, taxes, ambulance service

East Oregonian

Pendleton Police Chief 

Stuart Roberts identifi ed the 

body found Thursday in Pend-

leton as Alfonso Alva-Reyes, 

58, of Milton-Freewater.

Police worked through the 

weekend trying to fi nd Alva-

Reyes’ relatives or someone 

who knew him, Roberts said. 

The man lived in many places 

but there was little information 

about who he knew. Police 

fi nally connected Monday with 

someone in Mexico, Roberts 

said, and that effort required a 

Spanish-English interpreter. 

Dog walkers found the 

body Thursday morning near 

the southeast edge of the 

McKennon Station fence, off 

the frontage road paralleling 

the Umatilla River. Roberts 

said police found no obvious 

signs of foul play at the scene, 

but the Oregon State Medical 

Examiner’s Offi ce in Portland 

performed an autopsy and 

tests.
Roberts said the medical 

examiner ruled Alva-Reyes 

died from advanced cirrhosis 

and hypothermia.

Pendleton police ID 

body found Thursday

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

Jeana Beck wore many hats, 

as an autism advocate, a Board of 

Realtors member and a friend to 

many in Hermiston. But according 

to her son, one role really stood out.

“She was ‘mom’ to all my friends, she 

was friends with all my friends,” said 

her son Jesse Smith. “Exactly what 

you’d want out of a mom.”

Beck was found dead in Lincoln 

City on Friday after her son, Jacob 

Smith, reported her missing the night 

before. There were no visible marks on 

her when she was found, and the cause 

of death has yet to be determined. 

The circumstances surrounding her 

death are still unclear, and family and 

friends are searching for answers. She 

went out on Thursday evening and did 

not return to the Rodeway Inn where 

she and her son were staying. She 

was later found in a canal behind the 

motel.
Smith said his mother was in 

Lincoln City accompanying Jacob to 

a job conference.

Lincoln City Police Chief Keith 

Kilian said the circumstances of 

Beck’s death are still under investiga-

tion, and that they are waiting for the 

results of the autopsy report from the 

medical examiner’s offi ce.

“We’ve heard multiple things,” 

Smith said. “We’ve heard everything 

you can think of. The truth is, we 

don’t know.”

Former Hermiston resident found dead in Lincoln City

Contributed photo

Jeana Beck, a former Hermiston resident and autism advocate, was 

found dead in Lincoln City on Friday. Beck had been visiting the 

coastal town for a job conference with her son. 
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By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

With the urban renewal district 

nearing the end of its lifespan, 

the Pendleton Development 

Commission met to discuss the 

last six years of its current term 

and the possibility of extending 

it further. 

Moderated by Susan Bower 

of Eastern Oregon Business 

Source, members of the Pend-

leton City Council and its asso-

ciated committees met Friday 

to consider the future of the 

urban renewal district: should it 

maintain its current path, tweak 

some of its goals and program-

ming, or should the development 

commission target certain areas 

for improvement.

At the beginning of the 

meeting, Charles Denight, the 

commission’s associate director, 

went through a presentation 

that detailed some of the urban 

renewal district’s successes. 

Since its start in 2003, the 

commission’s investments are 

almost evenly split between 

$2.2 million for public projects 

that included land purchases, 

gateway enhancements and 

parks, and $2.1 million for 

private investments within the 

district.

The lion’s share of private 

investments went to the façade 

program, which provides grants 

to downtown businesses and 

buildings interested in improving 

their storefronts. As Denight 

fl ipped through the slides, he 

showed as the stucco and wood 

of the pre-renewal façades gave 

Urban 

renewal 

district 

up for 

debate

See PENDLETON/8A

See BECK/8A

Cause of death has 

yet to be determined

Cloudy with 

occasional rain

Tuesday

“Let’s identify what we 

want to accomplish and 

let’s see if that merits 

extending the district.“

— Scott Fairley, 

Pendleton City Councilor
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By GEORGE PLAVENEast Oregonian

Hermiston High School sopho-
more Jenna Wallace stood Tuesday 
morning in front of a class of third-
graders at West Park Elementary 
School, unfazed by her sudden role 
reversal from student to teacher, 
and enthusiastically launched into 
a carefully planned lesson about the 
life cycle of a pumpkin.It all starts with a seed, Wallace 

explained, which later grows into 
a sprout and then a vine. The vine 
produces bright yellow flowers, 
which eventually become small 
green pumpkins and, finally, the 
big orange pumpkins everyone 
knows and loves to carve into 
jack-o’-lanterns at Halloween. The 
kids followed along by drawing 
pictures of each life stage on their 
worksheets, and numbered them 
one through six in order.Wallace was joined at the 

head of the class by fellow HHS 
students Logan Sinor, Garrett Hills, 
Maleena Moore, Jayda Hoston, 
Ellen Jakobsen and Diana Egerer 
as part of the high school’s annual 
fall Agriculture in the Classroom 
tour. More than 50 high-schoolers 
participated in the event, visiting 
every elementary school in the 
Hermiston School District and 
giving agriculture-themed lessons 
to 946 first, second and third grade 
students.

