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President Donald Trump shows an executive order
on health care that he signed in the Roosevelt Room
of the White House, Thursday in Washington.

Trump’s health care end
run reflects frustrations

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Frustrated over setbacks
in Congress, President
Donald Trump wielded
his rule-making power
Thursday to launch an end
run that might get him closer
to his goal of repealing and
replacing “Obamacare.”

Whether Trump’s exec-
utive order will be the play
that breaks through isn’t

cans called it “bold action”
to help consumers. Doctors,
insurers and regulators said
they are waiting for details.

One of the main ideas
from the administration
involves easing the way
for groups of employers
to sponsor coverage that
can be marketed across the
land. That reflects Trump’s
longstanding  belief that

Grim search for victims as wildfires grow

SONOMA, Calif. (AP) — Teams
with cadaver dogs began a grim search
Thursday for more dead in parts of
California wine country devastated
by wildfires, resorting in some cases
to serial numbers stamped on medical
implants to identify remains that turned
up in the charred ruins.

Many of the flames still burned out
of control, and the fires grew to more
than 300 square miles, an area as large
as New York City.

Sonoma and Napa counties endured
a fourth day of choking smoke while
many residents fled to shelters or
camped out on beaches to await word
on their homes and loved ones.

A forecast for gusty winds and dry
air threatened to fan the fires, which
claimed their 29th victim and were
fast becoming the deadliest and most
destructive in California history.

Some of the state’s most historic
tourist sites, including Sonoma city and
Calistoga in Napa Valley, were ghost
towns populated only by fire crews
trying to stop the advancing infernos.

Calistoga, known for wine tastings
and hot springs, had dozens of fire-
fighters staged at street corners. Ash
rained down from the sky and a thick
haze covered the ground. Mayor Chris
Canning warned that the fires were

clear. competition across state drawing closer and all of the city’s 5,000
Experts say consumers lines will lead to lower residents needed to heed an evacuation

aren’t likely to see major premiums. order.

changes any time soon, Those “association “This is a mandatory evacua-

although the White House health plans” could be tion. Your presence in Calistoga is

is promising lower costs
and more options.
Some experts warned

shielded from some state
and federal insurance
requirements. Responding

not welcome if you are not a first
responder,” Canning said during a news
briefing, explaining that firefighters

that hard-won protections to concerns, the White needed to focus on the blazes and had
for older adults and people House said participating no time to save people.
in poor health could be employers could not A few residents left behind cookies

undermined by the skinny
lower-premium plans that

exclude any workers from
the plan or charge more

for fire crews with signs reading,
“Please save our home!”

Trump ordered federal to those in poor health. Sonoma County Sheriff Robert
agencies to facilitate. Self-employed people Giordano said officials were still inves-
Others say the presi- might be able to join. tigating hundreds of reports of missing

dent’s plans will have a
modest impact, and might
even help some consumers
who don’t now benefit from
financial assistance under
the Obama-era law.

People on different sides
of the polarized health care
debate did agree that it will
take months for the govern-
ment bureaucracy to turn
Trump’s broad-brush goals
into actual policies that
affect millions of people
who buy their own health
insurance policies.

Democrats  denounced
Trump’s order as more
“sabotage” while Republi-

Other elements of the
White House plan include:

—Easing current
restrictions on short-term
policies that last less than a
year — an option for people
making a life transition,
from recent college gradu-
ates to early retirees. Those
policies are not subject to
current federal and state
rules that require standard
benefits and other consumer
protections.

—Allowing employers
to set aside pre-tax dollars
so workers can use the
money to buy an individual
health policy.
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people and that recovery teams would
begin conducting “targeted searches”
for specific residents at their last known
addresses.

“We have found bodies almost
completely intact, and we have found
bodies that were nothing more than ash
and bones,” the sheriff said.

Some remains have been identified
using medical devices uncovered in the
scorched heaps that were once homes.
Metal implants, such as artificial hips,
have ID numbers that helped put names
to victims, he said.

Firefighters had reported modest
gains, but containment of the flames
seemed nowhere in sight.

“We are not out of this emergency.
We are not even close to being out of
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A firefighter walks along the Highway 29 as thick smoke from a wildfire
fills the air Thursday near Calistoga, Calif. Officials say progress is being
made in some of the largest wildfires burning in Northern California but
that the death toll is almost sure to surge.

AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli

Flames leap skyward Thursday in
Sonoma, Calif.

this emergency,” Emergency Opera-
tions Director Mark Ghilarducci told a
news conference.

More than 8,000 firefighters were
battling the blazes, and more manpower
and equipment was pouring in from
around the country and from as far
away as Australia, officials said.

Since igniting Sunday in spots
across eight counties, the fires have
transformed many neighborhoods into
wastelands. At least 3,500 homes and
businesses have been destroyed and an
estimated 25,000 people forced to flee.

The wildfires continued to grow
in size. A total count of 22 fires on
Wednesday fell to 21 on Thursday
because two large fires merged, said
state Fire Chief Ken Pimlott.

Fire officials were investigating
whether downed power lines or other
utility failures could have sparked the
fires. It’s unclear if downed lines and
live wires resulted from the fires or
started them, said Janet Upton, a spokes-
woman for the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Hundreds of evacuees fled to
beaches far to the north of the fires,
some sleeping on the sand on the first
night of the blazes.

Since then, authorities have brought
tents and sleeping bags and opened
public buildings and restaurants to
house people seeking refuge in the
safety and clean air of the coastal
community of Bodega Bay.

Local charities and residents went to
Costco to buy supplies for the fleeing
families. California Highway Patrol
Officer Quintin Shawk took relatives
and other evacuees into his home and
office, as did many others.

“It’s like a refugee camp,” at his
office, Shawk said.

Community members fed breakfast
to some 200 people on the beach alone,
and Patricia Ginochio, who owns a
restaurant, opened the eatery for 300
more to sleep, she said. The evacuees’
arrival was heralded by a long line of
headlights heading to beaches.

“The kids were scared,” Ginochio
said, adding that temperatures by the
beach drop dramatically at night. “They
were shivering and freezing.”

Some lucky evacuees returned to
find what they least expected.

Anna Brooner was prepared to find
rubble and ashes after fleeing.

Then she got a call from a friend:
“You’re not going to believe this.” Her
home was one of only a handful still
standing.

“I swore when I left I was never
coming back to this place,” Brooner
said. “I feel so bad for all the other
people.”
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