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exits, shoving through narrow 
gates and climbing over fences as 
40- to 50-round bursts of automatic 
weapons fire rained down on them 
from the 32nd floor of the Mandalay 
Bay casino hotel.

By Monday afternoon, 59 
victims were dead and 527 injured 
in the deadliest mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history.

“You just didn’t know what to 
do,” Akiyoshi said. “Your heart is 
racing and you’re thinking, ‘I’m 
going to die.’”

The gunman, identified 
as Stephen Craig Paddock, a 
64-year-old retired accountant 
from Mesquite, Nevada, killed 
himself before officers stormed 
Room 135 in the gold-colored glass 
skyscraper.

The avid gambler who according 
to his brother made a small fortune 
investing in real estate had been 
staying there since Thursday and 
had busted out windows to create 
his sniper’s perch roughly 500 
yards from the concert grounds.

The motive for the attack 
remained a mystery, with Sheriff 
Joseph Lombardo saying: “I can’t 
get into the mind of a psychopath 
at this point.”

Paddock had 16 guns in his hotel 
room, including rifles with scopes, 
Lombardo said. Two were modified 
to make them fully automatic, 
according to two U.S. officials 
briefed by law enforcement who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the investigation is still 
unfolding.

At Paddock’s home, authorities 
found 18 more guns, explosives 
and thousands of rounds of ammu-
nition.

Also, several pounds of ammo-
nium nitrate, a fertilizer that has 
been used to make explosives such 
as those used in the 1995 Oklahoma 
bombing, were in his car, the sheriff 
said.

The FBI said it found nothing 
so far to suggest the attack was 
connected to international terrorism, 
despite a claim of responsibility 
from the Islamic State group, which 
said Paddock was a “soldier” who 
had recently converted to Islam.

In an address to the country, 
President Donald Trump called the 
bloodbath “an act of pure evil” and 
added: “In moments of tragedy and 
horror, America comes together as 
one. And it always has.” He ordered 
flags flown at half-staff.

With hospitals jammed with 

victims, authorities put out a call 
for blood donations and set up a 
hotline to report missing people and 
speed the identification of the dead 
and wounded. They also opened a 
“family reunification center” for 
people to find loved ones.

More than 12 hours after the 
massacre, bodies covered in white 
sheets were still being removed 
from the festival grounds.

The shooting began at 10:07 
p.m., and the gunman appeared to 
fire unhindered for more than 10 
minutes, according to radio traffic. 
Police frantically tried to locate him 
and determine whether the gunfire 
was coming from Mandalay Bay or 
the neighboring Luxor hotel.

At 10:14 p.m., an officer said on 
his radio that he was pinned down 
against a wall on Las Vegas Boule-
vard with 40 to 50 people.

“We can’t worry about the 
victims,” an officer said at 10:15 
p.m. “We need to stop the shooter 
before we have more victims. 
Anybody have eyes on him ... stop 
the shooter.”

Near the stage, Dylan Schneider, 
a country singer who performed 
earlier in the day, huddled with 
others under the VIP bleachers, 
where he turned to his manager 
and asked, “Dude, what do we do?” 
He said he repeated the question 
again and again over the next five 

minutes.
Bodies were lying on the arti-

ficial turf installed in front of the 
stage, and people were screaming 
and crying. The sound of people 
running on the bleachers added 
to the confusion, and Schneider 
thought the concert was being 
invaded with multiple shooters.

“No one knew what to do,” 
Schneider said. “It’s literally 
running for your life and you don’t 
know what decision is the right one. 
But like I said, I knew we had to get 
out of there.”

He eventually pushed his 
way out of the crowd and found 
refuge in the nearby Tropicana 
hotel-casino, where he kicked in a 
door to an engineering room and 
spent hours there with others who 
followed him.

The shooting started as Aldean 
closed out the three-day Route 91 
Harvest Festival. He had just begun 
the song “When She Says Baby,” 
and the first burst of nearly 50 shots 
crackled as he sang, “It’s tough just 
getting up.”

Muzzle flashes could be seen in 
the dark as the gunman fired away.

“It was the craziest stuff I’ve ever 
seen in my entire life,” said Kodiak 
Yazzie, 36. “You could hear that the 
noise was coming from west of us, 
from Mandalay Bay. You could see 
a flash, flash, flash, flash.”

The crowd, funneled tightly into 
a wide-open space, had little cover 
and no easy way to escape. Victims 
fell to the ground, while others fled 
in panic. Some hid behind conces-
sion stands or crawled under parked 
cars.

