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Projected Finish

Vale Vikings

2016 Final Standings

 Conf. Ovr.

Vale* 5-0 6-4

Nyssa* 4-1 5-4

Burns* 3-2 6-4

Umatilla 2-3 6-3

Irrigon 1-4 2-7

Riverside 0-5 1-8

*-made postseason

Nyssa Bulldogs

Umatilla Vikings

Burns Hilanders

Irrigon Knights

Riverside/Ione Pirates
(Rankings based on coaches and media votes)

V
ale and Nyssa have been the 
kings of the EOL for the past 
several years, but Umatilla has 

the makings to crash the party this 
season. The top two teams earn an 
automatic playoff berth, with the third 
having a shot at an at-large bid.

Head coach: Dan Durfey, 
2nd year
Assistant coaches: Kris 
Welch, 2nd year; Richard 
Payan, Steven Williams.
Key returners: Trent 
Durfey, RB/LB, jr.; Kaden 
Webb, QB/DB, sr.; Cody 
Samson, RB/S, sr.
On offense: The Vikings 
always look to establish 
a balanced offense, with 
senior QB Kaden Webb 
and junior RB Trent Durfey, 
who had a breakout 2016 
season.
On defense: The Vikings 
will run a 4-4 swarm 
defense, which is growing 
in popularity due to its 
simplicity and versatility. 

The goal is to allow 
players to defend more 
aggressively without too 
many adjustments based 

on offensive alignments. 
All-league LB Durfey leads 
the charge in the Vikings’ 
front seven.

Umatilla Vikings
In this 
2016 
photo, 
Trent 
Durfey 
(34), of 
Uma-
tilla, 
evades 
a Vale 
defend-
er in 
Umatil-
la.

Staff photo 

by Kathy 

Aney

2017 Schedule
Sept. 1 at Union 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 at Rainier 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 vs. Enterprise 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 at Portland Christ. 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 at Burns* 7 p.m.
Oct. 6 vs. Riverside* 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 at Vale* 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 vs. Irrigon* 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 vs. Nyssa* 7 p.m.

*-denotes league game

2016 Results
Week 1 vs. Union W 21-13
Week 2 vs. Pilot Rock W 20-0
Week 3 at Enterprise W 21-7
Week 4 vs. Portland Christ. W 36-26
Week 5 vs. Burns L 40-14
Week 6 at Riverside W 34-0
Week 7 vs. Vale L 41-7
Week 8 at Irrigon W 33-13
Week 9 at Nyssa L 55-6

Head coach: Steve Sheller, 3rd year
Assistant coaches: Dan Verley, 6th 
year; Jody Saunders, 3rd year; Randy 
Henrichs, 5th year.
Returning starters: Omar Vera, DB, 
sr.; Daniel Vera, DB, sr.; 
Tanner Mills, OL/DL, sr.; 
Adrian Roa, WR/DB, sr.; 
Reece Sheller, C, jr.; Keith 
Fleming, LB, jr.; Alex Walls, 
LB, jr.; Lino Covarrubia, LB/
RB, jr.
Other returners: Abe Gomez, WR, sr.
Impact newcomers: Jada Burns, QB/
DB, sr.
On offense: Just like the majority 
of Eastern Oregon small-school 
teams, Irrigon is a run-heavy offense 
operating with the old-school Wing-T 
base formation that utilizes multiple 

backs, receivers and a quarterback 
that is smart with the football.
On defense: Under Sheller, the 
Knights have developed a reputation 
for being stout on the defensive front, 
where their 4-3 swarm defensive 
alignment leads to a lot of pressure 
on the line of scrimmage with a goal 
of stopping the run.
Sheller’s key to the season: “Our 
goal is the same every year. We 
want to play football at a high level. 
That standard is set by our physical, 
mental, and emotional abilities. 
Success happens when you play the 
game as well as you can.”

2017 Schedule
Sept. 1 vs. Amity# 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 vs. Enterprise 7 p.m.

Sept. 15 at Tri-Cities Prep 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs. Lakeview 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 at Riverside* 7 p.m.
Oct. 6 vs. Vale* 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 at Nyssa* 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 at Umatilla* 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 vs. Burns* 7 p.m.
*-denotes league game

#-played at Hood River Valley HS

2016 Results
Week 1 vs. Amity L 26-13
Week 2 at Enterprise W 19-14
Week 3 vs. Tri-Cities Prep L 42-26
Week 4 at Coeur d’Alene JV L 52-18
Week 5 vs. Riverside W 26-6
Week 6 at Vale L 34-28
Week 7 vs. Nyssa L 41-26
Week 8 vs. Umatilla L 33-13
Week 9 at Burns L 46-20

