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The leaves 

on the trees 

overlooking the 

Umatilla River 

have begun 

transitioning 

into fall colors 

Monday near 

Rieth. 

Staff photo 

by E.J. Harris
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By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

T
he last time I saw Susie 

Arroyo sticks in my mind.

Susie sat in her 

wheelchair at St. Anthony 

Hospital on that late-August day 

after receiving an IV infusion of a 

new drug, which 

she had petitioned 

the U.S. Food 

and Drug 

Administration 

to approve. She 

believed the drug 

would eventually 

help her live a 

more normal 

life. Susie could 

barely lift her 

arms, but fl ashed 

a dazzling smile 

when I leaned down to give her a 

hug.
“Next time,” she said, “I hope 

to be able to hug you back.”

That hug would never come. 

On Friday, Susie died at age 28. 

The news hit me and other 

Susie fans hard. Despite the 

Pendleton woman’s severe health 

problems, we just fi gured she 

would continue to beat the odds. 

We had watched her cheat the 

Grim Reaper for so long. We 

had started thinking she had 

superpowers.

Susie got a diagnosis of a 

muscle-weakening disorder called 

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy 

after her kindergarten teacher 

noticed the little girl was easily 

winded. The disease strikes one 

out of every 3,500 boys, but few 

girls. Susie estimated she was one 

of 20-or-so females in the country 

with Duchenne. The disease 

seemed to stabilize in her teens, 

but in 2009, she got up from her 

living room couch after sitting for 

an extended time and fell to the 

fl oor, breaking her back. 

“I fell back and felt a coldness 

go from my spinal cord to my 

legs,” Arroyo recalled afterwards.

She said she wore a full-

body cast for months, and by 

the time her spine healed, an 

echocardiogram showed her heart 

was failing. Too weak to walk, she 

was forced to use a wheelchair. 

The BMCC student needed a 

heart transplant but didn’t even 

have enough money to pay for 

preliminary testing. The normally 

upbeat Susie fell into gloom. 

The community rallied with 

fundraisers and friends wore 

tie-dyed T-shirts that said “Team 

Susie.” 

BMCC English professor 

Shaindel Beers, who organized 

one of the fundraisers, said the 

Goodbye, 

Susie 

Arroyo

Kathy 

Aney
Comment

Woman with rare 

disease died after long 

battle for access to drug

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

A grueling fi re season that has 

stretched resources thin across the 

country isn’t over yet for Umatilla 

County fi refi ghters deployed to 

southern California.

A strike team including four 

f i r e f i g h t e r s 

and a brush 

truck from 

Pendleton Fire 

Department, 

three fi re-

fi ghters and 

a brush truck 

from Umatilla 

County Fire 

District plus personnel and equip-

ment from Union County headed 

Local fi refi ghters deployed to California

More inside

Houses spared 

by fi res bring 

joy and sense 

of loss
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By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

Winter may be closing in, but it 

was hard to tell with the crisp blue 

sky, sun and cheery atmosphere 

at Pendleton’s third annual Okto-

berfest on Saturday. Held at the 

Pendleton Round-Up Grounds, 

the event drew beer vendors from 

around the state, and some out-of-

town visitors as well.

Prodigal Son, one of the brew-

eries represented at the event, had 

created a beer for the event, called 

“A Beer Named Uter.”

“It’s a Kolsch, a German-style 

beer,” said Jean-Luke Alexander, 

the brewer at Prodigal Son. He 

used Gold Rush Pilsner and 

toasted malt, with barley grown in 

Enterprise.

“It’s a real easy drinking, light 

ale,” he said . “I used meridian 

hops, so it’s more citrus-y. When 

you put them in the whirlpool, 

you get more of a hop aroma than 

bitterness. It’s a Northwest take on 

a kolsch.”

Tim Guenther, owner of Prod-

igal Son and a board member of 

Oktoberfest Pendleton, said this 

event was unique in its variety of 

beers.

