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Tens of thousands of North Koreans gathered for a rally at Kim Il Sung Square carry-
ing placards and propaganda slogans as a show of support for their rejection of the 
United Nations’ latest round of sanctions on Wednesday in Pyongyang, North Korea.

SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP) — North Korea on 
Thursday announced a 
detailed plan to launch a 
volley of ballistic missiles 
toward the U.S. Pacific 
territory of Guam, a major 
military hub and home to 
U.S. bombers, and dismissed 
President Donald Trump’s 
threats of “fire and fury” if it 
doesn’t back down.

The announcement, made 
in the name of a general who 
heads North Korea’s rocket 
command, warned the North 
is preparing a plan to fire four 
of its Hwasong-12 missiles 
over Japan and into waters 
around the tiny island, which 
hosts 7,000 U.S. military 
personnel on two main bases 
and has a population of 
160,000.

It said the plan could be 
finalized within a week or so 
and would then go to leader 
Kim Jong Un for approval. It 
would be up to Kim whether 
the move is actually carried 
out. It said the missiles would 
hit waters 19 to 25 miles 
away from the island.

North Korea frequently 
uses extremely bellicose 
rhetoric with warnings of 

military action to keep its 
adversaries on their heels. It 
generally couches its threats 
with language stating it will 
not attack the United States 
unless it has been attacked 
first or has determined an 
attack is imminent.

But the statement raised 
worries amid a barrage of 
threats from both sides.

Following reports that 
U.S. intelligence suggests 
the North might be able to 
pair a nuclear warhead with 
a missile capable of reaching 
targets on the United States 
mainland, Trump warned 
North Korea that “it faces 
retaliation with fire and fury 
unlike any the world has seen 
before.”

Pyongyang, meanwhile, 
has been louder in its 
complaints against a new 
and tough round of sanctions 
imposed on it by the United 
Nations, with strong U.S. 
backing, and Washington’s 
use of Guam as a staging 
ground for its stealth bombers, 
which could be used to attack 
North Korea and are a partic-
ularly sore point with the 
rulers in Pyongyang.

Even so, its reported plan 

to launch missiles toward 
Guam is extremely unusual.

The report said the 
Hwasong-12 rockets would 
fly over Shimane, Hiroshima 
and Koichi prefectures in 
Japan and travel “1,065 
seconds before hitting the 
waters 30 to 40 kilometers 
away from Guam.”

It said the Korean People’s 
Army Strategic Force will 
finalize the plan by mid-Au-
gust, present it to Kim Jong 
Un and “wait for his order.”

“We keep closely 
watching the speech and 
behavior of the U.S.,” it said.

Such a move would not 
merely be a test launch, but 
a demonstration of military 
capabilities in a manner than 
could easily lead to severe 
consequences.

If North Korea were to 
actually carry out such a 
launch — even if it aimed 
at hitting the waters off the 
island and not the island 
itself — that would clearly 
pose a potential threat to 
U.S. territory and put the 
United States in a much more 
complicated situation than 
it has been during previous 
missile launches.

North Korea outlines plan to 
launch missiles toward Guam

FBI searched former Trump 
campaign chair’s home

WASHINGTON (AP) — FBI agents 
looking for financial documents have 
searched one of the homes of President 
Donald Trump’s former campaign 
chairman, Paul Manafort, whose past 
foreign political work has been swept 
into the investigations into Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. A 
Manafort spokesman confirmed the search 
Wednesday.

Manafort spokesman Jason Maloni 
said in a statement that FBI agents had 
obtained a warrant and searched one of 
Manafort’s homes, but he would not say 
when the search occurred or what it was 
for.

“Mr. Manafort has consistently 
cooperated with law enforcement and 
other serious inquiries and did so on this 
occasion as well,” Maloni said.

The Associated Press has learned 
the warrant for the search on July 26 
at Manafort’s home in Alexandria, 
Virginia, sought information including 
tax documents and banking records. The 
Washington Post first reported the raid.

Manafort has been a subject of a 
longstanding FBI investigation into 
his dealings in Ukraine and work for 
the country’s former president, Viktor 
Yanukovych. That investigation has 
been incorporated into the probe led by 
special counsel Robert Mueller, who is 
also scrutinizing Manafort’s role in the 
Trump campaign as he looks into Russia’s 
meddling in the 2016 election and any 
possible collusion with Trump associates.

Manafort, who led the Trump campaign 
for several months, has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Hearing loss of  
U.S. diplomats in Cuba  
blamed on covert device

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
two-year-old U.S. diplomatic relationship 
with Cuba was roiled Wednesday by what 
U.S. officials say was a string of bizarre 
incidents that left a group of American 
diplomats in Havana with severe hearing 
loss attributed to a covert sonic device.

In the fall of 2016, a series of U.S. 
diplomats began suffering unexplained 
losses of hearing, according to officials 
with knowledge of the investigation into 
the case. Several of the diplomats were 
recent arrivals at the embassy, which 
reopened in 2015 as part of former 
President Barack Obama’s reestablishment 
of diplomatic relations with Cuba.

Some of the diplomats’ symptoms 
were so severe that they were forced to 
cancel their tours early and return to the 
United States, officials said. After months 

of investigation, U.S. officials concluded 
that the diplomats had been exposed to 
an advanced device that operated outside 
the range of audible sound and had 
been deployed either inside or outside 
their residences. It was not immediately 
clear if the device was a weapon used 
in a deliberate attack, or had some other 
purpose.

Trump hits McConnell  
for Senate crash of  
Obama health repeal

WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump scolded his own party’s 
Senate leader on Wednesday for the crash 
of the Republican drive to repeal and 
rewrite the Obama health care law, using 
Twitter to demand of Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, “Why not done?”

Trump fired back at the Kentucky 
Republican for telling a home-state 
audience this week that the president had 
“not been in this line of work before, 
and I think had excessive expectations 
about how quickly things happen in the 
democratic process.”

The exchange came less than two 
weeks after Senate rejection of the GOP 
effort to scuttle President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, probably McConnell’s 
most jolting defeat as leader and Trump’s 
worst legislative loss.

Trump had repeatedly used Twitter to 
pressure McConnell to find the votes to 
approve the health care bill, even saying 
hours after its failure that GOP senators 
“look like fools.”

Postal Service may get more 
freedom to raise stamp prices

WASHINGTON (AP) — It may be 
time to stock up on Forever stamps.

Regulators appear likely to accept the 
financially beleaguered Postal Service’s 
request for more freedom to raise the price 
of mailing letters. It would be the biggest 
change in the Postal Service’s pricing 
system in nearly a half-century, allowing 
stamp prices to rise beyond inflation.

After a 10-year review, the Postal 
Regulatory Commission could make its 
decision next month. It might limit how 
high prices could go, but the cost of a 
first-class stamp, now 49 cents, could 
jump. It’s not known how much.

Financial analysts praise the plan, 
but it has raised the ire of the mail-order 
industry, which could pay millions more 
for sending items like prescription drugs 
and magazines and pass the costs onto 
consumers.

The Postal Service is trying to stay 
financially afloat as it seeks to invest 
billions in new delivery trucks to get 
packages more nimbly to American homes.
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