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Trump warns NKorea
of ‘fire and fury’ as
nuke threat worsens

BRIDGEWATER, N.J.

(AP) — President Donald Trump
threatened North Korea “with fire
and fury like the world has never
seen” on Tuesday after suggestions
the communist country has
mastered one of the final hurdles
to being able to strike the United
States with a nuclear missile.

North Korea said it was
examining its operational plans for
attacking Guam — a U.S. territory
about 2,100 miles away — in order
to contain U.S. military activity
there.

The North Korean army said in
a statement distributed Wednesday
by the state-run news agency that
it is studying a plan to create an
“enveloping fire” in areas around
Guam with medium- to long-range
ballistic missiles.

The competing threats escalated
tensions between the foes even
further. Although it wasn’t clear
if Trump and the Koreans were
responding directly to each other,
the heightened rhetoric added to
the potential for a miscalculation
that might bring the nuclear-armed
nations into conflict.

Trump’s stern words to the
camera at his golf course in
Bedminster, New Jersey, came
hours after reports indicating
North Korea can now wed nuclear
warheads with its missiles,
including those that may be able
to hit the American mainland.

The isolated and impoverished
dictatorship has strived for decades
to have the ability to strike the U.S.
and its Asian allies, and the pace of
its breakthroughs is already having
far-reaching consequences for
stability in the Pacific and beyond.

The nuclear advances were
detailed in an official Japanese
assessment and a Washington Post
story that cited U.S. intelligence
officials and a confidential Defense
Intelligence Agency report. The
U.S. now puts the North Korean
arsenal at up to 60 nuclear
weapons, more than double most
assessments by independent
experts, according to the Post’s
reporting.
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President Donald Trump talks about North Korea during a briefing
Tuesday at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J.

Trump appeals to
loyalists as support
slips, agenda stalls

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump is trying
to combat new weakness in his
Republican base and re-energize
his staunchest supporters after
months of White House backbiting
and legislative failures.

White House officials have
been urging the president to fire
up his efforts on immigration
and other agenda items favored
by conservatives, evangelicals
and working-class whites who
propelled him to the Oval Office.
The president has increased his
media-bashing via Twitter and
staged rallies hoping to marshal his
base to his defense. On Monday,
he lashed out at Democratic Sen.
Richard Blumenthal in multiple
tweets after the lawmaker
expressed support for a special
counsel’s probe of Trump’s
associates’ links to Russia.

The surge underscores Trump’s
shaky political position not yet
seven months into his presidency.
Trump has remained deeply
unpopular among Democrats, and
there are signs that his support
among Republicans may be
softening. His advisers are aware
that a serious slip in support among
his core voters could jeopardize
hopes for a major, early legislative

Conway acknowledged that the
president’s approval rating among
Republicans “needs to go up.”

The president fired back on
Twitter: “The Trump base is far
bigger & stronger than ever before”
and “will never change!”

But polling doesn’t support
Trump’s claim. A recent Quinnipiac
University survey showed the
president’s approval dipping into
negative territory among whites
without college degrees — a
key group of supporters for the
president. The percentage of
Republicans who strongly approve
of his performance also fell, with
just over half of Republicans
saying they strongly approved
of Trump. That’s down from the
two-thirds of Republicans who
strongly approved of the president’s
performance in June.

Just one-third of all Americans
approved of his job performance, a
new low in the poll.

Scientists contradict
Trump’s climate claims

WASHINGTON (AP) — As
President Donald Trump touts
new oil pipelines and pledges
to revive the nation’s struggling
coal mines, federal scientists are
warning that burning fossil fuels
is already driving a steep increase
in the United States of heat waves,
droughts and floods.

“North Korea had best not
make any more threats to the
United States,” said a stern-
looking Trump, seated with his
arms crossed and with his wife
beside him. “They will be met with
fire and fury like the world has
never seen.”
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accomplishment and would
certainly increase Republicans’
worries about his re-election
prospects.
Trump on Monday dismissed
his own adviser’s statement on
his political standing after White
House counselor Kellyanne

It is the latest example of
collisions between Trump’s
environmental policies and the
facts presented by his government’s

experts.

