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North Carolina 
bullfighter wins 
Farm-City BFO

 
By TED HARBIN

Bullfighters Only Media

HERMISTON – Kris Furr 
made the most of a week of 
Bullfighters Only competition.

After winning the champion-
ship at BFO-Sidney, Iowa, the 
North Carolina man followed 
it in a dominating fashion, 
claiming the BFO-Hermiston 
championship through the 
two-day competition last week. 
He’s now No. 5 in the Pendleton 
Whisky World Standings.

“It feels great to win both 
those events,” Furr said. “The 
one thing I wanted to do was 
be consistent. I don’t want to 
be just the middle of the pack. 
I want people to know I’m a 
competitor and that I’m there to 
win.”

He did just that at the event 
held in association with the 
Farm-City Pro Rodeo. Furr won 
both go-rounds to walk away 
with the overall championship. 
In all, he walked away with 
$3,500 in Hermiston, which 
shot him up the standings.

He won the first round with 
an 84-point fight against WAR 
Fighting Bulls’ War Party, then 
maneuvered around WAR’s 
Wolverine for 85 points to earn 
the second-round victory.

“I’ve been dying to get in 
front of WAR’s bulls,” Furr said. 
“I’ve seen a bunch of videos of 
those bulls, and they just look 
fun to get around. I was glad I 
got a shot and came out on top.”

In his few days off between 
Sidney and Hermiston, Furr 
found some time to work on his 
game.

“I met (fellow bullfighter) 
Dayton Spiel in South Dakota, 
and we went to the gym while 
we were there,” he said. “I 
figured out what I was messing 
up on jumping those bulls in 
Sidney, and I fixed that.”

It paid off.
“My first bull was one 

bullfighters would love to have 
every day,” Furr said. “I had to 
drag all the points out of my 
second bull that I could, but it 
worked out for me.

The goal is winning the BFO 
world championship, and while 
No. 1 man Weston Rutkowski 
has a big lead in the Pendleton 
Whisky World Standings, at 
least Furr has a shot.

That’s all he can hope for as a 
first-year bullfighter in the BFO.

———— 
HERMISTON RESULTS
First round: 1. Kris Furr, 84 points on WAR 

Fighting Bulls’ War Party; 2. Justin Josey, 74; 3. 
Dayton Spiel, 74.

Second round: 1. Kris Furr, 85 points on WAR 
Fighting Bulls’ Wolverine; 2. Dayton Spiel, 78; 3. 
Justin Josey, 74.

Average: 1. Kris Furr, 169 points on two fights; 
2. Dayton Spiel, 152; 3. Justin Josey, 150.

Furr’s 
on fire

Rodeo

Baseball
MLB

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Boston 68 51 .571 —
New York 63 55 .534 4½
Tampa Bay 60 61 .496 9
Baltimore 59 61 .492 9½
Toronto 57 62 .479 11
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 64 52 .552 —
Kansas City 60 59 .504 5½
Minnesota 59 58 .504 5½
Detroit 53 66 .445 12½

Chicago 45 71 .388 19
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 73 46 .613 —
Los Angeles 61 59 .508 12½
Seattle 60 61 .496 14
Texas 58 60 .491 14½

Oakland 53 67 .442 20½
———
Tuesday’s Games
Houston 9, Arizona 4
N.Y. Yankees 5, N.Y. Mets 4
Washington 3, L.A. Angels 1
Tampa Bay 6, Toronto 4
Boston 10, St. Louis 4
Cleveland 8, Minnesota 1
Texas 10, Detroit 4
Oakland 10, Kansas City 8
Seattle 3, Baltimore 1
L.A. Dodgers 6, Chicago White Sox 1
Wednesday’s Games
L.A. Angels (Nolasco 5-12) at Washington 

(Roark 9-7), 10:05 a.m.
Kansas City (Duffy 7-8) at Oakland (Black-

burn 3-1), 12:35 p.m.
Baltimore (Jimenez 5-7) at Seattle (Gonza-

les 0-0), 12:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Faria 5-3) at Toronto (Stroman 

10-6), 4:07 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Garcia 5-8) at N.Y. Mets 

(Gsellman 5-5), 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Lynn 10-6) at Boston (Rodriguez 

