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Weekend festival rocks Milton-Freewater

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

A familiar fami-
ly-friendly festival returns
to Milton-Freewater this
weekend.

Tarika Banks,
Milton-Freewater Chamber
of Commerce executive
director, said people aren’t
completely certain what
Milton-Freewater Rocks! is
all about. In its second year
with the new moniker, the
former Muddy Frogwater
Festival highlights “The
Rocks” district of the town.
It was designated as an
American Viticulture Area
in 2015.

Admission to
Milton-Freewater Rocks! is
free and features a variety
of entertainment, activities
and fundraising meals
Friday through Sunday at
Yantis Park. Breakfasts are
available Friday (from the
chamber ambassadors) and
Saturday (Milton-Freewater
Elks) mornings at 7 a.m. The
cost is $7 per person. Food,
vendor and activity booths
are open Friday from 3-9
p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. and Sunday from
11 am. to 4 p.m. Also, the
Rocks! Garden will serve
wine, cider and beer Friday
from 3-9 p.m. and Saturday
from noon to 9 p.m.

The  festival  offers
people a chance to kick
back and relax at the park.
In addition, the Harvest of
Art is Friday and Saturday
from 11 am. to 7 p.m. at
Central Middle School.
In its 17th year, the show
features regional artists and
offers cash prizes in four
categories.

Evening festival high-
lights, Banks said, include
Friday’s Heritage Night,
which features a Latino
Heritage performance from
5-6 p.m. For those who
would like to fork out a
few bucks, they can enjoy
the annual Rotary Chicken
Dinner ($12) from 5-8 p.m.
Walla Walla’s FrogHollow
Band plays from 7-10 p.m.

Saturday evening
showcases members of
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Milton-Freewater Rocks! features live entertainment,
food, drinks and activity vendors. Terry Magill’s fresh-

squeezed lemonade stand

has been a mainstay at

the Milton-Freewater festival since 1996.

the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reser-
vation — Dance Troupe
Generations will perform
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. It
features dancing drums and
story-telling. The salmon
dinner and corn roast ($15)
runs from 6-8 p.m. The
evening closes out with
Lark Drive, a Walla Walla
band, performing from 7-10
p.m.

Saturday afternoon also
features a sip and paint
event. Walla Walla artist

TUESDAY AFTERNOON & EVENING

Barb Newby will guide
people during Brushes N
Brix. Participants pay $40
and receive all the supplies
and a free drink. After-
wards, they can take home
the piece of artwork they
created.

A community worship
service kicks off Sunday
morning at 9 am. Also,
Banks is excited to
have  local  musician
Diego Romero, a recent
McLoughlin High School
graduate, performing
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Kids race each other on bouncy balls during the 2016 Milton-Freewater Rocks!
This year’s festival is Friday through Sunday at Yantis Park.

“It's just kind of @
fun thing for the

kids to watch.”

— Tarika Banks,
Milton-Freewater Chamber
of Commerce executive
director, speaking about
the Firefighter’s Water Fight

Sunday between noon and
3 p.m. While attending
Mac-Hi, Romero received
numerous awards and
recognition for his musical
abilities.

Also, people of all ages
won’t want to miss the
Firefighter’s Water Fight.
The friendly competition
features firefighters from
the city and rural fire
departments battling it out
Sunday at 3 p.m.

“It’s just kind of a fun
thing for the kids to watch,”
Banks said. “They get to sit
on the curb and they get wet
from the spray.”

For more information,
including a full schedule of
events, call 541-938-5563
or visit www.mfchamber.
com.
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TERRIFICALLY FREE TUES-
DAY, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Children’s
Museum of Eastern Oregon, 400
S. Main St., Pendleton. Free ad-
mission all day. (541-276-1066)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.,
Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors
55 and over or $5 for adults. (541-
481-3257)

PENDLETON SENIOR
MEAL SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pend-
leton Senior Center, 510 S.W.
10th St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50
or $6 for those under 60. Pool,
puzzles, crafts, snacks, Second
Time Around thrift store 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels, call
541-276-1926. (541-276-7101)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady
of Angels Catholic Church par-
ish hall, 565 W. Hermiston Ave.,
Hermiston. Cost is $4 for adults,
free for children 10 and under,
$4 for Meals on Wheels. Extra
50 cents for utensils/dishes. Bus
service to parish hall by donation.
(541-567-3582)

ATHENA TUESDAY MAR-
KET, 4-7 p.m., Dugger Park, Main
Street, Athena. Local vendors
featuring food, crafts and more.
Vendor spaces are free. (April
McKenna or Katie Zmuda 541-
310-9557)

