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Jamie Gardner’s grave 

marker at the small abandoned 

cemetery off Foster Cemetery 

Road, Stanfi eld, shows the 

boy died in 1891 at the age of 

6. Chris Dacus of Pendleton 

said that has not stopped 

Jaime from communicating 

with him. 
Dacus, 38, and his wife 

Ashlee Dacus, 31, and their 

friend, Karen Durkee, 52, 

of Hermiston, investigate 

the otherworldly as the 

Paranormal Soul Patrol. They 

said the old cemetery, home 

to thorn bushes, sage brush 

trees and crumbling graves 

more than a 100 years old, is 

also home to spirits. The team 

recounted using a digital audio 

recorder to capture the disem-

bodied voice of a little boy at 

Jaime’s grave saying, “Pow, 

pow,” and “Vroom, vroom,” 

as though he were playing 

with the matchbox-sized toy 

car they left at the site.

“It does raise the hair 

on the back of your neck,” 

Chris Dacus said. “I think 

that’s what the thrill is for me, 

the adventure of it. And not 

knowing.”
Chris Dacus said he was 

10 or 11 years old the fi rst 

time he encountered some-

thing outside the realm of 

normal understanding. He, 

his brother and a friend were 

running through their house 

on Pendleton’s South Hill, he 

said. When he bolted into the 

kitchen, a rag fl ew from the 

sink and hit him, and a voice 

whispered “Stop.”

The freaky experience 

opened the young Dacus to an 

otherworld of possibilities. 

“I’m into Bigfoot, I’m into 

UFOs, I’m into anything out 

of the ordinary,” he said.

Ashlee Dacus said the Soul 

Patrol would look into all of 

the above. The trio formed in 

February after Chris Dacus 

and Durkee met in anther local 

paranormal outfi t. The Soul 

Patrol has since investigated 

the Dacus’s home in Pend-

leton, where ghostly activity 

seems to center around Ashlee 

Dacus, mother of three. She 

said someone tugged on the 

back of her shirt and uttered 

“Mom,” but she turned 

around to fi nd no one there. 

The couple also said they have 

seen shadowy fi gures moving 

about the place.

“I’ve experienced it 

myself,” Ashlee Dacus said. 

“It’s interesting to learn more 

about it.”
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Ashlee and Chris Dacus of Pendleton and Karen Durkee of Hermiston make up the paranormal investigative 

team the Paranormal Soul Patrol. 

By ANDREW SELSKY

Associated Press

SALEM — The Trump adminis-

tration is neglecting the U.S. govern-

ment’s obligation to build new 

homes for Indians whose original 

abodes were submerged by dams 

along the Columbia River, members 

of Congressional delegations from 

Oregon and Washington state said.

The hundreds of tribal members 

are living in dilapidated trailers and 

other substandard housing along the 

Columbia River. The promised new 

homes haven’t been built yet even 

though decades have passed since 

the dams were built. Now a funding 

decision by the White House’s Offi ce 

of Management and Budget has put 

even the preparation work on hold.

In a letter, the politicians told 

Mick Mulvaney, director Offi ce of 

Management and Budget, that “the 

federal government has a legal and 

moral responsibility” to maintain the 

funding. They urged him to recon-

sider his decision.

The letter, dated Friday and 

released to the media on Monday, 

was signed by Sens. Patty Murray 

and Maria Cantwell of Washington, 

Sens. Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden 

of Oregon, and Rep. Earl Blumenauer 

of Oregon. All of the lawmakers are 

Democrats.

When the dams were built, 

starting with the Bonneville Dam in 

1938 and then hydroelectric dams 

Tribes in Columbia River Gorge hit by White House decision

AP Photo/Gosia Wozniacka, fi le

This 2014 fi le photo shows one of the Native American homes at the 

Lone Pine fi shing site near The Dalles. 

See TRIBES/8A
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Community members are 

raising money for a Herm-

iston girl who was hit and 

injured by a falling tree.

Jordan Larson, a 

15-year-old Hermiston High 

School sophomore, was 

taken to Kadlec Regional 

Medical Center, Richland 

on Friday afternoon after a 

tree fell on her. She was then 

transported to Seattle for 

further medical treatment, 

where she remained as of 

Monday.

Ivy Coons, Larson’s 

mother, said her daughter 

is doing better after two 

surgeries immediately after 

the accident.

“They’ve been able to 

remove the tubes from her 

throat,” Coons said. “She 

had to have two blood clots 

removed from her head. 

They have removed the drain 

tube from her chest.”

Coons said her daughter’s 

eyes were swollen shut, 

and she initially had to be 

restrained to prevent her 

from touching her face and 

head. Larson was in and out 

of consciousness.

She said doctors told her 

that her daughter may be 

moved out of intensive care 

by the end of the week.

