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to just get the kids something 
else to do,” Toni Nichols said. 
“We weren’t totally sure what 
our own kids would decide, 
but it’s been really good for 
a lot of the kids. We’ve seen 
them grow so much in the 
last three years, giving some 
of those kids that didn’t have 
sports at all that didn’t quite 
fit into the football or fit into 
this, it’s been good for them.”

Now, in the program’s 
third season another Nichols 
is the star of the show. 
Hunter Nichols, a junior at 
Heppner High, qualified for 
state after finishing in the 
top-5 (17:01.3) at the district 
meet Friday. Hunter took 
the fifth-and-final individual 
qualifying spot, despite not 
running his best.

“It was a really loaded 
race,” he said. “I’ve never 
really competed with that fast 
of a group before, but we’ve 
always ran together. I didn’t 
have the best race of my life, 
but I throw everything out 
there.”

Hunter was well prepared, 
clocking miles throughout 
the week of practice leading 
up to the district meet. But 
he felt under the weather the 
day of the race, something he 
says is no excuse. He knew 
the Union boys he’d be up 
against we’re going to push 
the pace and provide tough 
competition, something he 
never expected from the 

sport.
“I didn’t think it was as 

competitive as it is,” he said 
when asked what he thought 
of the sport before he joined.

Nichols, like his parents, 
grew up in an athletic family. 
He tried multiple sports and 
often with his parents as 
coaches.

At the start of his freshman 
year, he played on the football 
team and competed in cross 
country’s inaugural season. 
He admitted that he wasn’t 
much of a football player, 
although Heppner did win its 
second state title in program 
history that year. He did, 
however, find some success 
on various cross country 
courses throughout eastern 
Oregon.

In 2015, Hunter ran sub-18 
minutes twice. In 2016, he 
only clocked 18 minutes or 
more twice and finished in the 
top five all but two races. This 
year, he set a new personal 
record at 16:25.8 and finished 
in the top five all but one race.  

“He’s just been running 
real well,” Russ Nichols said. 
“He’s just really tough and 
determined and ... he’s just 
gotten a lot tougher.”

Hunter attributes his 
success to what he calls the 
“usual stuff.” 

“Just hard work and dedi-
cation,” he says. 

It also doesn’t hurt that his 
parents are there to give him 
an extra push, when needed. 
It’s something he is used to, 

and it’s something that moti-
vates him.

“It gets kind of hard 
sometimes not that I need the 
attention, but I try to make 

them feel good — making 
them feel like they’re doing 
the right thing,” he said. 
“I’ve never really experience 
anything other than my 

parents coaching.”
For his parents, coaching 

in a small town means 
coaching the same kids in 
various sports. Toni explains 
that two and three sport 
athletes are common and its 
often because there is a need 
for players to fill rosters. But 
whatever the sport, whom-
ever the child, the message is 
the same.

“The things we try to 
teach them: responsibility, 
being respectful, having fun 
and building relationships 
with other kids — that’s our 
big thing — and work hard. 
It just always amazes me how 
hard they push themselves 
and how good they are 
because they push themselves 
and work hard and take a lot 
of pride in the work that they 
have done.”

The hard work is paying 
off, as the success of runners 
like Hunter has helped grow 
the team from only seven 
runners to more than 20. 
Proving that being a good role 
model is just as important as 
being a good runner.

“That’s another thing we 
try to teach them,” Toni said. 
“We tell them, ‘remember 
those kids you admired so 
much that were older when 
you were younger, you want 
to be that.’”

Hunter has a chance to be 
just that. As he gets ready for 
the 3A/2A/1A state champi-
onship meet on Saturday at 
Lane Community College in 

Eugene, he was one goal in 
mind.

“Top-10,” he said. “I want 
to medal, I would love to get 
top eight.”

Is he nervous?
“Not as nervous as I was 

for districts. Going into 
districts I was scared because, 
you know, if I had a bad race 
I knew there would be people 
behind. At state, you’ve got 
nothing to lose.”

