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Wildfire losses in Columbia River Gorge

CASCADE LOCKS (AP) — New aerial photos show severe damage to some
parts of the Columbia River Gorge from a large wildfire that continues to burn.

The photos taken Sunday by The Oregonian/OregonLive show the areas most
impacted by the blaze include Oneonta Gorge, Eagle Creek and Tanner Creek. Mc-
Cord Creek near Cascade Locks and Moffett Creek are also severely burned. Some
trails in the gorge won’t open until spring and some may not open for a year or two.

The fire erupted Sept. 2 and has burned more than 75 square miles. It continues
to burn in some areas but is not expected to grow. The risk of rockslides and mud-
slides in the burned area is high as the winter rainy season begins.

Mark Graves/The Oregonian via AP

Mother, four children killed 1n
suspected drunk driving crash

SALEM (AP) — Author-
ities say a mother and her
four children were killed in
a head-on crash near Salem
by a drunken driver who has
a previous conviction for
driving while intoxicated.

The two car crash
happened at 4:41 p.m.
Sunday when a Land Rover
driven by Favian R. Garcia,
27, of Gervais, collided
with a Buick Century head-
on, the Oregon State Police
said Monday. The Land
Rover was heading north,
and the Buick was heading
south. The two cars were
negotiating a corner when
they crashed.

The Buick was driven by
Lisette Medrano-Perez, 25,

Corrections

The East Oregonian
works hard to be accu-
rate and sincerely regrets
any errors. If you notice
a mistake in the paper,
please call 541-966-0818.

from Molalla.

Her four
children - an
8-year-old boy, a
6-year-old boy, a
4-year-old girl and
a 2-year-old girl -
were pronounced
dead at the scene.

immediately
clear if he had an

attorney.
Court records
show Garcia

pleaded guilty to
driving under the
influence of intox-
icants in 2011
and was arrested

Garcia, who
had minor inju-
ries, was arrested
Monday on suspicion of
five counts of manslaughter,
driving while intoxicated,
reckless driving and
outstanding warrants from
Marion County. It wasn’t

Garcia

on suspicion of
the same crime in
July.

He was wanted on an
outstanding warrant in that
case for failing to appear
for a July court hearing in
Marion County.
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New EPA plan could delay
Portland Harbor cleanup

By CASSANDRA PROFITA
Oregon Public Broadcasting

The Trump administra-
tion has a new plan for the
Portland Harbor Superfund
site that Oregon officials
say could reverse progress
toward cleaning up toxic
pollution in the Willamette
River.

Oregon  environmental
regulators and officials with
the city of Portland have sent
letters to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency
expressing their concerns
about a draft agreement
between the EPA and some
of the companies responsible
for cleaning up the site.

The agreement would
require redoing complicated
environmental studies and
investigations, they say,
which would delay a process
that has already taken more
than 16 years.

Furthermore, they say the
EPA left key state and tribal
leaders out of the negotia-
tions and may have violated
previous agreements.

Just before President
Donald Trump took office
this year, the EPA released a
plan calling for a $1 billion
cleanup involving dredging
and covering contaminated
soil along a 10-mile stretch of
the Willamette River known
as the Portland Harbor
Superfund site.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown
released a statement Monday
morning calling the new
agreement “a  significant

setback” to those cleanup
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plans that could have impacts
on Oregon’s economy and
the long-term health of the
environment.

“We must move forward
with the cleanup of the Port-
land Harbor, but the federal
administration’s latest direc-
tion to the EPA undermines

excluded from negotiations.
Wheeler said in contrast to
what the EPA told the public
was supposed to happen
next at Portland Harbor, “the
draft work plan reopens and
reanalyzes decisions that
were already made through
a lengthy and intensive

the progress we’ve made,” process.”

she said. “T urge the EPA to The existing cleanup plan
honor its commitment to doesn’t require repeating
work collaboratively and investigations and studies,
transparently with the state, Wheeler argued.

city, and all responsible
parties that have long worked
toward a thorough and
cost-effective clean up of the

“We appreciate and share
the EPA’s goal to move
implementation forward
as quickly as possible,” he

Portland Harbor.” wrote, “but fear that the
In a letter sent Thursday, objectives described by DEQ
Oregon Department of Envi-  in the draft agreement could

ronmental Quality Director
Richard Whitman told the
EPA that after seeing a draft
of an unexpected new agree-
ment last week, his agency
has “significant concerns”
about how it was developed
and the plans it lays out.

The agreement appears to
be designed to question the
underpinning of the clean-up
plan completed under the
Obama administration, he
wrote, “potentially leading to
significant additional delays
in the implementation of any
remedy.”

He threatened to file a
dispute unless the agency
includes the state in a formal
consultation.

Portland Mayor Ted
Wheeler sent a letter Friday
echoing the DEQ’s concerns
and telling the EPA that the
city is “deeply troubled”
that key stakeholders were

steer the site off-course and
even take implementation
backward.”

It’s unclear which of the
dozens of potentially respon-
sible parties are included
in the agreement. The EPA
has yet to comment on the
purpose of the agreement and
who is involved.

Travis Williams, execu-
tive director of Willamette
Riverkeeper, said his group
and others are looking into
whether the agreement is
legal, but it seems to be “on
the very edge of legality”
from what he’s seen so far.

“I think a lot of us had
concerns about the Trump
administration with regard to
Superfund, and if these letters
reflect what is going on in
this process it is exceedingly
concerning for anybody who
cares about the fate of the
Willamette River,” he said.
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