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54 suspected vote fraud cases emerge in Oregon

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM (AP) — A study of
the November 2016 election in
Oregon has revealed 54 cases
of suspected voter fraud, repre-
senting only .002 percent of votes
cast, Oregon’s secretary of state
announced Friday.

Of the total, 46 people appar-
ently voted in Oregon and in some
other state, six ballots were turned
in under the names of people
listed as dead, and two people
appeared to have voted more than
once, Dennis Richardson said in a
videotaped announcement . Rich-
ardson said the evidence has been
turned over to the Oregon attorney
general’s office for criminal inves-
tigation and prosecution.

President Donald Trump has
claimed that “millions of people”
voted illegally in the election that
he lost in the popular vote but won
in the Electoral College. Presiden-

tial adviser Stephen Miller has
said an “astonishing” number of
non-citizens were registered to
vote.

But Richardson, the state’s
highest-ranking Republican, did
not mention any non-citizens
voting, and he made a point of
saying the number of suspicious
cases amounted to only one out of
38,000 ballots.

“These are very low numbers
compared to the amount of ballots
that have been turned in,” he said.
He also said in a statement that
“there is no evidence that these
fraudulent ballots impacted the
outcome of any contest.”

His office recently handed
over a statewide list of voters
to Trump’s commission investi-
gating allegations of voter fraud,
after it paid the $500 fee required
of anyone seeking the information
for non-commercial purposes.
Made available were names,
addresses, registration dates and

status, birth year, precinct name
and political party affiliation. But
information that was not disclosed
included Social Security and
driver’s license numbers or how a
person voted.

Kristina Edmunson, spokes-
woman for Attorney General
Ellen Rosenblum’s office, said in
an email to The Associated Press
the office is reviewing the new
materials provided by Richardson.

Oregon’s Elections Division
consulted with other states
and used Oregon county data;
the  Electronic  Registration
Information Center, or ERIC,
which is governed by a board of
directors made up of member
states, including Oregon; U.S.
Postal Service change of address
information; and Social Security
death records, Debra Royal, Rich-
ardson’s chief of staff, told AP in
an email.

“This is the most comprehen-
sive check we have ever done

with more data and a better data
matching engine,” she quoted
Elections Director Steve Trout as
saying.

Intentionally ~ voting  twice
is a felony punishable by up to
five years in prison and up to a
$125,000 fine, Richardson said.

While there have been isolated
cases of voter fraud in the U.S.,,
there is no evidence of it being a
widespread problem. Experts also
say this would be an inefficient
way to rig an election, given the
fraud would have to be conducted
one voter at a time, and would
only be effective in places where
the race is close enough that the
outcome could be swayed.

Studies have shown voter
impersonation to be quite rare.
In one analysis, a Loyola Law
School professor found 31
instances involving allegations
of voter impersonation out of 1
billion votes cast in U.S. elections
between 2000 and 2014.

Westbound lanes
of I-84 re-opened

HOOD RIVER (OPB) — After
prolonged closures from the Eagle
Creek Fire, the westbound lanes
of Interstate 84 opened Thursday
evening between Hood River and
Troutdale, according to the Oregon
Department of Transportation.

Eastbound lanes are still closed
on that section of highway as
crews continue risk assessment
from the ongoing fire.

DOT said in a statement they
are confident the westbound lanes
are clear of danger, but will close
them again should conditions
change.

[-84 has been closed in both
directions for 10 days following
the eruption of the Eagle Creek
Fire, which has burned 65 square
miles so far and was 30 percent
contained as of Friday.

Firefighters are expected to get
help from the weather, with rain in
the forecast Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday.

GOVERNOR: Rural areas just starting to see benefits of an economic recovery
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College Friday afternoon —
sponsored by the college, the
Eastern Oregon Women’s
Coalition and the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation — Brown
said she was aware that the
economic recovery had not
fully reached rural Oregon.
“So our focus has been
really making sure that
our communities that are
struggling have the tools
and the resources that they
need to make sure that their
kids can get an excellent
education in that community,
and also grow up and get
a good-paying job in that
community,” Brown said.

The governor recalled
visiting Ontario, a town
of approximately 11,000

on the Idaho border, after
this winter’s snowstorms
devastated the primarily
agricultural community.

“I asked folks there, I said,
‘What can we do to make this
community better?”” Brown
said. “They said, we need
a transloader facility. And
you know what, Democrats
and Republicans in the state
legislature and everybody
came together and said,
‘We’re going to fund a trans-
loader facility for Ontario.’
And that’s exactly what we
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Gov. Kate Brown gets pancakes at the Cowboy Breakfast on Friday in Stillman Park
while in town for the Pendleton Round-Up.

did.”