Coons said her daughter 

was taken to Good Shepherd 

Medical Center, Hermiston, 

and immediately fl own to 

Richland for treatment on 

Friday. From there she was 

taken to Harborview Medical 

Center in Seattle.

“The fi rst surgery she 

had, I was on the road,” 

Coons said, adding that it 

took place within an hour of 

her daughter arriving at the 

hospital and was to remove a 

blood clot in her brain. That 

surgery, she said, revealed 

a second blood clot which 

required a second surgery.

Coons said her daughter 

is now responsive and recog-

nized her.
“She just asked me for 

root beer,” Coons said by 

phone on Monday afternoon, 

from her daughter’s hospital 

room in Seattle.

A friend of the family has 

set up a GoFundMe page for 

the family, to help them with 

medical and utility bills.

Teenager 

stable 

after tree 

accident
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Hermiston trio investigates spirits in old cemetery, homes

“I’m into Bigfoot, I’m into UFOs, I’m 

into anything out of the ordinary.”

— Chris Dacus, member of the Paranormal Soul Patrol

More online

For a short interview 

with Chris Dacus visit 

eastoregonian.com

Hundred living in 

substandard housing
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Shelly Coykendall’s quilts are so detailed, 
most people would rather hang them on the 
wall than use them to keep warm.“I used to say I’m a quilter, but I realized 

people were saying I’m more of a fi ber 
artist,” she said.Intricate patterns of thread swirl across 

the top of each creation, forming feathers and 
fl owers and animals. The fl owing lines of 
stitches, which often pass within millimeters 
of each other, are all free-motion handiwork 
by Coykendall, who steers the needle of her 
quilting machine by hand around the top of 
each quilt, following designs she created 
herself.

One of Coykendalls creations — a 
two-foot by two-foot “graffi ti quilt” — is 
featured in this month’s edition of Machine 
Quilting Unlimited magazine as the second 
place fi nisher in a national contest sponsored 
by the magazine. The honor is one of dozens 
of awards that the Hermiston woman has 
earned over 10 years of quilting, a hobby she 
picked up after retirement.“I think it pushes me, that competitive 
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Nevada Watt of Frenchglen demonstrates metal engraving at a GRS Equipment booth Friday at 

the Pendleton Leather Show in the Pendleton Convention Center. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Quilter Shelly Coykendall holds out one of her quilts in her work room Thursday at her home 

in Hermiston. Coykendall says the detailed work on her quilts has been referred to as fi ber art. 

Intricate quilts gain national recognition

HERMISTON

By ANTONIO SIERRAEast Oregonian
The Watt family insists it’s a happy 

accident. 
Nevada Watt shares a name with the 

Silver State, but her silversmith father said 
he just liked the way the name sounded. 

“She’s named Nevada because we 
didn’t know how to spell Connecticut,” 
Jeremiah Watt joked by phone. The younger Watt picked up the family 

trade and ventured to the Pendleton 
Convention Center for the Pendleton Leather Show, a two-day trade show where Western gear companies from across the country sell their wares. While the strong scent of cowhide delivered on the implicit promise of the leather show, silver was also in heavy supply on the trade show fl oor. After all, boots need 

spurs, belts need buckles and reins need 
bits. 

“Bank robbers are attracted to shiny 
things,” Pendleton Convention Center 
Manager Pat Beard said. “So are cowboys.” 

Beard, a former rope maker and stock 
contractor, said Watt’s work was a depar-
ture from the “staid” style of conventional 
silversmithing. The jewelery Watt creates incorporate 

traditional Western design with left-fi eld 
elements. Classic silver engravings like 
scrolls with geometric shapes like trian-
gles, diamonds and crosses. On her Insta-
gram page, Watt calls herself the “Western 
Eclectic Maker.” “You can move traditions forward,” she 

said. “If you don’t, they die.” Despite her creative leanings, Watt, 
23, spends Thursday leading a pre-show 
workshop covering one of the traditional 
design elements of Western silver — the 
scroll.

As a fi nished product, the scroll resem-
bles a gnarled vine, a looping series of 
leaves, fl airs and twists. But as a start, Watt 
has her three students draw a “backbone” 
of spirals on a piece of paper, adding layer 
of design elements before moving on to 
the actual engraving. As the group works on their designs, 

Watt moves from student to student, 

A R T I S T R Y  I N  E A S T E R N  O R E G O N

By PHIL WRIGHTEast Oregonian

The front lines of mental health services in Umatilla County have 18 new sets of shoulders to lean on. The group of locals hoping to use their own struggles to help others completed 40 hours of training the week of Oct. 23 to become behavioral health peer mentors. Dan Peterson, manager of the Oregon Washington Health Network, said the mentors have lived with mental prob-lems and substance abuse and recovery, so they can related to what clients are experiencing.

