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Paying back taxes for family does
not guarantee home ownership

By llyce Glink
and Samuel J. Tamkin
Tribune Content Agency

: We lost a piece of property due to
back taxes. The property was in the
names of my husband and his two sisters
and brother. None of them would help
us pay the taxes, so they were not paid. I
received a letter that the property had been
sold, but I could pay the tax and redeem the
property. That is what [ want to do, but only
in my name and my husband’s name, as the
other relatives refuse to help pay the taxes
or maintain the property. Can this be done?
: When you say that you lost the
property, you may not understand the
process of how tax sales work. The property
is owned by your husband and his siblings.
At this point they still own the property
even though there has been a tax sale.

So let’s give a brief summary of how
real estate tax sales work. In places where
homeowners pay real estate taxes, those
taxes are billed annually and generally paid
once or twice a year. If the homeowner fails
to make a payment, the property goes into
the delinquent rolls. At some point -- say
one year or more -- the taxing body sells the
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delinquent taxes to the highest bidder in an
auction.

Tax buyers are willing to pay the taxing
body for the delinquent tax amounts
because they know that if the tax bills
remain unpaid they can come to own the
property for the amount they paid at the tax
sale. (This is what happened not too long
ago in San Francisco, where two enter-
prising investors picked up small parcel in
the middle of one of the most expensive
blocks in the city for less than $1,000.) If
the taxes are redeemed, then the investors
get their money back plus interest at a hefty
amount. For tax buyers, buying at tax sales
can be a great business model.

On the other side is the homeowner. The
homeowner usually will pay up to avoid
losing the home to back taxes. So, once the
tax buyer has purchased the taxes, the local
municipality may send out an additional
notice to the homebuyer telling him or her
that they have a certain amount of time to
redeem the tax sale. That means that the
homeowner -- in your case your husband
and his siblings -- can pay what is owed and
bring the property back to current status on
the tax rolls.
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HOME SITS ON JUST UNDER 1 ACRE, COMPLETELY
FENCED. Fresh paint and some updates through out home.
There are 2 carports for all your toys and lots of room to spread
out and enjoy country life without too much land to take care
of. HID water rights, drilled well, located just out side of the city
limits. RMLS 17381481 $175,000. Hermiston, OR




