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central parts today; times of clouds and sun
elsewhere.

Colder in the interior mountains; pleasant
at the coast.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Oregon secretary of state seeks
presidential primary date change

SALEM  (AP) — anditis advocated for Oregonians in
Oregon’s secretary of state by Washington’s terms of cost-ben-
is asking lawmakers to secretary of state. efit.”
move Oregon’s presidential “Currently, The financial
election primary two months only a handful cost to Oregon
forward to March, so Orego- of states vote under  Richard-
nians can have a greater say for president son’s proposal
onwho the nominees willbe. after ~ Oregon’s would be holding

In a letter to Oregon’s May  primary,” only a presidential
political leaders, Dennis Richardson wrote E= primary in March.
Richardson, who is also on Wednesday to Richardson Candidates  for
Oregon’s chief elections Gov. Kate Brown other offices could

Genna Martin /seattlepi.com via AP, File
In this Sept. 5 photo, the Eagle Creek wildfire burns on the Oregon side of the
Columbia River Gorge near Cascade Locks. Wildfires that have blackened more than
thousands of square miles across the American West have also ignited calls, includ-
ing from Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, for thinning of forests that have become so
choked with trees that they’re at “powder keg levels.”

Forest Service spends record
$2 Billion battling forest fires

By MATTHEW DALY
and DAN ELLIOTT
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Forest Service has spent
more than $2 billion battling
forest fires around the
country — a record as wild-
fires blacken the American
West in one of the nation’s
worst fire seasons.

Wildfires have ravaged
the West this summer with
64 large fires burning across
10 states as of Thursday,
including 21 fires in
Montana and 18 in Oregon.
In all, 48,607 wildfires have
burned nearly 13,000 square
miles.

The fires have stretched
firefighting resources,
destroyed more than 500
homes and triggered health
alerts as choking smoke
drifted across the West.

The Forest Service, part
of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, is the nation’s
primary firefighting agency.

Agriculture  Secretary
Sonny Perdue said the
severe fire season means
officials “end up having to
hoard all of the money that is
intended for fire prevention,
because we’re afraid we’re
going to need it to actually

fight fires.”

The emphasis on fire-
fighting means that money
for prescribed burns, insect
control and other prevention
efforts is diverted to putting
out fires in what Perdue
called a self-defeating cycle.
The end result is that small
trees and vegetation remain
in the forest for future fires
to feed on.

“That’s  wrong, and
that’s no way to manage
the Forest Service,” Perdue
said.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment has been asking
Congress for years to
change the way firefighting
is funded so the Forest
Service does not have to
raid non-fire programs.

The spending figure
announced Thursday marks

the first time wildfire
spending by the Forest
Service has topped $2

billion. The previous record
was $1.7 billion in 2015.

The figures do not
include spending by Interior
Department agencies such
as the Bureau of Land
Management and National
Park Service, nor do they
include spending by state
and local governments.

The Interior Depart-

ment says it has spent at
least $391 million with
several weeks left in the
fire season. The previous
record for combined federal
firefighting costs was $2.1
billion in 2015.

Some previous years
have had bigger areas burn
but lower costs to fight fires.

“The level of continuous
activity and the length of
the fire season is driving
our costs,” Forest Service
spokeswoman Babete
Anderson said.

Parts of the West have
suffered through above-av-
erage fires for months, she
said.

This year’s fires have
renewed discussions about
thinning overgrown forests
to reduce the risk.

Forest fuels are at
“powder keg levels,”
said Paul Hessburg Sr., a
Forest Service research
landscape ecologist.
Hessburg ~ will  present

“Era of Megafires” in Pend-
leton next month.

Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke on Tuesday directed
land managers and park
superintendents  in  his
department to be more
aggressive in cutting down
small trees and underbrush.

officer, asked for support in
urging the state Legislature
to change the date.

The request raises the
possibility that all three states
on America’s West Coast
could have presidential
primaries in March 2020,
which would generate more
national attention, and more
visits by candidates wooing
voters.

“Both  California and
Washington are considering
legislation to move their pres-
idential primaries to March,”
Richardson wrote. “I believe
that Oregon should do the
same in the 2018 session.”

The California Legisla-
ture might move America’s
most populous state’s pres-
idential primary this week
to what’s known as Super
Tuesday, a day when several
states hold primaries. Wash-
ington state lawmakers have
also considered moving up
the primary in that state,

and Republican and Demo-
cratic legislative leaders.
“With our late primary date,
both math and momentum
usually prevent Oregonians
from having a meaningful
say in selecting presidential
nominees.”

Richardson said a change
could also give Oregonians
more access to campaigning
candidates, who frequently
visit states that have early
primaries, like lowa and
New Hampshire.

On May 17,2016, Bernie
Sanders won the Democratic
primary in Oregon. Donald
Trump won the Republican
one.

Jonathan Lockwood,
spokesman for the Oregon
state  Senate Republican

caucus, said of Richardson’s
proposal: “We are excited
about being a greater part
of the national presidential
conversation and we are
reviewing what this means

continue to be nominated in
May, to avoid interference
in the 2020 legislative
session, he said. Lawmakers
would presumably be more
focused on passing bills
than campaigning during the
legislative session, which in
even years generally starts in
February and runs through
early March.

California held its last
presidential primary on June
7,2016. A bill in that state’s
Legislature would move the
primary to the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in
March, which is Super
Tuesday.

“A state as populous and
diverse as California should
not be an afterthought,”
California  Secretary  of
State Alex Padilla said in
April. “Moving up the
California primary in 2020
makes sense and will give
California voters a more
significant role.”

Araya Edmiston’s name was misspelled in several instances in the article “Western wishes”
(Sept. 14, 1A). The tickets to the Round-Up kick-off concert were donated by the Round-Up
Association, not the Children’s Western Wish Foundation. Incorrect information was provided
to the East Oregonian. The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets
any errors. If you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

Corrections
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