4-3), 4:10 p.m.
Detroit (Sanchez 3-3) at Texas (Hamels 

7-1), 5:05 p.m.
Arizona (Walker 6-6) at Houston (Morton 

9-5), 5:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Carrasco 11-5) at Minnesota 

(Gibson 6-9), 5:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Rodon 1-4) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Darvish 8-9), 7:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Washington 71 46 .607 —
Miami 57 61 .483 14½
Atlanta 53 64 .453 18
New York 53 64 .453 18
Philadelphia 43 74 .367 28
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 62 56 .525 —
St. Louis 61 58 .513 1½
Milwaukee 62 59 .512 1½
Pittsburgh 58 61 .487 4½
Cincinnati 50 70 .417 13

West Division W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 84 34 .712 —
Arizona 66 53 .555 18½
Colorado 66 53 .555 18½
San Diego 53 66 .445 31½
San Francisco 48 73 .397 37½
———
Tuesday’s Games
Houston 9, Arizona 4
N.Y. Yankees 5, N.Y. Mets 4
Washington 3, L.A. Angels 1
San Francisco 9, Miami 4
Boston 10, St. Louis 4
Milwaukee 3, Pittsburgh 1
Cincinnati 2, Chicago Cubs 1
Atlanta 4, Colorado 3
L.A. Dodgers 6, Chicago White Sox 1
San Diego 8, Philadelphia 4
Wednesday’s Games
L.A. Angels (Nolasco 5-12) at Washington 

(Roark 9-7), 10:05 a.m.
San Francisco (Cain 3-9) at Miami (Urena 

10-5), 10:10 a.m.
Pittsburgh (Cole 10-8) at Milwaukee 

(Nelson 9-6), 11:10 a.m.
Philadelphia (Pivetta 4-7) at San Diego 

(Richard 5-12), 12:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Garcia 5-8) at N.Y. Mets 

(Gsellman 5-5), 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Lynn 10-6) at Boston (Rodriguez 

4-3), 4:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Bailey 4-6) at Chicago Cubs 

(Lackey 10-9), 5:05 p.m.
Arizona (Walker 6-6) at Houston (Morton 

9-5), 5:10 p.m.
Atlanta (Foltynewicz 10-7) at Colorado 

(Gray 4-2), 5:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Rodon 1-4) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Darvish 8-9), 7:10 p.m.

MiLB
Northwest League
North Division
 W L Pct GB
Tri-City 12 8 .600 —
x-Vancouver 12 8 .600 —

Spokane 11 9 .550 1
Everett 10 10 .500 2

South Division
 W L Pct GB
Boise 10 10 .500 —

x-Hillsboro 9 11 .450 1
Eugene 9 11 .450 1

Salem-Keizer 7 13 .350 3
x-first-half champions
————
Tuesday’s Games
Boise 5, Everett 4, 11 innings
Vancouver 10, Salem-Keizer 5
Spokane 5, Eugene 4
Tri-City 4, Hillsboro 3
Wednesday’s Games
Vancouver at Spokane, 6:30 p.m.
Boise at Salem-Keizer, 6:35 p.m.
Eugene at Hillsboro, 7:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Everett, 7:05 p.m.

LITTLE LEAGUE
Little League World Series
At South Williamsport, Pa.
Thursday’s Games
Game 1: Maracaibo (Venezuela) vs. 

Tamaulipas (Mexico), 10 a.m.
Game 2: Jackson (N.J.) vs. Fairfield 

(Conn.), 12 p.m.
Game 3: White Rock (British Columbia) 

vs. Emilia (Italy), 2 p.m.

Game 4: Lufkin (Texas) vs. Grosse Pointe 
(Mich.), 4 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Game 5: Tokyo vs. Sydney, 11 a.m.
Game 6: Walla Walla (Wash.) vs. Rancho 

Santa Margarita (Calif.), 1 p.m.
Game 7: Pontezuela (Dominican Republic) 

vs. Seoul, 3 p.m.
Game 8: Sioux Falls (S.D.) vs. Greenville 

(N.C.), 5 p.m.

Soccer
MLS

Wednesday’s Game
Chicago at Montreal, 4:30 p.m.
Friday’s Game
New York at Portland, 7 p.m.

