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Golfers at PGA Championship embrace practicing in shorts

By STEVE REED
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Lucas
Glover walked off the 18th fairway
at Quail Hollow still feeling
slightly underdressed.

He wasn’t alone.

“I don’t recognize some of
these guys out here, and I'm sure
they probably don’t recognize me
either,” Glover said.

For the first time in its 99-year
history, the PGA Championship
allowed players to wear shorts
during practice rounds this week,
in part to combat the August heat
in North Carolina. But on a rain-
soaked Tuesday, only about half
of the players took advantage of
the change, with many like Rory
Mcllroy choosing to stick with
long pants.

But like Glover, Scotland’s
Martin Laird couldn’t resist.

“This feels great,” Laird said
following his practice round. “It
gets a little hot out here during the
summer.”

Still, it was different, if not odd,
watching Jim Furyk practicing
bunker shots wearing shorts and
seeing Dustin Johnson chilling in
the interview room with bare legs.

The running joke leading up
the PGA Championship was that
no other major championship
course had so many white stakes
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Rickie Fowler, left, putts as Jimmy Walker watches on the 18th
hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship at Quail
Hollow Club Tuesday in Charlotte, N.C. For the first time, the PGA
Championship is letting players wear shorts in practice rounds.

— except they weren’t boundary
markers. They were legs.
“Everybody is razzing each
other a little bit,” defending cham-
pion Jimmy Walker said. “Some
guys look good in shorts and some
guys don’t. It’s pretty funny. There
are a lot of untanned legs out there.
You can tell those Florida boys,
they have been soaking the sun up.
I’ve been up in Utah and overseas

for a few weeks so my legs are
kind of untanned.”

Johnson, the world’s No.
I-ranked player, wore long pants
on Monday out of habit, later
saying he completely forgot about
the rule. But he wasn’t about to
make the same mistake twice,
throwing on shorts for Tuesday’s
practice round.

“Hopefully we can do this a

little more,” Johnson said.

Jordan Spieth and Rickie Fowler
wore shorts as well on Tuesday.

Never one to miss a fashion
statement, John Daly broke out
some red, white and blue shorts
with stars. And Pat Perez donned
bright cherry red shorts that
matched his high-top Jordan golf
cleats.

Even Ernie Els and Phil Mick-
elson, who are gearing up for their
100th majors this week, opted for
shorts on the practice tee.

“I love that they took a risk and
did something with the players in
mind and [ think it’s turned out
well,” Mickelson said. “I hope that
their example gets followed by the
tour. I think it would be a great
thing.”

Mcllroy, the odds-on favorite to
win the tournament, said he opted
for long blue pants when he looked
outside in the morning and say
dark skies.

“Hey, if it was sunny it would be
great,” Mcllroy said with a laugh.
“Obviously it’s raining out. So I
don’t get why people are wearing
shorts.”

Still, Mcllroy is one of many
golfers who likes that the rules
have been relaxed.

While the look Tuesday was
in stark contrast to a century ago
when golfers wore coats and ties
on the course, Mcllroy said the

game needs to adapt because tour-
naments are being held in warmer
climates during summer months.

“l know walking 18 holes
around there, if it was hot and
humid and in the 90s, as it is here
sometimes this year, shorts are
very much appreciated,” Mcllroy
said.

Some traditionalists have crit-
icized the move, saying it’s inap-
propriate and lacks class. Others
point to the LPGA Tour, where
women have worn shorts and skirts
for years.

“I don’t think there’s anything
wrong with professional golfers
showing the lower half of their
leg,” Mcllroy cracked.

PGA of America president Paul
Levy announced in February that
players would be allowed to wear
shorts during practice rounds of
its championships. The European
Tour approved a similar rule last
year, allowing players to wear
shorts during practice rounds and
pro-ams.

Italy’s  Francesco  Molinari
called the change “a step in the
right direction” for golf.

He’s among many professional
golfers who’d like to see the PGA
Championship allow players to
wear shorts during competition,
not just practice rounds.

“Hopefully one day we will get
there,” Molinari said.

Television (all times EDT): Thursday and
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., TNT. Saturday, 8
a.m. to 11 a.m., TNT Sports; 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. CBS. Sunday, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., TNT;
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., CBS.

