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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A comparison of a Republi-
can-written tax bill approved 
Thursday by the House 
Ways and Means Committee 
and another being proposed 
by GOP members of the 
Senate Finance Committee.

Full details of the Senate 
plan have not yet been 
released:

• Personal income tax 
rates: House condenses 
current seven brackets to 
four: 12, 25, 35 and 39.6 
percent. Senate retains seven 
brackets but changes them 
to 10, 12, 22.5, 25, 32.5, 
35 and 38.5 percent. Under 
current law, top bracket is 
39.6 percent.

• Standard deduction: Is 
currently $6,350 for individ-
uals and $12,700 for married 
couples. House, Senate 
would both raise those levels 
to $12,000 for individuals 
and $24,000 for couples.

• Tax credits: House raises 
per-child tax credit from 
$1,000 to $1,600, extends 
it to families earning up to 
$230,000. Creates a $300 
tax credit for each adult 
in a family, which expires 
in 2023. Senate raises per 
child tax credit to $1,650 
and raises income limit of 
families who qualify. Both 
bills preserve adoption tax 
credit, which House bill 
initially eliminated.

•  Home mortgage 
interest deduction: House 
would limit the deduction 
to the first $500,000 of the 
loan. Senate would retain the 
current $1 million ceiling.

• Other deductions: 
House reduces allowable 
charitable deductions and 
eliminates medical expense 
deductions. Senate does 
neither.

• State and local taxes: 
House ends deductions for 
state and local income and 
sales taxes, allows it for up 
to $10,000 in property taxes. 
Senate eliminates entire 
deduction.

• Alternative minimum 
tax: House, Senate both 
repeal the tax aimed at 
ensuring that higher-earning 
people pay at least some tax.

• Inheritance tax: 
When someone dies, the 
person inheriting the estate 
currently must pay taxes on 
its value above $5.5 million 
for individuals, $11 million 
for couples.

House bill initially 
doubles those limits and 
repeals the entire tax after 
2023. Senate doubles the 
exemptions but does not 
repeal the tax.

• Individual mandate: 
Neither chamber repeals 
the requirement in President 
Barack Obama’s health 
care law that people pay 
a tax penalty if they don’t 
purchase health insurance.

•  Corporate taxes: House, 
Senate both reduce current 
35 percent rate to 20 percent, 
but Senate has one-year 
delay in dropping that rate.

• Pass-through busi-
nesses: Millions of U.S. 
businesses “pass through” 
their income to individuals, 
who then pay personal 
income tax on those earn-
ings, not corporate tax.

House bill would tax 
many of them at 25 percent, 
plus creates 9 percent rate 
for the first $75,000 in earn-
ings by some smaller pass-
throughs. Senate bill would 
let people deduct some of 
the earnings and then pay 
at their personal income tax 
rate on the remainder.

• Businesses: House, 
Senate both expand write-
offs allowed companies that 
buy equipment.

• Multinational corpo-
rations: House levies 10 
percent tax on profits for 
overseas subsidiaries of 
U.S. corporations, and seeks 
to eliminate tax incentives 
that encourage some U.S. 
companies to move overseas. 
Senate ends tax advantages 
for firms moving overseas.

Highlights of House, 
Senate GOP plans  
to overhaul tax code

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A month 
before Alabama’s special election, 
Republican Senate candidate Roy 
Moore abruptly faced lurid allegations 
Thursday of sexual misconduct with 
minors decades ago — and an imme-
diate backlash from party leaders who 
demanded he get out of the race if the 
accusations prove true.

The instant fallout followed a 
Washington Post report in which an 
Alabama woman said Moore, then a 
32-year-old assistant district attorney, 
had sexual contact with her when she 
was 14. Three other women inter-
viewed by the Post said Moore, now 
70, approached them when they were 
between the ages of 16 and 18 and he 
was in his early 30s. All four women 
spoke on the record to the Post.

The Moore campaign denied the 
report as “the very definition of fake 
news and intentional defamation.”

Defiant as ever, Moore himself 
issued a fundraising appeal asking for 
emergency donations in a “spiritual 
battle.”