Once the kids finished coloring 
their perfect pumpkins, Wallace and 
the rest of the group helped to serve 
a tasty snack of graham crackers 
topped with pumpkin pie filling. “This is something I look 

forward to each season we do it,” 
Wallace said. “It’s fun to see their 
faces light up when we walk in.”As a statewide nonprofit orga-

nization, Oregon Agriculture in 

the Classroom strives to educate 
students on the importance of 
farming and natural resources by 
providing lesson plans to K-12 
teachers that highlight agriculture, 
while also promoting skills in math, 
science, history and nutrition.Jessica Jansen, the group’s 

executive director, said they are 
supported through grants and 
donations from the agricultural 
community. Their mission is to 
work with local partners — such 
as Hermiston FFA — to improve 
agricultural literacy, provide a basic 
understanding of farming and help 
to bridge the urban-rural divide.

“It’s a small portion of Orego-
nians involved in the actual 
growing and producing of food and 
other agricultural products,” Jansen 
said. “We want students to think of 
agriculture as an opportunity for 
them in the future.”Last school year, Oregon Agri-

culture in the Classroom reached 
more than 190,000 students in 
all 36 counties across the state, 
according to stats provided by the 
organization. Jansen said she is 
always impressed with the level of 
involvement in Hermiston.“Hermiston does a fantastic job, 

and they have an ability to reach 

so many students with so many 
elementary schools in the district,” 
she said.

Brianna Smith, agriculture 
teacher at HHS, developed Tues-
day’s pumpkin lesson through 
tools provided by Agriculture in 
the Classroom. She watched from 
the back of the classroom with a 
wide grin as her pupils took charge, 
leading the discussion and calling 
on kids to answer questions.“It makes me so proud,” Smith 

said. “I just get butterflies inside, 
and I can’t stop smiling.”Smith, who taught second 

and third grade at Rocky Heights 

Elementary before moving to the 
high school earlier this year, said 
Agriculture in the Classroom 
literacy programs are about 
the only science some of these 
younger students will receive as 
teachers are constrained by other 
required standards.As for the high school kids, 

Smith said they too gain valuable 
educational skills and experience.

“I want them to walk away with 
just the importance of teaching and 
advocating for agriculture,” she 
said.

Smith said HHS will do an Agri-
culture in the Classroom tour this 
spring as well for fourth-graders, 
only this time it will be entirely up to 
the high-schoolers to plan, prepare 
and conduct their own lesson plans.

Sinor, a sophomore at HHS, was 
quick to point out that Hermiston is 
an agricultural community, and said 
it is important for kids to understand 
from an early age where their food 
comes from and why farmers are so 
necessary.

“The world wouldn’t survive 
without agriculture, and it’s 
important for kids to know how 
much work it is and how much we 
need it,” Sinor said.Hills, a fellow sophomore, 

said Agriculture in the Classroom 
allows kids to be creative, while 
possibly planting a seed for the next 
generation of agricultural leaders.

“Helping kids to learn about 
agriculture, it could spark some 
ideas in their head,” Hills said. 
“They could help feed the world, 
and make the world a better place.”

Agriculture in the Classroom is 
another way, too, to show kids that 
modern agriculture is more than 
just sows, cows and plows, Wallace 
added. 

“Really, agriculture can branch 
out to these students as well,” she 
said. “Anyone can be involved in 
that.” 

———Contact George Plaven at 
gplaven@eastoregonian.com or 
541-966-0825.

On a mission to ag-vocate

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston senior Ellen Jacobsen listens to third-grader Aleesia 

Fairlay while helping teach a class Tuesday at West Park Elementary 

School in Hermiston. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston sophomore Jayde Hoston, left, and junior Maleena Moore, second from right, help 

third-graders Maddexx Caballero, Fadhili Ibochwa and Jacob Linkel make pumpkin pie in a bag on 

Tuesday at West Park Elementary School in Hermiston. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston sophomore Logan Sinor reads the book “How Many 

Seeds in a Pumpkin?” to a class of third-graders on Tuesday at 

West Park Elementary School in Hermiston.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston sophomore Jenna Wallace teaches a class about the life cycle of a pumpkin plant to a classroom of third-graders at West Park Elementary School on Tuesday 

in Hermiston. 