Hunter will return to state 
for the second consecutive 
year — last year he finished 
in 15th (17:19) — and when 
he enters his senior year he 
will pass on the torch to his 
younger sister, Madelyn, who 
as a freshman at Heppner is 
one of the top runners on the 
girls team.

“She’s another good role 
model,” Hunter says of his 
younger sister, who despite 
not qualifying for state has 
finished as Heppner’s No. 1 
or No. 2 runner all season.

The one thing that is tough 
for Madelyn is she never had 
anyone to run with before 
joining the team, her father 
explains.

“If you train with tough 
people and fast people, you 
get yourself faster,” Russ 
said. “We didn’t have that 
for a while, especially on the 
girls side but we do now.”

———
Contact Alexis at aman-

sanarez@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-564-4542. Follow her 
on Twitter @almansanarez.

NICHOLS: Hunter representing Mustangs at state meet on Saturday
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Heppner’s Madelyn Nichols leads a group of runners 
during the Kyle Burnside Memorial Invite at Wildhorse 
Resort golf course recently in Mission. 

first round next year or try 
to acquire a proven starter 
such as Kirk Cousins in free 
agency. 

Instead, coach Kyle 
Shanahan and general 
manager John Lynch 
decided to strike early and 
put the fate of their franchise 
in the hands in a quarterback 
who has started just two 
games in four NFL seasons.

Garoppolo, a second-
round pick in 2014, is in the 
final year of his contract. 
By acquiring him now, San 
Francisco gets a head start 
on negotiating a long-term 
deal to keep him or can use 
the franchise tag on him in 
free agency.

Garoppolo won two starts 
in place of a suspended Tom 
Brady at the start of the 2016 
season. He completed 42 
of 59 passes for 496 yards, 
four touchdowns and no 
interceptions. He got hurt 
in the second quarter of his 
second start and has thrown 
just four passes since then.

The Eagles sent a 2018 
fourth-round pick to the 
Dolphins for Ajayi, who 
has 465 yards rushing and 
is averaging 3.4 yards per 
carry with no touchdowns. 
He went to the Pro Bowl 
last season after running for 
1,272 yards, including three 
200-yard games.

Dolphins coach Adam 
Gase signaled his displea-
sure with Ajayi last week 
after Miami was routed 40-0 
at Baltimore, noting missed 
blocking assignments in 
pass protection.

LeGarrette Blount leads 
Philadelphia with 467 yards 
rushing and is averaging 
4.7 yards a carry with two 
touchdowns. 

The Eagles (7-1) have the 
fifth-ranked run offense and 
have won six straight games 
heading into Sunday’s game 
against Denver (3-4), which 
has lost four of five.

Benjamin immediately 
becomes the Bills leading 
receiver with 32 catches 
for 475 yards and two 
touchdowns this season. 
Overall, he’s scored 18 
touchdowns in 40 games, 
and the 6-foot-5, 245-pound 
Benjamin provides quar-
terback Tyrod Taylor a big 
target, particularly in the red 
zone. 

It’s the fourth significant 
trade by Buffalo since 
August, when the Bills 
dealt starting receiver 
Sammy Watkins to the Los 
Angeles Rams and starting 
cornerback Ronald Darby 
to Philadelphia. On Friday, 
Buffalo traded its high-
est-paid player, defensive 
tackle Marcell Dareus, to 
Jacksonville.

Also, the 49ers sent 
cornerback Rashard 
Robinson to the New York 
Jets for a 2018 late-round 
draft pick.

It was unclear if Robinson 
would be available for the 
Jets’ game Thursday night 
against Buffalo. He provides 
depth — and a potential 
starter — for New York. 
Morris Claiborne is dealing 
with a sore foot and Buster 
Skrine is in the league’s 
concussion protocol.