“They build a sense of belonging,” he said. “They provide a lot of things a coun-selor wouldn’t provide.”Peer mentors help clients with needs such as transpor-tation and child care, he said, as well as offering encour-agement for clients trying to make it through recovery. Oregon Washington Health Network started three years ago and operates in Umatilla, Morrow and Union counties in Oregon and Walla Walla County, Washington. Peterson said the organization sought ways to bring more support for behavioral health and substance abuse services. The lack of mental health professionals in rural areas is a driving factor. He pointed 

Mentors 
to boost
mental 
health 
services
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A silversmith’s new shine
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“You can 
move 

traditions forward. If you don’t, 
they die.” 

— Nevada Watts,
of Frenchglen
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LA GRANDE — The Oregon Department of Transportation is warning motorists that roadways will be slick beginning Friday and through the weekend as low temperatures and mois-ture — with the possibility of snow — come into the region.
The warning is aimed especially at drivers in higher elevations during early morning hours, with the risk of “skidding, sliding and subsequent crashing” because of a loss of traction.ODOT also warns that snow plows and deicer trucks may be on the roads, and motorists should stay several car lengths behind.Studded tire season began Wednesday and will conclude March 31, 2018. While the modifi ed tires provide traction, ODOT has asked drivers to consider using other safety measures — such as traction tires or chains — or postpone travel if possible. A 2014 study showed studded tires caused about $8.5 million annually on Oregon highways.

The National Weather Service is predicting temperatures in the 30s with snowfall at Meacham all weekend, with a chance of snow at lower temperatures Saturday and Sunday night. Visit tripcheck.com for updated road conditions.

Winter 
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By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

A 38-year-old Clackamas man says he feared for his life when he shot and killed a gray wolf Friday, Oct. 27 while hunting elk in Union County, according to Oregon State Police.Upon further investigation, the hunter will not face charges after authorities determined the shooting was in self-defense — a fi rst for Oregon since wolves returned to the state sometime in the late 1990s.The hunter, who was not identifi ed in a press release, reported himself to OSP and the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife. The man said he was hunting elk alone when he repeatedly noticed some type of animal moving around him.
A short time later, the man observed three of what he assumed were coyotes. One began running directly toward him, and “fearing for his life” he shot it once at a distance of 27 yards. The other two then disappeared out of sight, and the man returned to his hunting camp in the Starkey Wildlife Management Unit.Still unsure if what he shot was actually a coyote, the man returned to the site with fellow hunters and discovered the animal was a wolf. A wildlife biologist examined the carcass, and found it was an 83-pound female associated with the OR-30 pair, which has been occupying the Starkey and Ukiah units since April.After consulting with the Union County District Attorney’s Offi ce, authorities decided not to prosecute the hunter. Killing wolves is illegal in Oregon, except in defense of human life or in limited circumstances involving livestock predation. An initial examination indicates the wolf was not a breeding female, but a DNA analysis will be done to be sure. 

Elk hunter 
kills wolf in 
self-defense

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

The woman who cut a man’s throat while in a mental crisis will not have to go to the Oregon State Hospital. 
Vanessa Logman never denied pulling a knife and cutting Bill Porter’s neck near Pilot Rock and injuring his ex-wife on July 4, 2015. Psychological evaluations suggest that the mother of four had a break with reality 

driven by her bipolar disorder and a change in medication. The defense and prosecution agreed to request 10 years under supervision by the state Psychiatric Security Review Board in exchange for Logman pleading guilty to assaulting Brenda Porter. The judge agreed.
The only question was whether Logman would continue treatment in Pendleton or go to the state mental hospital in Salem. On Wednesday, Logman 

sat in the gallery holding hands with her husband Dan, waiting for court. Around them sat 25 friends and family members. That morning, Logman, 32, had hugged her sons goodbye, knowing she might not return home for days, months or years. As they sat waiting, Dan leaned close and whis-pered to her. Nervousness fl ed for a moment as she laughed. 
Umatilla County Circuit Court Judge Daniel J. Hill would need to consider whether Logman, who had 

Judge allows Logman home treatment

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A relieved Vanessa Logman smiles at her husband 
at the end of Thursday’s hearing. The judge decided 
on a conditional release instead of commitment to 
the Oregon State Hospital. Logman cut the throat 
of a man while in the grip of mental illness.