Hermiston High School students bring science, fun to elementary schools
“The world wouldn’t survive without agriculture, and it’s important for kids to know how much work it is and how much we need it.”

— Logan Sinor,  sophomore at HHS
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By KATHY ANEY
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As a student in a one-room McKay Creek schoolhouse nearly nine decades ago, Dorys Grover recalls getting in trouble on purpose.Her teacher would send her to the dreaded closet where naughty students went to ponder their wrong-doing.
“I spent a lot of time in the closet,” Grover said. “I liked it because all the new books were there.”That reverence of the written word has stuck with her, and at age 96 she still fi res up her laptop and writes every day. 

The words add up. This fall, she released her fourth book, “Oregon 

Pioneer Cattle Barons,” after 10 years of writing and research. Now, she is working on a novel.
When she isn’t writing, she reads. Books fi ll shelves, her nightstand and an entire closet. 
Her interest in cattle and horses came naturally while growing up in a ranching family.
“I’ve always been interested in cattle,” she said. “And I rode on horseback to school for eight years. Six miles in snow, rain or wind.”She might have soaked in some of her grandfather’s pioneer spirit, too. Oliver Purl Bowman came as a baby by wagon train to Emigrant Springs in 1862. On 4,000 acres there and in the Tutuilla Creek area, Bowman raised cattle and sheep. He opened Pendleton’s Bowman Hotel in the mid-1950s. 

Love of literature and the call of the cattle barons

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Pendleton author Dorys Grover, standing at the front gate of her fam-

ily ranch near Pendleton, has penned a new book called “Oregon Pi-

oneer Cattle Barons” about infl uential cattle ranchers in the state. 

PENDLETON

At 96, Dorys Grover 
publishes fourth book

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Cyndie Traner heard a lot of words of support for her business over the years, but words don’t pay the bills.
That’s what she told people who came into the C&R Mercan-tile in Hermiston for the vintage shop’s going out of business sale this week.

“People come in once a year and say, ‘See, I support your business,’ but you’re not showing me with your actions,” she said. “Actions speak louder than words.”
It’s a theme she said she has heard from other friends who have closed their small businesses over the years — people want the business to stick around as an option, but they don’t spend money there often enough to keep the doors open.

Eventually, some business owners like Traner decide they’re done.
“I lost a lot of time with my 

husband,” she said. “I lost a lot of money building something for my community that I could have been building up my own home. I just got tired of doing so much for so little in return.”
According to the federal Small Business Administration, about a third of businesses fail within 

the fi rst two years and only half make it past fi ve. Those odds are what have helped inspire “shop local” and pro-small business movements like Small Business Saturday, which encourages people to shop at a small business the Saturday after Thanksgiving.Traner can name a lot of 

businesses that have come and gone in the last few years around Hermiston — home deçor shop Indulge, fl orist Bloomz, barbecue restaurant Sharon’s Sweet Treats and Catering, clothing shop Bare Necessities, craft store Defi ning Details, UFO Gaming, Crazy Mike’s Video and steakhouses Stockman’s and Stet’s, to name a few.
Often those spaces don’t stay empty for long, however, as a new group of entrepreneurs decide to take a gamble on opening up their dream business. UFO Gaming has 

RISKY BUSINESS

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

An empty store front has replaced Crazy Mikes Video on West 
Highland Avenue in Hermiston.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Cindy Traner, owner of C and R Mercantile Co. in Hermiston, walks through her store Tuesday. After fi ve years in operation, 

Traner is shuttering her business and moving on. 

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

The thematic consistency of a potential Round-Up queen’s name isn’t considered during the selection process, but it certainly doesn’t hurt Betsy West. West, 21, has the perfect cowgirl name but also has the experience to back it up. An Athena native, a press release states that West has spent so much time on a horse she can’t remember her fi rst ride on the front of her parents’ saddle.“After a long weekend away from home, going out 
to the barn and 
thanking my 
horses for a great 
parade, or getting on  my fi lly was 
my favorite way 
to wind down and 
relax,” she said in 
a statement. “I receive so much clarity and joy from being horseback.”As both a horsewoman and Round-Up royalty, West’s roots run deep. Her sister, mother and great grandmother were all Round-Up princesses while her father was a competitor. On top of that, her family breeds and trains quarter horses. West is a student at the College of Idaho, where she’s studying health sciences. Her accomplishments while in Caldwell includes the Howard Berger Travel Scholarship to document history at ancient Chinese temples.
West and the rest of her four-woman court were announced at Doug Corey’s home in Athena. The ladies will now embark on a promotional tour at events throughout the Northwest and make more than 200 scheduled appearances. • Josilyn Fullerton, 18, of Dayton, Washington, has been on horseback since she was six and has carried pennants at the Round-Up in addition to her help pushing calves and with the Children’s Round-Up. She also comes with rodeo court experi-