Irrigon Knights

Head coach: David Boor
Assistant coach: Loren 
Dieter, 2nd year
Key returners: Mason Hegar, 
QB, sr.; Andruw Sorenson, 
WR/DB, sr.; Jose Mendoza, 
CB/WR, sr.; Aramis Corpus, S/WR, sr.; 
Felix Aparicio, WR/LB, sr.; Anthony 
Ramirez, RB/LB, sr.
Impact newcomers: Austin Morter, 
OL/LB, sr.; Nestor Ramirez, OE/LB, jr.; 
Junior Roque, RB/DB, soph.; Manuel 
Verduzco, RB/DB; Tyson Epperson, 
OE/DE, sr.; Matt Orem, OL/DE, soph.; 
Jake Heideman, OE/DE, soph.; Paul 

Taylor, OL/DL, soph.; Hunter Padberg, 
QB/LB, fr.
Season outlook: Riverside will get 
an influx of talent this season after a 
late-season co-op agreement with 
Ione will add some depth to the 
Pirates roster.

2017 Schedule
Sept. 2 at Tri-Cities Prep (WA) 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 vs. Union 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 vs. Imbler 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 at Mac-Hi 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs. Irrigon* 7 p.m.
Oct. 6 at Umatilla* 7 p.m.

Oct. 13 at Burns* 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 vs. Nyssa* 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 at Vale* 7 p.m.
*-denotes league game

2016 Results
Week 1 at Tri-Cities Prep L 38-0
Week 2 at Union W 30-27
Week 3 at Imbler L 34-23
Week 4 vs. Mac-Hi L 41-26
Week 5 at Irrigon L 26-6
Week 6 vs. Umatilla L 34-0
Week 7 vs. Burns L 44-13
Week 8 at Nyssa L 50-8
Week 9 vs. Vale L 60-8

Riverside/Ione PiratesHead coach: Ben Tucker, 1st year
Assistant coaches: Will Homer
Key returners: Trey Homer, sr.; Cody 
McCullough, sr.; Liam Duerden, sr.; 
Tyler Longacre, jr.; Diego Valdez, jr.; Ethan 
Eakin, jr.
2016 season: 6-3 overall, 4-2 SD4; lost to 
Days Creek 56-12 in 1A first round.

2017 Schedule
Sept. 8 vs. Horizon Christian 6 p.m.
Sept. 15 at Perrydale* 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs. South Wasco 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 at Mitchell/Spray/Wheeler 4 p.m.
Oct. 12 vs. Dufur* 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 at Sherman* 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 at Pilot Rock 7 p.m.
*-denotes league game

Arlington 
Honkers

1A SPECIAL DISTRICT 4

  GOOD LUCK 
BUCKS! 

2801 St. Anthony WAy, Pendleton, oR 97801

WWW.SAHPENDLETON.ORG

Good Luck Bucks!

 305 SW  Dorion Ave.

 Pendleton, OR 97801

 8797 W . Gage Blvd., Ste. C-103

 Kennew ick, W A 99336

 541-276-9184 • 800-276-9184
 w w w .Raym ondJam es.com /JohnCim m iyotti

 Go Bucks!
 RAYMOND JAMES

 FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
 M em ber FINRA/SIPC

 “The Comfortable Choice”

 541-567-3095
 Residential & Commercial

 HAVE A GREAT 

 SEASON!

        Eastern  Orego n
         Heatin g & 

 A ir Co n ditio n in g, LLC

 82000 Hwy 395 N., Hermiston
 CCB #189229

 415 SE 4th St., Pendleton

 KAREN & CARL SHODIN, OWNERS

 541.969.8554 or 541.969.8330

 4th Street Speedwash
 Coin-Op Laundry

 Open 7AM - 9PM  Daily

 Western Auto 
 Home & 

 Appliance

 320 SW Emigrant
 Pendleton

 541-276-3534
 1-800-580-3534

 Quality & Service from the ground up!
 1160 Tutuilla Rd., Pendleton, OR 97801

 (541) 276-5945 • (541) 567-3660
 M cLaughlinLandscaping.com

 G O  BUCKS!

 Insuring Eastern Oregon 

 For Over 30 Years

 Pendleton • Athena • Hermiston

 Heppner • Ione • La Grande • Enterprise 

 Elgin • Baker City • Condon • The Dalles

 www.wheatlandins.com

 GO BUCKS!

INSURANCE CENTER, INC.

 1100 Southgate
 Suite #15
 Pendleton

 541-276-4011

 2 0 1 7 37
 YEARS

 1980

 249 S. Main, Pendleton

 541-276-6988
 Cari Broker 

Temporary Staffing Services
• Recruiting •  Human Resource

Mgmt. •  Risk Mgmt.
• Payroll Administration

• Worker’s Comp Insurance
1055 S. Hwy. 395, Ste. 333
Hermiston •  541-567-9670

251 NE Eldridge Dr.
Boardman •  541-481-2666
www.barrettbusiness.com

GOOD LUCK!

 • 905 Diagonal • Hermiston

HAVE A GREAT 
SEASON!