Woman pleaded guilty to knife attack, will not have to go to state hospital

First documented case 
in Oregon since wolves returned in 1990s

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Nearly 200 Hermiston Foods employees are getting help seeking new jobs as the plant prepares to process its last vegetable this month.
NORPAC Foods Inc. announced at the end of June that it would be shutting down the vege-table-processing plant — 

Hermiston’s ninth largest employer — in order to consolidate the plant’s operations with a facility in Quincy, Washington.  According to a Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notifi cation sent to the state, 199 people will be laid off, including 14 salaried employees, and “closure separations are anticipated to begin November 13, 2017 or within fourteen 

(14) days thereafter.” The notice states that there will be “some limited work” decommissioning the plant in the ensuing months. The notifi cation is required by law for layoffs involving at least 50 people. It gives the state’s dislocated worker unit a chance to partner with state and local agencies to help workers with the transition to unemployment or their next job.
“The goal is to re-em-

Hermiston Foods employees prepare for life after closure

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hermiston Foods on South Highway 395 in Hermiston 
will shut down in November, laying off 199 employees.

Staff photo  by E.J. Harris

The winning poster entry for the for the Lions Clubs International’s peace poster contest was 

by Sunridge seventh-grader Erin Picken. For more on the contest, see Page 10A.

CAPECO and Worksource Oregon help train those looking for new careers
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By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

Police and fi re scanner trans-

missions in Umatilla and Morrow 

counties could soon be silent.

Shawn Halsey is the director of 

the Umatilla Morrow Radio & Data 

District, the local governing body 

with the task of providing public 

safety communications for emer-

gency agencies in the two counties. 

He said the district plans to seek bids 

later this year or in the spring for a 

radio system that would include the 

ability to encrypt the signal.

Public agencies including police 

and fi re departments, ambulance 

services and the Oregon Department 

of Transportation use public radio 

frequencies to communicate with 

the dispatch center and one another.

Deschutes County agencies 

in late June encrypted their 

transmissions, according to The 

Bend Bulletin. The move rendered 

personal scanners, receivers and 

smartphone apps silent. 
“Encryption is a common thing,” 

Halsey said. “You won’t fi nd many 

systems that are not encrypted.”

Deschutes County also plans 

at some point to provide trans-

missions online with a 30-minute 

delay. Halsey said he did not know 

if Umatilla and Morrow county 

agencies would take a similar route 

or make certain transmissions off 

limits. He said that could be up to 

individual agencies.

Scanner transmissions could 

soon be off limits to public

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Bill Medlock, 55, spends a lot of time listening to the scanner 

to update his Facebook page What’s Happening Hermiston. 

Medlock and other private citizens would not be able to listen 

police and fi re traffi c on the scanner if the Umatilla Morrow Radio 

& Data District adopts a digital radio system.

By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

Julian Darryl James Simpson pleaded guilty 

Friday to the murder of Tony Jimenez Jr. of 

Pendleton. He will be sentenced for the crime 

Feb. 1 at the U.S. District Courthouse, Portland.

Simpson, 24, admitted guilt to second-de-

gree murder for shooting and killing Jimenez 

on March 19, 2016, on the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation, according to 

court records in the federal 

case. 
Simpson, defense 

attorney Benjamin T. 

Andersen and prosecutor 

John C. Brassell signed off 

on the deal, which packs a 

sentencing recommenda-

tion of 25 years in prison. 

Judge Michael W. Mosman 

accepted the terms. 
The plea came four days before Simpson’s 

trial was set to begin.
Co-defendant Victor Joseph Contreras, 

24, in July pleaded guilty to assault resulting 

in serious bodily injury, as well as possession 

and shooting a fi rearm in connection with the 

assault. He faces more than 10 years in prison, 

according to court documents. 

His sentencing is Jan. 25, also at the federal 

courthouse in Portland. Judge Anna Brown 

is presiding over both sentencing hearings. 

Simpson remains in the Multnomah County 

Jail, Portland, and Contreras is in the Columbia 

County Jail, St. Helens.
Simpson and Contreras were attending a 

party at the home of Beau Welch on the reser-

vation in 2016. Court documents show Welch 

decided to end the party and Contreras objected. 

Jimenez stepped in to help Welch. During the 

confrontation outside the house, Simpson and 

Contreras opened fi re. Welch took a bullet in 

his lower left leg, and Jimenez was shot and 

killed in the driveway.
The case landed in federal court because 

Simpson and Welch are members of the 

Confederated Umatilla Tribes and the crimes 

took place on Indian lands.

Julian Simpson 

pleads guilty to 

2016 murder 

on reservation

Simpson
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Halloween revelers congregate at the corner of Court Avenue and Main Street on Tuesday while trick or treating in 

Pendleton. More photos on PAGE 8A and online at www.eastoregonian.com

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Art Hill, 10, of Pendleton trick or treats as Jason from the 

“Friday the 13th” movie series on Tuesday in Pendleton. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Halloween revelers walk down a sidewalk Tuesday on 

Main Street while trick or treating in Pendleton. 

