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Gov. Brown announces reelection bid

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Just a year
after winning election, Gov.
Kate Brown announced early
Monday that she would seek
a final term in office in 2018.

In a video blasted across
social media, the longtime
Democratic politician
contrasted her adminis-
tration to that of President
Donald Trump, while never
mentioning him by name.

“As your governor, it’s
my job to make things better
and stand up to anyone who
would take our rights away,”
Brown said.

A former Oregon
secretary of state, Brown
ascended to the governor-
ship in February 2015, when
former Gov. John Kitzhaber
stepped down amid an
influence-peddling scandal.
Oregon’s unusual line of
succession made Brown
the first openly bisexual
governor in the nation’s
history and Oregon’s second
female chief executive.

The state has no lieutenant
governor, so the secretary of
state is first in line after the

legislative accomplishments
under her administration,
including a $5.3 billion

Appeals court keeps blocking county’s GMO ban

GRANTS PASS (AP)
— The Oregon Court of
Appeals has decided to keep
blocking a voter-approved

appeals court decision made
the county ordinance unen-
forceable. In fact, the county
never tried to enforce it and

are ignoring the will of the
people.

“We are not giving up,
we are not giving in, we are

governor. transportation package and S ; S . .

In November 2016, expansion of the Oregon initiative ‘ghat bans genet- did not defend it in court, the going to continue to work on
Brown was elected Health Plan. the ically pngmeered crops in  Grants Pass Daily Courier behalf of our farmers. who
to complete the state’s Meélicaid Josephine County. reported. o hatye asked for protection in
last two years of program, to undoc- The appeals court last “Lots of jurisdictions thlS. beautiful .seed—growmg
Kitzhaber’s four- umented, children. weqk. affirmed a lower-court  have unenforc;able codes on region,” she said.
year term. She She also high- d601s1ont.hat.sa1da2013 state the bopks,” DiLorenzo said. . .Jos.ephme. County’s
defeated a Repub- lighted  passage law forbidding local action ~“This is now one of them.” initiative easily passed 58 to
lican challenge by of the Oregon against genetically modified Mary Mlddleton,' leader 42 percent in May '2014,. a
Salem oncologist Promise which organisms, or GMOs, took of the group Oregonians for  surprising margin given its
Bud Pierce. who allows ’ Oregon precedence over the county’s  Safe Farms and Famlhes that conservative leanings.
was anewcojmer to high school grad- 2014 ban. ' o defended the ban in court, GMQ crops make up the
politics. uates to  attend That ruling by Circuit conceded defeat. vast majority of corn, cotton,

But those two Brown

years counted as
her first term, and in Oregon,
governors are limited to two
consecutive terms in office.

Brown’s announcement
Monday was merely a
formality. The governor has
raised campaign funds in
excess of $1.1 million since
January in preparation for
a showdown with ortho-
pedic surgeon Rep. Knute
Buehler, a Republican who
announced his candidacy
last month.

Brown on Monday touted

college for as little
as $50 a semester,
an increase in the minimum
wage, and a program to
phase out the use of coal.
Buehler, who has raised
$1.2 million, has criticized
Brown for failing to address
major problems in the state,
such as the low high school
graduation rate, and tax and
spending reform.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

[-84 re-opens through Gorge over weekend

By MOLLY SOLOMON
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Regular commuters on
Interstate 84 started their
week with a return to normal
driving routines.

The Oregon Department
of Transportation opened
the eastbound lanes of
[-84 Saturday afternoon. A
portion of the highway from
Troutdale to Hood River
had been closed since Labor
Day because of the Eagle
Creek Fire burning in the
Columbia River Gorge.

Fire activity continues
near Shellrock Mountain
and ODOT is diverting
eastbound traffic onto west-
bound lanes near milepost
52.

The highway reopening
was big news for Mark
Stoffer, an electrician who
lives in Corbett, Oregon,
and commutes to work in

The Dalles. He has spent the
past three weeks waking up
at 3 a.m. and says his daily
drive of about an hour had
more than doubled during
the highway closure.

“It was just really eating
away at your regular routine
and daily life,” Stoffer said.

On Monday morning, he
was happy to finally set his
alarm clock for the usual
time.

“It’s like a breath of fresh
air,” he said. “Even a lot of
the guys that were coming
through [Washington]
Highway 14, they were all
happy. Because everyone
was just getting really tired
last week. That extra time in
the morning really eats away
at you.”

ODOT is still monitoring
the highway and warns
the rainy season puts the
burned area at high risk of
landslides.

Meanwhile, four
Columbia  River Gorge
State Parks have reopened.
The Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department
announced Dabney State
Recreation Area, Portland
Women’s Forum  State
Scenic Viewpoint, Rooster
Rock State Park and Star-
vation Creek State Park
suffered no major damage in
the fire.

“We’re grateful that Vista
House still stands as well as
other iconic features well-
loved by Oregonians and
visitors to our state,” said
Park Manager Clay Court-
right, with the West Gorge
Management Unit.

As of Monday morning,
the Eagle Creek Fire has
burned 48,668 acres and is
46 percent contained. Fire
officials estimate the fire
will be fully contained by
Sept. 30.

Corrections

The Sept. 23 article “Waste recycler fined for odor” gave an incorrect address for the
property blamed for the odor. It is 78227 S. Highway 207, Hermiston. The East Ore-
gonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a
mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Court Judge Pat Wolke came
in a lawsuit from Oregon
farmers Robert and Shelley
White, who once grew GMO
sugar beets for the Swiss
corporation Syngenta.
Portland attorney John
DilLorenzo Jr., who repre-
sented the Whites, said the

“I don’t believe there’s
another next step in Oregon,”
she said. “There’s not another
court to go higher with this.
We’ve come to the end of the
road, in terms of litigation.”

Middleton vowed to keep
seeking change at the legisla-
tive level, saying lawmakers

soybeans, canola and sugar
beets grown in the United
States and smaller percent-
ages of alfalfa, papaya and
squash. There is no evidence
that GMOs are unsafe to eat,
but changing the genetic
code of foods presents an
ethical issue for some.
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Heritage Dinner 2017 at Hamley’s Slickfork Saloon
Tuesday, October 10, 5:00 pm
Treat yourself to a dramatic and engaging evening with the 26th
President of the United States! Joe Weigand, the nation’s fore-
most interpreter of Teddy Roosevelt, offers a vivid and rousing
one-man theater experience, sharing stories about Ted-
dy that are full of adventure, laughter and inspiration.

Tickets: $50 UCHS Members; $55 General Admission.

I

The Umatilla County Historical Society Muscum

Available at Heritage Station Museum.
A catered dinner is included
and no-host bar offered.
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