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LIMEY PASTOR

I 
know I am writing this for someone right now ... 
someone in the newspaper audience who needs 
to hear this message. So this little prayer is for 

you. I pray this day that you will know that you are 
beloved of God Almighty and will be with him and 
his friends forever. Share that news with those you 
know who are suffering.

There is nothing you can do to 
cut yourself off from God. Nothing! 
You are wanted by the Lord of 
Love to serve in his holy place.

God’s love is like the sun’s 
light which shines even behind the 
clouds of earth. Our sins cloud our 
own eyes, not God’s.

I found out recently that a friend 
of mine had tried to kill himself 
twice, found hanging by his own 
son — but has now stumbled back 
from that precipice and is finding 
his way back to knowing that he is loved. He has 
ultimate worth. I am keeping him close to me. A 
long lasting illness had drained his hope. Christ has 
grasped on to him now, thankfully while he is still 
among us. He finds that Christ’s strength is now his. 
His illness has allowed him to receive the strength of 
the Lord.

He is a solid Christian, yet he came to a place 
where he thought he had no value to anyone, even 
the Lord. He has re-found his foothold thank God. 
He has ultimate value with God. He belongs to the 
Father! So do you!

Several years before these painful events, a boy 
from my former church, grown up, had broken 
the lock on his grandfather’s gun case, taken out 
a shotgun and blown his brains out. I went to his 
house, to his despairing grandparents, and visited 
the boy’s bedroom and saw the red stain on the 
carpet. My last memory of this young man was as a 
bright 10-year-old full of smiles and joy. Abandoned 
by parents who had been entrapped by drugs, the 
boy had been sidelined by authorities as having a 
learning disability, and had been located in a place 
inhabited by few people of his own age.

At this time I was not yet an ordained pastor, and 
Pastor C from the pulpit preached emotionally of this 
young man for whom we had all hoped for the best. 
Pastor C wanted us to know that God was LOVE 
and our lost child would not disappear, punished for 
having taken his own life by a God who exacted a 
punishment on those he loved most. Such an idea 
was absurd. Emphatically he said, our boy had gone 
to be with the Father and he is loved and not lost! 

God rescues us; he sent his son to head us off at 
the pass, and he rescues us and holds us close. How 
could it be otherwise? How could the heart of Love 
behave any other way and send away a child in 
loneliness and pain?

I too believe this and I believe that somehow God 
rescues us all. Even beyond the gates of death. Even 
beyond the gates of death.

As Christians you are made to be vessels of this 
divine love, and to spill out the water of compassion 
and love to all you meet, especially those you feel a 
gulf with, a disconnect with, for this is a sign that the 
enemy of man is trying to separate these from their 
flock. Turn on the torrent of love for these little ones. 
Say little prayers of love for those you know hardly 
at all. Be blessings to the least and help build your 
neighbor’s cottage in the kingdom of heaven.

Your church’s mission, should it be ready to 
accept this “Mission Impossible,” is to glow like a 
lighthouse in your area, to love anyone of a different 
religion or none, they are all sons and daughters of 
a God who is Love, all Love! Catholics, Mormons, 
Lutherans, Seventh-day Adventists. They are all 
children of the One God. Call them all to your 
doorstep!

Amen.
■

Colin Brown is the former pastor of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Boardman.
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A group of local Cub 
Scouts is gearing up to help 
ensure needy children across 
the globe receive toys, school 
supplies, hygiene items and 
other gifts during the holiday 
season.

Hermiston Cub Scout 
Pack 645 is collecting shoe-
boxes filled with gifts for 
Operation Christmas Child. 
The project is an outreach 
ministry of the international 
Christian relief organization 
Samaritan’s Purse. Last year, 
the Scout pack contributed 
50 boxes and is aiming 
to donate 60 this holiday 
season.

Many other individuals, 
groups and local businesses 
participate in the annual 
project. In 2016, the total 
number of boxes collected 
from Umatilla and Morrow 
counties was approximately 
1,700, said Barb Watten-

burger, who has helped 
coordinate collecting in the 
Hermiston area. Anyone can 
join the effort to help spread 
Christmas cheer.

In Umatilla County, three 
sites will serve as drop-off 
locations for shoebox gift 
donations the week of Nov. 
13-20. They include New 
Hope Community Church, 
1350 S. Highway 395, Herm-
iston; Calvary Chapel, 1909 
S.W. Athens Ave., Pendleton; 
and Milton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 1244 N. 
Elizabeth St., Milton-Free-
water.

The mission of Opera-
tion Christmas Child is to 
demonstrate God’s love in 
a tangible way to children 
in need around the world. 
Since 1993, the project 
has delivered gift-filled 
shoeboxes to more than 146 
million children in more than 
160 countries and territories. 
This year’s goal is to send 

gifts to 12 million children 
worldwide.