Small businesses face big hurdles to survive

See BUSINESS/8A

See GROVER/14A

“You need some kind of support to get through the low times. As a business owner you’re the last one to get paid, if you even get paid.”
— Susan Bower, Eastern Oregon Business Source

Betsy West

Round-Up 
names 2018 
queen, court

PENDLETON

More inside
Stockholders get 
special seat at 
Round-Up table
REGION/3A

See ROUND-UP/14A

By PHIL WRIGHT 

and GEORGE PLAVEN

East Oregonian

Two of the biggest names in 

retail are investing serious money 

in Umatilla and Morrow counties 

as they wage a multi-billion dollar 

battle for the hearts and wallets of 

consumers across the globe.

Walmart, which has stores in 

Pendleton and Hermiston as well as a 

massive distribution center just south 

of Hermiston, disperses an annual 

payroll of $63 million in Umatilla 

County. Amazon, meanwhile, has 

grown into the world’s largest online 

retailer, and has spent more than $2 

billion building new data centers in 

Morrow County alone.

Both corporate giants have estab-

lished a major presence in the area, 

and neither appear to be letting up as 

they duel for shopping supremacy. 

That has added local jobs and grown 

the local tax base.

Brick and mortar

Tom Heidegger, who is based in 

Pasco, is the market manager for 12 

Walmart stores in Eastern Oregon, 

eastern Washington and parts of 

Idaho. He was at the recent reopening 

of the Pendleton store following 

weeks of major upgrades and told 

the crowd of associates — Walmart’s 

term for employees — a hard truth: 

Walmart did not always have a good 

connection to the community and 

customers of Pendleton.

Tuesday during a phone inter-

view, Heidegger said that situation 

had to change. He has been market 

manager for 10 years, he said, and 

recognized Pendleton is a tight-knit 

community. Previous managers of 

the Pendleton store did not even live 

in town.

“They weren’t doing anything, 

really, as far as the community goes,” 

he said.
Shawna Nulf, going on four years 

as the Pendleton store manager, does 

live in town, as did her predecessor. 

Heidegger said their personal pres-

ence makes a difference. Nulf, for 

example, is involved with charities, 

including Relay for Life, and is a new 

Pendleton Chamber of Commerce 

ambassador.

That’s the kind of connection the 

corporation can’t just buy.

“Shawna has really made it her 

home,” Heidegger said. “She’s a 

perfect fi t for the community.”

Nulf said she has grown to see 

the Pendleton crew as an extended 

family. She oversees 230 employees 

at the Pendleton Walmart, 70 percent 

of whom work full time. Heidegger 

By GEORGE PLAVEN

EO Media Group

F
rench fries, hash browns and 

Tillamook cheese packs are 

dietary staples at the annual 

Hermiston Farm Fair, providing 

a quick, dependable snack for 

attendees in between day-long seminars 

about growing healthy crops.

This year, organizers decided to expand 

the Farm Fair’s culinary offering as part of 

an opening day reception Wednesday, Nov. 

29 for event sponsors and trade show ven-

dors, featuring simple dishes such as Asian 

carrot salad and whole grain blueberry muf-

fi ns that showcase the region’s vast agricul-

tural variety.

The reception will run from 5:15 to 7 

p.m., closing out the fi rst day of Farm Fair at 

the Eastern Oregon Trade and Event Center. 

Debbie Pedro, director of the Greater Herm-

iston Area Chamber of Commerce, said they 

expect to serve at least 100 people over the 

course of the evening.

It is the fi rst year the Farm Fair will host 

a reception for sponsors and vendors, and 

should not be confused with the public Farm 

Fair Banquet, which is scheduled for 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 30 at the Hermiston Con-

ference Center. Tickets are $30, and may 

be purchased at the chamber of commerce 

offi ce.
Angie Treadwell, SNAP-Ed Program 

coordinator for Umatilla and Morrow coun-

ties, was put in charge of the menu for the 

reception, and has tracked down a number 

of recipes making use of locally grown po-

tatoes, carrots, broccoli and other veggies.