Oktoberfest explores fl avors outside German borders

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Two competitors in one of the periodic kids’ bier stein 

lifting contests battle it out at Saturday during Okto-

berfest. The last person holding their water-fi lled glass 

aloft won. 

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Joe Ford, of Pendleton, sips his beer and listens to music at the Oktober-

fest on Saturday at the Round-Up Grounds.
Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A member of “Will Play for Beer” sports orange beer 

socks while playing at the Oktoberfest on Saturday at 

the Pendleton Round-Up Grounds.

PENDLET
ON

AP photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez

Sonoma fi refi ghters set a backburn along a hillside Friday in Glen 

Ellen, Calif. Firefi ghters from Pendleton and Hermiston have joined 

the effort, traveling to Southern California to assist.

See OKTOBERFEST/10A

See FIRE/10A

See SUSIE/10A

By ANTONIO SIERRAEast Oregonian
The Pendleton Unmanned Aerial 

Systems Range Mission Control and Inno-
vation Center was a literal toy factory on 
Friday. 

Range employees will contend that the 
drones they test on a regular basis are tools 
and not toys, but there’s no practical appli-
cation for the dozens of small, gray robots 
the city was mass producing for a group of 
high school students coming in later that 
afternoon. Using 3-D printers, the range 
manufactured the robot toys, complete 
with cowboy hats, the range’s initials and 
an imprint on the left foot with the phrase 
“Maker Buck” and the range’s bucking 
Pegasus logo. 

Beyond making promotional material, 
the mission control and innovation center 

is the latest addition to the test range, 
another feature range offi cials believe will 
continue to add to Pendleton’s competitive 
edge among drone manufacturers. 

Steve Chrisman, Pendleton’s airport 
manager and economic development 
director, said the center could eventually 
help unmanned fl ights surpass manned 
fl ights in terms of operations. The command center

Located at the corner of Northwest 
56th Street and Airport Road, the former 

By GEORGE PLAVENEast Oregonian

The contrast is easy to see driving through Tom and Cindy Beechinor’s forest property up Govern-ment Mountain Road in northern Umatilla County.Fall colors decorated the soggy woods Wednesday, where the Beechinors showed their latest work to thin overly dense stands of trees. In one area, the forest fl oor is clean of clutter and open for larger trees to thrive. In other areas, the brush is almost too thick to walk and loaded with dead and down fuel.“If we don’t do some-thing in here, Mother Nature will,” Tom Beech-inor said, warning against the threat of wildfi res, disease and insect infesta-tions.
This year marked another intense fi re season across the West, including Oregon, where large blazes swept over an estimated 

678,000 acres statewide. Some were sparked by lighting, such as the 191,121-acre Chetco Bar fi re near Brookings, while others were carelessly ignited by humans, such as the 48,831-acre Eagle Creek fi re in the Columbia River Gorge.So-called “megafi res” are burning bigger and hotter than before, according to researchers, due to changes in both the climate and landscape. Paul Hessburg, research landscape ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service, recently visited Pendleton to talk about the need for forest rehabilitation to boost fi re resiliency, especially in the wild-

land-urban interface where development is adding a whole new set of chal-lenges for fi refi ghters.Tom and Cindy Beech-inor have heeded the call, 

spearheading projects on the family’s property where they run cattle and harvest some commercial logs for timber sales. By cutting smaller diameter 

trees — known as pre-com-mercial thinning — Tom Beechinor said it helps to ensure the overall health of the forest.
“If the forest is too 

crowded, you have all of these trees competing for a limited amount of moisture, and ultimately 

BEAVER BELIEVERS LIFESTYLES/1C BLUE MOUNTAIN FOLK MUSIC/3C
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Staff photo by E.J. Harris

(TOP) A recently cleared area of Tom and Cindy Beechinor’s forest property in the North Folk Walla Walla River 

watershed east of Milton-Freewater. (BOTTOM) Densely packed trees with ladder fuel growing all of the way 

to the forest fl oor in a wooded area nearby.