Due to customs regula-
tions, some items can’t be 
sent. Gift suggestions are 
available on the organiza-
tion’s website. In addition, 
people who prefer the conve-
nience of online shopping can 
browse the site to select gifts 
to create a virtual gift box. 
Also, people may add a photo 
or personal note of encour-
agement to the recipient.

Also, to help offset 
shipping costs, participants 
are asked to donate $9 per 
shoebox gift. They will 
receive a tracking label, 
enabling them to learn the 
destination of their shoebox 
gift.

For more information, 
including guidelines for 
shoebox gifts and an option 
to virtually “Build a Box,” 
visit www.samaritanspurse.
org/occ. For questions, call 
541-626-3159.

Local Scouts help spread cheer
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Diane McClure, Hermiston Cub Scout Pack 645’s project leader for collecting shoe-
boxes for Operation Christmas Child, carries boxes during last year’s collection effort.

Service features 
singing of hymns

HERMISTON — An 
evening of singing old hymns 
is featured during a special 
service in Hermiston.

The public is invited 
to an evening of food, fun 
and fellowship during the 
Hymnspiration Sunday from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. at Victory 
Baptist Church, 193 E. Main 
St. Hermiston. There is no 
admission charge for the 
informal gathering.

For more information, 
contact Chris Finley at 
johnchris_1@msn.com or 
541-571-2516.

Aglow fellowship 
meets Nov. 11

WALLA WALLA — A 
Moses Lake minister is the 
featured speaker for the 
upcoming Walla Walla Aglow 
Community Lighthouse 
meeting.

The community is invited to 
hear Ray Lotter, who founded 
King’s Tabernacle, which is 
based on home groups. He 
will share a message Saturday, 
Nov. 11 at 10 a.m. at Whitman 
Court, 305 Ash St., Walla 
Walla. A freewill offering will 
be taken for the event, which 
includes lunch.

Aglow, which started 
in 1967, is an international 
organization that seeks 
to share God’s word in 
the community. For more 
information, call Kathy 
Owsley at 509-540-2684, Lora 
Sykes at 509-540-0212 or visit 
www.ecwaglow.

———
Send information about 

local faith-related news and 
events, including concerts, 
special speakers and activities 
to community@eastoregonian.
com or drop off to the attention 
of Tammy Malgesini at 333 E. 
Main St., Hermiston or Renee 
Struthers at 211 S.E. Byers 
Ave., Pendleton. Call 541-564-
4539 or 541-966-0818 with 
questions.

HERMISTON BRIEFLY

NETTUNO, Italy (AP) — 
Pope Francis called war “the 
destruction of ourselves” during 
visits Thursday to an American 
military cemetery and the site of 
a Nazi massacre in Rome as he 
marked the Catholic All Souls’ 
Day commemorating the dead.

Francis laid flowers on 10 
graves among the 7,680 Amer-
ican war dead buried in the Sici-
ly-Rome American Cemetery, 
which also commemorates a 
further 3,095 who went missing 
in campaigns to liberate southern 
and central Italy from Sicily 
north to Rome during World War 
II.

The new U.S. ambassador to 

Rome, Lewis M. Eisenberg, was 
among the 5,000 in attendance.

During Mass, Francis said 
in his off-the-cuff homily that 
the sight of the arcs of white 
headstones should stand as a 
call for peace, saying “no more 
war, no more of these useless 
massacres.”

The pope said that humanity 
hasn’t learned, or hasn’t wanted 
to learn, the lessons of war.

“How often in history, when 
men think of making war, they 
are convinced of bringing a new 
world, they are convinced that 
they are making spring.  It ends 
in winter; ugly, cruel, a reign of 
terror, of death,” the pope said.

Pope Francis recalls cost of war with WWII site visits

L’Osservatore Romano/Pool Photo via AP

Pope Francis pays a visit to the American military 
cemetery in Nettuno, Italy, Thursday. Pope Francis 
is underlining the price of war, visiting an American 
military cemetery and the site of a Nazi massacre 
in Rome. 

Worship 
                   Community

Seventh-Day 

Adventist 

Church
Saturday Services

Pendleton

1401 SW Goodwin Place

276-0882

Sabbath School 9:20 am

Worship Service 10:45 am

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

-Presbyterian Church (USA)-
201 SW Dorion Ave.