Basketball
WNBA

Tuesday’s Games
Connecticut 96, Atlanta 75
Wednesday’s Games
Los Angeles at Washington, 4 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 7 p.m.

Tennis
Western & Southern Open

A U.S. Open Series event
Tuesday
At The Lindner Family Tennis Center
Mason, Ohio
Purse: Men, $4.97 million (Masters 1000); 

Women, $2.54 million (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor
 Singles

Men
First Round
Juan Martin del Potro, Argentina, def. 

Tomas Berdych (10), Czech Republic, 3-6, 
7-6 (1), 6-0.

Nick Kyrgios, Australia, def. David Goffin 
(9), Belgium, 6-2, 6-3.

Alexandr Dolgopolov, Ukraine, def. Kevin 
Anderson, South Africa, 6-4, 7-6 (6).

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Diego 
Schwartzman, Argentina, 6-1, 1-6, 6-3.

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Mikhail 
Youzhny, Russia, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3.

David Ferrer, Spain, def. Steve Johnson, 
United States, 6-1, 5-7, 6-3.

Yuichi Sugita, Japan, def. Jack Sock (13), 
United States, 7-5, 6-4.

Jared Donaldson, United States, def. Ro-
berto Bautista Agut (12), Spain, 7-6 (5), 6-3.

Pablo Carreno Busta (11), Spain, def. 
Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 6-3, 6-3.

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 2-6, 7-6 (8), 6-2.

Second Round
John Isner (14), United States, def. Tom-

my Paul, United States, 6-3, 6-3.
Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Jo-Wilfried 

Tsonga (8), France, 6-4, 7-6 (9).
Women

First Round
Dominika Cibulkova (11), Slovakia, def. 

Ana Konjuh, Croatia, 5-7, 7-5, 6-2.
Ashleigh Barty, Australia, def. Varvara 

Lepchenko, United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Natalia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, def. Donna 

Vekic, Croatia, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Jelena 
Ostapenko (12), Latvia, 6-4, 6-2.

Julia Goerges, Germany, def. Agnieszka 
Radwanska (10), Poland, 6-4, 6-4.

Venus Williams (9), United States, def. 
Alison Riske, United States, 6-2, 6-0.

Alize Cornet, France, def. CiCi Bellis, 
United States, 7-6 (5), 3-6, 6-2.

Anastasija Sevastova (15), Latvia, def. 
Peng Shuai, China, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Elena Vesnina, Russia, def. Caroline 
Garcia, France, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Francoise Abanda, Canada, def. Magda 
Linette, Poland, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Barbora 
Strycova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-1.

Sloane Stephens, United States, def. Luc-
ie Safarova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6 (5).

Second Round
Simona Halep (2), Romania, def. Taylor 

Townsend, United States, 6-4, 6-1.
Johanna Konta (7), Britain, def. Kiki 

Bertens, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-3.
Garbine Muguruza (4), Spain, def. Beatriz 

Haddad Maia, Brazil, 6-2, 6-0.

Rodeo
PRCA World Standings

Through Aug. 13
All-around
1. Tuf Cooper, Weatherford, Texas $173,702
2. Caleb Smidt, Bellville, Texas $129,299
3. Ryle Smith, Oakdale, Calif. $123,735
4. Trevor Brazile, Decatur, Texas $123,349
5. Russell Cardoza, Terrebonne, Ore. 

$109,601
6. Josh Peek, Pueblo, Colo. $102,395
7. Clayton Hass, Weatherford, Texas 

$92,263
8. Dakota Eldridge, Elko, Nev. $86,183
9. Marcus Theriot, Poplarville, Miss. 

$75,058
10. Trell Etbauer, Goodwell, Okla. $73,789
11. Rhen Richard, Roosevelt, Utah $68,368
12. Cody Doescher, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

$57,562
13. Josh Frost, Randlett, Utah $55,929
14. Curtis Cassidy, Canada $53,175
15. Jordan Ketscher, Squaw Valley, Calif. 

$47,564
Bareback Riding
1. Tim O’Connell, Zwingle, Iowa $174,659
2. Tanner Aus, Granite Falls, Minn. $120,211
3. Wyatt Denny, Minden, Nev. $101,845
4. Clayton Biglow, Clements, Calif. $92,075
5. Caleb Bennett, Tremonton, Utah $88,391
6. Jake Brown, Cleveland, Texas $88,078
7. J.R. Vezain, Cowley, Wyo. $87,644
8. Richmond Champion, The Woodlands, 

Texas $81,327
9. Bill Tutor, Huntsville, Texas $77,854
10. R.C. Landingham, Hat Creek, Calif. 