CLEARING A PRESENT DANGER

By JADE MCDOWELLEast Oregonian

The city of Echo has issued an apology for statements made by city councilor Lou Nakapalau on Facebook calling a gay man an anti-gay slur and telling him that when he dies of AIDS he will spit on his grave. 
“The Echo City Council would like to extend its sincerest apology to those who were offended by comments made by a council member in a Facebook dialog reported by the East Oregonian,” the statement reads. “Comments of indi-vidual council members on their personal social media accounts do not have any endorsement or approval of the council as a whole nor do they represent city policy.”The statement goes on to say that the city does not endorse any statement that disparages someone because of their identity and has never taken an action or adopted a policy that was “in any sense prejudicial or biased toward a class or group of people.”City councilor Robert Harris proposed issuing the apology during Thursday’s council meeting — the fi rst since Nakapalau made the comments on Oct. 7.  “I think that’s the absolute least we can do,” Harris said.His motion was met with several seconds of silence from the rest of the council, prompting an outcry from audience members as it looked like the motion might die from a lack of a second. Harris looked at councilor Jerry Gaunt, who told Harris he didn’t have to second it, but councilor Janie Enright said she had seconded the motion while people were talking. The council, including Nakapalau, then voted unanimously to approve the motion.Nakapalau did not offer any comment during the council meeting and has not returned requests for 

City issues 
apology for 
councilor’s 
anti-gay 
comments

ECHO
Landowners remove brush, fallen trees to help prevent forest fi res

See FOREST/13A

See APOLOGY/11A

More online
For video of reporter Antonio Sierra testing out 
virtual reality goggles visit eastoregonian.com

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Range Manager Darryl Abling explains the capabilities 

of the mission control room at the Pendleton UAS Range 

Mission Control and Innovation Center in Pendleton. 

PENDLETON

Drone range expands horizons with mission control

See RANGE/11A

“We’re praying to God we never end up with a fi re up here. But you never know.”
— Dale Freeman, president of the Langdon Lake Association

BULLDOGS DOMINATE SPORTS/1B

CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST TEEN 
IN GORGE FIRE
NORTHWEST/2A
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2017
Your Weekend

Echo Oktoberfest 
downtown Saturday

•
Fall Festival at 
Harris Jr. Academy

•
Echo Corn Maze and 
Pumpkin Patch

•
 For times and places see Coming Events, 3A

Weekend Weather

58/40 57/53 61/46

Watch a game

vs.

Redmond vs. Hermiston
Friday, 7 p.m., 

at Kennison Field

By JANIE HAR and MICHAEL R. BLOODAssociated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The wildfi res that have devastated Northern Cali-fornia this month caused at least $1 billion in damage to insured property, offi cials said Thursday, as authori-ties increased the count of homes and other buildings destroyed to nearly 7,000.Both numbers were expected to rise as crews continued assessing areas scorched by the blazes that killed 42 people, a total that makes it the deadliest series of fi res in state history.State Insurance Commis-sioner Dave Jones said the preliminary dollar valuation of losses came from claims fi led with the eight largest insurance companies in the affected areas and did not include uninsured property.

California 
fi res cause 
$1B in 
damage, 
burn 7,000 
buildings

Fri Sat Sun

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
East Oregonian

It is no longer a felony in Oregon to be in possession of small amounts of hard drugs — the fi rst time around.
As per House Bill 2355, fi rst-time offenders found with usable amounts of heroin, methamphetamines, cocaine and other hard drugs are charged with a misdemeanor instead of the felony charge that used to accompany possession.The law went into effect Aug. 15, passing 36 to 23 in the House and 20 

to 9 in the Senate.According to state lawmakers who voted for the bill, the purpose was to stop fi lling up prisons with people who could instead receive treatment for drug use.Several entities worked with legislators to craft the bill, including the Oregon Chiefs of Police Asso-ciation and the Oregon Sheriff’s Association.
Local law enforcement offi cials said the impact of the new law is not yet clear, but its divisive nature is.

Punishment softened for hard drugs

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Birdie on the golf courseA blue heron sits perched on the banks of a pond at the Wildhorse Golf Course on Thursday in Mission. 