Angie Treadwell, Umatilla-Morrow SNAP-Ed Program Coordinator, helps prepare food.

44TH ANNUAL HERMISTON FARM FAIR 

Seminars & Tradeshow will be November 29 to December 1, at the 

Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center, 1705 E. Airport Rd, Hermiston.
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Randy and Sharon Bigot won the best classical residential display in the Pendleton Chamber of Commerce’s 2016 Christmas lighting contest. The Bigots 

use classical incandescent bulbs and hard-shelled lawn ornaments in the decorations.

Christmas 
events come 
into motion 
in Pendleton
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L
ast Thanksgiving afternoon we arrived at the La 

Quinta Inn in Caldwell, Idaho, road weary in the 

way all parents of small children understand.

Hauling as many bags, stuffed animals and 

miscellaneous snack packages as my arms and 

shoulders could bear, I 

stepped up to the check-in 

counter.
“I have a reservation 

for Wattenburger,” I said, 

“W-A-T-T ...”

A smile crossed the 

clerk’s face.

“You’re Bill’s 

son-in-law?” she asked.

She had met Bill Tatum.

It didn’t come as a 

surprise anymore. Every 

employee and patron of 

every establishment Bill frequented got to know 

Bill, and vice versa. Given two minutes he would 

learn their hometown, parents’ hometown, name and 

number of siblings and weekend plans — and he’d 

share in kind.

Bill, faithfully married to the same woman since 

the Carter administration, could have taught a course 

in speed dating.

Keep the 

empty seat warm

Daniel

Wattenburger
Comment

BLACK FRIDAY 
DEALS AND 

SALES INSIDE

See THANKSGIVING/16A

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

A semi-truck enters the Wal-Mart distribution center on Tuesday outside of Hermiston. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

To keep up with their online demand Amazon has 16 data centers 

built or under construction in Umatilla and Morrow counties. 

RETAIL BATTLEFIELDWALMART vs. AMAZON IN EASTERN OREGON

More to come

Local businesses fi ght to 

capture a share of sales.

In Saturday’s Edition

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

Ed Edmo remembers the 

day Celilo Falls vanished.

As the waters rose on 

that day in 1957, the roar of 

the falls fell silent. Fishing 

platforms and the village of 

Celilo disappeared under a 

hungry Columbia River. An 

iconic Indian fi shing area 

just vanished as if it had 

never existed.

But it had. 

For Edmo and other 

Indians, the memory still 

brings pain.

“It hurt my heart to see 

that,” he said. 

Edmo was 11 that day. 

His father let him skip school 

to watch the water rise.

The Shoshone-Bannock 

Indian grew up near the falls, 

which served as a prime 

fi shing area and trading 

center, known as the “Wall 

Street of the West.” Edmo’s 

family moved to Celilo Falls 

from the Duck Valley Indian 

Reservation in Nevada when 

he was six months old. The 

family lived in a house built 

from railroad ties. They had 

Memories of Celilo

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Ed Edmo, who grew up near Celilo Falls, tells a story 

Tuesday at Blue Mountain Community College. 

Ed Edmo recalls 

fi shing on lost falls

See EDMO/16A

See RETAIL/16A

Big businesses compete for consumers in stores and online

PENDLETON

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

A stockholder rebellion 

nearly toppled the Pendleton 

Round-Up Board of Directors 

pick for president. 

The Round-Up’s annual 

stockholder meeting is usually 

a sedate gathering where the 

board of directors picks a 

president and board members 

and update investors on the 

current state and future of the 

rodeo — while many sip on 

Pendleton whisky. 

But Tuesday’s event was a 

dramatic departure from the 

standard meeting, as a large 

minority of stockholders 

tried to elect former Director 

Carl Culham over the board’s 

pick, former Director Dave 

O’Neill. 
According to Round-Up 

Publicity Director Randy 

Thomas, there are approxi-

mately 444 shareholders, and 

at times it seemed like almost 

all of them were represented 

in the Let’Er Buck Room. A 

line snaked out the door as 

staff checked IDs 

The tussle started 

almost immediately when a 

stockholder moved to close 

nominations after O’Neill 

was nominated. After a voice 

vote proved too close to call, 

a clear show of hands turned 

down the motion. 

Another stockholder 

nominated Carl Culham 

to run against O’Neill and 

subsequent a motion was 

approved to vote through a 

paper ballot rather than the 

usual voice vote.

