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SCHOOL: Pendleton graduation rate is up
2016-2011 Report Gards
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Assessments

It’s the tale of two
districts when it comes
to the English language
arts portion of the Smarter
Balanced Assessment for
high school juniors.

During the 2016-2017
school year, 61.8 percent
Pendleton’s 11th graders
scored a 3 or 4 in English,
a steep drop from the 77.1
percent the year before and
far below the state average
and the average for similar
districts.

Matt Yoshioka, Pendle-
ton’s director of curriculum,
instruction and assessment,
said the district needs to take
a closer look at the data to
get a better idea of how to
improve scores.

“We need to dig deeper,”
he said.

By the time students
reach their junior year,
Yoshioka said many have
already completed enough
work samples that they no
longer need to pass Smarter
Balanced as a requirement
for graduation. As a result,
they don’t take the test seri-
ously or perform well.

It was a different story
for Hermiston.

Despite  having 38
percent English language
learners at the high school
level, 77.4 percent of
Hermiston juniors got top
scores in language arts,
outpacing the 71.1 percent
state average and the score
for similar districts.

Hermiston Assistant
Superintendent Bryn
Browning said she was

proud that almost every
grade level performed better
than the state and simi-
lar-school average.

She said the improved
English score can attributed
to the hard work of the high
school staff, including both
language arts teachers and
other teachers who have
language components in
their curriculum.

But  Browning also
noticed that middle school
scores took a step back.

“We weren’t working
with the best educational
resources,” she said.

English language arts*
3-5: 46.1% (-3)

6-8: 47.1% (-8.7)

11: 61.8% (-15.3)

Math*

3-5: 44.9% (-0.6)
6-8: 39.5% (+2.9)
11: 27.8% (+2.7)

High school regular attenders: 76.2% (-3.3)
2015-16 graduation rate: 83.9% (+9.4)
2016-17 freshman on-track to graduate: 74.9% (-4.8)

HERMISTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

English language arts*
3-5: 50.4% (-3.1)

6-8: 50% (-5.3)

11: 77.4% (+11.3)

Math*

3-5: 51.5% (+3.7)
6-8: 39% (-3)

11: 31.3% (+12)

High school regular attenders: 71.1 % (+3.8)
2015-16 graduation rate: 65.7% (+1.6)
2016-17 freshman on-track to graduate: 83.8% (-0.9)

*Percentage of students who score at Level 3 &4

Hermiston adopted a
new math curriculum at the
beginning of the school year,
about two years after the
state’s adoption schedule. As
teachers and students start
to familiarize themselves
with the new curriculum,
Browning anticipates scores
rising.

Graduation rate

Pendleton and Hermis-
ton’s graduation data are an
inverse of one another.

Pendleton’s  2015-2016
graduation rate was 83.9
percent, a more than 9-point
improvement from the year
before when it was around
the state average. But its
2016-2017 freshman class is
on-track to graduate at only
a 74.9 percent rate.

Regardless of test scores,
Yoshioka said spurring
students toward graduation
is always the most important
goal of every teacher from
kindergarten through 12th
grade. Additionally, Pend-
leton has a track record of
turning a relatively low
on-track rate into a higher
graduation rate.

In Hermiston, district
seniors’ 65.7 graduation rate,
significantly lower than both
the state and similar school
average, was contrasted with
a 83.8 percent on-track rate.

Browning  said  the
district does take some
optimism from the high
on-track rate. She added that
the high school’s efforts to
broaden its course offerings
and hire a graduation coach
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will eventually be reflected
in the data.
Attendance

The number of Pendleton
and Hermiston high school
students who are defined
as “regular attenders”
students who attend school
at a 90 percent clip or more
— are well below the rest
of their peers at other grade
levels.

Browning said Herm-
iston’s 71.1 percent rate
is actually higher than the
67.3 percent state rate and
the high school is working
diligently to continue the
upswing.

Yoshioka said regular
attenders rates, like Pend-
leton’s 76.2 percent, are
generally sub-par in high
schools across Oregon.

