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Persistence leads to solving 1979 case of teen’s slaying

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — The persistence of a
detective and the sister of a young
woman who was stabbed and beaten
has solved a murder in Oregon — 38
years after it happened.

On March 9, 1979, Janie Landers
disappeared outside the Fairview
Training Center for the develop-
mentally disabled where she lived in
Salem. Five days later, the 18-year-
old’s body was discovered in a
remote field, with deep stab wounds
in her neck and her head bashed.

Witnesses had seen Janie, who
functioned at about the level of an
8-year-old child and stood just 5 feet,
1 inch tall and weighed 105 pounds,
get into a stranger’s car. The police
questioned several people, but all
their leads turned into dead ends.

As the years passed, Janie’s
younger sister, Joyce Hooper, kept
pushing the authorities to solve the
crime. In 2001, a retired Oregon
State Police detective was assigned
the case, but had no better luck than
previous investigators.

In March 2015, the 36th anniver-
sary of the murder, Hooper pushed
again, and the state police reopened
the case. They gave it to Detective
Steve Hinkle, a member of the Major
Crimes Section. It was his very first
cold case.

Hinkle was skeptical that he’d
be able to crack a case that had
flummoxed other detectives who
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Oregon State Police Major Crimes Detective Steve Hinkle stands
over files for the 38-year-old Janie Landers murder case at Oregon
State Police headquarters in Salem, Thursday. Oregon State Police
have been able to solve the brutal murder and determine that Ger-
ald Dunlap is solely responsible for Landers’ death.

had fresh access to evidence and
witnesses.

“I knew when I got assigned it
that it was a very low statistical like-
lihood that we’d solve it, especially
after that amount of time had gone
by,” Hinkle said at a news conference
Thursday.

Hinkle began digitizing the
contents of the boxes of files, so
investigators in years to come would
have something to go on.

But he and other investigators,
examining photos of deep stab
wounds near Janie’s neck, noticed
that there were no abrasions from
a weapon handle known as a hilt,
and they concluded the killer’s hand
probably slipped while he stabbed
Janie, cutting himself and leaving his
own DNA behind.

Then the investigators hit a
trifecta of good luck.

They went to the evidence locker
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to examine Landers’ blood-stained
shirt. They found that it was pack-
aged properly, so the DNA — which
can easily degrade if packaged
improperly — was still intact. It
was analyzed, and DNA that wasn’t
Landers’ was found. That DNA
result was run through the FBI’s
CODIS DNA database.

Bingo.

There was a match, to a man
named Gerald Dunlap, who had
worked in Fairview’s laundry in
1979. The institution, which had
a record of abusing its wards, was
closed in 2000.

“Finding something like that, it’s
such an old case, and such an inno-
cent victim, it’s just remarkable,”
state police Capt. Jon Harrington
said at a news conference Thursday
alongside Hinkle.

Hinkle described to reporters
what motivated him to keep working
the case, even on his own time.

“It needed to be solved,” he said.
“It’s a vulnerable young girl that got
murdered for no reason, and some-
body did it. Somebody needed to be

held accountable.”

The investigators learned that
Dunlap had been convicted in
1996 of first-degree sex abuse of a
family member and was sentenced
to prison. The officers credited the
victim of that crime with coming
forward, because if she hadn’t,
Dunlap wouldn’t have gone to
prison and his DNA wouldn’t have
been in the database, meaning
Janie’s murder would never have
been solved. Dunlap had also been
convicted of rape in Tennessee in
1961 and sentenced to 99 years in
prison. But he was paroled in 1973.

The investigators learned that
Dunlap had died behind bars in
2002, depriving Landers’ family
of seeing him brought to justice for
Janie’s murder.

For Hooper, who was five years
younger than Janie and is now 52,
that’s not the most important aspect.

“Final closure would have been
seeing him convicted of her murder.
But how I try to look at is: he died
in prison. He wasn’t out there hurting
anyone else,” Hooper said in a
telephone interview from Coos Bay,
Oregon, where she grew up and still
lives.

What really matters to Hooper is
Hinkle’s persistence.

“I will be forever grateful to him,”
Hooper said. “He stuck with it. Any
changes or actions in the case, he
kept me informed. He stuck with
her case and believed that something
was there that could help solve it.”

Legislature seeks analysis of its personnel policies

Oregon

lawmaker resigns in

pursuit of Ag Department job

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau
SALEM — Legislative
branch staff are putting together
a competitive bid for an indepen-
dent analysis of the Legislature’s
personnel policies in the wake of
allegations of harassment in the

Oregon Capitol.

Reports of unwanted touching
by two male lawmakers have
surfaced as more people nation-
ally have been coming forward
about their experiences with
sexual harassment and assault.

Legislative ~ counsel s
preparing the bid for the outside
review, according to the office of
Employee Services, the Legisla-
ture’s human resources arm.

Legislative counsel could
not be reached for comment
to answer questions about the
scope, cost and timeline of the
review Wednesday.

The Legislature’s current

personnel rules lay out
procedures for reporting and
responding to harassment both
informally and formally.

Multiple informal complaints
of unwanted touching against
State Sen. Jeff Kruse, R-Rose-
burg, are being investigated
by legislative counsel and the
Legislature’s human resources
department.

It’s not clear when the results
of that inquiry may come to light.

The intent of the informal
complaint process is to allow
members or employees of the
legislative branch to have a confi-
dential way to report harassment
and get the behavior to stop.

By contrast, formal
complaints against legislators, as
outlined in the rules, require an
outside investigation. The results
are presented to a legislative
committee on conduct.

That committee can recom-
mend the reprimand, censure, or

expulsion of the member, and the
action requires a two-thirds vote
of the chamber in question. It’s
an exceedingly rare process.

But while it’s rare for formal
complaints to be lodged with
the  Legislature  regarding
harassment, that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean harassment itself is
uncommon.

Since the allegations against
Kruse, several female lobbyists
and legislators have spoken
publicly about their experiences
with harassment and sexism.

Last year, the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission
found that roughly 75 percent
of people who experienced
workplace harassment never
discussed the harassing conduct
with a supervisor, manager or
union representative.

“Employees who experience
harassment fail to report the
harassing behavior or file a
complaint because they fear

disbelief of their claim, blame
or social or professional retal-
iation,” a June 2016 report,
prepared by a special task force
on workplace harassment, states.

The two lawmakers accused
of harassment have reportedly
responded to informal allega-
tions differently.

Reports of “inappropriate
humor” and  “inappropriate
touching” in recent years against
State  Rep. David Gomberg,
D-Central Coast, were made
to House leadership, who
resolved the issue confidentially,
Gomberg said in a constituent
newsletter Sunday.

Gomberg says he changed his
behavior when it was brought to
his attention.

No complaint was filed
in that instance, although
legislative counsel was “infor-
mally consulted,” according
to a spokesman for the House
Democrats.

PORTLAND (AP) — State Rep. John
Huffman has resigned from
the Oregon Legislature.

The Republican from
The Dalles told 7he
Oregonian/OregonLive last
week he was pursuing a job
with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and wouldn’t
seek re-election.

But Huffman decided
to leave right away,
announcing his resignation
in an Oct. 28 letter to
Oregon Secretary of State Dennis Richardson.

Huffiman had been in Legislature for 10 years.

Huffman’s heavily Republican district
includes portions of four counties. Commis-
sioners in those counties will appoint his
SUCCESSOL.

Huffman
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ness today with a couple of showers. Some
clouds tonight; a stray shower.

heavy at times at the coast. Snow levels
lowering in the mountains.
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



