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Eight die at Florida
nursing home in Irma’s

sweltering aftermath

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. (AP) — Eight
patients at a sweltering nursing home died
after Hurricane Irma knocked out the air
conditioning, raising fears Wednesday
about the safety of Florida’s 4 million senior
citizens amid power outages that could last
for days.

Hollywood Police Chief Tom Sanchez
said investigators believe the deaths at the
Rehabilitation Center at Hollywood Hills
were heat-related, and added: “The building
has been sealed off and we are conducting a
criminal investigation.”

Gov. Rick Scott called on Florida
emergency workers to immediately check on
all nursing homes to make sure patients are
safe, and he vowed to punish anyone found
culpable in the deaths.

“This situation is unfathomable,” he said.

The home said in a statement that the
hurricane had knocked out a transformer that
powered the AC.

The five women and three men ranged in
age from the 70s to 99.

Exactly how the deaths happened was
under investigation, with Sanchez saying
authorities have not ruled anything out,
including carbon monoxide poisoning from
generators. He also said investigators will
look into how many windows were open.

Across the street from the stifling nursing
home sat a fully air-conditioned hospital,
Memorial Regional.

Democrats say they have
deal with Trump
on young immigrants

WASHINGTON (AP) — The top House
and Senate Democrats said Wednesday
they had reached agreement with President
Donald Trump to protect thousands of
younger immigrants from deportation and
fund some border security enhancements —
not including Trump’s long-sought border
wall.

The agreement, the latest instance of
Trump ditching his own party to make
common cause with the opposition, was
announced by Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer and House Democratic
Leader Nancy Pelosi following a White
House dinner that Republican lawmakers
weren’t invited to attend. It would
enshrine protections for the nearly 800,000
immigrants brought illegally to this country
as kids who had benefited from former
President Barack Obama’s Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, program,
which provided temporary work permits and
shielded recipients from deportation.

Trump ended the program earlier this
month and gave Congress six months to
come up with a legislative fix before the
statuses of the so-called “Dreamers” begin to
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expire.

“We agreed to enshrine the protections
of DACA into law quickly, and to work out
a package of border security, excluding the
wall, that’s acceptable to both sides,” Pelosi
and Schumer said in a joint statement.

White House Press Secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders partially disputed their
characterization, saying over Twitter that
“excluding the wall was certainly not agreed
to.”

Either way, it was the second time in
two weeks that Trump cut out Republicans
to reach a deal with Pelosi and Schumer.

A person briefed on the meeting, who
demanded anonymity to discuss it, said the
deal specifies bipartisan legislation called
the DREAM Act that provides eventual
citizenship for the young immigrants.

Sanders would make
government health care

role even bigger

WASHINGTON (AP) — In an animated,
campaign-style rally, Sen. Bernie Sanders
unwrapped his plan to remake the nation’s
convoluted health care system into federally
run health insurance Wednesday — a costly
proposal embraced by liberal activists
hoping to steer the Democratic Party in
upcoming elections.

The Vermont independent’s plan would
hand government a dominant role in
insuring Americans, a crucial step, he said,
in guaranteeing health care for all. Census
Bureau data this week showed the proportion
of people lacking policies falling to 8.8 percent
last year under “Obamacare,” the lowest level
ever recorded, but he called it an “international
disgrace” that not all Americans have coverage.
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Mike Stocker/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP
A home in Duck Key, Fla., sustained significant damage from Hurricane Irma, Sept.
13. Irma laid waste to beautiful Caribbean islands and caused historic destruction
across Florida. The cleanup will take weeks; recovery will take months.

Though Sanders’ plan is going nowhere
in the current GOP-controlled Congress, he
drew a big crowd to a packed and electrified
Senate hearing room.

Hours earlier, Republican senators
unveiled their own last-ditch, long-shot plan
to scuttle President Barack Obama’s 2010
statute and practically begged the White
House to help.

“Pick up the phone” and ask governors to
support the repeal effort, said Sen. Lindsey
Graham, R-S.C., aiming his remarks at
President Donald Trump. “Tell them this
matters to you, that you weren’t kidding
about repealing and replacing Obamacare,
that you actually meant it.”

Shortly afterward, Trump issued a
statement saying “I sincerely hope” the effort
by Graham and three other GOP senators

will

succeed.

EPA head: No renewable
fuel promise made to ex-

Trump adviser

DETROIT (AP) — Environmental
Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt has
told a group of senators he never made any
promises to billionaire investor Carl Icahn
about renewable fuel credits that were costing
one of Icahn’s companies millions of dollars.
Pruitt was responding to letters from
five senators looking into potential conflicts
of interest involving Icahn, who resigned
in August as a special adviser to President
Donald Trump on regulatory reform. The
senators, all Democrats, had questions about
Icahn’s role in shaping policy about obscure
rules that require oil refineries to blend
ethanol into gasoline.
Icahn resigned shortly before The New

Yorker published a story detailing potential
conflicts and even possible criminal law
violations involving refining rules.

In 2012, Icahn bought an 82 percent stake
in CVR Energy, a refinery in Sugar Land,
Texas. To comply with regulations designed
to promote use of ethanol, refiners must
blend the renewable fuel with their gasoline
or buy credits from other refiners that are
called “Renewable Identification Numbers.”

When Icahn bought his stake, the credits
were cheap, about 5 cents each. Rather than
equip refineries to add ethanol, CVR just
purchased credits. But by 2016 CVR was
spending $200 million per year on them, and
its stock value had dropped 70 percent from
the prior year, the magazine wrote.

As Rohingya flee,
Myanmar’s Suu Kyi
skips U.N. meeting

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh (AP) —
With Myanmar drawing condemnation for
violence that has driven nearly 380,000
Rohingya Muslims to flee the country, the
government said Wednesday its leader, Aung
San Suu Kyi, will skip this month’s U.N.
General Assembly meetings.

Suu Kyi will miss the assembly’s
ministerial session, which opens Sept. 19 and
runs through Sept. 25, in order to address
domestic security issues, according to
presidential office spokesman Zaw Htay.

The U.N. Security Council condemned
the violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State
that sparked the mass exodus. Members
called for “immediate steps to end the
violence” and efforts to de-escalate the
situation, ensure protection of civilians and
resolve the refugee problem.

Britain’s U.N. Ambassador Matthew
Rycroft said the council’s press statement,
which followed closed-door consultations,
was the first statement the U.N.’s most
powerful body has made in nine years on
the situation in Myanmar. He called it “an
important first step.”

While the Security Council was meeting,
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
told reporters that ethnic cleansing is taking
place against the Rohingyas.

He urged Myanmar’s government to
suspend military action, end the violence,
uphold the rule of law and allow the
Rohingyas, who were stripped of citizenship
years ago, to return home.

Suu Kyi’s appearance at last year’s
General Assembly was a landmark: her first
since her party won elections in 2015 and
replaced a military-dominated government.
Even then, however, she faced criticism over
Myanmar’s treatment of Rohingya Muslims,
whose name she did not utter.

Members of the ethnic group are
commonly referred to as “Bengalis” by
many in Buddhist-majority Myanmar
who insist they migrated illegally from
Bangladesh.
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