Indians Director Rob 

Collins tried to get supporters 

and the candidates to make 

speeches before voters 

submitted their ballots, but he 

was able to garner only two 

testimonials before almost 

every stockholder voted. 

Round-Up volunteer 

Connie Caplinger said she 

appreciated Culham’s atten-

tion to volunteers while Tim 

Hawkins, a former Round-Up 

president, said the voters 

should put trust in their board. 

“If we trust them to run 

our rodeo, how the hell do 

O’ Neill 

wins vote 

for board 

president
Stockholders nearly 

buck board nomination

See ROUND-UP/16A

If you don’t subscribe, here’s what you missed: 

News, features, sports, crime reports, public notices, entertainment, comics, puzzles, 

classified ads, bargains and more ...
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to Stanfi eld’s 
police chief
OPINION/4A

FFA TEAM 
WINS STATE 
COMPETITION
REGION/3A

142nd Year, No. 27 WINNER OF THE 2017 ONPA GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD One dollar

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2017

Your Weekend

Disney-Pixar via AP

Aspiring musician Miguel, 

confronted with his family’s 

ancestral ban on music, 

enters the Land of the Dead 

to work out the mystery.

For showtime, Page 5A 
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5A football championship

vs.

Churchill vs. Hermiston

Saturday, 6 p.m., 

at Hillsboro Stadium

Fri Sat Sun

By JADE MCDOWELL 
and PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

The internet is up in arms 
over net neutrality — and 
the debate is playing out 
locally, too.

The discussion has been 
making the rounds after 
Federal Communications 
Commission chairman Ajit 
Pai announced Tuesday 
he was recommending the 
commission reduce regu-

lations on internet service 
providers, including a Title 
II protection that designates 
the internet as a utility like 
telephone lines. One result 
would be providers no 
longer have to treat all web 
traffi c the same, allowing 
them to prioritize certain 

websites over others when 
it comes to download speed 
or charge customers more 
for high-speed access to 
sites such as Netfl ix.

Much of the battle over 
net neutrality boils down 
to a question of whether 
government regulation or 

free market competition is 
the more effective means 
of keeping the internet 
accessible.

Joe Franell, CEO of 
Hermiston-based internet 
service provider Eastern 
Oregon Telecom, believes 
competition, not regulatory 

control, is the key to a 
healthy market. For decades 
the internet was completely 
unregulated, and he said 
that’s what many people 
believe allowed it to 
fl ourish.

Franell said what Pai 
is proposing would give 
providers more fl exibility 
but require them to disclose 
their practices so consumers 
could choose companies 
offering what they were 
looking for.

“Net neutrality is only 
a problem when you only 
have one choice,” he said. 
“If you don’t like what a 

What net neutrality means in Eastern Oregon

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Stanfi eld residents 
pushing to make a 
dangerous crossroads safer 
got what they wanted. 
Umatilla County Board of 
Commissioners voted 3-0 
at their meeting Wednesday 
morning in Pendleton to 
change the intersection 
of Feedville and Edwards 
roads into a four-way stop. 

Heidi Carver and Angie 
Connell of Stanfi eld said 
they would be watching to 
make sure the county made 
good on its word. 

Carver’s husband, Dustin 
Scott, suffered serious 
injuries in a crash at the 
intersection in September 
2016 when another driver 
blew through the stop sign 
at South Edwards. The 
crash also seriously injured 
a passenger in that car 
and killed its driver. And 
the crash there in early 
November seriously injured 
two teenage girls. 

“I just feel if that inter-

Dangerous 
intersection 
to add two 
stop signs

STANFIELD

By JAYATI 
RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

In its 30th year, the Herm-
iston Community Fellowship 
Dinner was busier than ever. 
By 10:15, the Hermiston 
High School commons had 
already started to fi ll up for 
the 11 a.m. meal. Volunteers 
buzzed around, helping 
diners to their seats, writing 
name tags, and packing to-go 
boxes to take to housebound 
people.

The Archer family packed 
Styrofoam boxes into the 
back of their vehicle, and 
headed to West Hermiston. 
They were dropping off 
Thanksgiving meals, and 
the four of them — parents 
Adam and Rachel, and 
daughters Jules and Riley — 
knew the drill by now.

“This is our third year,” 
Adam said. “We get a variety 
of people, from the elderly to 
just people that can’t afford 
a meal.”

The Archers were part of a 
100-plus group of volunteers 
assisting at the twice-yearly 
community meal, which for 
the fi rst time was held at the 
high school, after several 
years at the Hermiston 
Senior Center.

