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Wildfires leave chimneys,

charred appliances in their wake

SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) — The flames that raced
across California wine country left little more than smol-
dering ashes and eye-stinging smoke in their wake. House
after house is gone, with only brick chimneys and charred
laundry machines to mark sites that were once family homes.

The wildfires burned so hot that windows and tire rims
melted off cars, leaving many vehicles resting on their steel
axles. In one driveway, the glass backboard of a basketball
hoop melted, dripped and solidified like a mangled icicle.

Newly homeless residents of Northern California took
stock of their shattered lives Tuesday while the blazes that
have killed at least 15 people and destroyed more than
2,000 homes and businesses kept burning. Hundreds more
firefighters joined the battle against the uncontained flames.

“This is just pure devastation, and it’s going to take us
a while to get out and comb through all of this,” said Ken
Pimlott, chief of the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection. He said the state had “several days of fire
weather conditions to come.”

The wildfires already rank among the five deadliest
in California history, and officials expected the death toll
to increase as the scope of destruction becomes clear. At
least 100 people were injured during the blazes that started
Sunday night. Nearly 200 people were reported missing in
Sonoma County alone.

Paltrow, Jolie join flood of

allegations against Weinstein

NEW YORK (AP) — A flood of allegations poured in
Tuesday against Harvey Weinstein in on-the-record reports that
detailed claims of sexual abuse and included testimonies from
Gwyneth Paltrow and Angelina Jolie, further intensifying the
already explosive collapse of the disgraced movie mogul.

Three women accused Weinstein of raping them in a story
published online by The New Yorker, including the Italian
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actresses have in recent days added to the chorus of accusa-
tions surrounding Weinstein. Paltrow described Weinstein’s
attempt to lure her, then 22, into giving him a massage in a
hotel room. The incident prompted her then-boyfriend Brad
Pitt to angrily confront Weinstein at a film premiere.

Both reports significantly ratcheted up the unfolding
scandal surrounding Weinstein, who was fired Sunday from
the Weinstein Co. By the end of Tuesday, former President
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, an array of movie stars and
Weinstein’s own wife, Georgina Chapman, had issued state-
ments condemning Weinstein’s alleged conduct. Chapman told
People magazine she was leaving her husband after 10 years of
marriage, citing Weinstein’s “unforgivable actions.”

The published stories thoroughly document the systematic
harassment, abuse and intimidation of women — almost
always young actresses trying to succeed in movies.
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Google Earth (top), California Highway Patrol Golden Gate Division (bottom) via AP
This combination of photos shows the Coffey Park neigh-
borhood of Santa Rosa, Calif. The bottom image taken
Monday and provided by the California Highway Patrol
Golden Gate Division, shows the damage after a wildfire
swept through the area.The top undated image provided
by Google Earth shows the area before the fire.

Could Vegas police have taken
down the gunman sooner?

The revised timeline given by investigators for the
Las Vegas massacre raises questions about whether better
communication might have allowed police to respond more
quickly and take out the gunman before he could kill and
wound so many people.

On Monday, Sheriff Joe Lombardo said Stephen Paddock
shot and wounded a Mandalay Bay hotel security guard
outside his door and sprayed 200 bullets down the hall six
minutes before he opened fire Oct. 1 from his high-rise suite
on a crowd at a country music festival below.

That was a different account from the one police gave last
week: that Paddock shot the unarmed guard, Jesus Campos,
after unleashing his barrage of fire on the crowd, where 58
people were killed and hundreds injured.

The sheriff had previously hailed Campos as a “hero”
whose arrival in the hallway may have led Paddock to stop
firing. But on Monday, Lombardo said he didn’t know what
prompted Paddock to end the gunfire and take his own life.

How crucial were the minutes that elapsed before the
massacre began?

“This changes everything,” said Joseph Giacalone, a
professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and a
former New York City police sergeant. “There absolutely
was an opportunity in that timeframe that some of this

could’ve been mitigated.”

Giacalone added: “By engaging the shooter ahead of time
during this event, it could’ve saved a lot of heartache.”

Campos reported to hotel security dispatchers that he was
shot before Paddock opened fire on the crowd, Assistant
Sheriff Tom Roberts told The Los Angeles Times. Campos
ran down the hall, away from Paddock’s room, after he was
shot and may have used both his radio and a hallway phone
to call for help, he said.

It wasn’t clear exactly what time Campos called for help
or if the hotel had relayed the information about the shooting
to police. Las Vegas police did not respond to questions from
The Associated Press about whether hotel security or anyone
else in the hotel called 911 to report the hallway shooting.

Teen detained after crossing border

fights to have abortion

HOUSTON (AP) — Advocates for a pregnant
17-year-old girl held in a Texas facility for immigrant chil-
dren who have crossed the border alone are asking a federal
judge to allow her to get an abortion, over the opposition of
U.S. and state officials.

A federal magistrate judge in San Francisco has scheduled
a hearing Wednesday on a request filed by the American
Civil Liberties Union of Northern California, which accuses
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services of
refusing to let the girl be taken for the procedure.

Rochelle Garza, a lawyer appointed to represent the girl’s
legal interests, told The Associated Press on Tuesday that she
may be up to 14 weeks’ pregnant. Texas state law prohibits
most abortions after 20 weeks.

Garza says the teen is from Central America, like most
people caught crossing the U.S.-Mexico border without legal
permission. She declined to give the girl’s name or identify
the specific country where she was from, citing the girl’s
privacy as a minor, but said that the girl wanted an abortion
in part because she had seen her parents abuse another
sibling who was pregnant.

With Garza’s help, the girl obtained a judicial waiver
under a Texas law requiring a minor seeking an abortion
to get consent from a parent. But staff at the facility where
she’s being held refused to take her to her appointments
with a doctor to seek an abortion, or let the attorney take her,
even though private groups that support abortion rights have
raised money for the procedure, Garza said.

Trump health coverage alternatives

may pose risk to the sick

The White House is working on a plan that could bring
more health insurance choices and cheaper options to people
buying individual and small business coverage. But the bill
for this might be paid by the sick.

Senior administration officials have said President
Donald Trump is expected sign an executive order this
week to expand the use of health plans offered through
associations. These groups already allow individuals or
businesses to band together to buy coverage, and Trump’s
order could increase their use by making it easier to sell this
coverage across state lines.

On Tuesday, Trump tweeted: “I will be using the power
of the pen to give great HealthCare to many people —
FAST.”

Specifics of the order and any resulting regulation are
still not clear. This coverage could wind up costing some
shoppers less if the policies don’t have to meet the coverage
requirements of individual states or the Affordable Care Act.

But that’s true largely for customers with good health.
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