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Clear tonight. Plenty of sun tomorrow. day; very hot in central parts. Clear tonight. Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,

sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Oregon Health Authority says it has
cleared its Medicaid eligibility backlog

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — The state’s health
authority said Thursday that it has
cleaned up its Medicaid rolls, termi-
nating more than 54,000 people from
the program.

In recent months state auditors
raised concerns that Oregon Health
Plan — the Medicaid program that
provides health care coverage to the
poor and other qualifying groups —
was providing benefits to members who
no longer qualified.

Oregon Health Plan patients must
go through an annual process — called
“redetermination” to have their
eligibility confirmed. Oregon had fallen
behind on those redeterminations and
by late May had a backlog of roughly
115,000 people.

Of'that group, the agency announced
Thursday that it found that 60,353
people were still eligible for the
program.

But 22,937 plan participants were
found to no longer qualify for the
program, while 31,895 cases were
closed due to a lack of response.

Altogether, the agency says that
the closures due to patients no longer
qualifying for the program account for
less than 2 percent of the more than 1
million people on the Oregon Health
Plan and will not affect the state’s
current two-year budget.

Auditors said in May that each

Medicaid enrollee in Oregon costs, on
average, about $430 per month.

Additionally, the agency claims that
all current participants are now on a
“regular review cycle,” and a backlog
will not continue.

According to the OHA, Oregon
Health Plan participants will have their
eligibility re-checked automatically by
the state’s new system, which is an effort
to integrate the eligibility determination
process for various safety net programs
administered by OHA and the Oregon
Department of Human Services.

It seems that the Oregon Health
Authority is eager to put the episode
behind it. I the report detailing comple-
tion of the project, the agency pinned
the backlog issue on the failure of
Cover Oregon, which was supposed to
be a state-run health insurance market-
place. Cover Oregon, a costly failure
under former Gov. John Kitzhaber, was
also expected to perform eligibility
renewals for Medicaid.

“These nearly 1 million Medicaid
renewals conclude and complete
the state’s recovery from the failure
of Cover Oregon,” the report said,
adding that Cover Oregon’s collapse
and the dramatic expansion of the
state’s Medicaid population under the
Affordable Care Act “overwhelmed”
the state’s health system.

The report caps off the tenure of
OHA Director Lynne Saxton, who was
asked to resign by Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown after revelations of a public rela-

“These nearly

1 million Medicaid
renewals complete the
state’s recovery from the

failure of Cover Oregon.”
— Oregon Health Authority

tions and media campaign to discredit
a Portland-area Medicaid provider
surfaced in early August.

Patrick Allen, formerly the head of
the Department of Consumer and Busi-
ness Services, has been named acting
director of OHA.

The news comes as a group of
Oregon House Republicans continues
to collect signatures to refer Oregon’s
plan for funding Medicaid to the ballot.

The legislation in question, House
Bill 2391, outlines assorted revenues
to pay for the state’s program; the
petitioners want to refer parts of the
legislation, such as a 1.5 percent tax
on health insurance premiums, to the
ballot.

Their deadline to gather nearly
59,000 signatures is Oct. 5. If the
petitioners are successful, the issue will
go to the ballot in a special election
Jan. 23. A committee was appointed
by the Oregon Senate President and
Speaker of the House this week to write
the ballot title.

Trial date set for Cliven Bundy, 6 others

By KEN RITTER
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — An October date
was set on Thursday for the trial of
Nevada cattleman and state’s rights
figure Cliven Bundy and
six other defendants in
an armed standoff that
stopped government
agents from rounding up
Bundy cattle near Bunker-
ville in 2014.

Jury selection will start Oct. 10 in
Las Vegas for Bundy, two of his sons
and four other men, Chief U.S. District
Judge Gloria Navarro decided.

The trial will include two defendants
who were released to home detention
after their recent retrial ended with no
verdicts on assault on a federal officer
and related firearm charges, but acquittal
on other charges.

One Bundy son, Ammon Bundy,
refused to be brought to court for the
hearing from federal custody. His

Trial is set

for Oct. 10

lawyer, Daniel Hill, said his client
objects to being strip-searched when he
is transported.

Another Bundy son, Ryan Bundy,
serving as his own lawyer, told the
judge that he deserved to be released
after spending more than
18 months in federal
custody, and that his right
to a speedy trial has been
“violated terribly.”

The judge said she
would hold hearings in
coming weeks to consider those issues.

Trial for Cliven Bundy, his two eldest
sons and defendants Ryan Payne of
Anaconda, Montana, and Peter Santilli
of Cincinnati represents the main event
in the case arising from the April 2014
standoff about 80 miles northeast of Las
Vegas.

The five are accused of leading a
conspiracy to enlist self-styled militia
members to prevent federal agents from
enforcing court orders to remove Bundy
cattle from what is now Gold Butte

in Nevada standoff

National Monument.

Bundy says he doesn’t recognize
federal authority over public land where
he says his family grazed cattle since the
early 1900s.

The federal Bureau of Land Manage-
ment says Bundy racked up more than
$1.1 million in unpaid grazing fees and
penalties over two decades before the
cattle roundup began.

The Bundys, Santilli and Payne each
face 15 charges including conspiracy,
assault and threats against federal offi-
cers, firearms counts, obstruction and
extortion. Convictions on all charges
carry the possibility of many more than
100 years in federal prison.
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BRIEFLY

Wildfires cancel
September’s
Cycle Oregon ride

PORTLAND (AP)
— The 30th edition
of the Cycle Oregon
recreational bike ride has
been canceled because of
wildfires.

Cycle Oregon
executive director Steve
Schulz announced
the news Thursday,
citing fire danger and
unhealthy, smoke-filled
air. He said the event’s
first-ever cancellation
is a disappointment, but
“sometimes the risks far
outweigh the potential
benefits.”

The annual event
attracts about 2,000 riders
and takes place in different
part of the state.

This year’s ride had
been scheduled to start
Sept. 9 in Central Oregon
and end there a week later.
Riders would have covered
490 miles, much of it in
areas where firefighters
are expected to be battling
wildfires for the next
several weeks.

Oregon court
rules couple
must surgically
‘debark’ dogs

PORTLAND (AP) —
An Oregon court ruled
a couple must have their
dogs surgically “debarked”
after causing their
neighbors several years of
disruption.

The Oregon Court
of Appeals determined

Wednesday that the
devocalization operations
were necessary since

the dogs’ owners,

Karen Szewc and John
Updegraff, had not done
enough to quiet the Tibetan
and Pyrenean Mastifts
dogs, The Oregonian/
OregonLive reported. The
surgery involves cutting an
animal’s vocal cords and is
banned in six states under
certain circumstances,
according to the American
Veterinary Medical
Association.

Neighbors Debra and
Dale Krein of Rogue
River decided to file the
lawsuit as a last resort
after enduring more than a
decade of nuisance barking
by six or more dogs. The
loud barking begins as
early as 5 a.m. and has
caused the family and their
guests discomfort to the
point where the children
dread coming home,
according the Kreins.

The dogs bark when
they sense predators and
are necessary to keep
the livestock on her rural
southern Oregon property
protected, Szewc said in
an interview with The
Oregonian/OregonLive.

“The dogs are my
employees,” she said. “We
do not have the dogs to
harass the neighbors. We
have the dogs to protect
our sheep.”

County hearings
officer Donald Rubenstein
determined that the Szewc
and Updegraft’s land did
not qualify for farm-use
laws that permit the sound
of barking dogs.
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