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In historic shift,  
Boy Scouts to expand 
girls’ participation

NEW YORK (AP) — In its latest 
momentous policy shift, the Boy Scouts 
of America will admit girls into the Cub 
Scouts starting next year and establish a new 
program for older girls based on the Boy 
Scout curriculum that enables them to aspire 
to the coveted Eagle Scout rank.

Founded in 1910 and long considered 
a bastion of tradition, the Boy Scouts have 
undergone major changes in the past five 
years, agreeing to accept openly gay youth 
members and adult volunteers, as well as 
transgender boys.

The expansion of girls’ participation, 
announced Wednesday after unanimous 
approval by the organization’s board of 
directors, is arguably the biggest change yet, 
potentially opening the way for hundreds of 
thousands of girls to join.

Many scouting organizations in other 
countries already allow both genders and use 
gender-free names such as Scouts Canada. 
But for now, the Boy Scout label will 
remain.

“There are no plans to change our name at 
this time,” spokeswoman Effie Delimarkos 
said in an email.

Trump picks deputy chief 
of staff to lead DHS

WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump will nominate his deputy 
chief of staff, Kirstjen Nielsen, as his next 
secretary of Homeland Security, the White 
House announced Wednesday.

Nielsen formerly served as John Kelly’s 
chief of staff when 
he held the position 
of Trump’s first DHS 
secretary. She moved 
with Kelly to the White 
House when Trump 
tapped him to serve as 
his own chief of staff, 
and was quickly named 
principal deputy.

Nielsen, an expert in 
homeland and national 
security policy, previ-
ously served as a special assistant to former 
President George W. Bush and worked for 
the Transportation Security Administration.

The White House said in its announce-
ment that Nielsen “has extensive profes-
sional experience in the areas of homeland 
security policy and strategy, cybersecurity, 
critical infrastructure, and emergency 
management.” She is also the first nominee 
for the position to have previously worked 
for DHS, they said.

Nielsen, however, has drawn some 
resentment in her current position, as she 
and Kelly have tried to impose order on a 
formally chaotic White House. That has 

included limiting access to the president to 
some who had formerly enjoyed near-unim-
peded access.

Democrats who opposed 
Iran nuke deal urge 
Trump to keep pact

WASHINGTON (AP) — Several 
congressional Democrats who split with 
President Barack Obama to oppose the 
nuclear agreement with Iran are now urging 
President Donald Trump to uphold the 
international accord, arguing that robust 
enforcement is the best way to counter 
Tehran’s malign behavior in the Middle East.

The reversal underscores deep concerns 
among lawmakers that Trump will inform 
Congress in the coming days that the land-
mark 2015 agreement with Iran is contrary 
to America’s national security interests. That 
declaration could lead to an unraveling of 
the seven-nation pact and leave the United 
States, not Iran, as the country that balked at 
honoring its commitments.

Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y., who voted 
against the agreement two years ago, said 
at a hearing Wednesday U.S. interests 
are best served by keeping the deal and 
aggressively policing the agreement to 
ensure Iran doesn’t violate the terms. Engel, 
the top Democrat on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said unwinding the agreement 
would send a dangerous signal to allies and 
adversaries alike.

The U.S. will need to work with Britain, 
France and Germany — all parties to the 
Iran nuclear pact — to fix its flaws and 
those countries need to know that the U.S. 

is a reliable partner, according to Engel. 
North Korea’s leaders, meanwhile, would 
have little incentive to negotiate a nuclear 
disarmament if they see the Iran deal 
collapse, he said.

“We need to work with allies and partners 
on a shared agenda that holds the regime in 
Iran accountable, not dividing America from 
our closest friends across the globe,” Engel 
said.

Dakota Access pipeline 
allowed to keep running

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — A federal 
judge ruled Wednesday that the Dakota 
Access oil pipeline can continue operating 
while a study is completed to assess its 
environmental impact on an American 
Indian tribe.

U.S. District Judge James Boasberg’s 
decision will come as a blow to the Standing 
Rock Sioux, who have argued that an oil 
spill from the pipeline under Lake Oahe 
— from which the tribe draws its water — 
could have a detrimental effect on the tribal 
community.

“Today’s decision is a disappointing 
continuation of a historic pattern: Other 
people get all the profits, and the tribes get 
all the risk and harm,” said Jan Hasselman, 
an Earthjustice attorney representing the 
tribe in an ongoing federal lawsuit through 
which Standing Rock and three other tribes 
still hope to shut down the pipeline.

Boasberg found that it is likely the Army 
Corps of Engineers will be able to justify 
previous decisions made while permitting 
the pipeline.

U.S. demands could kill 
NAFTA negotiations

WASHINGTON (AP) — The North 
American Free Trade Agreement is in its 
23rd year. But there are growing doubts that 
it will survive through its 24th.

President Donald Trump has threatened to 
withdraw from the agreement if he can’t get 
what he wants in a renegotiation. But what 
he wants — from requiring that more auto 
production be made-in-America to shifting 
more government contracts to U.S. companies 
— will likely be unacceptable to America’s 
two NAFTA partners, Mexico and Canada.

Round 4 of NAFTA talks began 
Wednesday in Arlington, Virginia. In a sign 
of how contentious things could get, the 
countries extended the negotiations for two 
extra days, through Tuesday.

“What is the administration going to 
do? Are they going to be patient and work 
through these things?” asks Phil Levy, senior 
fellow at the Chicago Council on Global 
Affairs. “Or are they going to take this as a 
pretext and say, ‘We tried negotiations; they 
failed. Now we need to blow this up?’ “

Blowing up the deal appears to be 
Trump’s favored choice. On the campaign 
trail, he called NAFTA a job-killing disaster. 
And in an interview with Forbes magazine 
published Tuesday, Trump said: “I happen to 
think that NAFTA will have to be terminated 
if we’re going to make it good. Otherwise, I 
believe you can’t negotiate a good deal.”

Questions raised in scope 
of Weinstein investigation

NEW YORK (AP) — As the grim scope 
of the allegations surrounding Harvey 
Weinstein continued to expand Wednesday, 
the organization that bestows the Academy 
Awards moved to distance itself from the film 
mogul, Ben Affleck was forced to defend his 
own previous actions, and scrutiny fell on who 
knew what about the film mogul’s behavior 
over the decades it allegedly took place.

A key and potentially volatile component of 
Tuesday’s New Yorker expose was the claim 
that “a culture of complicity” has existed at 
both The Weinstein Co. and his previous film 
company, the Walt Disney-owned Miramax. 
“Numerous people throughout the companies 
(were) fully aware of his behavior but either 
abetting it or looking the other way,” the 
magazine reported.

Further scrutiny has followed the contention 
that Weinstein’s conduct was “an open secret” 
in Hollywood. Focus has turned, in part, to not 
just the workplace environments Weinstein 
operated in, but the stars who may have had 
some knowledge of Weinstein’s alleged 
behavior but who failed to raise any alarms.

Ben Affleck was called out Tuesday 
by actress Rose McGowan. In a tweet, 
McGowan accused Affleck of lying after 
issuing a statement that he was “saddened 
and angry” about the Weinstein revelations. 

Jake May/The Flint Journal - MLive.com via AP

In this May 29 file photo, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts salute during a Memorial 
Day ceremony in Linden, Mich. On Wednesday, the Boy Scouts of America Board of  
Directors unanimously approved to welcome girls into its Cub Scout program and 
to deliver a Scouting program for older girls that will enable them to advance and 
earn the highest rank of Eagle Scout.
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