$76,524
11. Jake Vold, Ponoka, Alberta $73,831
12. Evan Jayne, Marseille, France, $72,178
13. Ty Breuer, Mandan, N.D. $68,171
14. Justin Miller, Billings, Mont. $66,153
15. Orin Larsen, Inglis, Manitoba $66,115
Steer Wrestling
1. Ty Erickson, Helena, Mont. $141,452
2. Tyler Waguespack, Gonzales, La. $99,769
3. Tyler Pearson, Louisville, Miss. $96,849
4. Olin Hannum, Malad, Idaho $87,831
5. Ryle Smith, Oakdale, Calif. $84,484
6. Baylor Roche, Tremonton, Utah $80,199

7. Scott Guenthner, Provost, Alberta 
$78,807

8. Dakota Eldridge, Elko, Nev. $72,652
9. Tanner Milan, Cochrane, Alberta $69,317
10. Nick Guy, Sparta, Wis. $66,976
11. Jon Ragatz, Beetown, Wis. $60,272
12. J.D. Struxness, Appleton, Minn. 

$60,245
13. Matt Reeves, Cross Plains, Texas 

$58,604
14. Jacob Talley, Keatchie, La. $55,935
15. Josh Peek, Pueblo, Colo. $54,348
Team Roping (header)
1. Kaleb Driggers, Albany, Ga. $112,808
2. Erich Rogers, Round Rock, Ariz. $107,739
3. Luke Brown, Stephenville, Texas $86,528
4. Clay Smith, Broken Bow, Okla. $80,310
5. Coleman Proctor, Pryor, Okla. $77,554
6. Cody Snow, Los Olivos, Calif. $74,538
7. Jr. Dees, Aurora, S.D. $71,993
8. Garrett Rogers, Baker City, Ore. $70,549
9. Riley Minor, Ellensburg, Wash. $70,248
10. Charly Crawford, Prineville, Ore. 

$65,573
11. Dustin Bird, Cut Bank, Mont. $65,479
12. Tom Richards, Humboldt, Ariz. $62,475
13. Dustin Egusquiza, Mariana, Fla. 

$62,230
14. Levi Simpson, Ponoka, Alberta $60,423
15. Clay Tryan, Billings, Mont. $51,446
Team Roping (heeler)
1. Junior Nogueira, Presidente Prudente, 

Brazil $112,808
2. Cory Petska, Marana, Ariz. $107,739
3. Russell Cardoza, Terrebonne, Ore. 

$91,512
4. Paul Eaves, Lonedell, Mo. $85,299
5. Jake Long, Coffeyville, Kan. $77,999
6. Billie Jack Saebens, Nowata, Okla. 

$77,358
7. Tyler McKnight, Wells, Texas $77,238
8. Wesley Thorp, Throckmorton, Texas 

$75,534
9. Jake Minor, Ellensburg, Wash. $70,549
10. Brady Minor, Ellensburg, Wash. 

$70,248
11. Joseph Harrison, Overbrook, Okla. 

$69,814
12. Jeremy Buhler, Arrowwood, Alberta 

$60,422
13. Buddy Hawkins II, Columbus, Kan. 

$60,003
14. Kory Koontz, Stephenville, Texas 

$59,445
15. Travis Graves, Jay, Okla. $56,350
Saddle Bronc Riding
1. Jacobs Crawley, Boerne, Texas $157,869
2. Zeke Thurston, Big Valley, Alberta 

$141,395
3. Cody DeMoss, Heflin, La. $102,493
4. Layton Green, Meeting Creek, Alberta 

$101,362
5. Hardy Braden, Welch, Okla. $84,186
6. Jake Wright, Milford, Utah $83,613
7. CoBurn Bradshaw, Beaver, Utah $80,450
8. Clay Elliott, Nanton, Alberta $73,282
9. Taos Muncy, Corona, N.M. $71,768
10. Sterling Crawley, Stephenville, Texas 