Faces were etched with shock 
and confusion, and people wept and 
screamed.

Tales of heroism and compas-
sion emerged quickly: Couples 
held hands as they ran through the 
dirt lot. Some of the bleeding were 
carried out by fellow concertgoers. 
While dozens of ambulances took 
away the wounded, while some 
people loaded victims into their 
cars and drove them to the hospital. 
People fleeing the concert grounds 
hitched rides with strangers, piling 
into cars and trucks.

Some of the injured were hit by 
shrapnel. Others were trampled or 
were injured jumping fences.

The dead included at least 
three off-duty police officers from 
various departments who were 
attending the concert, authorities 
said. Two on-duty officers were 
wounded, one critically, police said.

Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn 
Goodman said the attack was the 
work of a “crazed lunatic full of 
hate.”

The sheriff said authorities 
believe Paddock acted alone. 
While Paddock appeared to have 
no criminal history, his father was a 
bank robber who was on the FBI’s 
most-wanted list in the 1960s.

As for why Paddock went on 
the murderous rampage, his brother 
in Florida, Eric Paddock, told 
reporters: “I can’t even make some-
thing up. There’s just nothing.”

Hours after the shooting, Aldean 
posted on Instagram that he and 
his crew were safe and that the 
shooting was “beyond horrific.”

“It hurts my heart that this would 
happen to anyone who was just 
coming out to enjoy what should 
have been a fun night,” the country 
star said.

Before Sunday, the deadliest mass 
shooting in modern U.S. history took 
place in June 2016, when a gunman 
who professed support for Muslim 
extremist groups opened fire at a gay 
nightclub in Orlando, Florida, killing 
49 people.

A suicide bombing at an Ariana 
Grande concert in Manchester, 
England, killed 22 people in May. 
Almost 90 people were killed in 
2015 at a concert in Paris by gunmen 
inspired by the Islamic State.
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A woman cries while hiding inside the Sands Corporation plane 
hangar after a mass shooting in which dozens were killed at the 
Route 91 Harvest Festival on Sunday in Las Vegas.

“It was the craziest stuff  
I’ve ever seen in my life.”

— Kodiak Yazzie, in the crowd

Courtesy of Eric Paddock via AP

This undated photo provided 
by Eric Paddock shows his 
brother, Las Vegas gunman 
Stephen Paddock.

MESQUITE, Nev. (AP) — 
Stephen Paddock lived in a tidy 
Nevada retirement community 
where the amenities include 
golf, tennis and bocce. He was 
a wealthy real-estate investor, 
recently shipped his 90-year-old 
mother a walker and liked to play 
high-stakes video poker in Las 
Vegas.

Nothing in his background 
suggests why he would have been 
on the 32nd floor of the Mandalay 
Bay Hotel and Casino with at 
least 17 guns on Sunday night, 
raining an unparalleled slaughter 
upon an outdoor country music 
festival below.

Law enforcement and family 
members could not explain 
what would motivate a one-time 
accountant with no known 
criminal record to inflict so much 
carnage. Paddock had apparently 
planned the attack in great detail, 
including showing up at the hotel 
with at least 10 suitcases.

Public records offered no hint 
of financial distress or criminal 
history, though multiple people 
who knew him said he was a big 
gambler.

“No affiliation, no religion, 
no politics. He never cared about 
any of that stuff,” Eric Paddock 
said as he alternately wept and 
shouted. “He was a guy who had 
money. He went on cruises and 
gambled.”

Eric Paddock also told The 
Associated Press that he had 
not talked to his brother in six 
months. Their mother spoke with 
him about two weeks ago, and 
when he found out recently that 
she needed a walker, he sent her 
one, Eric Paddock said.

Brother: Gunman 
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$34995
MS 251 
WOOD BOSS®

“It has ample power for a homeowner  
saw; well balanced, well made,  
and easy to start and use.”

– user xeriminox

18” bar†

$42995
MS 271 
FARM BOSS®

“I have owned other saws in this class 
and the MS 271 has the best power 
to weight ratio that I have owned.”

– user Tommy80

20” bar†

$49995

20” bar†

“The anti-vibration is very well 
designed and the starting procedures 
and usability are great.”

– user jonohio

MS 311 
CHAIN SAW

$29995

18” bar†

MS 211  
CHAIN SAW

“Lightweight saw, however it doesn’t 
suffer on power. You can cut all 
day and virtually not be worn down 
when you are done. Good on gas.” 

– user bill211
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