Trick or treaters fl ock to Main Street

Deschutes County 

already uses encryption 

for scanner traffi c
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By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

SALEM — The Oregon Health 

Authority may owe the federal 

government up to $64 million for 

erroneous payments it made over 

three years because of an error in the 

Cover Oregon website, according to 

OHA.
The failed website, which was 

used by state agencies but never 

launched to the public, miscate-

gorized people eligible for both 

Medicare and Medicaid, according 

to Gov. Kate Brown’s offi ce. The 

mistake resulted in OHA making 

$74 million in overpayments to 

Coordinated Care Organizations 

for patients eligible for both Medi-

care and Medicaid from 2014 to 

mid-2016. The miscategorization 

resulted in Oregon receiving excess 

federal funding for that dual-eligible 

population.
OHA was able to recoup $10 

million of the overpayments from 

CCOs in 2016 but lacked a mecha-

nism to recover the excess amounts 

paid out in 2014 and 2015, said Robb 

Cowie, an OHA spokesman.

The problem was known for some 

time but was not publicized until after 

Patrick Allen took the helm of OHA 

two months ago. Brown selected the 

former head of the Department of 

Consumer and Business Services 

to lead OHA after former Director 

Lynne Saxton resigned in August 

amid a scandal over a conspiracy to 

plant negative news about a Port-

land-area Medicaid provider.

When the new leadership took 

over, employees brought the miscat-

egorization issue to the agency’s 

new chief fi nancial offi cer, Laura 

Cali Robison, and identifi ed it as 

“a problem to be dealt with,” Allen 

said.
“It was one of the echoes of one of 

the problems with Cover Oregon,” 

he said.
OHA estimates that about 40,400 

Oregon Health Plan recipients were 

miscategorized as a result of the 

error. So far, the impact on OHA’s 

budget has been small. Overall, 

the state made nearly $7 billion in 

payments for Medicaid recipients on 

the Oregon Health Plan in 2016.

“It’s a very small piece of our 

budget, even though it ends up being 

big dollars,” Allen said.
Another error related to Cover 

Oregon and Oregon Health Plan 

recipients, which OHA offi cials are 

still parsing out, also may require 

repayment to the federal govern-

ment, Allen said. It’s still unclear 

how much that error could cost the 

agency or impact Oregon Health 

Plan recipients, he said.
Brown publicly thanked Allen and 

his team “for responding quickly” to 

the revelations about the problems.

“It’s vital that we have a trans-

parent, effi cient and accountable 

health care system because the lives 

of so many Oregonians depend on 

it,” Brown said in a statement.

OHA may owe feds $64M for CCO payment errors
“It’s vital that we have a 

transparent, effi cient and 

accountable health care 

system because the lives 

of so many Oregonians 

depend on it.”

— Gov. Kate Brown
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By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Local insurance agents will be 
hard-pressed to keep up with demand 
for their services this year after the 
federal government shortened the 
enrollment period for the health 
insurance exchanges to 45 days.

“It’s fast and furious,” said Doug 
Beamer, a partner at Wheatland 
Financial Services in Pendleton.

The enrollment period for people 
to sign up or switch insurance plans 
runs from Nov. 1 to Dec. 15. Last year 
it ran twice as long, through Jan. 31. 
The deadline applies to anyone who 
buys their health insurance through 
the insurance marketplace set up by 
the Affordable Care Act because they 
do not get health insurance through 
an employer or the government.

Computer-savvy Americans 
can log in to www.healthcare.gov 
and shop for and enroll in plans on 
their own. But many people prefer 
to consult with an insurance agent 
before making the decision, and 
Beamer said with the time crunch 
this year they should not wait until 
the last minute to do so. The enroll-
ment period also overlaps with the 
Medicare Part D enrollment period, 
which ends Dec. 7.

“Everything is power-packed into 
this period,” Beamer said. “We are 
going to work some Saturdays and 
we’ll stay late and work through 
lunch and do everything we can.”

To help speed appointments 
along, Beamer said people can help 
by getting their own login and user-
name set up before they arrive and 
making sure they have their fi nancial 
information readily available.

A majority of Americans receive 
their health insurance through 
their employer, or through govern-
ment-sponsored Medicaid or Medi-
care. The rest — including those 
who are self-employed — can sign 
up for plans via the Affordable Care 
Act health exchange. In most cases, 
depending on income level, people 
who sign up for health insurance 
via the exchange can qualify for tax 
credits to help cover some of their 
premium costs.

The enrollment period open now 
is the only time they can sign up for a 
new plan or change to a different plan 
for 2018 unless they have a “quali-
fying life event” during the year such 
as marriage or moving to a new state. 
Those who already have insurance 
through the exchanges can have their 
plan automatically renewed for the 
next year, but the Oregon Department 
of Consumer and Business Services 
recommends that they still log on to 
their account to update their fi nancial 
information and compare plans.