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Band director Andy Cary never canceled a concert in his 14 years Pendleton High School — until a recent mystery infection brought him down.
A few weeks ago, he noticed a pain on the left side of his chest and immediately worried about a heart issue. After noticing a lump near his sternum, he fi gured the problem was muscular. He started icing down his chest and taking it easier. Maybe it was a torn pec muscle or a cracked rib, he reasoned.With no improvement, he fi nally saw a chiropractor and then a doctor, had blood tests, X-rays and physical therapy. Finally, he ended up at the St. Anthony Hospital emergency room Thursday night in unrelenting pain. He was admitted and Monday traveled by ambulance to Oregon Health & Science University Hospital in Portland.

“I was getting steadily and exponentially worse,” Cary said groggily Wednesday morning by phone from his OHSU bed. Slowly he responded to antibiotics and he hears he’ll be released soon with a treat-ment plan. The specifi c root of his troubles, however, is still to be determined. “It’s not for lack of trying,” Cary said. “I’ve had all sorts of blood tests. It’s been a process of elimina-tion. We’re waiting on lab results right now.”Cary’s signifi cant other, Emily Callender, has stayed close. Because Callender directs the high school choirs, she and Cary opted to cancel both band and choir concerts scheduled for next Wednesday and Thursday. “In my 19 years as a band director (fi ve at Umatilla High School), I’ve never canceled a concert. It was not something we came to lightly,” Cary said, “but the kids reacted with under-standing. They are more 

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

The Pendleton Public Library has more to offer than books. 
That’s the message conveyed by Library Director Mary Finney and the library’s 2017-2020 strategic plan, which was recently completed. “We have so much to offer,” she said Thursday. Among the plan’s goals is to increase adult programming, boost library card holders and increase participation in library surveys to assess what the public wants. According to the plan, the library will aim to schedule six author visits per year, collaborate with community partners to bring in 2-4 issue-based programs per year and work with the Pendleton School District and Blue Mountain Community College to assign extra credit for attending these events. Additionally, 

the library would like to bring in more health care, work skills and parenting education programs to the library. 
The goal is that these increased programming options will culminate in a 10 percent increase in the number of adult programs participants per year. With its plethora of informational resources and lack of bias, Finney said the library is the ideal 

venue for these types of events. 
“It’s a neutral place,” she said. “That’s one of our strengths.” 
The problem is that many of these happenings are poorly attended.To get a better idea of what the public wants, the plan calls for the library to create a new survey asking patrons questions about adult and teen programming and 

increase participation in the library’s annual survey by 10 percent. 
“I know what I want to go to, but that’s not neces-sarily what my neighbor wants,” Finney said. The library also wants to better utilize its social media accounts and website. 

Already maintaining a Facebook and Twitter 

Library cracks open multi-year plan 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Adan Gomez, 12, and Weylin Walton, 8, play video games on computers at the 

Pendleton Public Library on Thursday in Pendleton.

Photo contributed by the Hermiston Police Department

Black tar heroin (left) and methamphetamine (right) confi scated 

by the Blue Mountain Enforcement Narcotics Team.

PENDLETON

PENDLETON

See FIRE/12A

See DRUGS/12A

“It’s a neutral place. That’s one of our strengths.” — Mary Finney, Pendleton Public Library Director on the lack of bias

See LIBRARY/12A

See CARY/12A

Mystery 
infection 
puts band 
director 
in hospital
Teen musicians react with understanding after concerts canceled

Seeks to boost community 
engagement
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Local police chiefs, district attorney question bill that turned possession into a misdemeanor

“The stigma of a felony charge is gone.”— Justin Nelson, Morrow County district attorney

PENDLETON 

DEFEATS 

HERMISTON
SPORTS/1B
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BUGGING OUT

Bug up sleeve causes 

driver to lose control

PUBLIC SAFETY LOG/5A

By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon has joined nine 

other states in a federal lawsuit against the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

for failing to release public information 

detailing the detention and deportation of 

immigrants.

The lawsuit, fi led Tuesday in U.S. 