Statewide, Oregon is
adding jobs quickly and its
GDP is growing. But the
state’s rural areas are just
starting to see the benefits of
an economic recovery that
has boomed in Portland and
other metro areas of the state.

Generally, urban econo-
mies tend to be more diverse
than rural ones, and as a result
bounce back more quickly
from economic dips such as

the Great Recession. Recent
advances in technology and
broader economic conditions
have also fundamentally
changed rural businesses,
such as increased automation
in timber and agriculture.
But rural Oregonians can
also be heard complaining
of a Portland-centric
government that, from a
regulatory perspective, fails
to acknowledge the needs of
further-flung corners of the

state.

For example, State Rep.
Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario,
whose district spans about a
third of Eastern Oregon, this
week expressed concerns
about the effects of a
proposed cap-and-invest
program on rural Orego-
nians, who typically must

drive further to get to work,
school and shopping.
His fear is that a

cap-and-invest program,

7 which would place limits

on the amount of carbon
dioxide that businesses can
emit every year, would lead
to higher prices at the fuel
pump and directly affect
pocketbooks and commerce
in rural Oregon.

In a brief interview Friday
morning, Brown countered
by saying that she hopes the
program can be tailored to
support renewable energy
projects in Eastern Oregon,
where sun and wind are
abundant.

The cap-and-invest
proposal, still in the early
stages, is backed by Speaker
of the House Tina Kotek,
D-Portland, and various other
Democrats in the legislature.

This year’s legislative
session did bring some victo-
ries for rural Oregonians.

Lawmakers were able
to agree on a $5.3 billion
transportation funding
package and on $10 million
in funding for economic
development projects on the
Oregon/Idaho  border. On
Friday, Brown also touted
investments in housing and
water infrastructure.

Chuck Sams, commu-
nications director for the
Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion, who introduced the
governor before she made

remarks at the luncheon,
said his community was
pleased by the success of
the transportation package
and the renewal of a special
economic development zone
on the reservation.

Sams said the tribes moni-
tored more than 300 bills
this legislative session, and
while he keeps a close eye
on gun-related legislation
and wishes there was more
funding for mental health
treatment in the region, he
was mostly pleased with poli-
cymakers’ recent handling of
issues affecting rural Oregon.

For all of their political
and cultural differences, rural
and urban Oregon do face
some common challenges —
such as a dearth of affordable
housing.

Brown, a former legis-
lator, concluded her speech
Friday on that note, with
a recollection that State
Sen. Ted Ferrioli, R-John
Day — now the Senate
Minority Leader — attended
her wedding in 1997. For
Ferrioli, that meant a five- or
six-hour drive.

“It doesn’t matter where
you live,” Brown said. “It
doesn’t matter who you voted
for. We all think that Oregon
is special, and I know that
by working together, we can
keep it that way.”

Subscriber services:
For home delivery, vacation stops or delivery concerns: 1-800-522-0255

ADVERTISING

Advertising Director: Marissa Williams

Classified & Legal Advertising
1-800-962-2819 or 541-278-2678

F AsT ()REGONIAN

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

Didn’t receive your paper? Call 1-800-522-0255

541-278-2669 + addirector@eastoregonian.com
Advertising Services: Laura Jensen
541-966-0806 * liensen@eastoregonian.com

classifieds@eastoregonian.com or legals@eastoregonian.com

NEWS
+ To submit news tips and press releases: * call 541-966-0818 «

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211
Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

www.eastoregonian.com

To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255
or go online to www.eastoregonian.com
and click on ‘Subscribe’

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday, Monday
and Dec. 25, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR. Postmaster: send address changes to
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Copyright © 2017, EO Media Group

before noon Tuesday through Friday
or before 10 a.m. Saturday
for same-day redelivery

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 541-564-4531 « jjewett@eastoregonian.com
Local home delivery  Savings off cover price + Dayle Stinson
EZZSaeyeks $?;gg7 ﬂ ngzm 541-278-2670 + dstinson@eastoregonian.com
26 weeks $91.86 38 percent * Angela Treadwell
13 weeks $47.77 36 percent 541-966-0827 + atreadwell@eastoregonian.com
*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit or debit card/check charge + Audra Workman

Single copy price:
$1 Tuesday through Friday, $1.50 Saturday

Multimedia Consultants:

+ Kimberly Macias

541-278-2683 + kmacias@eastoregonian.com
+ Jeanne Jewett

541-564-4538+ aworkman@eastoregonian.com

fax 541-276-8314 + email news@eastoregonian.com

+ To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News:
email community@eastoregonian.com or call Tammy Malgesini at
541-564-4539 or Renee Struthers at 541-966-0818.