“People who do so, instead of 
automatically being renewed, often 
save money,” the department wrote 
in a news release.

Insurance
sign-up 
period
cut in half

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

For the fi fth time in as many years, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed a bill Wednesday that would 
expedite certain forest thinning projects 
to lower the risk of destructive wildfi res 
across the country.

Rep. Greg Walden (R-Oregon) 
hailed it as a big day for the Northwest 
during a conference call with reporters, 
saying the bill not only solves the issue 
of “fi re borrowing” but gives agencies 
more leeway to thin overcrowded and 

diseased forests.
Fire borrowing refers to the long-

standing practice of taking money away 
from forest management programs to 
pay for fi re suppression, making it even 
more diffi cult for the Forest Service 
and Bureau of Land Management to 
get ahead of the problem. Instead, the 
Resilient Federal Forests Act of 2017 
would create a new account under the 
Disaster Relief Fund — administered 
by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency — to cover fi refi ghting costs.

“That way, work can continue on the 
ground that’s so necessary,” Walden said.

The federal government spent a 
record $2.5 billion fi ghting wildfi res in 
2017, including 678,000 acres burned in 
Oregon. By eliminating fi re borrowing, 
Walden said more work can be done 
to lower the size and intensity of fi res 
moving forward.

The bill itself features several 
provisions to increase the pace and 
scale of forest restoration, Walden said. 
For example, thinning projects as large 
as 10,000 acres could qualify for a 
categorical exclusion, fast-tracking envi-
ronmental review. That limit increases to 
30,000 acres if the project is developed 
by a collaborative group.

Forest reform bill passes House

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
East Oregonian

As a Hermiston man accused 
of murder prepares for a settlement 
conference, he has sent two letters 
to the presiding judge in the case 
claiming his innocence and trying to 
cast doubt on the investigation. 

Tyree Houfmuse, facing charges 
for killing Hermiston resident James 
Cragun in May, wrote the letters to 
Umatilla County Circuit Court Judge 
Eva Temple, both of which were 
then made accessible to the public in 
Houfmuse’s case fi le on the Oregon 
State Courts website.

Houfmuse, who is being held 

in the Umatilla County Jail, 
Pendleton, has a settlement 
conference on Dec. 4.

The handwritten letters, 
dated Sept. 8 and Sept. 11, 
address Temple directly. In 
the fi rst, a 12-page letter, 
Houfmuse tells Temple he 
is innocent and praises her 
effusively as he defends his 
own character. 

“Honorable Judge Eva 
J. Temple, I am not a murderer, or 
some lazy dirt bag that wants to take 
money from the state in lawsuits that 
should be used for cancer and Aids 
foundations or educational charities,” 
he wrote.

He also makes 
several accusations 
about people related 
to the case, singling 
out a Hermiston police 
offi cer who he claims 
has unfairly targeted 
him in the past. He 
goes on to accuse the 
offi cer of having sexual 
relationships with two 
of Houfmuse’s friends 

while on the job and protecting them 
from arrest to buy their silence.

After questioning several people 
about the claims, the East Orego-

Murder defendant asserts innocence 
in letters to judge as settlement nears

Houfmuse

HERMISTON

Walden applauds effort in conference call

EO fi le photo

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden speaks during a Hermiston Ro-
tary luncheon in September in Hermiston. 
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Dance teams 
give fall preview
ABOVE: Remington Christensen performs with his fellow 
Pendleton High School Rhythmic Mode dancers during the 
Fall Preview on Wednesday night at Warberg Court. 

RIGHT: A young Junior Jam dancer performs with the rest 
of her group.

Staff photos by Kathy Aney

Subscribe and get it all, five days a week. Get full online access with a print subscription.
 Call us! 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

 PAINTING GREAT 
 HOMES FOR 28 YEARS!
 Excellent Color Advice 

 Free Bids
 (2009 Business of the year*)

 541-276-9679 541-276-9679
 www.asharppainter.com

 CCB#132851     WA LLC#ASHARPL022QF

 Pendleton Chamber of Commerce

Painting

Satisfied
customers

Satisfied
customers

Flooring & Design

 “Providing You With Quality 
 Service For 40 Years!”

 DESERT COBBLER
 SHOE & BOOT REPAIR

 120 NE 3rd St., Hermiston

 541-567-2008

 Service & Repair  a t  a
 Price That’s Fair!