Organizer Gary 
Humphreys said they 
wouldn’t know until the end 
of the meal, but they were 
planning to feed 900.

In addition to serving at 
the high school, drivers took 
meals to housebound people, 
and drove people to the 
meal. Organizers said they 
deliver meals as far west as 
Irrigon and south to Echo.

Dozens of others greeted 
guests, brought food and 
beverages to people, and 
toiled in the kitchen.

By noon, the tables were 
full of people enjoying the 
meal, with another wave on 
the way.

The dinner is something 
of a tradition for many 
people, both volunteers and 
visitors.

“I wanted to volunteer,” 
Adam Archer said. “I never 
got to do this as a kid, so this 
is my way of giving back to 
the community.”

As they delivered meals 
and gave rides to people 
who couldn’t drive to dinner, 
Adam and Rachel explained 
to their daughters what they 

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

The Archer family — parents, Adam and Rachel, and daughters Jules and Riley — deliver a Thanksgiving meal 
to an apartment dweller as part of the free community Thanksgiving dinner at Hermiston High School.

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

Pilot Rock is normally considered 
a sleepy town, but the Thanksgiving 
Day scene in the downtown area was 
practically catatonic. 

What wasn’t already closed shut-
tered early — Coffee Station No. 1 
was closed by 9 a.m., the Family Foods 
grocery store was done by the early 
afternoon and anyone who wanted 
to pump gas at the Shell gas station 
would have to do so themselves. 

Instead of shortened operating 
hours however, Archie’s Restaurant 
at 194 Main Street offered a special 
service: a free Thanksgiving meal. 
For three hours Thursday, co-owners 
Daniel Contway and Richard Carnes 
offered turkey, mashed potatoes and 
a full Thanksgiving spread to anyone 
who stopped by. 

Despite not opening until noon, the 
Archie’s staff had been working since 
6 a.m. to get the meal ready. As the 
diners started to trickle in, Contway 
greets most of them by their fi rst name. 

Now in its seventh year, Contway 
said the Archie’s Thanksgiving meal 
started as a way to offer some sort of 

service to travelers who couldn’t fi nd 
anything else open on Thanksgiving. 

The meal evolved further when 
Archie’s partnered with the Pilot Rock 
Food Pantry in its second year. Archie’s 
would still serve a Thanksgiving meal 
for free, but patrons would be asked to 
pay it forward and donate to the food 
pantry. 

Although donating was completely 
voluntary, the glass vase where 
donations were accepted already had a 
hefty amount. Contway said Archie’s 
had already collected $860 by the time 
the restaurant opened on Thursday, 
which meant it was on track to surpass 
last year’s $1,200 total. 

Archie’s dishes out free Thanksgiving meal

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Richard Carnes, co-owner of Archie’s Restaurant in Pilot Rock, trans-
fers steaming turkey to the buffet table. The meal was free, but diners 
could donate to the Pilot Rock Food Pantry.

Catch a movie

HERMISTON

ECHO

A tradition of giving
Volunteers 
provide meals, 
rides to residents

Diners donate money 

to local food pantry

See HERMISTON/10ASee ARCHIE’S/10A

See INTERSECTION/10A

See INTERNET/10A
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“Net neutrality is only a 
problem when you only have 
one choice. If you don’t like 
what a company is doing, 
go to a different company.”
— Joe Franell, CEO of Hermiston-based 
internet provider Eastern Oregon Telecom

Internet providers 
respond to potential 
FCC changes

Wysocki Franell
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504 Homes for Sale

OPEN HOUSE
DEC. 9, 2017

11-1 PM 
390 NE ELDER  PILOT ROCK
HOSTED BY CATHY GRASS  

Pendleton - $149,900- Invest in 
the West! Triplex! Well estab-
lished Two 1 bedroom units & 
One 2-3 possible bedrooms on 
large main floor. Small deck. 
Private yard w/garden area & 
patio. Off street parking. MLS# 
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957  

Almost New...2014 Stick built 
beautiful home backing onto 
open field in Pilot Rock-high ceil-
ings, lovely cabinetry, kitchen 
island, 3 Bed 2 bath $169,500. 
#17450356. Call 541 377 6855 
or drop by the office- 

TURN HERE REALTY
--Court Ave--- 
541-377-6855  

$317,500 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.  Two 
double car garages and much 
more.  MLS# 17054486 

