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U.S. beefs up North Korea
sanctions; Kim Jong Un
insults Trump

NEW YORK (AP) — President Donald
Trump added economic action to his fiery
military threats against North Korea on
Thursday, authorizing stiffer new sanctions
in response to the Koreans’ nuclear
weapons advances. Its leader Kim Jong Un
issued a rare statement, branding Trump
as “deranged” and warning he will “pay
dearly” for his threat to “totally destroy”
the North if it attacks.

The exchange of super-heated rhetoric
and unusually personal abuse between the
adversaries will escalate tensions that have
been mounting as North Korea has marched
closer to achieving a nuclear-tipped missile
that could strike America. The crisis has
dominated the Trump’s debut at this week’s
annual U.N. General Assembly meeting.

Kim’s statement, carried by North
Korea’s official news agency in a dispatch
from Pyongyang early Friday, responded
to Trump’s combative speech days earlier
where he not only issued the warning
of potential obliteration for the isolated
nation, but also mocked the North’s young
autocrat as a “Rocket Man” on a “suicide
mission.”

Kim offered choice insults of his own.

He said Trump was “unfit to hold the
prerogative of supreme command of a
country.” He described the president as “a
rogue and a gangster fond of playing with
fire.” He characterized Trump’s speech to
the world body on Tuesday as “mentally
deranged behavior.”

“I will make the man holding the
prerogative of the supreme command in
the U.S. pay dearly for his speech calling
for totally destroying the DPRK,” said the
statement carried by Korean Central News
Agency.

There was no immediate response from
the White House.

Mexico shocked: Girl
trapped in rubble didn’t exist

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Hour after
excruciating hour, Mexicans were
transfixed by dramatic efforts to reach a
young girl thought buried in the rubble
of a school destroyed by a magnitude 7.1
earthquake. She reportedly wiggled her
fingers, told rescuers her name and said
there were others trapped near her. Rescue
workers called for tubes, pipes and other
tools to reach her.

News media, officials and volunteer
rescuers all repeated the story of “Frida
Sofia” with a sense of urgency that made it
a national drama, drawing attention away
from other rescue efforts across the quake-
stricken city and leaving people in Mexico
and abroad glued to their television sets.

But she never existed, Mexican navy
officials now say.
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“We want to emphasize that we have no
knowledge about the report that emerged
with the name of a girl,” navy Assistant
Secretary Angel Enrique Sarmiento said
Thursday. “We never had any knowledge
about that report, and we do not believe —
we are sure — it was not a reality.”

Sarmiento said a camera lowered into
the rubble of the Enrique Rebsamen school
showed blood tracks where an injured
person apparently dragged himself or
herself, and the only person it could be —
the only one still listed as missing — was
a school employee. But it was just blood
tracks — no fingers wiggling, no voice,
no name. Several dead people have been
removed from the rubble, and it could have
been their fingers rescuers thought they
saw move.

Twitter users quickly brought out the
“Fake News” tag and complained that
the widespread coverage had distracted
attention from real rescue efforts where
victims have been pulled victims from the
rubble — something that hasn’t happened
at the school in at least a day.

Powerless: Puerto Rico faces
weeks without electricity

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The
sky was darkening Thursday afternoon as
10-year-old Sarah Jimenez laid out three
plastic buckets on her grandmother’s patio
in hopes of capturing rainwater.

“We can use it to at least flush the
toilets,” she told her grandmother.

A day after Hurricane Maria ravaged
Puerto Rico, flooding towns, crushing
homes and killing at least two people,
millions of people on the island faced the
dispiriting prospect of weeks and perhaps
months without electricity. The storm
knocked out the entire grid across the
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Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP
In thisThursday photo distributed on Friday by the North Korean government, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un delivers a statement in response to U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s speech to the United Nations, in Pyongyang, North Korea.

U.S. territory of 3.4 million, leaving many
without power to light their homes, cook,
pump water or run fans, air conditioners or
refrigerators.
As a result, Jimenez and others hunted
for gas canisters for cooking, collected
rainwater or steeled themselves mentally
for the hardships to come in the tropical
heat. Some contemplated leaving the
island.
“You cannot live here without power,”
said Hector Llanos, a 78-year-old retired
New York police officer who planned to
leave Saturday for the U.S. mainland to
live there temporarily.
Like many Puerto Ricans, Llanos does
not have a generator or gas stove. “The
only thing I have is a flashlight,” he said,
shaking his head. “This is never going to
return to normal.”
Maria’s death toll across the Caribbean,
meanwhile, climbed to at least 19, nearly
all of them on the hard-hit island of
Dominica. In Puerto Rico, the government
said at least two were killed but media on
the island were reporting additional deaths
and the actual toll appeared unlikely to be
known for days.

Republicans see political
necessity in health care effort

WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s divisive
and difficult, but the Republican drive
to erase the Obama health care overhaul
has gotten a huge boost from one of
Washington’s perennial incentives:
Political necessity.

In the two months since Senate
Republicans lost their initial attempt to
scuttle President Barack Obama’s statute,
there’s fresh evidence GOP voters are
adamant that the party achieve its long-
promised goal of dismantling that law. This

includes conservative firebrand Roy Moore
forcing a GOP primary runoff against Sen.
Luther Strange, R-Ala., who’s backed

by President Donald Trump, and lots of
money, plus credible primary challenges
facing Republican Sens. Jeff Flake of
Arizona and Nevada’s Dean Heller.

“Republicans campaigned on this so
often that we have a responsibility to carry
out what you said in the campaign. And
that’s as pretty much as much of a reason
as the substance of the bill” to support it,
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, told lowa
reporters in a conference call Wednesday.

“That base is so insistent. You made this
promise, stick to it, and you’ll be penalized
if you don’t,” said Bill Hoagland, a former
top Senate GOP aide and health policy
expert.

GOP Sens. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana
and South Carolina’s Lindsey Graham
have spent weeks concocting and selling
the party’s new approach to scrapping
Obama’s law. They say their proposal,
shifting money and decision-making
from Washington to the states, nearly has
the votes it would need in a showdown
expected next week, a deadline that’s
focused the party on making a final run at
the issue.

Graham and Cassidy would end
Obama’s requirement that most people buy
health coverage and larger employers offer
it to workers. It would let insurers charge
higher premiums to seriously ill customers
and cut Medicaid, the health insurance
program for the poor, over time. Money
from the law’s Medicaid expansion and
cost-reductions it provides lower-earning
people would be folded into block grants
dispersed to states —totaling $1.2 trillion
over seven years — with few federal
strings attached.

The new package has clear appeal to
most Republicans. It would wed the party’s
oft-repeated goals of uprooting Obama’s
law and shipping more power and plenty of
money back home.

Canadian retailers see potential
NAFTA change as threat

TORONTO (AP) — Canadian retailers
fear their survival is at stake if a change to
the North American Free Trade Agreement
that is being pushed by Washington leads
to online U.S. retailers being able to sell
their goods into Canada free of tax and
duty.

The U.S. wants to greatly raise Canada’s
price threshold for imposing customs duties
and taxes on a range of consumer goods as
part of the renegotiation of the trade treaty
started by President Donald Trump

It’s a relatively little-noticed aspect
of negotiations to recast the trade treaty,
which enter a third round this week in
Ottawa, but it’s hugely important to
Canadian store owners who fear it will
drive more customers to larger U.S.-based
online competitors.
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