Pendleton

Service of Worship - 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School - 

10:20 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am

www.pendletonpresbyterian.com

Open Hearted...
Open Minded

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC

Sunday Worship.........9:00 AM

Bible Study......10:00 AM

Red Lion Hotel

( Oregon Trail Room )

www.faithpendleton.org

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

LCMC

Sunday worship at 
11:00 AM

 420 Locust St. • Boardman, OR

541-481-6132
Colin Brown, Pastor

To share your worship times 

call 541-278-2678

Redeemer 
Episcopal 

Church
241 SE Second St. Pendleton

(541)276-3809
www.pendletonepiscopal.org

Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Holy Communion Noon

Weekly Adults Spiritual Life Group 

All Are Welcome

FIRST SERVICE 8:30 AM 

SECOND SERVICE 10:30 AM 

www.fcogpendleton.com 

712 SW 27    ST.  

541-276-1894 

TH 

Faith Center Church
Worshiping God

Loving People
108 S. Main • 276-9569

Worship Service: 10:30am

Sunday School: 9:30am

Sr. Pastor,
Ray O’Grady

pendletonfaithcenter.org

Community

Presbyterian Church

14 Martin Drive,

Umatilla, OR

922-3250

Worship: 10 AM 

Sunday School at 11:30

BAHA’I FAITH
“The Unity of All Mankind”

Pendleton Baha’i Center at 

1015 SE Court Place

Devotions Sundays @ 

11:00am; Everyone invited!

(541) 276-9360 visit us at

www.pendletonbahais.org

OPEN HEARTS – OPEN DOOR

www.graceandmercylutheran.org
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School  10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided)
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School

Check Out our Facebook Page or 
Website for More Information

541-289-4535 
Tom Inch, Pastor

Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA
(First United Methodist Church)

191 E. Gladys Ave. / P.O. Box 1108
Hermiston, Oregon 97838

PENDLETON 
LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

Sunday Service: 10am & 6pm
Tuesday Kingdom Seekers: 7pm

Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

We off er: Sunday School • Sign Language
Interpreters • Nursery • Transportation • & more!

Pastor Dan Satterwhite
541.377.4252 

417 NW 21st St. • Pendleton, OR 97801
www.facebook.com/

PendletonLighthouseChurch

401 Northgate, Pendleton 

Celebration of Worship 

Sundays 10:00am 
Youth: 0-6th grade 

Midweek Service 

Wednesdays 6:00pm 

Youth: 0-6th grade 

Overcomer’s Outreach 

Tuesday’s 6:00pm 

In the Annex 

Pastor Sharon Miller 

A Christ Centered, 12 Step 
Recovery Support Group 

541-278-8082 

www.livingwordcc.com 

401 Northgate, 
Pendleton

CELEBRATION OF 
WORSHIP

 Sundays 10:00 am
  Youth: 

0-6th grade

MIDWEEK SEVICE
 Wednesdays 6:00 pm

    Youth:  
0-6th grade

Pastor Sharon Miller

541-278-8082
www.livingwordcc.com

The Salvation Army
Center for Worship & Service

Sunday Worship Service

9:30 - Sunday School

10:30 - Worship Service

Wednesday Bible Study
5:30 Family Fellowship Meal • 6:00 Bible Study

COME AS YOU ARE

150 SE Emigrant

(541) 276-3369

352 SE 2nd Street, Pendleton OR 
Sunday Worship 9am  •  541-276-2616 

Worship Broadcast on KUMA 1290 @ 11am 
Worship Livestream at 

www.facebook.com/FUMCPendleton/ 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor 

First United 

Methodist 

Church

Pendleton

Grace Baptist Church
555 SW 11th, Hermiston

567-9497
Nursery provided for all 

services
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Worship - 10:45 AM
6:00 pm

Wed Prayer & Worship - 
7:00 PM

“Proclaiming God’s word, 
growing in God’s grace”

Come meet Jesus at 

PENDLETON BAPTIST 
CHURCH

3202 SW Nye Ave Pendleton, OR
541-276-7590

Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Bible Classes 9:45 AM
Sunday Youth Group 6:00 PM

Mon. Community Women’s Study 
9:30 AM & 6 PM

Awana Kids Club (K-6th grade)
Wed Men’s Study 6 PM

MOPS meeting the 1st Thur of the Month 6 PM

9:30 am Sunday Worship

10:30 am Fellowship

11:00 am Sunday School & Adult Class

~Come and be at Peace ~

on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunday

ELCA 

Peace Lutheran Church 
 

               210 NW 9th, Pendleton   
 

                 Join us Sundays  
 

          9:30 am Sunday Worship 

Behind These Stone Walls Beat the Hearts 

of Some of the Warmest Most Sincere, 

Most Caring People in Pendleton.

We Invite You to Come Get Acquainted!

Sunday School: 9:30am
Worship: 10:40am

Fellowship to follow

Offi ce 541-276-5358  M-F, 8:30-12:30
www.fccpendleton.org

St. Johns
Episcopal Church

Join Us On Our Journey With Jesus.
Scripture, Tradition and Reason

Family service 9am Sunday

 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston
 PH: 567-6672  

We are an all inclusive Church who welcomes all.