$68,477
11. Ryder Wright, Milford, Utah $67,726
12. Heith DeMoss, Heflin, La. $67,402
13. Brody Cress, Hillsdale, Wyo. $67,009
14. Jesse Wright, Milford, Utah $65,766
15. Audy Reed, Spearman, Texas $62,820
Tie-down Roping
1. Tuf Cooper, Weatherford, Texas $153,931

2. Caleb Smidt, Bellville, Texas $118,251
3. Shane Hanchey, Sulphur, La. $100,203
4. Marcos Costa, Childress, Texas $90,749
5. Marty Yates, Stephenville, Texas $85,297
6. Trevor Brazile, Decatur, Texas $82,134
7. Tyson Durfey, Weatherford, Texas $79,673
8. Cooper Martin, Alma, Kan. $77,319
9. Randall Carlisle, Athens, La. $77,226
10. J.C. Malone, Plain City, Utah $72,161
11. Blane Cox, Cameron, Texas $69,120
12. Ryan Jarrett, Comanche, Okla. $68,125
13. Bryson Sechrist, Apache, Okla. $66,679
14. Matt Shiozawa, Chubbuck, Idaho 

$66,203
15. Cade Swor, Winnie, Texas $64,937
Steer Roping 
1. Jason Evans, Glen Rose, Texas $67,798
2. Chet Herren, Pawhuska, Okla. $66,185
3. Vin Fisher Jr., Andrews, Texas $65,461
4. Scott Snedecor, Fredericksburg, Texas 

$60,505
5. John Bland, Turkey, Texas $44,998
6. J. Tom Fisher, Andrews, Texas $44,526
7. JoJo LeMond, Andrews, Texas $38,777
8. Tony Reina, Wharton, Texas $37,818
9. Troy Tillard, Douglas, Wyo. $37,730
10. Rocky Patterson, Pratt, Kan. $37,095
11. Cody Lee, Gatesville, Texas $36,029
12. Chris Glover, Keenesburg, Colo. 

$35,786
13. Bryce Davis, Ovalo, Texas $35,187
14. Shay Good, Midland, Texas $32,064
15. Trevor Brazile, Decatur, Texas $31,325

Bull Riding
1. Sage Kimzey, Strong City, Okla. $209,973
2. Garrett Smith, Rexburg, Idaho $165,647
3. Ty Wallace, Collbran, Colo. $123,618
4. Joe Frost, Randlett, Utah $94,766
5. Roscoe Jarboe, New Plymouth, Idaho 

$94,380
6. Cole Melancon, Liberty, Texas $90,847
7. Tim Bingham, Honeyville, Utah $83,923
8. Trey Benton III, Rock Island, Texas 

$81,340
9. Brennon Eldred, Sulphur, Okla. $80,883
10. Jordan Spears, Redding, Calif. $78,975
11. Trevor Reiste, Linden, Iowa $78,867
12. Jordan Hansen, Okotoks, Alberta 

$74,293
13. Brady Portenier, Caldwell, Idaho 

$72,841
14. Guthrie Murray, Miami, Okla. $71,716
15. Dustin Bowen, Waller, Texas $69,009

Barrel Racing
1. Tiany Schuster, Krum, Texas $244,742
2. Stevi Hillman, Weatherford, Texas 

$157,476
3. Kassie Mowry, Dublin, Texas $115,201
4. Nellie Miller, Cottonwood, Calif. $113,505
5. Amberleigh Moore, Salem, Ore. 

$111,309
6. Kathy Grimes, Medical Lake, Wash. 

$104,027
7. Hailey Kinsel, Cotulla, Texas $94,279
8. Lisa Lockhart, Oelrichs, S.D. $87,867
9. Taci Bettis, Round Top, Texas $80,514
10. Brittany Pozzi Tonozzi, Victoria, Texas 

$80,306
11. Tilar Murray, Fort Worth, Texas $79,110
12. Kellie Collier, Hereford, Texas $70,954
13. Emily Miller, Weatherford, Texas 

$69,042
14. Kimmie Wall, Roosevelt, Texas $58,551
15. Ivy Conrado, Hudson, Colo. $58,284

SCOREBOARD

By TIM BOOTH
Associated PRess

RENTON, Wash. — Seattle 
Seahawks coach Pete Carroll said 
Tuesday that he supported Michael 
Bennett’s decision to sit during the 
national anthem while also saying 
he believes players should stand for 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.”

