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32-year-old Heather Heyer.
Heyer’s death Saturday — and
President Donald Trump’s

Mayor: Baltimore
statues came down

‘quietly, qlliCkly’ insistence that “both sides” bear
responsibility for the violence —
BALTIMORE (AP) — continued to reverberate across

Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh
has a few words of advice for
leaders in other cities who might
want to get rid of Confederate
monuments: “Do it quietly and
quickly.”

On Tuesday Pugh ordered four
statues in Baltimore removed under
the cover of night. In the morning,
city residents awoke to empty
marble plinths.

Crews began removing the
city’s Confederate monuments
late Tuesday and finished at about
5:30 a.m. Wednesday. The city also
removed a statue of Marylander
Roger B. Taney, the U.S. Supreme
Court justice who wrote the Dred
Scott decision denying citizenship
to African Americans.

Pugh made the decision
Tuesday morning to remove the
monuments that night in order to
avoid attention.

“It was important that we move
quickly and quietly,” Pugh said,
“and that’s what we did.”

Elliott Cummings, a member of
the Maryland Sons of Confederate
Veterans, denounced Pugh’s
“barbarism and Taliban-esque
actions” in tearing down the
statues. “I’m angry and very sad at
the same time.”

Cummings also said he doesn’t
think the city followed proper
protocols, which would have
included getting approval from
the Maryland Historical Trust to
remove the monuments.

the country, triggering fury among
many Americans and soul-
searching about the state of race
relations in the U.S. The uproar
has accelerated efforts in many
cities to remove symbols of the
Confederacy.

Heyer was eulogized as a
woman with a powerful sense of
fairness. The mourners, many of
them wearing purple, her favorite
color, applauded as her mother
urged them to channel their
anger not into violence but into
“righteous action.”

State troopers were stationed
on the surrounding streets, but the
white nationalists who had vowed
to show up were nowhere to be
seen among the residents, clergy
and tourists outside.

Jerry Jackson/The Baltimore Sun via AP
A monument dedicated to the Confederate Women of Maryland lies on a flatbed trailer early Wednes-
day after it was taken down in Baltimore. Local news outlets reported that workers hauled several
monuments away early Wednesday, days after a white nationalist rally in Virginia turned deadly.

Express Scripts
to limit opioids;
doctors concerned

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The
nation’s largest pharmacy benefit
manager will soon limit the
number and strength of opioid
drugs prescribed to first-time users
as part of a wide-ranging effort to
curb an epidemic affecting millions
of Americans.

But the new program from
Express Scripts is drawing
criticism from the American
Medical Association, the largest
association of physicians and
medical students in the U.S., which
believes treatment plans should be
left to doctors and their patients.

About 12.5 million Americans
misused prescription opioids
in 2015, according to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services. More than 33,000 deaths
that year were blamed on opioid
overdoses.

Express Scripts launched a
yearlong pilot program in 2016
aimed at reducing patients’
dependency on opioids and the risk
of addiction, said Snezana Mahon,
the company’s vice president of
clinical product development.

Mahon said analysis of 106,000
patients in the pilot program
showed a 38 percent reduction in
hospitalizations and a 40 percent
reduction in emergency room
visits, compared to a control group.
The program is scheduled to take
effect nationwide on Sept. 1.
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“Rather than putting pressure
on the businesspeople of the
Manufacturing Council & Strategy
& Policy Forum, I am ending both.
Thank you all!” Trump tweeted
from New York.

The decision came as the
White House tried to manage the
repercussions from Trump’s defiant
remarks a day earlier. Presidential
advisers hunkered down, offering
no public defense while privately
expressing frustration with his
comments.

The president told associates
he was pleased with how his
press conference went, saying
he believed he had effectively
stood up to the media, according
to three people familiar with the
conversations who demanded
anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak publicly.

Business leaders felt differently.

Denise Morrison, chief
executive of Campbell Soup,
declared she was leaving Trump’s
manufacturing council, saying,
“The president should have
been — and still needs to be —
unambiguous” in denouncing white
supremacists.

CEOs had begun tendering
their resignations from White
House panels after Trump’s
initial comments following the
Saturday violence. The first to step
down, Kenneth Frazier of Merck,
drew a Twitter tongue-lashing
from the president. Later, Trump

called those who were leaving
“grandstanders” and insisted many
others were eager to take their
places.

of die-hard supporters is expected
to play an outsized role in next
year’s midterm elections when the
Republican control of Congress

is at stake. Those supporters are
praising the president’s response
to the violence in Charlottesville,
Virginia, which left one dead and
many more wounded.

“You got racism in both
factions, on both sides,” former
New Hampshire GOP chair Jack
Kimball said. “Trump has zero
fault here. None.”

Republican leaders also need
the president: They hope to work
with him to enact meaningful
legislation on infrastructure, taxes
and health care to prove to voters
their party can govern.

Charlottesville
victim’s mother urges
‘righteous action’

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.
(AP) — The mother of the young
woman mowed down while
protesting a white nationalist
rally in Charlottesville urged
mourners at a memorial service
Wednesday to “make my child’s
death worthwhile” by confronting
injustice the way she did.

“They tried to kill my child to
shut her up. Well, guess what? You
just magnified her,” said Susan
Bro, receiving a standing ovation
from the hundreds who packed a
downtown theater to remember

Republican leaders
dance around Trump

NEW YORK (AP) — One
after another, the nation’s most
powerful Republicans responded
to President Donald Trump’s
extraordinary remarks about white
supremacists. Yet few mentioned
the president.

The Senate’s top Republican,
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
condemned “hate and bigotry.”
House Speaker Paul Ryan
charged that, “White supremacy is
repulsive.” Neither criticized the
president’s insistence that there
were “very fine people on both
sides” of a violent weekend clash
between white supremacists and
counterdemonstrators.

The nuanced statements reflect
the party establishment’s delicate
dance. Few top Republican
officeholders defended the
president in the midst of an
escalating political crisis. Yet they
are unwilling to declare all-out war
against Trump and risk alienating
his loyalists. And as the 2018
elections begin to take shape, the
debate over Trump’s words appears
to be taking hold in GOP primaries.

Trump’s overall approval rating
may be dismal, but a small group

Trump isolation
growing as business
panels dismantled

NEW YORK (AP) — With
corporate chieftains fleeing,
President Donald Trump abruptly
dismantled two of his White House
business councils Wednesday —an
attempt to manage his increasing
isolation and the continued fallout
from his combative comments
on racially charged violence in
Charlottesville, Virginia.

Trump announced the action
via tweet, although only after one
of the panels had already agreed
to disband earlier in the day.

A growing number of business
leaders on the councils had openly
criticized his remarks laying
blame for the violence at a white
supremacists rally on “both sides.”
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