District Court for Massachusetts, claims 

that federal agencies have failed to respond 

to requests within a 30-day statutory dead-

line and are unlawfully withholding the 

records.
“We value transparency in Oregon — 

and we should demand the same from the 

federal government,” said Attorney General 

Ellen Rosenblum in a prepared statement. 

“Americans have the right to know how 

many immigrants have been arrested — 

and how many have been detained — and 

we should be able to review that critical 

information in an expedited manner.”

A coalition of 10 attorneys general on 

June 29 submitted a Freedom of Informa-

tion Act request to U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, U.S. Citizenship 

and Immigration Services, and U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection.

The request sought records related to 

recipients of Deferred Action for Child-

hood Arrivals, arrests and detentions of 

undocumented immigrants at certain 

“sensitive locations,” and ICE or CBP 

detainer requests and databases.

The DACA program, created by 

executive order of then-President Barack 

Obama, allows recipients, also known as 

“Dreamers” to legally work and attend 

school in the United States.

U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions 

Oregon sues to obtain stats on DACA arrests

Pamplin Media Group

Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum has joined 

nine other attorneys general in a federal lawsuit against 

the U.S. Department of Homeland Security for failing to 

release public information detailing the detention and de-

portation of immigrants.

By GEORGE PLAVEN

East Oregonian

County commissioners from across 

Eastern Oregon met Monday with the 

U.S. Forest Service and other federal 

agencies in Pendleton to discuss the 

latest timeline, progress and key issues 

facing the long-overdue Blue Moun-

tains Forest Plan Revision.

The gathering was another step in 

the grueling and contentious process of 

approving three new land management 

plans for the Umatilla, Wallowa-

Whitman and Malheur national forests, 

which were last updated in 1990.

Forest plans are supposed to be 

updated every 10-15 years to account 

for the latest science, and provide 

the Forest Service with a framework 

for managing public lands. The Blue 

Mountains Forest Plan includes 4.9 

million acres in Eastern Oregon and 

Washington.

Jim Peña, regional forester for 

Oregon and Washington, said the 

Forest Service is in the home stretch 

of completing the revision, and a fi nal 

environmental impact statement will be 

released sometime after February 2018. 

But county offi cials remain concerned 

about how the plans will address issues 

vital to the local economy, such as live-

stock grazing, public access, pace and 

scale of restoration, land allocations and 

timber sales.

Those concerns were laid out to the 

feds Monday at the Umatilla National 

Forest headquarters. More than 30 

people attended the meeting, including 

Peña, Republican congressman Greg 

Walden, 12 county commissioners, all 

three forest supervisors and represen-

tatives of the National Marine Fisheries 

Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service.
Much of the conversation focused on 

proposed grazing standards in the plan 

revision that commissioners warned 

could deal a major blow to the ranching 

industry. Specifi cally, counties railed 

against an increase in stubble height on 

public lands from 4 inches to 6 inches 

in functioning watersheds, and from 6 

inches to 8 inches in at-risk or impaired 

watersheds. 

Stubble height is a requirement that 

relates to water quality, though Wallowa 

County Commissioner Susan Roberts 

said some grazing allotments within the 

forests do not grow 8 inches of grass, 

even in a good year.

“That will almost certainly destroy 

a few of our smaller producers, and 

greatly diminish our larger ones if they 

cannot use our public lands for grazing 

as they have done in the past,” Roberts 

said.
The Forest Service would also need 

Local leaders 

bend federal 

ears on forest 

plan revision

Grazing, restoration 

remain key issues

PENDLETON

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

Faced with public health 

concerns, Pendleton parks are 

giving up smoking and going cold 

turkey for at least the next two 

years. 
The council amended an ordi-

nance banning tobacco at Rudy 

Rada Skatepark and expanded it 

to all 22 properties in the Pend-

leton parks system. 

The ordinance doesn’t just 

ban cigarettes, but any “tobacco 

products” or “lighted smoking 

instrument or activated inhalant 

delivery system.” That means 

cigars, pipes, chewing tobacco, 

snuff, e-cigarettes or vape pens 

are also forbidden. 