Bennett’s actions were a primary 
topic of conversation for Carroll 
two days after Bennett sat on the 
bench during the anthem before the 
preseason opener against the Los 
Angeles Chargers. Bennett didn’t 
inform Carroll or his teammates 
of his decision to sit while the 
rest of the Seahawks stood locked 
arm-in-arm on the sideline Sunday.

“It’s easy for me to support him 
in his issues. But I think we should 
all be standing up when we’re 
playing the national anthem,” 
Carroll said.

Bennett said after the game that 
the violence in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, including the death of a 
woman who was struck by a car 
deliberately driven into a group of 
counter-protesters, solidified his 
decision.

“I can appreciate a man that no 
matter what the circumstances are, 
no matter what people are going to 
think, no matter what people are 
going to say, his morals and what 
he thinks is right to him, he’s going 

to stand up for 
it,” teammate 
Cliff Avril 
said.

C a r r o l l 
said he’s met 
with Bennett 
on a couple 
of occasions 
since Sunday 
to talk about 
his actions.

“We’ve talked a lot about all 
that is going to come to him and 
listened very carefully to people’s 
perspective and stay very true and 
stay very much in the middle so he 
doesn’t get captured one way or the 
other by somebody else’s concerns, 
somebody else’s issues,” Carroll 
said. “I’ll continue to support him 
and help in every way. We’ll visit 
regularly and hopefully all make 
sense of the things that come his 
way.”

Bennett was at least the third 
prominent NFL player to protest 
during the anthem in the first full 
week of preseason games. Oakland 
Raiders running back Marshawn 
Lynch, a former teammate of 
Bennett’s in Seattle, also sat. Los 
Angeles Rams defensive end 
Robert Quinn raised his right fist, 
continuing his approach from 
last season following then-San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick’s decision to kneel 

during the 
anthem.

Kaepernick 
is a free agent, 
and the fallout 
from his 
protest has not 
abated, even 
as he remains 
unsigned.

B e n n e t t ’s 
action was 

receiving strong support from team-
mates and his brother Martellus, a 
tight end for Green Bay.

“I support Michael in everything 
he does. He’s very well-educated 
on what it is he wants to happen 
in the world and what he’s trying 
to communicate, and I think he 
does an awesome job,” Martellus 
Bennett said Tuesday. “I love him 
to death, and I think he’s very 
courageous in the position he’s in 
and the things that he says, and I’m 
very proud to be his brother and to 
see him make the impact that he 
does — not just with stances like 
that but the work that he does in the 
community, the type of father that 
he is.”

Doug Baldwin was another 
player supporting Bennett. 
Baldwin spoke out on a number of 
issues a year ago when Kaepernick 
was kneeling during the anthem. 
Baldwin became emotional 
Tuesday when pointing out the 

topic of discussion compared to 
the ongoing issues of race in the 
country.

“He made himself vulnerable. 
Now he’s put himself out there 
and I know what that’s like and 
sometimes it’s a scary position to 
be in and to me it is very brave,” 
Baldwin said. “Especially about a 
topic that he feels so deeply about, 
that I feel so deeply about. Injustice 
and inequality, whether you agree 
with it or not — that’s irrelevant. 
Somebody believes something, so 
I definitely think the way that he 
approached it was excellent, very 
methodical but also very brave.”

NOTES: LB K.J. Wright was not 
with the team Tuesday because he 
was having a lingering knee issue 
examined, Carroll said. Surgery 
doesn’t appear necessary at this 
point. “He’s going through a little 
process to help his knee,” Carroll 
said. ... WR Paul Richardson was 
on the field for the light workout 
after leaving Sunday’s game 
with a sprained AC joint in his 
shoulder. Richardson likely won’t 
play Friday vs. Minnesota but is 
expected to be ready for Week 1. 
... WRs Amara Darboah (sternum) 
and Baldwin (ankle) both returned 
to practice.

————
AP Sports Writer Genaro C. 

Armas in Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
contributed to this report.

Carroll supports Bennett but thinks Seahawks should stand

Carroll Bennett

NFL

By TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI  — Larry Bird made his 
plea years ago.

