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sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Senator subject of second probe for ‘inappropriate touching’

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
and PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Legislative
counsel has opened a second
informal probe against a state

senator for “inappropriate,”
nonsexual  touching  of
women.

Sen. Jeff Kruse, R-Rose-
burg, last week was stripped
of his committee assignments
by Senate President Peter
Courtney.

A letter from Senate
President Peter Courtney to
Kruse released to the media
Tuesday confirmed other
accounts that Kruse’s alleged
unwanted touching of women
and smoking in his office had
become a chronic problem
at the Capitol. Courtney
ordered the door to Kruse’s
Capitol office removed.

Kruse was previously
reported for similar behavior
in early 2016 and was
directed to stop, according
to legislative counsel Dexter
Johnson.

Courtney described his
action as an “unprecedented
step.”

“I have never taken this
kind of action before but I
am left with no other options
at this time to protect our
employees, members of the
legislature and the public,”
Courtney wrote in the letter.

Legislative counsel is
now performing its second

Capital Bureau
Senate President Peter Courtney has stripped state Sen.
Jeff Kruse, R-Roseburg, of his committee assignments
and ordered the door of his office removed. Kruse is un-
der investigation for alleged * “inappropriate,” nonsexual
touching of women and smoking in his office.

letter sent to Sen. Kruse.”
Maxey referred to a letter

informal inquiry into
Kruse, who is accused of

“Inappropriate touching in a
non-sexual way,” legislative
counsel Dexter Johnson said
Monday.

In the letter to Kruse
Courtney said “two new
incidents were brought to my
attention,” and he reported
them to Employee Services
and Legislative Counsel.

When a reporter pressed
Courtney in a phone inter-
view Tuesday as to why
action was not taken until last
week, his spokesman, Robin
Maxey, intervened.

“We are going to fall
back on the statement issued
previously,” Maxey said. “I
know you have a copy of the
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Courtney sent to Kruse Oct.
20 informing him of his
removal from four commit-
tees and that the door to his
office was to be removed.

Asked again whether he
had any explanation of why
this was happening now,
Maxey said, “Again we are
going to have to fall back to
the letter.”

Courtney did report the
previous complaint to legis-
lative counsel and Employee
Services but did not sanction
the senator at that time,
Maxey explained later.

According to legislative
counsel, in March 2016,
Kruse was told to stop
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touching women at work.

At that time Sen. Sara
Gelser, D-Corvallis, had
made an informal report
about Kruse’s conduct.

Gelser confirmed to The
Oregonian Monday that
Kruse had touched her inap-
propriately but declined to
discuss with the newspaper
what specifically Kruse had
done.

“I hope that what comes
of this discussion is that it’s
not about a set of experiences
that I had, but about a culture
that needs to change,” Gelser
told Oregon Public Broad-
casting on Monday.

Courtney said Kruse was
already warned about his
behavior when it came to
treatment of women.

“Continuing to  touch
women at work is inappro-
priate workplace conduct
of which you have already
been warned,” Courtney
wrote. “Let me be very
clear. Women in the Capitol
do NOT want you to touch
them.”

Neither ~ Kruse  nor
Gelser could be reached
for comment Monday or
Tuesday.

Senate Majority Leader
Ginny Burdick, D-Portland,
declined an interview request
from the EO / Pamplin
Capital Bureau Monday, but
confirmed an account she
provided to The Oregonian
in which she recalled seeing
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Kruse wrap his arms around
Gelser on the floor of the
Senate.

Burdick told The Orego-
nian she told Kruse to stop.

Lore Christopher, the head
of Employee Services, did
not return a phone message
or email seeking comment
Monday.

Johnson said Monday
evening that his office was
conducting a new fact-
finding inquiry to determine
whether the more recent

alleged conduct toward
women occurred.
The news about the

alleged harassment and the
actions by Courtney did not
emerge until this past week,
as sexual assault allegations
against Hollywood producer
Harvey Weinstein prompted
women all over the world
to come forward with their
experiences of sexual assault
and harassment.

The issue came to light
after Gelser, who has served
in the legislature since 2005
and in the Senate since
2015, indicated on Twitter
Thursday that she had been
subject to harassment in the

Capitol in response to a tweet
from a Republican staffer.
On  Tuesday, Senate
Minority Leader Ted Ferr-
ioli, R-John Day said that
his office was aware of the
allegations against Kruse.
“Currently, there is an
ongoing investigation into
these allegations, which we
take seriously,” Ferrioli said
in a prepared statement just
before noon on Tuesday. “To
our knowledge, there has
been no formal complaint
filed. Upon the conclusion
of the investigation we will
work within our process
to resolve these issues in
cooperation with human
resources, legislative
counsel, caucus leadership,
and the Senate president.
To respect the privacy of all

parties, we will not comment
further on the allegations.”
The legislature’s policy
for lawmakers accused of
harassment is intended to
provide both informal and
formal “options to correct
harassing conduct before it
rises to the level of severe
or pervasive harassment or
discrimination.”

Corrections

The Oct. 24 article “City’s third marijuana grow applies
for permit” misstated an action taken by the Pendleton
Planning Commission. The commission denied Burnswell
Family Farm’s application. The East Oregonian works
hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If you
notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.
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