Unlike a previous administra-

tive rule that banned smoking near 

playgrounds, the ordinance carries 

penalties for those who violate it 

including citations and fi nes. 

Pendleton Parks and Recre-

ation Director Donnie Cook said 

the ordinance was meant to protect 

children from tobacco and reduce 

littering from cigarette butts. 

From a health standpoint, 

Mariah Hinds, the tobacco 

prevention coordinator for 

Umatilla County Public Health, 

said these kinds of policies could 

help prevent tobacco addiction in 

minors and provide a safe place 

for former smokers struggling to 

kick their habit. 

Umatilla County Public Health 

Director Jim Setzer said people 

thought that a ban on smoking in 

restaurants would never hold, but 

public attitude has changed on the 

issue. 

Tobacco banned in all parks

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

An excavator moves debris while clearing lots for construction in the Virginia’s Place housing development on Tuesday in Umatilla. 

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

Finding housing can be harder 

than fi nding a job in some parts 

of Eastern Oregon, but there are 

people working to solve that 

problem.
On Tuesday, BC Contracting 

and PROffutt Limited Partnership 

broke ground on a new 240-unit 

apartment complex in Boardman. 

City Manager Karen Pettigrew 

said Boardman and the companies 

located there have been working 

hard to fi nd ways to bring more 

“market-rate” housing to the 

community, allowing more 

workers to live in the town where 

they are employed. In 2015 it 

was estimated that 68 percent of 

workers at the Port of Morrow did 

not live in Boardman.

“I just wanted to say how 

excited we are to have this adven-

ture starting in Boardman,” she 

said during the groundbreaking 

ceremony.

Port of Morrow manager 

Gary Neal thanked PROffutt, the 

real estate division of the R.D. 

Offutt company that owns RDO 

Keeping up with the jobs

New housing projects could put 

dent in cities’ housing crunch

Staff photo by Jade McDowell

Representatives of R.D. Offutt Company, BC Contracting 

and Boardman break ground on a new 240 unit apartment 

complex in Boardman.         
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EO fi le photo

Byron Wysocki, left, and Jordan McDonald began their partnership in 2001, creating the wireless broadband company Wtech-
link. This photo was taken in 2011.

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Jordan McDonald’s legal 
battles with his former business 
partner over one of Eastern 
Oregon’s top internet service 
providers have ended. Court 
records show McDonald a few 
weeks ago cut ties with Byron 
Wysocki and Pendleton-based 
Wtechlink, the company they 
opened together in 2002.

“I’m out of it, I’m no longer 
working there,” McDonald said. 
“That’s no longer my problem.”

Wysocki now is the sole 
owner of Wtechlink.

“It was an ugly divorce, and 
both parties have moved on,” he 
said. “I wish Mr. McDonald well 
and have nothing buy admiration 
for him.”

Wysocki said Wtechlink 
has around 4,000 customers in 
Pendleton, Pilot Rock, Athena, 
Adams, Helix and on the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation, and 
he remains at the helm, while 
his mother, Carol Wysocki, now 

oversees the company’s fi nances.
She is a certifi ed public 

accountant in the Tri-Cities, 
Washington, and said Wtechlink 
remains healthy, but beyond that 
she did not want to comment.

She also declined to say 
if Byron Wysocki has treated 
Wtechlink as a personal 
checking account, one of the 
central reasons McDonald sued 
Wysocki in late 2013 and tried 

to oust him from controlling the 
company.

McDonald in that lawsuit 
alleged Wysocki mismanaged 
Wtechlink and siphoned off tens 
of thousands of company dollars 
for other endeavors and personal 
expenses. They settled the suit 
in October 2015, with Wysocki 
agreeing to buy out McDonald’s 
35 percent share of the company 

DISCONNECTED

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

The Pendleton Enhancement 
Program had ambitious designs for 
the 500 block of South Main Street, 
with the ultimate goal of building 
an event plaza on the old Webb’s 
Cold Storage at the property.