Contradicting Trump’s claims
that climate change is a “hoax,”
the draft report representing the

consensus of 13 federal agencies
concludes that the evidence global
warming is being driven by human
activities is “unambiguous.” That
directly undercuts statements by
Trump and his Cabinet casting
doubt on whether the warming
observed around the globe is being
primarily driven by man-made
carbon pollution.

“There are no alternative
explanations, and no natural cycles
are found in the observational
record that can explain the
observed changes in climate,”
says the report, citing thousands of
peer-reviewed studies. “Evidence
for a changing climate abounds,
from the top of the atmosphere to
the depths of the oceans.”

Faced with reams of evidence
compiled by federal scientists that
conflicts with their policy positions,
Trump and his advisers frequently
cite the work of industry-funded
think tanks. Environmental
Protection Agency chief Scott
Pruitt and Energy Secretary
Rick Perry have championed
the formation of a “red-team,
blue-team” exercise where
climate-change skeptics would
publicly debate mainstream climate
scientists.

U.S. airlines bump
fewer passengers after
dragging backlash

DALLAS (AP) — Following
widespread outrage over a
passenger who was violently
dragged off an overbooked
plane, U.S. airlines are bumping
customers at the lowest rate in at
least two decades.

The Transportation Department
said Tuesday that just one in every
19,000 passengers was kicked off
an overbooked flight in the first six
months of this year.

That’s the lowest rate since the
government started keeping track
in 1995.

The biggest decline took place
between April and June, partly
because airlines began paying
many more passengers to give up
their seats.

Airlines have routinely
overbooked flights for years in the
expectation that some passengers
won’t show up. When a flight is
overbooked, airlines typically offer
travel vouchers to encourage a few
passengers to take a later flight.

That practice backfired in April
when United employees, whose
offers of vouchers were ignored,
asked Chicago airport officers to

help remove four people from a
United Express flight to make room
for airline employees commuting to
their next flight.

A 69-year-old man was dragged
forcibly down the airplane aisle
and other passengers captured
the spectacle on camera phones,
turning the incident into a public-
relations disaster for United.

Since then, United and
other large U.S. airlines have
introduced new measures to
reduce overbooking, and raised the
maximum amount that passengers
can be offered to give up a seat.

Passengers still get bumped,
however. Besides instances in
which airlines sell too many seats,
passengers may get booted when a
mechanical breakdown causes an
airline to use a smaller aircraft, or
when the plane’s weight must be
reduced for safe takeoff.

Glen Campbell,
‘Rhinestone Cowboy’
singer, dies at age 81

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)

— Glen Campbell, the affable
superstar singer of “Rhinestone
Cowboy” and “Wichita Lineman”
whose appeal spanned country,
pop, television and movies, died
Tuesday, his family said. He was
81.

Campbell’s family said the
singer died Tuesday morning in
Nashville and publicist Sandy
Brokaw confirmed the news. No
cause was immediately given.
Campbell announced in June 2011
that he had been diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease and that it was
in its early stages at that time.

“Glen is one of the greatest
voices there ever was in the
business and he was one of the
greatest musicians,” said Dolly
Parton in a video statement. “He
was a wonderful session musician
as well. A lot of people don’t
realize that. But he could play
anything and he could play it really
well.”

Tributes poured in on social
media. “Thank you Glen Campbell
for sharing your talent with us for
so many years May you rest in
peace my friend You will never be
forgotten,” wrote Charlie Daniels.
One of Campbell’s daughters,
Ashley, said she was heartbroken.
“I owe him everything I am, and
everything I ever will be. He will
be remembered so well and with so
much love,” she wrote on Twitter.

“You were a shining light in so
many ways,” Brad Paisley tweeted.
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