Shoe & Boot Repair       

 125 S. Main St., 

 Pendleton

 541-276-9292

Book Store

Complete Collection Service

• Licensed 
• Bonded
• No Collection 
• No Fee

461 E. Main Hermiston, OR 97838
(541)289-9107

www.creditsinc.com

Collection ServiceChiropractic Services

Car Accident Specialist
Dr. Julie Chambers   Dr. Bianka Munoz

Accepting New Patients

Major Medical Insurance 

Workman's Comp 

Medicare and VA benefi ts

Car Accidents • Cash Patients
Si habla Espanol

541-289-9966 
1155 W Linda Ave, Ste B Hermiston

We Sell Stuff

2nd Hand

342 SW 1st St.

Pendleton, OR

(541) 969-3073

2nd Hand Store

Lease to own furniture,  
electronics, appliances,  

smartphones

Always accepting employment 
applications in-store

1625 N. First St. • Hermiston, OR

Leasing & SalesInsurance

www.wheatlandins.com

800-243-8918

Concrete Specialists

 CONCRETE 

 SPECIALISTS
 Driveways, patios, 

 sidewalks, decorative. 
 Excavating. 

 Free Estimates! 
 541-969-0069

 541-938-9375
 Licensed and Bonded

 CCB#195323

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR BUSINESS SHOULD BE HERE! Call 541-278-2670 for details!

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL PROFESSIONALS

 HEATING & AIR 

 CONDITIONING
 SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

 COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

 LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

 THEWS SHEET METAL
 541-276-3751

 1816 N.W. 48 th  St • PENDLETON

 EMAIL:  thews@thews.com

 STATE CONTRS#66036

 24 HOUR

 EMERGENCY

 SERVICE
 Heat Pumps 
 Furnaces

 Its Hard To Stop A Trane

Heating & AC

Construction

Gary Adams 
Construction, LLC.

CCB# 215307

From Framing to Finish Work

541-276-6571
garyadamsconstruction@yahoo.com

Phone Repair

Nicklandreth75@gmail.com

541.310.2010
www.nicks-electronics.com

27 South West Dorian

Pendleton, OR 97801

Nicks 

Cell Phone

Repair

Dispensary

541-720-0772 

License #188965 

Want Year Around Outdoor Space? 

www.mybackyardbydesign.com 

Visit our showroom:      
102 E Columbia Dr.  

Kennewick, WA 99336 
(Call for Showroom Hours) 

Patio Rooms              
Awnings · Sunrooms           

Pergolas · Patio Covers          
All  Season Shades    

Solar Screens & More! 

FREE Estimates!  

  

We’ve Got Solutions!               

713 Horses & Tack

828 Misc for Sale

Stockmans Restaurant Closing
All equipment and furniture for 

sale.
Call Chuck or Karen Fontaine

541-564-0485 or
541-701-5523 

BUY IT!

SELL IT!

FIND IT!
East Oregonian

Classified
1-800-962-2819

651 Help Wanted

Full-Time Employment 
Invenergy LLC is hiring a 
Wind Technician for the Wil-
low Creek Energy Center in 
Ione, OR, a 72 MW wind pow-
er generation facility utilizing 
GE 1.5 SLE turbine technol-
ogy.
Qualified applicants please 
visit www.invenergyllc.com 
and click on “Careers.”
cneumann@invenergyllc.com
Ione, OR

661 Childcare/Adult 

Contact Dayle or Grace today 
to place your classified ad!

1-800-962-2819
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

We can highlight your ad with 
grey, green, yellow, blue or 

pink! 

Classified Ads work hard for you!

710 Pets & Supplies

2 yr old female Pitbull. Princess 
is very loving, good with kids, 
doesn’t like cats or other dogs. 
Needs a fenced yard. Comes 
with kennel and bedding. 

541-276-0751
541-379-7091  

651 Help Wanted

PENDLETON LOCATION 
DISPATCHER

School Bus Company seeking 
full time Dispatcher. Seeking 
individual with very positive 
attitude, passionate about 
safety & serving kids, custom-
er service driven, very good 
communication skills, strong 
work ethic, organized, and 
able to multi-task. Person is 
key member of progressive 
management team. Duties in-
clude dispatching daily routes 
and trips for school bus opera-
tions, maintaining routing and 
student information systems. 
Applicants must be proficient 
in Excel & Microsoft Office. 
Must be able to obtain a Class 
B CDL. Salary dependent 
upon qualifications. EOE. 

Call Mid Columbia Bus 
Company Today 

541-276-5621 

Walsh Trucking is currently 
seeking a

HOSTLER DRIVER/
YARD GOAT OPERATOR

This position is responsible 
for shuttling solid waste trail-
ers at our Arlington, OR site.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
• At least one year truck driv-
ing or hostling experience.
• Valid driver license with 
clean driving record.
• Ability to hook/unhook trail-
ers multiple times per day.
• Commitment to safety.

The position is full-time, day-
shift position, occasional Sat-
urday work would be proba-
ble. Benefits include medical, 
dental, vision, 401k with com-
pany match, paid vacation 
and sick leave.