+ To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:

email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit www.eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements

+ To submit a Letter to the Editor: mail to Managing Editor Daniel
Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email
editor@eastoregonian.com.

+ To submit sports or outdoors information or tips:

541-966-0838 + sports@eastoregonian.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Production Manager: Mike Jensen
541-215-0824 + mjensen@eastoregonian.com

A W th m F t REGIONAL CITIES NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY
ccu ea er'co orecas Today Sun. Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY Hi LoW Hi LoW DNT N ]
Astoria 69 50 c 64 50 r {
. Baker City 67 35 pc 75 41 pc
e J J
J-*i L_-:'J o - e Bend 70 40 pc 72 44 ¢
V| "—" "—J' '—" ‘—" :‘—" Brookings 63 50 s 63 54 pc
< i LA 1y YEE J ¢ Burns 65 33 pc 73 38 pc
4 Enterprise 65 38 pc 71 47 pc
Eugene 76 47 pc 68 50 r
Partly sunny and More clouds than Cloudy, showers Cool with periods Mostly cloudy, Heppner 70 45 pc 74 51 ¢
A i o i o Hermiston 74 41 pc 77 54 ¢
beautiful sunshine around; cooler of rain showers; breezy John Day 69 44 pc B
Klamath Falls 72 36 s 71 42 s
La Grande 67 38 pc 74 48 pc K
72° 44° 75° 53° 640 49o 640 49o 590 480 Meacham 65 37 Ec 72 46 EC - ‘7“;76‘;“ eles
Medford 80 48 s 77 53 s ‘R
Newport 63 50 c 61 50 r
74° 41° 77° 54° 69° 51° 70° 52° 64° 50° North Bend 64 51 pc 65 541
\ G Ty Ontario 68 43 pc 77 50 pc
SN Seattl T Pasco 75 42 pc 75 51 ¢
ALMANAC ~ {4 476/53  Wenatchee Spokane : Pendleton 72 44 pc 75 53¢
%:( ol 66/45 ® Portland 79 53 pc 69 53 r
PENDLETON ANV - ' Tacoma M | Redmond 72 36 pc 74 42
o oses S
through 3 p.m. yesterday . 76/46 Lake ® = 4P l Salem 79 49 pc 68 52 r 10s
TEMPERATURE Aberdeen. o|yn1.pia Yakima CLe ’:’ = Pu-lman SPOkane 66 45 pc 70 48 c T\\ T{— s . e e
70/52 78/46 72/42 TESS 67184 Ukiah 67 36 pc 71 45 ¢ SN N8N %% LA A REA T vV aaa A2 QO
HIGH LOW N A 74/41 f .J Vancouver 78 50 pc 68 53 r showers t-storms  rain flurries  snow ice coldfront  warmfront stationary front high low
Il?:;rad'iy ;go ggo e 77/590 A Kennewick Walla Walla %T(Iilri\:’a”a ;i i] pz ;g 4512 rpc National Summary: Storms will dot the Deep South today. Severe storms will fire from the
Records 99°(2013)32°(1921) AstoriaL i ® 3 - 2’5 73/41 ® 73/51 Leug}_ton P ;(Ien_tral PI(;aiEstl(().thewestern Great Lakes as cool and wet weather lingers over the northern
-5 8 .f ains and Rockies.
PRECIPITATION Gl Portlal.'ld ,“‘\‘ He/’fT g:t/erp}‘ise WORLD CITIES g i i
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00" .a.\//“"-\.,_/ rmiston @ _ Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)
79/53 Pendleton 65/38 Today Sun. - o o :
Month to date Trace The Dalles 74/41 e Hi Lo W Hi Lo w High102°in Laredo, Texas Low 27°in Sunriver, Ore.
Normal month to date 0.23" J 79/47 Beijing 85 58 pc 85 56 s
Year to date 11.37" ‘*j"ﬂ .Salem La Grande Hong Kong 93 83 t 93 82 s NATIONAI- CITIES
Last year to date 7.69" SThas®  79/49 SN 67/38 Jerusalem 81 63s 83 64 s Toda sun Toda sun
Normal year to date 8.61" ® ®Alban - = London 59 46 sh 63 49 pc ) Yy . . ) y ) .
Gouatlis y E A Mexico City 76 58 pc 75 58 pc Hi Lo W Hi Lo W Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
HERMISTON 78/46 78/47 S Joh.n Da %ﬁ\\ N iosa 61 49 pc 61 54 r Albuquerque 82 59 s 81 58 s Louisville 86 66 s 86 68 pc
