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‘Cowardly act of terror:’

Truck driver Kkills 8 on bike path

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A man in a rented
pickup truck mowed down pedestrians
and cyclists along a busy bike path
near the World Trade Center memorial
on Tuesday, killing at least eight and
seriously injuring 11 in what the mayor
called “a particularly cowardly act of

terror.”

The driver was shot in the abdomen
by police after jumping out of the truck
with what turned out to be a fake gun in
each hand and shouting what witnesses
said was “Allahu Akbar,” Arabic for
“God 1is great,” authorities said. The
man underwent surgery and was in
critical condition but was expected to

survive.

Officials who were not authorized to
discuss the investigation and spoke on
the condition of anonymity identified
the attacker as 29-year-old Sayfullo
Saipov and said he is from Uzbekistan
and came to the U.S. legally in 2010.
He has a Florida driver’s license but
may have been staying in New Jersey,

they said.

The driver barreled along the bike
path in a rented Home Depot truck for
the equivalent of about 14 blocks, or
around eight-tenths of a mile, before
slamming into a small yellow school
bus. The mayhem and the burst of
police gunfire set off panic in the neigh-
borhood and left the pavement strewn
with mangled bicycles and bodies that
were soon covered with sheets.

“I saw a lot of blood over there. A lot
of people on the ground,” said Chen Yi,

an Uber driver.

Eugene Dufty, a chef at a waterfront

restaurant,

said, “So many police

came, and they didn’t know what was
happening. People were screaming.
Females were screaming at the top of

their lungs.”

Police closed off streets across the
western edge of lower Manhattan along
the Hudson River, and officers rushed
into the neighborhood just as people

Authorities stand near a damaged Home Depot truck after a motorist
drove onto a bike path near the World Trade Center memorial, striking and
killing several people Tuesday in New York.

globe have been on high alert against
attacks by extremists in vehicles. The

Islamic State has been exhorting its

followers to mow down people, and
England, France and Germany have
seen deadly vehicle attacks in the past

year or so.

Arabic.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo

called it a “lone wolf” attack and said
there was no evidence to suggest it was

part of a wider plot.

The city’s police commissioner,
James O’Neill, said a statement the
driver made as he got out of the truck
and the method of attack led police to

conclude it was a terrorist act.

On Twitter, President Donald Trump
called it “another attack by a very sick
and deranged person” and declared,

“NOT IN THE U.S.A.!”
While police did not specifically

blame the Islamic State for the New
York bloodshed, Trump railed against
the extremist group, tweeting, “We
must not allow ISIS to return, or enter,

our country after defeating them in the

Middle East and elsewhere. Enough!”
Police said Saipov rented the truck at

The contents were being inves-
tigated, but the officials said the
document supported the belief the act
was terrorism. The officials were not
authorized to speak publicly about an
ongoing investigation and spoke to The
Associated Press on the condition of
anonymity.

Tom Gay, a school photographer,
heard people saying there was an
accident and went down to West Street,
where a woman came around the corner
shouting, “He has a gun! He has a gun!”

Gay said he stuck his head around
the corner and saw a slender man in a
blue track suit running on West Street
holding a gun. He said a heavyset man
was chasing him.

He said he heard five or six shots,
and the man in the tracksuit fell to the
ground, gun still raised in the air. He

of the truck was smashed in, as was the
side of the school bus.

Two law enforcement officials said
a note was recovered inside the truck.
One official said the note was hand-
written in a foreign language, possibly

Ex-Trump adviser’s
guilty plea poised
to rattle White House

WASHINGTON

(AP) — Pres

ident Donald

Trump dismissed George

Papadopoulos
as a “liar”

campaign volunteer,
unsealed

newly

on Tuesday
and a mere
but
court

papers outline the former
adviser’s frequent contacts

with senior
with

foreign

officials and
nationals

who promised access to
the highest levels of the
Russian government.

They

also

hint at

more headaches for the

White House

and former

campaign officials. Papa-
dopoulos, now cooperating

with

Special

Counsel

Robert Mueller as he inves-
tigates possible coordina-

tion between
Trump’s 2016

Russia and
White House

campaign, is poised to dish.

Records

made public

Monday in Papadopoulos’
case list a gaggle of people
who were in touch with him
during the campaign but

only with su

ch identifiers

as “Campaign Supervisor,”
“Senior Policy Advisor”

and

“High-Ranking

Campaign Official.” Two of
the unnamed campaign offi-
cials referenced are in fact
former campaign chairman
Paul Manafort and his
associate Rick Gates, both.
charged with financial

crimes

in an indictment

unsealed Monday.

The

described 1

conversations
n  charging

documents cut to the heart

of Mueller’s
reflecting

investigation,

Papadopoulos’

efforts to arrange meetings

including “Professor” and
“Female Russian National”
— make clear that Mueller’s
team has identified multiple
people who had knowledge
of back-and-forth outreach
efforts between Russians
and associates of the Trump
election effort.

It’s a reality that chal-
lenges the administration’s
portrait of Papadopoulos
as a back-bench operator
within the campaign, an
argument repeated Tuesday
by White House press
secretary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, who dismissed
him as a “volunteer” with a
minimal role.

In charging the
30-year-old Papadopoulos
with lying to the FBI,
Mueller’s team is warning
of a similar fate for anyone
whose statements deviate
from the facts.

“ think everyone to
whom Mueller and his team
wanted to send a message
heard loud and clear the
message,” said  Jacob
Frenkel, a Washington
defense lawyer.

The White House had
braced over the weekend for
an indictment of Manafort
and for allegations of
financial misconduct that it
could dismiss as unrelated
to the campaign or admin-
istration. Then came the
unsealing of Papadopoulos’
guilty plea and an accompa-
nying statement of facts that
detailed his desire to set up
a meeting between Trump
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, and his

were preparing for Halloween festiv- about 2 p.m. in New Jersey, entering the  said a man came over and kicked the begvelgn . Trump a1dei ;:oope.ratlonh'wnh pios::cu—
ities, including the big annual parade bike path about an hour later on West gun out of his hand. and xussian - government {ors since his arrest at an
Street a few blocks from the new World intermediaries and  airport last summer.

through Greenwich Village.

A police bomb squad scoured the
truck but found no explosives.

“This was an act of terror, and a
particularly cowardly act of terror
aimed at innocent civilians, aimed at
people going about their lives who had
no idea what was about to hit them,”
Mayor Bill de Blasio said.

New York and other cities around the

Trade Center, the site of the deadliest
terror attack in U.S. history. The truck
then turned at Chambers Street, hitting

the school bus and injuring two adults
and two children.

A paintball gun and a pellet gun were
found at the scene, police said. At least
two covered-over bodies could be seen
lying on the bike path, and the front end

Officials did not identify the victims
of the attack, but Argentina’s foreign
ministry said three of the dead hailed
from that country.

The city’s Halloween parade went
on as scheduled after the attack, but
security was increased, with extra offi-
cers, heavy-weapons teams and sand
trucks parked as protective barriers
along the route.

revealing how he learned

the Russians

had “dirt” on

Hillary Clinton in the form

of “thousands
Though

the

of emails.”
contacts

may not by themselves have

been illegal,
but telling
to unnamed

the oblique
references
people

The extent of the contacts
is substantial. During a
six-month period ending
Aug. 15, Papadopoulos
met, telephoned, Skyped
or emailed his three foreign
contacts or five different
Trump campaign officials a
total of 29 times.
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