TRADES: Miami sends 
former Boise State star 
RB Ajayi to Philadelphia
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10-inning slugfest under the 
roof at Minute Maid Park, 
pitching dominated.

George Springer’s 
third-inning home run 
against starter Rich Hill had 
given a 1-0 lead to Verlander 
and the Astros, trying for 
the first championship in 
their 56-season history. On 
Halloween night, a cham-
pionship for a team with 
orange in its colors seemed 
appropriate.

But it served only to set 
up the 10th blown lead of the 
Series, the fifth by Houston, 
as Verlander fell to 9-1 with 
Houston.

Dodgers relievers 
combined for 4 1/3 scoreless 
innings. Brandon Morrow 
retired Alex Bregman on a 
grounder to strand the bases 
loaded in the fifth, winner 
Tony Watson got Marwin 
Gonzalez to fly out with two 
on and two outs in the sixth, 
and Kenta Maeda escaped 
two-on trouble in the 
seventh when third baseman 
Justin Turner gloved Jose 
Altuve’s grounder and threw 
a one-hop throw that first 
baseman Cody Bellinger 
scooped just in time.

After wasting a ninth-in-
ning lead in Game 2 and 
losing Game 5, Kenley 
Jansen retired six straight 
batters for the save and ended 
by striking out 40-year-old 
pinch-hitter Carlos Beltran.

This will be the third 
World Series Game 7 in four 
years. Ten of the last 12 teams 
that won Game 6 to force a 
seventh game also won the 
title, but the Dodgers lost the 
previous six World Series in 
which they trailed 3-2. They 

have won just one of their six 
championships at home, in 
1963.

A heat wave over, the 
temperature dropped to 67 
degrees at game time from 
103 for last week’s opener. 
The San Gabriel Mountains 
were occluded by heavy 
clouds.

Los Angelenos with a 
laid-back reputation were 
more energetic and on their 
feet for two-strike counts 
against Astros batters, a 
wave in Pantone 294 — also 
known as Dodger blue. 
Stadium organist Dieter 
Ruehle greeted the Astros 
with “Hotel California” for 
the start of batting practice, 
but there was an un-LA-like 
drizzle in the middle innings.

“We feed off the crowd, 
for sure,” Taylor said. “We 
feel we have a huge home-
field advantage.”

Yuli Gurriel, who made a 
racist gesture toward Darvish 
in Game 3, was booed loudly 
during introductions and 

each time he batted,
Verlander has 11 post-

season wins but dropped to 
0-4 in the Series with Detroit 
and Houston, which acquired 
him from the Tigers on Aug. 
31 to win on nights like this.

The 2011 AL MVP and 
Cy Young Award winner, 
Verlander allowed just one 
baserunner before Austin 
Barnes singled leading off 
the sixth. Verlander bounced 
a pitch that hit Chase Utley 
on the front of his right foot, 
and Taylor sent a 97 mph 
fastball down the right-field 
line as Barnes came home. 
Seager followed with a 
sacrifice fly to the right-field 
warning track, a ball that 
likely would have landed in 
the pavilion in last week’s 
hot air.

Verlander prevented more 
damage when Turner fouled 
out and the right-hander 
fanned Bellinger, who struck 
out four times for the second 
time in the Series.

Springer homered for 

the third straight game and 
fourth time in the Series, 
one shy of the record set by 
Reggie Jackson in 1977 and 
matched by Chase Utley 
in 2009. While it silenced 
the Dodger Stadium crowd, 
Astros fans erupted at a 
watch party in Minute Maid 
Park. Los Angeles has 
allowed home runs in all 14 
of its postseason games.

Brian McCann singled 
leading off the fifth and 
Gonzalez doubled past 
Turner and down the left-
field line. Hill struck out Josh 
Reddick and Verlander, and 
Springer was intentionally 
walked to load the bases.