Send your resume in Word for-
mat or in the text of an email 
to hr@walshtruckingco.com. 
Please put “Hostler Driver” in 
the subject line of the email.

651 Help Wanted

The City of Pilot Rock is now 
accepting applications for the 
position of full-time 

CITY RECORDER/ 
TREASURER

The successful applicant 
must possess strong com-
munication, leadership, or-
ganizational, financial and 
management skills, as well as 
computer proficiency. Expe-
rience in accounting, record 
management, land use plan-
ning and 4 years municipal 
finance preferred.  
Salary range $46,740 - 
$53,688, depending on qual-
ifications.  The City offers a 
generous benefits package.  
Close 11/30/17. 
Application and job descrip-
tion may be obtained: 
on line at cityofpilotrock.org, 
City Hall 144 N. Alder Pilot 
Rock or request by email at 
teri.porter@cityofpilotrock.org or 
phone 541-443-2811.  

WE’RE HIRING!!!
Horizon Project, Inc., a 
non-profit organization, who 
provides residential & employ-
ment support to adults with in-
tellectual and developmental 
disabilities has positions open 
in the following locations:

Hermiston – Direct Support 
Professionals
Pendleton – Direct Support 
Professionals, Residential 
Coordinator, Job Developer, 
Job Coaches
Milton-Freewater – Direct 
Support Professionals, Resi-
dential Coordinator

To learn more about us & our 
open positions, please visit 
us online at: www.horizon-
projectinc.com or visit our of-
fices at: 408 E. Main St #B in 
Hermiston, 223 SW Court in 
Pendleton or 608 N Russell in 
Milton-Freewater, office hours 
are Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

651 Help Wanted

Blue Mountain Lumber
Fork lift operator/Truck Loader 
Pay depending on experience 
valid drivers license Bi lingual 

preferred  541-276-4304 

Full-Time Employment 
The Bilingual Dietitian position 
works to optimize the patients 
overall health, improve quality 
of life and treat or prevent some 
medical disorders by: assess-
ing nutritional needs, develop-
ing individualized nutrition care 
plans, providing counseling and 
education to patients, families 
and caregivers and monitoring/
re-evaluating the patients’ toler-
ance and response to nutrition-
al care plan including a range 
of variables that may influence 
behaviors. Requires Bachelor 
of Science in Nutrition and/or 
Dietetics. Registered Dietitian 
or Registered Dietitian eligible 
strongly preferred.  Boardman, 
OR. 541-481-7212 kjimenez@
crchs.net

Columbia Basin 
Spreaders, Inc. 
is looking for an 
experienced me-
chanic to lead our 
Hermiston shop. 

The successful applicant 
must have a safe work history 
along with experience in die-
sel mechanics, basic welding 
and fabrication, and the ability 
to troubleshoot electrical and 
hydraulic problems.  

We offer a competitive salary 
based on experience along 
with vacation, personal/sick 
time, and medical/dental/vi-
sion benefits. 

Now is the time to come to 
work for our innovative, grow-
ing company.  

Columbia Basin Spreaders, 
Inc. is an equal opportunity 
employer. 

Contact Steve Williams at 
541.701.9921 or apply in per-
son at 78757 Westland Rd., 
Hermiston.

651 Help Wanted

Blue Mountain Lumber
Laboror Needed

Contact Karol at 541-276-4304 

Now Hiring!

Pendleton School Bus 
Drivers

$250 Hiring Bonus
$100 Bonus- Pass DMV in 7 
days in our paid learning pro-
gram with our trainers helping 
you.

$12.88 per hour driver 
starting wage.

Full CDL cost reimbursement
Paid driver training program
Other bonus opportunities

Company match 401k 
program

JOIN OUR PENDLETON 
TEAM TODAY!

To get started today call
541-276-5621 

DUST off the old pool table and 
sell it with a classified ad.

CITY OF UMATILLA
LIBRARY AIDE – Part time 
position 19 hours per week to 
include evenings and week-
ends. Duties include check-
ing materials, answering 
telephone, providing simple 
reference help and re-shelv-
ing books. Position requires a 
positive attitude towards the 
public and ability to deal well 
with all ages; clerical skills 
including attention to detail 
and accurate typing; abili-
ty to lift and bend to handle 
heavy books and ability to 
learn Dewey Decimal Sys-
tem. Computer experience 
is desirable and the ability to 
speak Spanish is a plus. Ex-
perience with planning and 
implementing children’s pro-
grams preferred. 
Salary $10.00/hr. 
City application required 
along with resume and refer-
ences. Send to:

City of Umatilla
Attn: Human Resources

PO Box 130
Umatilla, OR 97882

Open until filled. EOE/AA 

BUY IT!

SELL IT!

FIND IT!
East Oregonian

Classified
1-800-962-2819