through 3 pm. yesterday ° 60/44 y 4 ‘ Paris 61 45 t 58 45 t AtIantfa i 85 67 pc 86 66 pc Mgmphis 88 72 pc 88 72 pc
TEMPERATURE Eugene Bend Ontario Y Rome 78 65 t 73 58 pc AtIaptlcClty 79 68 pc 78 67 pc M!aml 91 78 pc 91 76 t
76/47 70/40 68/43 | Saoul 81 61 pc 81 59 s Baltimore 83 64 pc 82 64 pc  Milwaukee 82 68 s 79 58 t
HIGH LOW ° ci Sydney 71 48 pc 64 50 s Billings 50 38 r 67 46 pc  Minneapolis 82 55t 68 54 pc
Yesterday 74° 41° Burns Caldwell Tokyo 76 68 ¢ 75 72 ¢ Birmingham 85 68 pc 8 67 pc Nashville 88 65 s 88 66 pc
Normals 79° 48° SN} 65/33 68/‘*4 Boise 66 48 pc 77 53 pc  New Orleans 88 74 pc 89 74 pc
Records 97°(2013) 32°(1934) e :‘r 2 | WINDS Boston 77 63 pc 75 62 pc  New York City 80 67 ¢ 79 66 c
- Z “ t‘ Charleston, SC 87 69 85 69 Oklah Cit 89 69 85 67
PRECIPITATION s;r% Medford .\ S ! —. Tod Sund Charleston WV 82 60 pc 84 60 pc  Omaha 84 531 74 61 ¢
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00" AN 83/48 = 2 (in mph) oday unday  chicago 87 69s 8 61 c Philadelphia 85 68 pc 82 66 pc
Month to date 0.00" Klamath Falls .«,ri; | Boardman NE 4-8 SW 6-12 Cleveland 81 63 s 83 63 s Phoenix 98 77 s 99 74 s
Normal month to date 0.18" N 72/36 SR I Pendleton NNE 4-8 W4-8 Dallas 95 75 pc 94 74s  Portland, ME 78 58 pc 75 57 pc
Year to date 6.65" & | Denver 72 50 ¢ 77 51 pc  Providence 82 63 pc 80 62 pc
Last year to date 5.40" Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. UV'NDEX TODAY EDIe;rOit 81 61 s 82 64 s Ealeic?le 85 64 pc 83 65 pc
m aso 90 66 s 90 66 s apid City 56 36 r 71 45 pc
Normal year to date 6.30 REGIONAL FORECAST Fairbanks 63 42 pc 61 40 s Reno 76 48 s 81 48 s
SUN AND MOON 1 3 4 4 '3 1 Fargo 60 44 r 64 49 pc  Sacramento 85 55 s 85 57 s
Sunrise today 6:35a.m. Coastal Oregon: Mostly cloudy today, Eastern Washington: Partly sunny today. Honolulu 88 76 pc 87 76 s 5t~IL0UE 90 70 s 87 69 pc
: 04nm  exceptsunny to partly cloudy in the south.  Mainly cloudy tonight, except partly cloud Houston 91 70 pc 91 75 pc  SaltLake City 67 50 pc 75 59 pc
Sunset_tonlqht 7:04 p.m. P yioparty Y towarZitheCZscadgs prparty y 8am.10am. Noon 2p.m. 4p.m. ?p'm' Indianapolis 86 65 s 87 67 pc  SanDiego 74 65 pc 74 65 pc
Moonrise today 2:25am. ’ 0-2,Low  3-5 Moderate ~ 6-7, High; Jacksonville 87 70 pc 86 69 pc  San Francisco 74 58 pc 74 62 pc
Moonset today 5:19 p.m. Eastern and Central Oregon: Partly sunny Cascades: Variable cloudiness today, except 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme Kansas City 86 62 s 78 64 Seattle 76 53 ¢ 64 52 r
New First Full Last today;pleasantacrossthenorthandinthe sunpieracrossthenorth Patchy clouds The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num- Las Vegas 9 70 s 9 70 s Tucson 95 69 s 97 69 s
i . south. Partly cloudy tonight. tonight. ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. Little Rock 90 69 pc 90 70 pc  Washington,DC 85 68 pc 84 68 pc
- - . Western Washington: Mostly cloudy today, ~ Northern California: Mostly sunny today; Los Angeles 79 63 pc 77 62 pc  Wichita 91 62 s 80 64 t
S L s/ . butsunnier across the south. Mostly cloudy  cold in the interior mountains. Clear tonight. Forecasts and graphics provided by Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
Sep19 Sep27  Oct5 Oct12  tonight. AccuWeather, Inc. ©2017 sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