He said attendance
tends to drop more as high
schoolers get closer to
finishing school.

Sometimes its a case of
“senioritis.” Other times, it’s
students who realize their
credit deficient as they’re
entering their last year of
high school, their discour-
agement fueling their lack
of attendance.

Weather could also play
a role in poor attendance:
Yoshioka said last year’s
preponderance of snow days
suppressed attendance, not
only on the day itself, but on
the days before and after.

Contact Antonio Sierra
at asierra(@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Customers order at Delish Bistro on Thursday in Hermiston.

FOOD: Selection has diversified over the last few years
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Most customers at the
current location order on a
takeout basis or eat in the
tent-covered seating outside,
but co-owner LaNae Hull said
the move will allow for an
expanded menu of entrées and
a full liquor license in addition
to more indoor seating.

Hull said one reason
Delish Bistro has done well
is likely that it offers some
dishes that other restaurants
in town don’t, particularly its
Hawaiian-style plate lunches.

“Our number one seller is
teriyaki chicken,” she said.

The bistro’s other most
popular items are its burgers,
and it also offers gelato and
the rotating seasonal menu
of options like the pear &
bleu cheese sandwich and
butternut squash soup. Hull
said she often gets requests
for types of fare people have
trouble finding in Hermiston,
like Italian.

“Someone was asking
about fettuccine alfredo the
other day,” Hull said. “The
menu is pretty full for the fall
but we are doing lasagna this
winter.”

Greater Hermiston Area
Chamber of Commerce
director Debbie Pedro said
people seem hungry for new
dining experiences.

“Everyone is excited for
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something new, that’s what
I’ve noticed about Herm-
iston,” she said.

She said restaurants that
come in with a unique type
of cuisine, like the Kobe
Hibachi Sushi restaurant that
opened last year or the Veg
Out salad restaurant, seem to
do particularly well. Pedro
said over the last few years
that Hermiston’s restaurant
selection has diversified.

There are still niches to fill,
however. Pedro said she hears
a lot that Hermiston needs a
sit-down Italian restaurant or
a seafood restaurant.

She said there are other
factors at play that help
determine if a restaurant
will last in Hermiston. Some
establishments have adapted
to the market by adding live
entertainment on weekends,
delivery services or other
offerings to make them stand
out from the competition.

“I think the biggest thing
that makes a restaurant
successful is great customer
service, and great quality
food,” she said.

Despite frequent
complaints from locals on
Facebook that Hermiston
needs more restaurants or
more variety, several of Herm-
iston’s eating establishments
have gotten high marks on the
business-reviewing site Yelp,
often from non-Hermiston

residents who said they were
pleasantly surprised to find
such good food in Hermiston.

“I am amazed that this
high quality sushi was found
in Hermiston! What a great
hole-in-the-wall ~ restaurant
to have in Eastern Oregon,”
Marissa B. of Las Vegas
wrote of Kobe Hibachi Sushi
in April.

“We drove off the beaten
path because I spotted the
Yelp reviews for Walkers
while heading east from
Portland and I can assure you,
when we are driving east, we
will never stop anywhere else
again,” Heatherly O. of Lake
Oswego wrote about Walk-
er’s Farm Kitchen in January.

Top-rated Hermiston
restaurants on the site,
with 4.5 stars after more
than 30 reviews, include
Walker’s Farm  Kitchen
with 110 reviews, Lawan’s
Thai Garden with 65, Kobe
Hibachi Sushi with 36 and

Delish Bistro with 31.
Hermiston has 58

restaurants with ratings on

Yelp, approximately one

restaurant per 298 people
living within city limits,
compared to 61 restaurants
listed in Pendleton, at one
restaurant per 276 residents.
Four of Pendleton’s restau-
rants are listed as Mexican
restaurants, compared to 16
of Hermiston’s.
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305.86 ACRES WITH 3 HOMES, shop, calving barn,
machine shed, grainery, 7 silos that are all very
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RESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL

well maintained!!150 acres in spring barley, 156
approximate acres of wheat ground (summer fal-
low this year) and waterrights. Come take alook
at this established compound. $1,390,000. Call
Milne for more info 541-377-7787 rmis 17653650
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RESIDENTI

541-379-4382

KIMEE
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Broker
(541) 377-1700

khaguewood9@msn.com
Se Habla Espanol

‘We’re here to help. Whether you’re buying or selling a home, you can count on us
for the experience and expertise to make it happen, even in a tough market like this.