But negotiations with the 
property owner — Union Pacifi c 
Railroad — has forced the commu-
nity group to scale back its scope to 
focus on beautifying and enhancing 
a different space — a downtown 
parking lot. 

Chuck Wood, a project member, 
a retired city councilor, and the 

former chairman of the Pendleton 
Development Commission, 
went before the commission at a 
meeting Tuesday with a couple of 
requests. The enhancement project 
wanted the commission to release a 
$20,000 grant it had committed to 
the group in March and reaffi rm its 
support for the project. 

For the past year, the project 
has lined up support from promi-
nent local offi cials and nonprofi ts 
including Wood, Umatilla County 
Commissioner George Murdock, 
the Community Action Project of 
East Central Oregon and the Pend-
leton Downtown Association. 

The group divided its project 
into three phases: the installation 
of fencing around the railroad, 
moving old trusses from the Eighth 

Street Bridge to the 500 block of 
Main Street and creating a plaza 
just south of the railroad tracks. 

Wood said the fi rst phase — 
fencing on the north side of the train 
tracks from the Heritage Station 
Museum to behind the Trendsitions 
building across Main Street — is 
supposed to be completed by the 
end of the year. 

Main Street plaza project downsized

By MARCY GORDON
AP Business Writer

WASHINGTON — Millions of 
Americans would lose a prized tax 
break under President Donald Trump’s 
sweeping revamp of the tax code, but 
corporations would get to keep it.

The Republican proposal would 
eliminate the federal deduction for state 
and local taxes, a widely popular break 
used by some 44 million Americans, 
especially in high-tax, Democrat-
ic-leaning states like New York, New 
Jersey, California and Illinois. But 
corporations, which pay billions in 
local property levies and state income 
taxes, wouldn’t be affected.

Republicans are determined to over-
haul the nation’s tax system by year’s 
end, offering a plan that lowers the 
corporate tax rate from 36 percent to 20 
percent and reduces the number of tax 
brackets. Trump and the GOP cast the 
plan as a boon to the middle class.

Meeting at the White House on 
Wednesday with members of the 
tax-writing Senate Finance Committee, 
Trump said, “this is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity, in my opinion.”

Democratic members of the 
committee remained united in opposi-
tion to the current plan, said Sen. Ron 
Wyden of Oregon, the top Democrat. 
He said their message to the president 
was: “You fi x it (the tax system) with 
real tax relief that helps the middle 
class. You don’t give tax cuts to people 
like him (Trump).”

Toward the end of the meeting, 
Trump issued a thinly veiled threat to 
Democratic senators, according to Sen. 
Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio. Most of the 
Democratic members of the tax-writing 
Senate Finance Committee who were 
invited are up for re-election next year 
in states Trump won in 2016. Brown is 
among them.

Brown said Trump told them, “I 
couldn’t imagine being a Democrat 

Corporations 
to keep tax 
break lost by 
millions of 
Americans

PENDLETON

By JES BURNS
Oregon Public Broadcasting

BROOKINGS — Usually 
the parking lot at Brookings’ 
harbor is fi lled with boat 
trailers, rusty pickup trucks 
and tourists.

But this day in late August 
is not a usual day. There’s a 
wildfi re burning fi ve miles 
from town — and the vehicles 
coming through are much, 
much larger.

Jesse Dubuque, a resource 
advisor for the Chetco Bar 
Fire, directs the driver of a 
fi re truck to a large shallow 
pool, about 6-inches deep 
with metal tracks leading in 
and out.

“Vehicles that have been 
up on the fi re or going up to 

the fi re, they come and they 
drive up on to it,” she says.

It’s called a weed wash.
“There’s a pressurized 

water system that sprays all 
the contaminants (and) dirt,” 
Dubuque says.

This is the front line in 
preventing the spread of 
sudden oak death, a plant 
disease that is killing trees by 
the thousands along Oregon’s 
south coast.  Tanoaks are the 
primary species affected, 
although there are dozens of 
the plants and shrubs that can 
be carriers.