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690  

REDUCED- $210,000 – 2,326 
Mfg Home on 1.28 Acres in Pilot 
Rock.  Large 3 Bay Shop/Hay 
Shed/Tack Room. Corrals and 
more.   Plenty of room on this 
property.  MLS#  17435209
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690  

504 Homes for Sale

$96,950- 3 bed, 2.5 bath home 
in Weston.  Great starter home 
for families or couple.  Basement 
has 1 bedroom and 1/2 bath, 
plus lots of storage.  Call Jerry 
541-969-6378 cell. #16641934

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$125,000- Ukiah/ Country living 
set in the mountains.  Remod-
eled cabin like home.  Large 
deck to enjoy the views and 
wildlife w/ large yard, large 
shop.  Carolyn 541-786-0822 
cell.  #17660017

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$115,000  2 – 3 Bedroom MFG 
Home.  Carport and RV Parking.  
Wonderful view of the Mountains 
and City.   Dead end Cul-de-sac.   
Very nice.  MLS# 17271604

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690  

$89,000 –Ukiah two bedroom, 2 
baths.  1848 Sq Ft.  Could be 4 
bed.  Detached shop.  Large lot.  
Valley/Mountain view.  Priced to 
sell quickly.  MLS# 17233330

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690  

Pendleton- Now Just $99,900- 
Near new hospital, Interpath 
Lab, clinics, dining, etc. This 
1.61 AC (m/l) is just minutes from 
town on HWY 395. Newer well. 
Would be great place for that 
new home!   MLS#12398538 
CALL MARGE LAPP
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957    

504 Homes for Sale

NEW LISTING 5.2 acres of 
mountain property 3 b/r 2 bath 
manufactured home with de-
tached garage and large shop. 
Year round living. Secluded.  
$212,900  Call Cathy for more 
info  (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470    

Pendleton - $105,900- NEW!  
Sherwood Sweetie!! Great 1st 
home or rental! 2 bedroom on 
one level. F/A heat. Covered 
patio.Storage shed for those ex-
tras! MLS#16530010
CALL: MARGE LAPP  
Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957  

$149,900-  3bed, 2+ bath home 
w/ hardwood floors, fireplace 
with gas insert.  Updated kitch-
en:  granite, stainless applianc-
es.   Gas HVAC.  Large covered 
patio, single garage.  Vicki 541-
969-9441 cell.  #17653169

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$177,900- 3 bed, 2 bath w/ 
master suite, new master bath-
room.  Deck, dog kennel, play 
structure.  Updates include roof, 
HVAC, windows, exterior doors, 
garage door, electrical.  Jef 541-
969-9539 cell.  #17688085

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$69,900- PILOT ROCK BUNGA-
LOW.  New flooring, carpet, inte-
rior paint.  Some new windows, 
new hot water tank. Newer metal 
roof.  Seller licensed Broker in 
Oregon.  Marsha 541-377-5152 
cell.  #17395833

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$125,000- 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home w/ vaulted ceilings, open 
floor plan. 1 car garage with 
extra space. Lots of parking. 
A pond, hot tub, sheds, ken-
nel.  Dawn 541-310-9563 cell.   
#17337579

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

501 Open Houses

DOWNUNDER???????!!?? 
Sign up for your Tour to Aus-
tralia in April 2018. This will be 
your trip of a lifetime. The tour is 
made to fit the group! Referenc-
es available! Call Kerry 541-377-
6855 or email your questions to   
kjcbaird@gmail.com  

Turn Here Realty
541-377-6855

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931    

$499,999- Beautiful home with 
amazing views. 4+/- acres. 
Priced below assessed values. 
Call Shane at 541-379-7802

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

Looking for a new place to 
live? The classified ads offer 

a complete section of homes, 
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.

Check daily for new listings!

3 bed, 1 bath, attached garage, 
patio, fenced yard. Cute home 
waiting for you.  $143,500.  Call 
Cathy for more info
541-215-0103

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

House DOWNTOWN?? Oppor-
tunity for residential or Com-
mercial..3 Bed 2 Bath with huge 
bonus room $145,000- Drive by 
328 SW Court then call 541 379 
8690 to take a tour.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

Classified Ads work hard for you!

104 Special Notices

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

110 Announcements

166 Good Things
to Eat

Davis  Orchards
 Fruit Stand
9am-5pm

Closed Saturday
All Apples & Pears. Closing 
November 23rd- 26th. Re-
opening November 27th
53285 Appleton Road

Milton Freewater, Oregon
541-938-7093 

If you have an eye for real
value, you’ll eye the
classified ads daily!

ADVERTISERS who want quick 
results use classified ads regularly.