BRING THE HORSES, FFA ANIMALS TO THIS 2.3 ACRE MINI
RANCHETTE ON QUIET DEAD END STREET IN HEPPNER. Fenced with
aturn of the century small barn. Walnut/fruit trees, rv setup. New
plumbing water lines, propane heat and electrical updates.
Seperate mother-in-law guest house w/half bath, 20X20 hobby/
wood shop, out buildings. Call Kimee for more info 541-377-1700,
$195,000 rmls 17232538

RESIDENTIAL

SUNRIDGE ESTATES CUSTOM BUILT 3 bed, 2 bath
home on two view lots. Living and family rms,
dining and breakfast nook. Fireplace, two offices,
lots of storage. Finished shop is 30x40, fwo stories
with 2 baths rec rm, guest quarters. Too many
amenities to list!l Price is $349,000. Broker owned.
Call Milne @ 541-377-7787. RMLS# 16267208

HUNTERS, TAKE A LOOK AT THIS!! Nestled in this 118
wooded acres sits a gorgeous log home. This prop-
erty includes shop, barn, wood shed, and is fully
fenced. Would be a great hunting or summer re-
treat but also could live here full time. $525,000. Call
Milne for more info 541-377-7787. RMLS# 17323541

RESIDENTIAL

WANT A VIEW? Take a look at this beautiful
upgraded manufactured home that overlooks
the city and has a mountain view! 3 bedroom,
2 bath with huge great room,this property
is like new!ll Give Milne a call 541-377-7787
$229,000. RMLS 17632531

RESIDENTIAL

ACREAGE FOR HORSE/ANIMALS WITH IRRIGATION RIGHTS!
Triple wide family home with hardwood floors,travertine
tile, Kraftmaid cabinets, granite countertops and new
paintll Fenced, UGS, 3 stall barn, 2 arenas, round
pen,and alot morel Call Kimee, 541-377-1700 All for

RESIDENTIAL

WAIT NO MORE FOR GREAT HOME IN HEPPNER WITH A VIEW.
2011 custom home features beautiful hardwood floors, vaulted
celings, open concept living. Gourmet kitchen has cutom
cabinets, granite counters, stainless appliances, and large
pantry. Master suite, walk in closet, master bath. Landscaped,
fenced, UGS, deck, extra parking, garage, storage. Call Kimee
for more info 541-377-1700 $213,000. rmls 17515876

JUST THE RIGHTS SIZE HOME AND YARD!!! This well
maintained 3bdrm/1bth family home has beautiful
hardwood floors, IcrgTe open concept kitchen/
dining room with custom oak cabinets, sfc\nless
steel oppllcmces recessed lighting. RV Prkin
newer roof and vinyl windows. AII for $150,001
Call Kimee 54 -377-1700. RMLS# 17378676

RESIDENTIAL

A GREAT FAMILY HOME WITH LOTS TO OFFER!! 3
bedroom, 1.5 bath, 1192 sq. feet home with metal
roof, updated vinyl windows, covered patio, fenced
back yard, one car garage and carport. Come take
alook!! Price is $145 000. Call Ned for more info 509-
386-7541. RMLS 17119382

RESIDENTIAL
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$369,000 rmls 17206672
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MOTIVATED SELLER!"! HARD TO FIND
BUILDABLE 19.54 ACRES off paved
road with Great view of the Blue
Mountains. Price is now $168,000.
Call Milne for more info 541-377-7787.
RMLS# 17488545

LOTS

GREAT DOUBLE LOT IN RIVERSIDE. Already
has barn and shop. Water, sewer and
electricity are available. A lot for $68,000.

