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Harvey repeats devastation back
on shore in Texas, Louisiana

By JEFF AMY and
ADAM KEALOHA CAUSEY
Associated Press

ORANGE, Texas — A weaker
Harvey replicated its devastating roll
Wednesday, returning to shore with a
deluge of rain that inundated homes and
highways and left police and govern-
ment officials struggling to pluck people
from the water.

The Texas-Louisiana border bore the
brunt of Harvey’s second coming, this
time as a tropical storm before it was
downgraded Wednesday night to a trop-
ical depression. It caused a repeat of the
flooding endured by Houston, its suburbs
and nearby beach towns when it made
first landfall last week as a Category 4
hurricane before meandering back to the
Gulf of Mexico. It has dumped up to 50
inches of rain in spots, leaving more than
20 dead.

But as Houston got its first glimpses
of sunlight in days, areas to the east that
had already seen rain were waking up to
even more — and to waterlogged homes.

Orange, Texas, resident Mike Henry
said he went to bed Tuesday with water
only in his yard. He woke up to rain
falling so hard it sounded like a “power
washer.” And then it quickly started
seeping into his house.

“I kept marking it on the wall, every
15 minutes,” Henry said. It leveled off
at 1 foot.

A neighbor delivered him, his long-
time girlfriend, Rose Marie Carpenter,
and her dog, Maggie May, to dry ground
— first in a truck, and then in a boat.
They were trying to figure out what to
do next as they waited along Interstate
10, where ambulances were taking the
medically fragile to Louisiana. But
many on the freeway didn’t want to head
there because they wouldn’t take dogs.
Carpenter uses a wheelchair, and Henry
said he wasn’t sure where they would go.

Some motorists were stranded along
elevated I-10 for nearly 24 hours after
they pulled off the freeway, but couldn’t
re-enter when the ramps flooded. In
Orange, more than two dozen vehicles
—including a news truck — clustered
around a closed convenience store when
they could not return to the freeway.

Erin Gaudet of nearby Beaumont,
Texas, said she went home to pick up
her kitten, then they spent the night in
her SUV. She said she plans to name the
kitten Harvey.

Police in Beaumont and Port Arthur,
Texas, were recruiting anyone with

“I was just wonder-
ing if it was going to

Ryan Pelham/The Beaumont Enterprise via AP
Volunteers help evacuate children from flooding due to Tropical Storm
Harvey in Beaumont, Texas on Wednesday. Gov. Greg Abbott said
Wednesday that “the worst is not over” for southeastern Texas as
widespread flooding continues.

to get any higher,” said resident Madison
Selph, 87. He said he could tell water
had stopped rising by looking at a shed
across the parking lot.

Rescuers carried the residents out
one-by-one, floating them to high-clear-

get any higher.”
— Madison Selph,
87-year-old Orange, Texas resident

boats to help check neighborhoods for
potential rescues , with one meeting
point for available vessels at a Walmart.
Authorities said that instead of calling
911, many people were trying to seek
help via social media, adding to the
chaos.

But Anna McKay, of Orange, said she
tried calling 911 for help, and nobody
answered. Neighbors helped bring her
and 12 other people who had sought
refuge in her home to a Baptist church
on higher ground. There, people were
planning to cook food they salvaged
from their freezers after homeowners
shut off their own power to avoid fires.

Florida ~ Wildlife =~ Commission
agents and soldiers with the Louisiana
Army National Guard evacuated eight
residents and three employees from
the Golden Years retirement home in
Orange. Most of the gray brick structure
is one story, although staff took residents
to a small second-story area as the water

ance National Guard trucks on an
airboat. Three who were too weak to
stand were lifted onto a mattress in the
back of a truck. The other five got their
pajama bottoms wet as they were helped
into a second truck, shivering in the still-
gusty wind as they sat on metal benches.

“It’s cold and I don’t know where
I'm going,” a female resident said at one
point, as the truck growled and jolted
along a flooded Texas highway.

The storm came ashore again before
dawn Wednesday just west of Cameron,
Louisiana, bringing maximum sustained
winds near 45 mph, the U.S. National
Hurricane Center said. Harvey had
dumped rain as it lingered over Texas
for days.

Low-lying southeast Texas and
southwest Louisiana are far more rural
than the 6-million-plus Houston area
and are home to many of the nation’s oil
refineries, including the biggest in the
U.S. in Port Arthur. Motiva Enterprises
closed the refinery because of flooding.
Port Arthur found itself increasingly
isolated as floodwaters swamped most
major roads out of the city and spilled

on the ground floor rose to thigh level.
“I was just wondering if it was going
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into a storm shelter with about 100
people inside.
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Harvey knocks
out more
refineries, shifting
global oil flows

DALLAS (AP) —
Hurricane Harvey is
sending pump prices higher
for U.S. motorists and
causing temporary shifts in
the flow of oil and gasoline
around the world after
taking down a huge chunk
of U.S. refining capacity.

It will be days or even
weeks before the energy
sector in the southeast
Texas Gulf Coast is back
to normal operations as it
deals with flooding in the
aftermath of Harvey, which
has been downgraded to a
tropical storm. The region
from Corpus Christi,
Texas, where Harvey made
landfall, to the Louisiana
state line accounts for
about 3 percent of the U.S.
economy and is a crucial
export market for oil and
chemicals.

Wednesday brought
news that the nation’s
biggest refinery, which
was already running below
half-speed, had begun a
complete shutdown. The
Motiva Enterprises plant in
Port Arthur, Texas, run by a
unit of the state-owned oil
company of Saudi Arabia,
was the latest domino to
fall among Gulf Coast
refineries.

More than one-fifth of
U.S. refining capacity has
been shuttered, according
to S&P Global Platts.

With that, gasoline
futures headed higher for a
third straight day. They had
climbed 10 cents to $1.88 a
gallon Wednesday

High pressure
brings high heat
to Western U.S.

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Strong high pressure
baked much of the West in
high heat Wednesday, and
forecasters said the siege
would last into the Labor
Day weekend and likely
beyond.

A crazy-quilt of

excessive-heat warnings,
watches and advisories
along with Red Flag
warnings of high fire
danger and air quality
alerts due to smoke from
wildfires blanketed the
region from California to
Washington state and as far
east as Montana.

In northwestern Nevada,
where thousands of people
have gathered in the
desolate Black Rock Desert
for the annual Burning Man
festival, temperatures are
expected to top 100 degrees
during the weekend.

“A lot more will
be burning than just
the wooden figure,”

Mark Deutschendorf, a
meteorologist with the
National Weather Service
office in Reno, told the San
Francisco Chronicle.

Turkey protests
U.S. indictment
of Erdogan’s
security

ISTANBUL (AP) —
Turkey’s foreign ministry
says the country protests
“in the harshest way” a
U.S. court decision to indict
19 people, including 15
Turkish security officials.

The statement published
late Wednesday follows
Tuesday’s grand jury
decision in Washington
to charge the defendants
with attacking peaceful
demonstrators during a
visit by Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on
May 16.

Turkey has repeatedly
told U.S. officials that
security outside the
ambassador’s home was
negligent and didn’t
ensure the safety of
Erdogan’s entourage
amid sympathizers of an
outlawed Kurdish militant
group, according to the
statement.

The ministry called the
indictment “biased” and
“regretful,” claiming it also
accused people who had
never been to the U.S.

It announced Turkey
would follow legal paths to
fight the decision.
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