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CTUIR: Improving the Tribes’ economy a common theme

Continued from 1A

Cedric Wildbill, a 54-year-old
who splits his time between his
production company and a job in
the CTUIR Office of Childhood
Support Enforcement, said he ran
for a seat on the board 10 years
ago. Although he didn’t win, he
said it’s a good experience for
younger candidates to mount
campaigns for the board and is
using his previous experience
in his run for the secretary seat
against incumbent Kat Brigham.

Bob Shippentower, 71, said
it’s good that young candidates
are rtunning, but they should
build their experience with the
tribes’ various committees and
commissions. Shippentower held
an at-large seat on the board from
2009-2015, and is trying to mount

a comeback bid after a failed
write-in candidacy for general
council chair in 2015.

Sally Kosey, a 62-year-old
at-large candidate, saw value in
the trend.

“Sometimes we need a
younger voice to get a different
viewpoint,” she said.

Among the candidates inter-
viewed, improving the tribes’
economy and removing barriers
for young tribal members were
common themes.

Wildbill said he would like to
see the tribes expand their entre-
preneurial arm past the Wildhorse
Casino & Resort and into general
contracting for federal govern-
ment agencies like construction
and environmental clean-up.

Kosey, a retired social services
worker and Indian education

coordinator, said she wanted to
see more job training and support
programs for tribal youth so they
could work the jobs that non-tribal
members were currently filling.
On the other side of the age spec-
trum, Kosey said she would also
like to see a tribal assisted living
facility for elder members.

One issue that won’t show
up on the ballot is marijuana
legalization. Despite being legal
in Oregon, it remains a banned
substance on the Umatilla
Indian Reservation. The General
Council referred the issue to the
Board of Trustees, but the board
didn’t refer it to the ballot.

Radford, a former tribal health
liaison for the Confederated
Tribes of the Warm Springs
Indian Reservation with degrees
from Portland State University

and the University of New South
Wales in Australia, said she was
an advocate and supporter for the
CTUIR’s treaty rights and high-
lighted her support for equity,
inclusiveness and engagement.

But she’s also the vice-chair
for the Warm Springs Cannabis
Regulatory Commission, which
oversees the Central Oregon
tribes’ foray into marijuana
production. Radford said mari-
juana legalization is a conversa-
tion worth having for the board.

Elections for the Board of
Trustees and the General Council
will be held Tuesday at the Nixy-
aawii Governance Center from §
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra@eastoregonian.com  or
541-966-0836.

POKER: Tournament play generally lasts about 12 hours
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cache ebbed and flowed, he
demonstrated the art of holding
and folding. Older players paid
their respects to Barnes.

“He’s the dude,” said one.

“He’s one of the best,” said
another.

Across the table from Barnes
sat Jorge Canada, a South Amer-
ican-born poker player who sits
25th on the Wildhorse Poker
Tournament All-Time list. The
Kennewick car salesman has
played Wildhorse for 10 years
straight, winning $82,054 and
earning all-around honors the last
three years in a row. Canada’s chip
pile had dwindled slightly.

Barnes, Canada and the others
around the table share a unique
vocabulary. There’s the big blind
and the small blind, the button and
the flop. The rainbow and the river.

“They’ve got their own
language,”  said  tournament
director Jeremy Maddern. “Unless
you know poker, you are walking
into a brand new world.”

Only seniors could play in the
Wednesday afternoon tournament,
so Canada, who is 49, and Barnes
were playing a side game for cash.

Maddern  said  500-to-600
players show up to play on Fridays
and Saturdays during these tourna-
ments and from 200-250 players
Sunday through Thursday. The
tournaments generally last about
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Jorge Canada of Kennewick makes a bet while playing in a cash game Tuesday at the Fall Poker
Rodeo at Wildhorse Resort & Casino in Mission.

12 hours. Maddern described the
group of poker players as close-
knit.

“It’s like a family reunion every
time we have one of these,” he
said.

That’s not to say they don’t get
competitive when the cards are
dealt. There is money to be won.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON & EVENING

1:30 | 2pm | 2:30 | 3P™m | 3:30

Tuesday’s winner, James Morris,
of Olympia, Washington, won
$19,452. On the all-time winners
list, Justin Monk has taken home
a total of $195,458 over the years.
Barnes may end up on that list
someday, but for now, he’s just
happy to play.

“What 1 enjoy is developing

the ability to read players — their
facial expressions, their body
language. Sometimes it can be
a tell,” he said. “That to me is
fascinating.”

Four hours later, Barnes still sat
at the table, $50 higher than when
he started. He couldn’t have been
happier.
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FIRES: Westerman
Bill would also expedite
certain logging projects

and $1.27 billion for nutrition assistance
for Puerto Rico.

That package, however, did
not include a long-term fix for fire
borrowing.

Walden, on the other hand, has
publicly supported for the Resilient
Federal Forests Act of 2017, which
passed the House last week. Dubbed
the Westerman Bill for its chief sponsor,
Republican Rep. Bruce Westerman of
Arkansas, the controversial bill also
includes a provision for ending fire
borrowing with FEMA dollars, but it
goes on to address forest management
by expediting certain logging projects
and fast-tracking environmental review.

Speaking to reporters last week,
Walden said the bill — a version of
which has passed the House for five
straight years — will likely require
some compromise in the Senate, though
it has a good opportunity of reaching the
President’s desk under a more receptive
administration.

Wyden, however, remains opposed to
the bill which he said is “freighted with
anti-environmental riders that create
more problems than they solve, and that
would likely harm forest health.” He
said the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act
is the best way to fix fire borrowing and
secure dependable funding for future
restoration.

The Westerman Bill attempts to
accelerate the pace and scale of that
work by providing categorical exclu-
sions for tree thinning projects up to
10,000 acres in size, or 30,000 acres if
they are developed by a collaborative
group. A categorical exclusion would
help speed up environmental review
under the

Environmental

The bill also directs the Secretary of
Agriculture to create a pilot program for
resolving lawsuits filed against forest
management projects in arbitration,
as opposed to going to court, and
limits plaintiffs’ ability to recover their
attorney fees under the Equal Access to
Justice Act.

Opponents argue the bill caters
to logging interests at the expense of
forests, gutting both NEPA and the
Endangered Species Act. The bill did
pass the House in a bipartisan 232-188
vote, and has since been referred to
the Senate Committee on Agriculture,

Contact George Plaven at gplaven(@
eastoregonian.com or 541-966-0825.
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