CRAFTERNOONS, 4:15
p.m., Pendleton Public Library,
502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Drop in for a group or individual
craft project. All ages. (541-966-
0380)

KARATE OPEN GYM, 5-6
p.m., Pendleton Recreation Cen-
ter gym, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave.,
Pendleton. Lars Hansen will lead
this all-ages class. Wear com-
fortable clothes. No experience
necessary. (Casey Brown 541-
276-8100)

PENDLETON EAGLES TA-
COS AND BINGO, 6 p.m., Pend-
leton Eagles Lodge, 428 S. Main
St., Pendleton. Regular packet
$10, special packet $5. Proceeds
donated to local charities. Public
welcome. (541-278-2828)

INSIDE OUTSIDE THE
LINES ADULT COLORING,
6-7:30 p.m., Irrigon Public Li-
brary, 490 N.E. Main St., Irrigon.
Materials provided. Bring snacks
to share. (541-922-0138)

PENDLETON KNITTING
GROUP, 6 p.m., Prodigal Son
Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court
Ave., Pendleton. (541-966-0380)

HEALTH INSURANCE 101,
6-8 p.m., Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library Albee Room, 8 S.W.
Eighth Ave., Milton-Freewater.
Learn about the health insurance
enrollment period, how insur-
ance works, coverage options
and questions about insurance
in Oregon. Free, but registration
is requested at 855-268-3767 or
email info.marketplace@oregon.
gov. (Elizabeth Cronen 855-268-
3767)

STORY AND CRAFT TIME,
6:30 p.m., Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave.,
Milton-Freewater. For elementary
school-age children. (541-938-
8247)

“HOPE FOR A TROUBLED
WORLD: A BAHA'l PERSPEC-

EVENTS

TIVE”, 7 p.m., Pendleton Public
Library community room, 502
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Dr. Peter Haug of Colfax, Wash.,
will discuss current issues facing
humankind and emphasize what
can be done to resolve them to
create a unified global commu-
nity. Free. (Ruth Hall 541-429-
0614)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16
ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 a.m,,
Pendleton Recreation Center,
510 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Half-court basketball. Adults only.
BABY & ME LEARN & PLAY,
10-10:45 a.m., Hermiston Public
Library back entrance, 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. Engag-
ing children and getting them
excited about music, improving
motor skills and sparking creativ-
ity while supporting early literacy
development. For children ages
newborn to 4 years and parent/
guardian. (541-567-2882)

STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Stanfield
Community Center, 225 W. Roo-
sevelt, Stanfield. Cost is $3.50 for
seniors, $6 for others. (541-449-
1332)

PENDLETON SENIOR
MEAL SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pend-
leton Senior Center, 510 S.W.
10th St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50
or $6 for those under 60. Pool,
puzzles, crafts, snacks, Second
Time Around thrift store 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels, call
541-276-1926. (541-276-7101)

HIRING EVENT, 2-7 p.m,
Hermiston Conference Center,
415 S. Highway 395, Hermiston.
Bring a resume, proper documen-
tation and be ready to fill out an
application. Many local employ-
ers will be in attendance. (Debby
Pedro 541-567-6151)

ADULT BEGINNERS’ COM-
PUTERS, 3-4 p.m., Pendleton
Public Library meeting room, 502
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Registration is required. Classes
tailored to the needs of the at-
tendees. (541-966-0380)

MID-WEEK MARKET, 4-8
p.m., Village Square Park, across
from Umatilla Library, Sixth Street
and H Avenue, Umatilla. Special
guest musician Pamela Thom-
as-Martin will play Aug. 16 from
6-8 p.m. (541-922-3226)

WEDNESDAY IN THE PARK,
6-8 p.m., Roy Raley Park, 1205
S.W. Court Ave., Pendleton. Live
entertainment  featuring New
Transit. Bring a chair or blanket.
All ages. (541-276-8100)

HEALTH INSURANCE 101,
6-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Medi-
cal Center community classroom
1, 610 N.W. 11th St., Hermiston.
Learn about the health insurance
enroliment period, how insurance
works, coverage options and
questions about insurance in Or-
egon. Free, but registration is re-
quested at 855-268-3767 or email
info.marketplace@oregon.gov.
(Elizabeth Cronen 855-268-3767)

KIDS CLUB, 6:30-8 p.m.,,
Hermiston Christian Center, 1825
W. Highland Ave., Hermiston. For
ages 5-12. Includes open gym,
games, prizes, snacks music,
puppets and more. Transporta-
tion available. (Joanna Hayden
541-561-5573)
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