His request to the NBA was not 
unique: Bird wanted the league 
to eliminate the dreaded stretches 
of four games in five days. What 
made Bird’s pitch memorable was 
that it didn’t just cite the demand 
of so many games in such a short 
amount of time, but also pointed 
out how the anxiousness caused by 
such tests can hurt a team before-
hand and how the fatigue lingers 
long afterward.

“What he said to me has been 
ringing in my head ever since,” 
said Tom Carelli, the NBA’s senior 
vice president for broadcasting.

Carelli and the rest of the NBA 
schedule-making gurus were 
unable to make Bird’s request 
reality — until now. With an extra 
week of days to play with, along 
with some much deeper looks at 
arena availability and ways to try to 
help competitive balance, the NBA 
believes the schedule released 
Monday should be the most user-
friendly in the league’s history.

The four-games-in-five-days 
challenges? Eliminated for the first 
time in NBA history.

Back-to-backs? Only 14.4 per 
team on average, an all-time low 
for the third straight year.

Single-game road trips, average 
miles traveled and time zones 
crossed? All down a bit as well.

“I think at this point, and frankly 
the minute we got the extra week, 
we could conclude the schedule 

is really, undebatably, the best 
basketball schedule we’ve ever 
had,” said Evan Wasch, the NBA’s 
senior vice president for basketball 
strategy and analytics. “That’s 
what the week affords you, the 
opportunity to focus on all these 
different metrics.”

The extra week, which allows 
the regular season to start Oct. 
17 — the league’s earliest start 
since 1980 — was an obvious 
help. But schedule makers went 
further, taking a deeper-than-usual 
look at arena availability around 
the league and trying to minimize 
the nights where a weary team will 
face a well-rested opponent.

In other words, NBA fans, meet 
FTE.

The metric — an acronym for 
Fresh, Tired and Even — is a major 
part of the NBA schedule process. 
It’s a way the NBA has charted 
how tired one team will likely be 
when facing another.

FTE has been part of the NBA’s 
internal charting for years, but 
wasn’t often discussed openly or 
with teams.

“If a team plays the night before 
and its opponent didn’t, then one 
team is tired and its opponent is 
fresh,” Wasch said. “That fresh-
tired ratio will be lower than ever. 
It’s hard to measure and track when 
you build a schedule manually, but 
it’s easy to track when building one 
with optimization software.”

Instead of asking teams for 
50 possible home dates for their 
respective buildings — the past 
standard — schedule makers like 
Carelli, Wasch, Chris Boghosian, 
Gene Li and Hao Meng instead 
checked every available date and 
tried a much broader look at how 
the puzzle might fit.

Their work might be particularly 
noticed on ABC games this season.

Last season, when stars like 
LeBron James, Kyrie Irving, 

Kevin Love, Stephen Curry, Klay 
Thompson, Draymond Green and 
Andre Iguodala all were given 
nights off when the Cavaliers or 
Warriors were playing nationally 
televised games on ABC, there 
was no shortage of scorn. This 
season, teams playing in those 
marquee ABC games will have a 
day off both before and after those 
contests.

“The more information we got, 
the easier it was to reduce back-to-
backs,” Carelli said.

The changes aren’t only to 
benefit players and teams.

The league this year will be 
labeling the schedule by week 
— Week 1, Week 2, so on, from 
Monday to Sunday. It’s essentially 
a idea at presenting fans, and 
fantasy players, with a schedule 
that’s broken down into smaller 
bites.

“It’s progress. It’s all part of a 
larger basket of progress,” Carelli 
said.

There will undoubtedly be 
some schedule griping. No one is 
claiming perfection. Improvement, 
for now, is enough, and that extra 
week of room being built into the 
season is already making an impact 
— even though the first real games 
are still two months away.

“We don’t get scored,” Carelli 
said. “We don’t necessarily win 
or lose, which is nice. The bottom 
line is that our primary, secondary, 
whatever goal it is, our goal is about 
the game. Our goal is about doing 
the best we can to create the most 
competitively balanced schedule 
we can for all the teams.”
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This March 
4, 2017, file 
photo shows 
Cleveland’s 
Kyrie Irving, 
left, LeBron 
James, cen-
ter, and J.R. 
Smith, right, 
watching 
from the 
bench during 
a game in 
Miami. 
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