Sudden oak death has 
had ecological as well as 
economic consequences for 
the timber and plant nursery 

Massive Oregon wildfi re may help fi ght against tree disease

Photo by Jes Burns, OPB/EarthFix

Fire crews spray off a fi re engine used on the Chetco Bar fi re, in an attempt to pre-
vent the spread of the plant disease, Sudden Oak Death, to other states. See TREES/8A

See TAXES/8A

Initial plan of event center, food hub nixed by landowner Union Pacifi c

See PENDLETON/8A

Wtechlink co-founders split after lengthy legal battle

See WTECHLINK/8A

“I’m out of it, I’m no longer working there. 
That’s no longer my problem.”

— Jordan McDonald, co-founder of Wtechlink

More online
To view some of the court docu-
ments visit eastoregonian.com
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All private party 
classified ads 

Deadline October 31, 2017

BUY 1 WEEK,
GET 1 WEEK FOR $1

(Minimum value $29)

504 Homes for Sale

$299,000- 6.6ACRES/ RIVER-
SIDE.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1 lev-
el, 1336sf(m/l) home.  2 barns, 
large shop/garage, some equip-
ment to stay with sale of home, 
some sold separately.   Dori 541-
310-100 1cell.  #17246201

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$184,900- ATHENA.  4 bed-
room, 2.5 bath, 2136 sf(m/l). 
Custom built kitchen, large 
pantry. Premier walk in tub w/
jets.  Large family room w/office 
space/loft.  Deck, shop.  Marsha 
541 377-5152 cell.  #17295800

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

GIVE your budget a break! Check 
today’s classified ads for excellent 

buys on the items you need.

354 Auction Sales

Auction Government Surplus/
Bank Repos 

Sunday Oct. 29, 2017, 9:00 am 
312 N 20th Ave. Pasco, WA 

70 Cars, Trucks, & Vans, 11 
Passenger Vans, Fork Lifts, Mo-
tor Homes, Commercial Lawn 
Equipment, Restaurant Equip-
ment, Tools, Generators 13.5% 
Buyers Premium For Catalogs : 
WWW.VAILAUCTIONEERS.COM 
509-543-3566 WALIC #2175   

501 Open Houses

DOWNUNDER???????!!?? 
Sign up for your Tour to Aus-
tralia in April 2018. This will be 
your trip of a lifetime. The tour is 
made to fit the group! Referenc-
es available! Call Kerry 541-377-
6855 or email your questions to   
kjcbaird@gmail.com  

Turn Here Realty
541-377-6855

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$194,500- Views!  Classic 
mid-century, daylight base-
ment home.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, full basement.  
Large deck, fenced private 
backyard.  Great location!  Jef  
541 969-9539 cell.  #17092551

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

HAVING storage problems? Why 
not sell no-longer-used items with 

a fastworking classifed ad?

163 Holiday Bazaars

EAGLES BAZAAR
 November 11th 9-4pm Tables 

$15 (541)969-7783 

166 Good Things to 

Davis  Orchards
 Fruit Stand
9am-5pm

Closed Saturday
Apples: Gala, Golden & 

Red Delicious, Honeycrisp, 
Granny Smith, Fuji; Italian 

Prunes
53285 Appleton Road

Milton Freewater, Oregon
541-938-7093 

Reach the buyer 

you are looking 

for with a low cost, 

effective 

classified ad.
301 RVs & Travel 

2003 - 31 ft Theo 5th wheel. 2 
slide outs. Very Roomy & lots 
storage. Selling for health rea-
sons. Paid $49k will sell $15k 

541-567-1568.     

354 Auction Sales

Auction Notice
10/22/2017 at 9:59am 33155 
East Harding Ave Standfield, 
OR 97875 Absolute auction. 
Picture and listing on Facebook 
Columbia River Auction LLC 

Auctioneer: Paul Kramer 
541-571-5771   

110 Announcements

You can 

find your 
dream home

Check out our 
Real Estate Listings

in the Classifieds

GARAGE SALE?
Advertise it here

in the classifieds!