Call Milne 541-377-7787. RMLS# 17604413

LOTS

SUNRIDGE ESTATESII ONLY 7 RESIDENTIAL

SIZE LOTS REMAIN STARTING AT $20,000. All
utilities to lots. Great views. Give Shelly
Zeckman a call 541-379-4382.

ACREAGE

83.16 ACRES WITH SPRINGS AT THE TOP OF THE HILL"
Possible building site, buyers to check with CTUIR
Planning and Building Dept. Nice views. One
owner is licensed real estate broker in Oregon.
CHECK THIS VIEW OUT!! $90,000. Call Ned for more
info 509-386-7514. RMLS# 17055176

ACREAGE

WANT TO PLAN YOUR OWN HORSE ACREAGE7 HERE YOU GO!
Here is one of those hard to find buildable acreages! 9.62
acres, with gorgeous views, a creek runs thru it! Presently in
hay crop! Call Milne for all the details. Price is now $133,500
RMLS# 11657442

ACREAGE

LOOKING FOR THE BEST VIEW IN PENDLETON? THIS
VIEW IS THE BEST!!! Ten beautiful buildable acres
overlooking the dam. Buyer to drill own well.
OUTSTANDING VIEW!! Call Milne for more info 541-
377-7787. Price is now $159,000. RMLS# 13307397

GREAT PRICE FOR THIS HORSE ACREAGE
OVERLOOKING DAM!! 9.65 acres with view
of McKay Dam. Presently being used as
horse pasture. Call Milne for more info 541-
377-7787. Price is $135,000. RMLS# 12541119

AC REAGE

THIS IS A GREAT BUY!! 121.5 acres with 20 acres
irigated pasture, marketable timber and
rangeland. Nicely maintained manufactured
home, barn, shop, and utility building. Secluded
property, ideal for horses, cattle and other
livestock. Price is now $315,000. Call Ned for

more info 509-386-7541. RMLS# 16573184

BRING THE FAMILY AND PETS! Spoclous bright 4 bedroom 2 bath
home. Gourmet kitchen complet with gas range, granite and
custom cabinets. This is a great home to entertain including
media and rec-room downstairs. Landscaped, fenced, with
breathaking sunsets from multiple decsk. Call Kimee for more
info 541-377-1700 rmls 17502890 $294,000

BUISINESS

GREAT LOCATION! This is a prime location to start
your business or move your present onel! Nice full
window front for displays and several rooms for
privacy or to break up the area. Call Ned 509-386-
7541 for the details. Price is $129,000. rmis 17158239

ACERAGE

RESIDENTIAL

HARD TO FIND ACREAGE! Unique 6 acre irigated horse
property close to Pendleton/ Arena, 3 stall barn with storage,
tack room, horse shelters, round pend and fenced. Well
maintained Fleetwood with 4 bedroom, 2 baths has open
concept living with vaulted cellmgs and lots of natural
light. Rustic cedar siding and garage. Call Kimee for more
information 541-377-1700 $315,000. Rrnls 17698337

RESIDENTIAL

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED FAMILY HOME with a view of the city has
perfect blend of new with charm and character of 1910. This
2722 s5q. feet home on .63 of ance has hardwood floors, new
kitchen, laundry, huge living room, family& dining rooms, Rv
Hookup, fenced. A must seell $297,000 Call Kimee for details
541-377-7787 rmls 17432508

GREAT HORSE PROPERTYI 6.72 acres with
custom built home, tool shed, tack room
and arena. Great location in Lexington,
only 20 minutes from I-84. Call Milne for more
info 541-377-7787, rmls 17051483 $295,000

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A
BUILDING LOT IN MILTON-FREE-
WATER TAKE A LOOK AT THIS! Be-
hind school, paved road on both
sides! Seller will pay for 1/2 water
and sewer costs hook-up not to
exceed not to exceed $3500. Call
Ned 509-386-7541 for more detail.
$34,500 RMLS #15694533




