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Task force re

Local firefighters
help protect homes

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

After nine grueling days
working to protect homes
from the massive FEagle
Creek fire in the Columbia
River Gorge west of Hood
River, local firefighters
returned home Tuesday
afternoon, exhausted but
unscathed.

The blaze, which has
grown to nearly 35,600
acres, started Saturday, Sept.
2 and is now 11 percent
contained. It is one of 113
large wildfires burning in
Oregon and Washington,
totaling more than 1 million
acres.

With so many fires
straining resources around
the region, the Oregon
State Fire Marshal has
called upon county crews
to help fight the flames and
keep communities safe. On
Monday, Sept. 4, a task force
from Umatilla, Morrow
and Union counties was
deployed to Cascade Locks,
where the Eagle Creek fire
was creeping uncomfortably
close to town.

No sooner did they arrive
than the inferno made its
first big run, fanned by
strong winds that pushed the
fire 14 miles west to Corbett
in a matter of hours. Casey
Zellars, lieutenant  with

urns

the Boardman Rural Fire
Protection District and task
force leader, said the scene
early on was utter chaos.

“Everything was
progressing really  fast,”
Zellars said. “We were a
little sleep deprived.”

As task force leader, it
was Zellars’ job to oversee
a team of 16 personnel, four
fire engines and one water
tender, while also reporting
to incident commanders
to make sure tactical
objectives were being met.
Resources  were  pulled

together from Boardman
as well as Umatilla County
Fire District in Hermiston,
Umatilla Rural Fire Protec-
tion District and La Grande
Rural Fire District.

Their job, Zellars said,
was structure protection
— specifically, helping resi-
dents to create a buffer space
around their homes in case
the fire approached.

“We did a lot of assessing
homes to see if we could
make them more defen-
sible,” he said.

Zellars  estimates the

Genna Martin/seattlepi.com via AP
Fire crews work to protect Multnomah Falls and the Multnomah Falls Lodge, which
was built in 1925, from the Eagle Creek Fire, Sept 6, near Troutdale. The lodge sur-
vived the worst of the fire, but hot spots continue to burn and trees continue to fall
from the hills nearby.

task force assisted in safe-
guarding 250 homes from
Corbett to west of Hood
River, doing things like
cleaning gutters, trimming
trees, removing propane
tanks from near houses and
setting sprinklers.

“We just have to think
outside the box a little bit
about what our game plan is
going to be, because things
can change in an instant,”
Zellars said.

Jesse Brown, a firefighter
and medic with Umatilla
County Fire District, said

“Everything
was progress-
ing really fast.
We were a little
sleep deprived.”

— Casey Zellars,
lieutenant with the Boardman
Rural Fire Protection District

the team was put to the
challenge right off the
bat. At about 1:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, Sept. 5, they were
roused from their sleep and
alerted that the blaze was on
the move, forcing them to
scramble to get ahead of the
situation.

The Eagle Creek fire has
destroyed four houses in
the Gorge as of Saturday,
according  to  reports.
Witnesses say the fire was
started by a group of teen-
agers lighting and tossing
fireworks into Eagle Creek
Canyon, though no charges
have been filed and the offi-
cial cause of the fire is listed
as “unknown.”

Brown said the task force
had to work quickly to orient
themselves with the land-
scape and fuel types, which
differ widely from Eastern
Oregon.

“Not knowing the area
and not knowing what
we were heading into, we
weren’t sure what we could
expect,” Brown said. “We

from Eagle Creek fire

were playing catchup the
first day and a half, trying to
get ahead of the fire. Then it
was kind of playing on our
terms.”

By removing woody
debris and fire fuels from
around homes in the area,
Brown said it gave them the
best chance to weather the
potential firestorm. Working
together with task forces
from Clackamas, Polk and
Marion counties, the local
crews were able to assess
the entire area west of Hood
River.

In return, Zellars said
the community of Corbett
banded together to make
sure the firefighters were
well fed and taken care of.

“They fed us breakfast
and dinner every night,”
Zellars  said.  “Just the
support out of the Corbett
community, [’ve never seen
anything like that. It was just
overwhelming.”

The task force was
released Tuesday morning,
and are set to return to
work at their home stations.
Zellars said they are tired,
but otherwise safe and
sound.

“Nine days of sleeping
on the ground is enough,”
he said with a laugh. “But
we’re in good spirits. Our
whole task force works well
together.”

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.

For $500, state gives voter list to fraud commission

SALEM (AP) — Oregon
officials have handed over
a statewide list of voters to

paying the $500

Oregon policy

President Donald Trump’s
commission investigating
allegations of voter fraud, for noted.
a $500 fee.
Made  available  were commission vice

and Kansas Sec
Kris Kobach

names, addresses, registration
dates and status, birth year,
precinct name and political
party affiliation. But infor-
mation that was not disclosed
included Social Security and
driver’s license numbers or
how a person voted.

Oregon Secretary of State

Oregon.
Kobach and

not for commercial purposes.

disclosure of the information
that was withheld, the office

Richardson has already told

“very little evidence” of voter
fraud or registration fraud in

sion on Tuesday visited New
Hampshire, where he said he’s
no longer certain that fraudu-

,as longasit’s that New Hampshire allows
college students and others
to vote in the state without
getting driver’s licenses if they
consider the state their home.
Two members of Oregon’s
congressional delegation and
Gov. Kate Brown had urged
Richardson, a Republican in
Democratic-leaning  Oregon,
to refuse the request that went
to secretaries of state around
the country earlier this year.
Trump, who lost the
popular vote in the 2016
presidential election, created
the commission through an

also prohibits

chairman
retary of State
that there is

the commis-
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PENDLETON — The two men
Pendleton police arrested Monday
evening after their car crashed on railroad
tracks faced charges Tuesday.
Joseph Higheagle Jr, and Delbert
Edwin Ferraris, both 30 and Pendleton
residents, had arraignments Tuesday
in Umatilla County Circuit Court,
Pendleton. Court records show they
appeared in court via video from the
county jail.
Higheagle faces charges of first- and
second-degree criminal trespassing for

PENDLETON

Suspects from car crash face charges

and faces the following charges: felony
and misdemeanor attempting to elude a

police officer; driving under the influence
of intoxicants
endangering another person; reckless

(alcohol);  recklessly

driving; and driving while suspended or

revoked.

Pendleton Police Chief Stuart Roberts
reported the two were in a car that fled
an officer, then crashed moments later
on railroad tracks near Southeast Fourth
Street. The pair remain in the Pendleton

jail, although the court approved a

conditional release for Higheagle and set
bail for Ferraris at $40,000.

Dennis Richardson’s office lent out-of-state voters led to executive order in May. He being on Unioq Paciﬁq Railroad CO- Editor’s note: The story on the cras%z
said in a statement Friday a Democrat’s victory ina U.S. has said voter fraud existed property and trying to hide from police and arrest that appeared in Tuesday s
that Oregon law requires Senate race in New Hamp- in the election that he won by on private property at 515 S.E. Fourth St.  paper misspelled Ferraris’ last name.
disclosure of the list to anyone shire. Kobach acknowledged Electoral College votes. Ferraris also appeared in jail via video ~ The East Oregonian regrets the error:
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