Morrow relieved as the 
crowd booed Roberts’ deci-
sion, and Hill slapped at four 
cups of liquid in the dugout, 
sending them spraying 
against the wall.

“With Verlander on the 
mound, I felt that was going 
to be the game,” Roberts 
said.

Appearing in his sixth 
straight Series game, 
Morrow got Bregman to 
ground to shortstop on his 
second pitch.

Watson walked Reddick 
leading off the seventh, Evan 
Gattis pinch hit for Verlander 
and Maeda relieved. Gattis 
bounced to shortstop, just 
beating Utley’s throw from 
second to avoid a double 
play. Springer reached on an 
infield single that bounced 
off Seager’s glove at short-
stop and into left field, and 
Bregman’s fly to deep center 
allowed pinch-runner Derek 
Fisher to tag up and advance 
to third, bringing up Altuve. 
Walking down the dugout 
steps after his groundout, 
Altuve slammed his helmet.

WORLD SERIES: Darvish will start Game 7 for 
Los Angeles, McCullers gets the ball for Houston
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Los Angeles Dodgers’ Joc Pederson hits a home run 
off Houston Astros relief pitcher Joe Musgrove during 
the seventh inning of Game 6 of the World Series on  
Tuesday in Los Angeles. 

504 Homes for Sale

$299,000- 6.6ACRES/RIVER-
SIDE.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1 lev-
el, 1336sf (m/l) home.  2 barns, 
large shop/garage, some equip-
ment to stay with sale of home, 
some sold separately.   Dori 541-
310-1001 cell.  #17246201

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

NEW LISTING 5.2 acres of 
mountain property 3 b/r 2 bath 
manufactured home with de-
tached garage and large shop. 
Year round living. Secluded.  
$212,900  Call Cathy for more 
info  (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

CALL 1-800-962-2819

to advertise here!

504 Homes for Sale

$499,999- Beautiful home with 
amazing views. 4+/- acres. 
Priced below assessed values. 
Call Shane at 541-379-7802

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

House DOWNTOWN?? Oppor-
tunity for residential or Com-
mercial..3 Bed 2 Bath with huge 
bonus room $145 000-Drive by 
328 SW Court then call 541 379 
8690 to take a tour

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

$194,500- Views!  Classic 
mid-century, daylight base-
ment home.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, full basement.  
Large deck, fenced private 
backyard.  Great location!  Jef  
541 969-9539 cell.  #17092551

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931    

Attention Investors! Reduced 
Price, Modern Duplex built in 
2012, Stucco Exterior with great 
city views.  3 bedroom and 2 
bedroom units.Now  $179,900. 
Call Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

501 Open Houses

DOWNUNDER???????!!?? 
Sign up for your Tour to Aus-
tralia in April 2018. This will be 
your trip of a lifetime. The tour is 
made to fit the group! Referenc-
es available! Call Kerry 541-377-
6855 or email your questions to   
kjcbaird@gmail.com  

Turn Here Realty
541-377-6855

504 Homes for Sale

$125,000- 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home w/vaulted ceilings, open 
floor plan. 1car garage with extra 
space. Lots of parking. A pond, 
hot tub, sheds, kennel.  Dawn 
541-310-9563cell.   #17337579   

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

166 Good Things to 

Davis  Orchards
 Fruit Stand
9am-5pm

Closed Saturday
Apples: Gala, Golden & 

Red Delicious, Honeycrisp, 
Granny Smith, Fuji; Italian 

Prunes
53285 Appleton Road

Milton Freewater, Oregon
541-938-7093 

BUY IT! SELL IT!

FIND IT!

CALL

1-800-962-2819

Find your new home in Classifieds

110 Announcements

Looking for a new place to 
live? The classified ads offer 

a complete section of homes, 
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.

Check daily for new listings!

WHATEVER YOU ARE 

looking for, don’t buy until you’ve 

checked the Classifieds!

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com               1-800-962-2819

EASTERN OREGON

marketplace


