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Trump sees ‘miracle’ Puerto
Rico survival, ignores critics

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) —
Touring a small slice of Hurricane Maria’s
devastation, President Donald Trump
congratulated Puerto Rico on Tuesday for
escaping the higher death toll of “a real
catastrophe like Katrina” and heaped praise
on the relief efforts of his administration
without mentioning the sharp criticism the
federal response has drawn.

“Really nothing short of a miracle,” he
said of the recovery, an assessment at odds
with the despair of many still struggling to
find water and food outside the capital city
in wide swaths of an island where only 5
percent of electricity customers have power
back. The death count of 16 is expected to
rise.

In the heart of San Juan, in fact, a few
miles from the air base where Trump
gave his thumbs-up report on progress,
people stacked sewage-fouled clothes and
mattresses outside houses and businesses
lacking electricity nearly two weeks after
the storm. “Nobody’s come,” said Ray
Negron, 38, collecting debris in the Playita
neighborhood.

Trump pledged an all-out effort to help
the island while adding, somewhat lightly,
“Now I hate to tell you, Puerto Rico, but
you’ve thrown our budget a little out of
whack because we’ve spent a lot of money
on Puerto Rico. And that’s fine. We’ve saved
a lot of lives.”

GOP leaders say no action
on gun legislation

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican
leaders made clear Tuesday that Congress
will take no action on gun legislation in the
wake of the massacre in Las Vegas. They
refused to entertain Democratic demands
to expand background checks for gun
purchases and tighten restrictions on semi-
automatic weapons, but also shelved their
own House bill that would have loosened
access to gun silencers.

“I think it’s premature to be discussing
legislative solutions, if there are any,”
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., told reporters after the mass shooting
that killed at least 59 people and wounded
hundreds more.

House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., said
there is no plan for the House to act soon
on the silencer bill, which a Republican-led
House committee backed last month. The
bill’s sponsor, Rep. Jeff Duncan of South
Carolina, said it would help hunters protect
their hearing.

The silencer bill is “not scheduled
right now. I don’t know when it will be
scheduled,” Ryan said.

The congressional inaction underscored
the power of the National Rifle Association
and the political stakes for lawmakers who
maintain their support for the constitutional
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President Donald Trump hands out food to people effected by Hurricane Maria as
he visits a disaster relief distribution center at Calgary Chapel in Guaynabo, Puerto
Rico onTuesday. Trump is visiting Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurricane Maria.

right to bear arms and fear any challenge to
their fealty.

Rep. Chris Collins, R-N.Y., said action on
guns was unnecessary, “We are not going to
knee-jerk react to every situation.”

Four years ago, after the deadly school
shooting in Newtown, a bipartisan bill on
background checks failed in the Senate.

Justice Kennedy is key to
outcome on partisan maps

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a case
that could reshape American politics, the
Supreme Court appeared split Tuesday
on whether Wisconsin Republicans gave
themselves an unfair advantage when they
drew political maps to last a decade.

If Justice Anthony Kennedy, whose
vote almost certainly controls the outcome,
is prepared to join his liberal colleagues,
the court could rule for the first time that
districting plans that entrench one party’s
control of a legislature or congressional
delegation can violate the constitutional
rights of the other party’s voters. That could
lead to changes in political maps across the
country.

While both parties seek maximum
partisan advantage when they can,
Republicans controlled more state
governments after the 2010 census and
aggressively used redistricting to lock in
electoral advantages to last for the next 10
years.

Kennedy suggested, as he did in another
redistricting case 13 years ago, that courts
perhaps could be involved in placing limits
on extremely partisan electoral maps.

But he did not tip his hand about whether
the Wisconsin map that favors Republicans
crossed a constitutional line.
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Throughout the session, the justices and
lawyers alike appeared to cast their questions
and remarks with the hope of attracting
Kennedy. He wrote in 2004 that he would be
open to ruling for the challengers if the court
could be shown a good way to measure and
manage excessively partisan districts.

Paul Smith, the same lawyer who failed
to get Kennedy’s vote and thus a majority 13
years ago, said technology and data analysis
had so improved since then that there are
good ways to measure when one party gives
itself an unfair edge in creating districts.

Without the court’s intervention, Smith
said the next round of redistricting after
the 2020 census will see far more extreme
partisan maps.

Pentagon says Trump’s Afghan
troops boost to cost $1 billion

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S.
military’s top leaders told lawmakers
Tuesday that the thousands of additional
U.S. troops President Donald Trump has
ordered to Afghanistan will cost just over
$1 billion a year, bringing the total bill for
fighting America’s longest war to $12.5
billion annually.

During wide-ranging hearings on Capitol
Hill, Defense Secretary Jim Mattis also said
that the United States should remain in the
nuclear deal negotiated during the Obama
administration that constrains Iran’s ability
to build a nuclear arsenal. Trump has trashed
the international accord, a cornerstone of
Barack Obama’s presidency, as the worst
agreement ever negotiated by the United
States and signaled he may abandon it.

The release of the Afghan war cost
information came as Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz., assailed Mattis and Marine Corps

Gen. Joseph Dunford, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, for withholding from
Congress key details about Trump’s new
strategy for winning in Afghanistan that was
announced six weeks ago.

McCain, the chairman of the Armed
Services Committee, declared that it was
“bizarre” that Mattis and Dunford did not
submit written testimony before the hearing
started. That’s customary practice for
administration witnesses testifying before
congressional committees.

“We want to be your partners,”

McCain said. “But this committee will

not be a rubber stamp for any policy or
president. We must be well-informed. We
must be convinced of the merits of the
administration’s actions. And unfortunately,
we still have far more questions than
answers about this new strategy.”

Mattis and Dunford, who appeared first
before the Senate panel and later before the
House Armed Services Committee, sought
to assure skeptical lawmakers that Trump’s
plan for expanding the U.S. presence in
Afghanistan would pay off. Several members
expressed concern the U.S. was wading
more deeply into a conflict at great expense
without prospects for long-term success.

Wyden seeks cyber info from
voting machine makers

WASHINGTON (AP) — A U.S. senator
wants to know how well the country’s top
six voting machine manufacturers protect
themselves against cyberattacks, a move that
comes just weeks after federal authorities
notified 21 states that they had been targeted
by Russian government hackers during the
2016 presidential election

In a letter Tuesday to the CEOs of top
election technology firms, Sen. Ron Wyden
writes that public faith in American election
infrastructure is “more important than ever
before.”

“Ensuring that Americans can trust that
election systems and infrastructure are
secure is necessary to protecting confidence
in our electoral process and democratic
government,” writes Wyden.

An assessment by the Department of
Homeland Security found that Russian
hackers targeted state election systems.
Some states have since disputed that claim.

A representative for Election System
& Software said the company had not yet
received Wyden’s letter. Steven Sockwell,

a spokesman for Austin, Texas-based

Hart InterCivic, which has provided vote
tabulation devices, software and other voting
services in 18 states, said he wasn’t aware
of any cyberattacks on the company or its
products.

John Schmitt, founder of Five Cedars
Group in Oregon, a vote-by-mail state, said
his company hadn’t yet received Wyden’s
letter. He added that the company doesn’t
handle voter registration information and
plays no role in tallying ballots.
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