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heavy today. A little rain tonight. Occasional

rain tomorrow. mountains.

today; periods of rain, but dry in the interior
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sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
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Report leaves amblgulty about S|

CORVALLIS (AP)
Oregon  State  University
is considering whether to
change the names of four
campus buildings that some
students believe are named
for racists.

One is Gill Coliseum,
home of the Oregon State
basketball teams.

The university released
a historical review Monday
that provides ammunition
for supporters and critics
of the building’s namesake
— former men’s basketball
coach Amory “Slats” Gill, the
Gazette-Times reported.

Gill had only one black
player during his tenure from
1928 to 1964, a walk-on for
part of a season. But the report
says there’s evidence he tried
to recruit black players. The
report, written by Oregon State

Andy Cripe/The Corvallls Gazette-Times via AP
In this Feb. 2016 photo, the Oregon State men'’s bas-
ketball team plays against Washington State at Gill
Coliseum in Corvallis. Gill Coliseum is a multi-purpose
arena that opened in 1949 and is named after famed
basketball coach AmoryT. “Slats” Gill.

the evidence is incomplete
and ambiguous, but generally
points to a conclusion that Gill
did not deliberately keep the

Gill made derogatory state-
ments about African Ameri-
cans or opposed having black
players on the OSU basketball

to recruit several black players
but was unsuccessful.”

A public discussion is
scheduled for Thursday night
at the university. Gill Coli-
seum was unofficially named
for Gill when it was built in
1949, and officially so after
his death in 1966.

The report states contro-
versy arose around Gill in
1963, when an Oregon state
senator introduced a bill to
prevent Oregon universities
from playing against the
University of Mlss1ss1pp1
where segregationists
protested the enrollment of
James Meredith, the school’s
first black student.

The legislator tabled the
bill after realizing Oregon
State never had a black
basketball  player.  Gill’s
response in the campus

charges would help us get a
Negro on our basketball team
that would measure up to our
current players.”

The report notes that
recruiting was more regional
at the time, and Oregon had
a small black population.

Two black players Gill
tried to recruit in the early
1960s were Norm Monroe, a
track athlete at Oregon State,
and Charlie White, a Califor-
nian.

Monroe only practiced for
part of a season before leaving
the squad. White became the
team’s first black scholarship
player the year after Gill
retired as basketball coach.

“We have evidence that
Corvallis was a difficult
place for African Americans
in the 1960s, which would
help explain some of Gill’s

ats Gill’s legacy on race

“Both Charlie White and
Norm Monroe described
feeling isolated and facing
consistent racism and hostility
at OSU and in Corvallis.”

The report, however, also
quotes White talking about
feeling uncomfortable during
a recruiting visit from Gill.
He said Gill didn’t make eye
contact and was more inter-
ested in talking to his white
roommate.

“Charlie  White’s recol-
lections about Gill were not
positive, but it is unclear if that
uneasiness related specifically
to race,” the report said.

No interviewees remem-
bered Gill ever discussing
civil rights or racial politics.
When Gill’s team lost to
University of San Francisco in
the 1955 NCAA tournament,
Gill singled out Bill Russell,

professors Marisa Chappell
and Dwaine Plaza, concludes

team segregated.
“We have no evidence that

team,”

the report states. “We
do have evidence that he tried

newspaper: “I wish that these
people who are making such

difficulty
players,”

attracting  black
the report states.

who is black, as the key
difference between the teams.

Lane County workers
go on strike

EUGENE (AP) — Workers
represented by Lane County
government’s largest labor union
went on strike Wednesday, seeking
higher wages while trying to fend
off an attempt to make them pay
for health insurance.

The Register-Guard reports
striking workers established picket
lines outside different county
buildings in Eugene.

The workers are represented by
the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees.
It’s the union’s first strike in Lane
County since 1979.

The two sides have been
negotiating since March on a
new three-year contract but are
more than $20 million apart on
employee compensation costs.

The county has offered pay
raises of about 3 percent on
average in the contract’s first
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year. The county also wants
employees to start paying $20 to
$70 per month toward their health
insurance coverage premiums;
they currently pay nothing.

The union wants far higher
raises and rejects the county
proposal to contribute to health
insurance plans.

County spokeswoman Devon
Ashbridge said officials will try
to minimize how the strike affects
service to the public.

“Being the first day of the
strike, this is new territory for a
lot of people,” she said. “It’s an
all-hands-on-deck situation.”

AFSCME and its nurses
unit employees represent 692
employees, nearly half of the

county’s roughly 1,400 employees.

With an undetermined number
of workers on strike, county
managers had the option of
implementing plans to suspend
numerous health programs, close
community health centers and

888-442-8838
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cut operating hours at different
county offices.

Lane County District Attorney
Patty Perlow said all divisions of
her office remain open, although a
slow-down of some work related
to criminal cases is expected.
Clerical staff and victim advocates
are represented by the union.

Yakima to vote on
recreational pot ban

YAKIMA, Wash. (AP) —
Voters in the unincorporated areas
of Yakima County will vote in
November on whether they think
the county’s ban on recreational
marijuana businesses should be
lifted.

The Herald-Republic reports
that county commissioners say
the ban was put into place when
Yakima County voters rejected the
initiative that legalized recreational
marijuana in 2012 by 57.8 percent.

The November vote will

be an advisory vote, meaning
commissioners still have final say
on the ban despite the outcome of
the election.

There are currently more
than 20 marijuana businesses
in unincorporated areas of the
county, despite the ban. Many
of them initially were operations
only providing medical marijuana
before the state began regulating
both medical and recreational pot
under one market.

Paper mill closing after
128 years in business

WEST LINN (AP) — The
West Linn Paper Company is
shutting down after more than 100

years in business.

Chief Operating Officer Brian
Konen said in a statement that
several unforeseeable events led to
a significant reduction in available
pulp, making continued operations
impossible.

West Linn Paper will also shut
down a warehouse, logistics and
transportation site in Vancouver,
Washington.

The Oregonian/OregonLive
reports that the mill south of
Portland opened in 1889 and once
employed 1,600 people, making
newsprint, wrapping paper and
paper bags. Originally Willamette
Falls Pulp and Paper Co., it took its
current name from an investment
group that acquired it in 1997.

541-966-0818.

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely
regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call
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OUT OF THE VAULT:
H|stor|cal Vignettes from the East Oregonian
By Renee Struthers

" A second look at the first draft of Umatilla County’s history, from stories of crime
and punishment to natural disasters to the odd and absurd.
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