“I believe you and I have a duty 
to stand up and fight back against the 
forces of evil waging an all-out war on 
our conservative values,” he wrote. “I 
will NEVER GIVE UP the fight!”

Moore, a former Alabama Supreme 
Court justice, has made his name in 
Republican politics through his public 
devotion to hardline Christian conser-
vative positions.

He was twice removed from his 

Supreme Court position, once for 
disobeying a federal court order to 
remove a 5,200 pound granite Ten 
Commandments monument from the 
lobby of the state judicial building, and 
later for urging state probate judges to 
defy the U.S. Supreme Court decision 
that legalized gay marriage.

On Thursday, senior Republicans 
swiftly called for Moore to step aside 
from the Senate race if the allegations 
are shown to be true. And the man he 
defeated in the Republican primary, 
current Sen. Luther Strange, left open 
the possibility he may re-enter the 
campaign.

Moore’s name cannot be removed 
from the ballot before the Dec. 12 

special election even if he withdraws 
from the race, according to John 
Bennett, a spokesman for the Alabama 
secretary of state. A write-in campaign 
remains possible, Bennett added.

Strange wouldn’t immediately say 
whether he’d re-enter the race.

“Well, that’s getting the cart ahead 
of the horse. But I will have something 
to say about that. Let me do some 
more research,” he told The Associated 
Press.

The Alabama special election is to 
fill the vacancy created when Trump 
tapped Sen. Jeff Sessions to serve as 
the U.S. attorney general. Then-Gov. 
Robert Bentley appointed Strange in 
the interim.

AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File

In this Sept. 25 file photo, former Alabama Chief Justice and U.S. Senate 
candidate Roy Moore speaks at a rally, in Fairhope, Ala.

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Comedian Louis C.K. has 
been accused of sexual 
misconduct toward several 
women, including mastur-
bating in front of them to 
their horror and embarrass-
ment, according to a report 
in The New York Times.

Comedians Dana Min 
Goodman, Abby Schachner, 
Julia Wolov, Rebecca Corry 
allege the Emmy-winning 
star of FX’s “Louie” either 
pleasured himself in front of 
them, asked to do it or did 
so over the phone. A fifth 
woman detailed her alle-
gations against C.K. to the 
paper but was not identified.

A lawyer for C.K. did 
not immediately respond to 
comment from The Associ-
ated Press, but a represen-

tative for the comedian said 
Thursday that C.K. would 
issue a written statement in 
the coming days.

A n o t h e r 
publicist told 
the Times the 
comedian would 
not respond to 
their reporting. 
S c h a c h n e r , 
who said she 
heard C.K. 
m a s t u r b a t i n g 
on the phone in 
2003, declined 
comment to The AP and 
representatives for the 
other three named women 
did not immediately return 
messages seeking comment.

Corry alleges the come-
dian, while she was working 
on TV pilot in 2005, asked 

“if we could go to my 
dressing room so he could 
masturbate in front of me.” 

She declined “and 
he told me he 
had issues.” The 
show’s executive 
producers, Cour-
teney Cox and 
David Arquette 
c o n f i r m e d 
Corry’s account 
to the Times. 
Cindy Guagenti, 
Arquette’s repre-
sentative, told The 

AP her client had nothing 
more to add.

In anticipation of the 
report, the New York 
premiere of Louis C.K.’s 
new film “I Love You, 
Daddy” was canceled on 
Thursday night and C.K.’s 

scheduled Friday appear-
ance on “The Late Show 
With Stephen Colbert” also 
has been scrapped.

C.K. is among the latest 
Hollywood figures to be 
accused of misconduct in 
a wave that began when 
dozens of sexual harassment 
allegations were reported 
last month against film 
mogul Harvey Weinstein.

Known for his candid, 
warts-and-all personal 
humor, C.K.  performed 
stand-up sets in New York 
and landed writing gigs 
on Conan O’Brien’s “Late 
Night” and David Letter-
man’s “Late Show.”

C.K.’s comedy writing 
and production tentacles 
later spread throughout TV 
and film.

Report: 5 women accuse Louis C.K. of sexual misconduct

Louis C.K.

GOP leaders bolt from Moore after sex claim
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