Defending champion: Jimmy Walker.
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Through Aug. 6

Trn Money
1. So Yeon Ryu 15 $1,733,086
2. Sung Hyun Park 16 $1,541,115
3. Lexi Thompson 15 $1,337783
4. In-Kyung Kim 13 $1,085,893
5. Brooke M. Henderson20 $1,038,689
6. Mi Jung Hur 17 $996,906
7 SeiYoung Kim 17 $995,405
8. Ariya Jutanugarn 19  $979,161
9. Amy Yang 16 $878,836
10. Cristie Kerr 16 $862,417

Auto Racing

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Series
Through Aug. 6

1. Martin Truex Jr 881
2. Kyle Busch 765
3. Kyle Larson 759
4. Kevin Harvick 746
5. Denny Hamlin 687
6. Brad Keselowski 681
7. Chase Elliott 648
8. Jamie McMurray 643
9. Matt Kenseth 637
10. Clint Bowyer 609
11. Jimmie Johnson 574
12. Ryan Blaney 565
13. Joey Logano 542
14. Kurt Busch 528
16. Daniel Suarez 508
16. Ryan Newman 503
17. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 486
18. Erik Jones 477
19. Kasey Kahne 437
20. Trevor Bayne 408

Upcoming Schedule
Sunday — Pure Michigan 400 at Michigan
Int'l Speedway, Noon. (TV: NBCSN)
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CLASSIFIED LINE AD Email or Call Dayle ATHENA HOME/GREAT OVERLOOKING Wallula Gap. Ranch Style Home near
DEADLINES M CONDITION. 3bedroom, 2bath, Year around Weston Mountain Sherwood School. Large fenced
eastoregonian.com 1188 sf(m/l) manufactured home, living, 4.92acres, 1974sf(m/l) yard. 2 car Garage. Large
East Oregonian 1-800-962-2819 corner lot. Large, shaded front 2002 Marlette. Certified wood Storage Shed. Very nice. MLS#
. to place your deck, off street and RV parking. stove. 1840sf(m/l), 6bay 17078846
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You Can Find
Your Dream
Home

Check out our
Real Estate listings
in Classified!

1-800-962-2819

1-800-962-2819
classifieds@

eastoregonian.com

PLAN FOR your DOWNUNER
Tour to Australia and New
Zealand in April!
References available!
Call Kerry
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

$110,000

WITH garage conversion it has
1,109sf(m/l). Add doors to the
conversion it's a 3bedroom,
1bath. Updated vinyl windows.
Patio, fenced w/garden space.
Dawn 541-310-9563cell.
#17272241

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$110,000

WITH garage conversion it has
1,109sf(m/l). Add doors to the
conversion it's a 3bedroom,
1bath. Updated vinyl windows.
Patio, fenced w/garden space.
Dawn 541-310-9563cell.
#17272241

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$205,000

MID-CENTURY w/view of
town/mountains, hardwood
floors, gas fireplace, built-ins.
Updated, modern kitchen, vinyl
windows, remodeled upstairs
bath, finished basement. 3bed,
2bath, 2160(sf(m.l). Jef 541-
969-9539cell. #17693714

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Reach the
buyer you’re
looking for
with a low
cost, effective
classified ad.

(541) 276-0021

$245,000

WELL-MAINTAINED, one-
owner, custom home overlooking
Grecian Heights park
w/incredible views. 4bedrooms,
3baths, 2kitchens; park-like yard
is easy maintenance, UGS,
mature landscaping, lighting.
Molly 541-969-4188cell.
#17511133

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

BUY IT! SELL IT!
FIND IT!

East Oregonian Classified

1-800-962-2819

$329,000 BEAUTIFUL North Hill
View. 3 Bed 2 Full Bath. 2 half
Baths. Huge living room.
Beautiful Oak Kitchen. Two lots.
Two double car garages and
much more. MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you are”
(541-379-8690)

$329,900

SO much to enjoy! 3bed, 3bath
with great room plus large family
room. Kitchen: granite counters,
stainless appliances. Gas
fireplaces. Two lots w/deck
space looking toward park. Vicki
541-969-9441cell. #17297249

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021



