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AP source: Clinton camp helped fund 
Trump dossier research

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign and the Democratic National Committee helped 
fund a political research firm that produced a dossier of 
allegations about President Donald Trump’s ties to Russia.

That’s according to a person familiar with the situation 
who spoke Tuesday evening to The Associated Press. 
The person spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss 
confidential client matters.

The person says the arrangement, first reported by The 
Washington Post, was coordinated by a lawyer for the 
campaign and the DNC and his law firm. That lawyer, Marc 
Elias, did not immediately return an email seeking comment 
Tuesday.

The person says the political research firm, Fusion GPS, 
had approached Elias and his law firm, Perkins Coie, about 
doing continued research into Trump’s international business 
connections.

As panel questions Trump associates, 
GOP launches new probes

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Republicans on Tuesday 
revived familiar themes from the 2016 election, launching 
new probes looking back at the Obama administration and 
Democrat Hillary Clinton’s emails as associates of President 
Donald Trump faced tough questions on Capitol Hill.

The announcements of the investigations by three GOP 
committees were criticized by Democrats as a “massive 
diversion” from congressional probes into potential 
coordination between the Kremlin and associates of the 
Trump campaign — and from two witnesses close to 
President Donald Trump that appeared privately before the 
House intelligence panel as part its Russia probe.

Trump’s personal lawyer, Michael Cohen, and his former 
campaign digital and data director, Brad Parscale, were 
both interviewed by the House panel behind closed doors 
Tuesday. Cohen’s interview started in the morning and 
lasted around six hours, while Parscale’s lasted most of the 
afternoon.

Two lawmakers familiar with Cohen’s interview said it 
had been “contentious,” especially with Cohen’s lawyer who 
tried to limit some questions. The lawmakers asked not to be 
identified because the meeting was private.

Alaska senators tell Trump they want 
mountain’s name to stay Denali

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — One Obama administration 
action may be safe under President Donald Trump — the 
long-sought renaming of North America’s tallest peak to 
Denali.

U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan said the Alaska mountain came up 
during an hourlong meeting he and fellow Republican Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski had with Trump and Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke in March.

Sullivan said during a weekend speech to the Alaska 
Federation of Natives that Trump asked if the senators 
thought the name change from Mount McKinley to Denali 
should be reversed, the Alaska Public Radio Network 
reported. Sullivan said both senators emphatically said no. 

The state spent decades trying to get the mountain 
recognized as Denali, an Athabascan word meaning “the 
high one” that Alaskans widely used. In 2015, then-Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell issued an order changing the name to 
Denali.

BRIEFLY

WASHINGTON (AP) — A pair 
of senators from President Donald 
Trump’s own Republican Party blis-
tered him with criticism Tuesday in 
a dramatic day of denunciation that 
laid bare a GOP at war with itself. Jeff 
Flake of Arizona declared he would 
not be “complicit” with Trump and 
announced his surprise retirement, 
while Bob Corker of Tennessee 
declared the president “debases our 
nation” with constant untruths and 
name-calling.

Corker, too, is retiring at the end of 
his term, and the White House shed no 
tears at the prospect of the two GOP 
senators’ departures. A former adviser 
to Steve Bannon, Trump’s ex-strategic 
adviser, called it all “a monumental 
victory for the Trump movement,” 
and Trump himself boasted to staff 
members that he’d played a role in 
forcing the senators out.

It was a stunning rebuke of a sitting 
president from prominent members 
of his own party — and added to a 
chorus of criticism of Trump that has 
been growing louder and more public. 
Flake challenged his fellow senators 
to follow his lead, but there were few 
immediate signs they would.

At midafternoon, as fellow 
lawmakers sat in attentive silence, 
Flake stood at his Senate desk and 
delivered an emotional speech in which 
he dissected what he considered his 
party’s accommodations with Trump 
and said he could no longer play a role 
in them.

“We were not made great as a 
country by indulging in or even exalting 
our worst impulses, turning against 
ourselves, glorifying in the things that 
divide us and calling fake things true 
and true things fake,” he said.

Hours earlier, Corker leveled his 
own searing criticism of Trump in a 
series of interviews.

“I think the debasement of our nation 
will be what he’ll be remembered most 
for and that’s regretful,” Corker said.

A furious Trump didn’t let that pass 
unremarked. On Twitter, he called 
Corker “incompetent,” said he “doesn’t 
have a clue” and claimed the two-term 
lawmaker “couldn’t get elected dog 
catcher in Tennessee.”

An overstatement to be sure, but 
White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said in regard 
to the impending retirements, “The 
people both in Tennessee and Arizona 

supported this president, and I don’t 
think that the numbers are in the favor 
of either of those two senators in their 
states and so I think this was probably 
the right decision.”

Away from the cameras, Trump 
took credit for helping force the two 
departures, according to a White House 
official and an outside adviser.

Until Tuesday, Flake had insisted he 
had no plans to retire. He was raising 
money at a good rate and casting his 
re-election campaign as a test case of 
conservatism against Trumpism. But 
he made clear Tuesday he’d concluded 
that, for now at least, Trumpism had 
prevailed.

“It is clear at this moment that a 
traditional conservative who believes in 
limited government and free markets, 

who is devoted to free trade, who is 
pro-immigration, has a narrower and 
narrower path to nomination in the 
Republican Party,” he said.

Corker’s retirement plans also 
underscore the question of what the 
Republican Party will look like in years 
to come. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky has warned 
that some candidates running with the 
backing of Trump allies could not win 
general elections. And even if they 
make it to the Senate, certain conser-
vatives could make McConnell’s job 
even harder as he tries to maneuver 
legislation through a narrow majority 
that now stands at 52-48.

Steven Law, head of a McCon-
nell-allied super PAC that supports 
GOP incumbents and establish-
ment-aligned candidates, wasted no 
time issuing a statement declaring that 
Republican former state Sen. Kelli 
Ward, who was running against Flake 
with the encouragement of former 
Trump adviser Steve Bannon, “will 
not be the Republican nominee for this 
Senate seat in 2018.”

Talking principle rather than poli-
tics, Flake said on the Senate floor, 
“We must be unafraid to stand up and 
speak out as if our country depends on 
it, because it does. I plan to spend the 
remaining 14 months of my Senate 
term doing just that.”

GOP senators blister Trump, 
reveal party at war with itself

AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta

Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., speaks during a television interview on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, Tuesday. 

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Chairman Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., talks to reporters about 
President Donald Trump Tuesday.
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