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Trump hopes for ‘honest’
outcome of Russia probe

HUNTINGTON, W.Va. (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Thursday he hopes
for a “truly honest” outcome from the Russia
investigation that has consumed the opening
months of his presidency, and he challenged
Democrats to either continue their
“obsession with a hoax™ or begin serving the
interests of the American people.

At a boisterous campaign rally in
Trump-friendly West Virginia, Trump
slammed the investigation as a “fake story
that is demeaning to all of us and most of all
demeaning to our country and demeaning
to our Constitution.” He commented hours
after news broke that Robert Mueller, the
special counsel leading the investigation, had
empaneled a grand jury in the case.

“I just hope the final determination is a
truly honest one, which is what the millions of
people who gave us our big win in November
deserve and what all Americans who want a
better future want and deserve,” Trump told
thousands of cheering, sign-waving supporters
packed into an arena in Huntington.

The president, who remains agitated
over the investigation into allegations of
coordination between his campaign associ-
ates and Russian government officials, said
Democrats have a decision to make.

“They can continue their obsession with
the hoax or they can serve the interests of the
American people,” he said.

The use of a grand jury, a standard
prosecution tool in criminal investigations,
suggests that Mueller and his team of investi-
gators are likely to hear from witnesses and
demand documents in the coming weeks and
months. The person who confirmed to The
Associated Press that Mueller had turned to
a grand jury was not authorized to discuss
the investigation by name and spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The Wall Street Journal first reported the
use of a grand jury.

Grand juries are common vehicles
to subpoena witnesses and records and
to present evidence, though they do not
suggest any criminal charges are near or will
necessarily be sought. It was not immedi-
ately clear how or whether the Washington
grand jury was connected to the work of a
separate one in Alexandria, Virginia. That
panel has been used to gather information
on Michael Flynn, Trump’s former national
security adviser.

Cities baffled as Sessions
targets them on immigration

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) —
Attorney General Jeff Sessions took new
steps Thursday to punish cities he believes
are not cooperating with federal immigration
agents in a move that was met with bewil-
derment by local officials who said they did
not know why they were being singled out.

The Justice Department sent letters to
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President Donald Trump arrives to speaks at a campaign-style rally at Big Sandy
Superstore Arena in Huntington, W.Va., Thursday.

four cities struggling with gun violence,
telling them they would not be eligible for a
program that provides money to combat drug
trafficking and gang crime unless they give
federal immigration authorities access to jails
and notify agents before releasing inmates
wanted on immigration violations.

Baltimore, Albuquerque, and Stockton and
San Bernardino in California all expressed
interest in the Justice Department’s Public
Safety Partnership, which enlists federal
agents, analysts and technology to help
communities find solutions to crime.

“By taking simple, commonsense
considerations into account, we are encour-
aging every jurisdiction in this country to
cooperate with federal law enforcement,”
Sessions said in a statement that accompa-
nied the letters. “That will ultimately make
all of us safer — especially law enforcement
on our streets.”

The threat marks Sessions’ latest effort
to force local authorities to help federal
agents detain and deport people living in
the country illegally as part of a push to
reduce crime he believes is linked to illegal
immigration. The attorney general has
repeatedly vowed to withhold federal money
from cities that do not cooperate, similar to
how previous administrations have held back
highway funds during debates over the speed
limit and drinking age.

But it was not immediately clear to some
of the cities why they were targeted.

Showdown set in Venezuela
as new assembly takes power

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Vene-
zuela is nearing a showdown, with President
Nicolas Maduro vowing to install a new
constituent assembly that will trump every
other branch of government and opposition
leaders calling for a mass protest to ensure
delegates know their arrival is unwelcome.
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The first meeting of the 545 delegates is
expected to convene Friday at the legislative
palace in Caracas — only yards from the
room where the opposition-controlled
National Assembly holds its sessions.

The legislative palace has been witness to
bloody clashes in recent weeks and Friday’s
installation of the all-powerful assembly,
which Maduro has vowed to use to strip
opposition lawmakers of their constitutional
immunity, sets the stage for an intensified
power struggle. Opposition lawmakers in
congress have vowed they will only be
removed by force.

“The only way they’ll get us out of here
is by killing us,” declared Freddy Guevara,
the National Assembly’s first vice president.
“They will never have the seat that the
people of Venezuela gave us.”

Sunday’s election of the constituent
assembly has come under mounting scrutiny
after the CEO of an international voting
technology company said Wednesday that
“without any doubt” the voter turnout numbers
had been tampered with — accusations that
Maduro and the National Electoral Council
have dismissed. A growing list of foreign
nations has refused to recognize the assembly
and many within Venezuela fear its installation
will open a dark chapter in the nation’s history.

“There has been a gradual erosion of
democratic practice and this is a significant
line that has been crossed,” said Michael
Shifter, president of the Washington-based
think tank Inter-American Dialogue. “To
attach the term democracy to Venezuela
with this new constituent assembly is on
very weak ground.”

The U.S. State Department called the
assembly illegitimate Thursday, saying the
election was rigged to further entrench “the
Maduro dictatorship.”

“The United States will not recognize the
National Constituent Assembly,” spokes-
woman Heath Nauert said.

Flynn details tie to data firm,
transition pay

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Donald Trump’s former national security
adviser, Michael Flynn, is revealing a
brief advisory role with a firm related to a
controversial data analysis company that
aided the Trump campaign, The Associated
Press has learned.

The disclosure of Flynn’s link to
Cambridge Analytica will come in an
amended public financial filing in which the
retired U.S. Army lieutenant general also
discloses income that includes payments
from the Trump transition team, according to
a person close to Flynn who spoke to AP on
condition of anonymity Thursday to describe
details of the filing made to the White House.

The amended disclosure shows that
just before the end of the campaign, Flynn
entered into a consulting agreement with
SCL Group, a Virginia-based company
related to Cambridge Analytica, the data
mining and analysis firm that worked with
Trump’s campaign.

The person said Flynn didn’t perform work
or accept payment as part of the agreement
with SCL Group. The details of Flynn’s role
with SCL weren’t fully laid out, the person
said, noting that Flynn terminated his involve-
ment shortly after Trump won the presidency.

Cambridge Analytica was heavily funded
by the family of Robert Mercer, a hedge fund
manager who also backed the campaign and
other conservative candidates and causes.
Cambridge Analytica also worked for the
successful pro-Brexit campaign in 2016
to pull Britain out of the European Union.
Trump administration chief strategist Steve
Bannon was a vice president of Cambridge
Analytica before he joined the Trump
campaign.

Hacker who helped stop
global cyberattack arrested

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Marcus Hutchins,

a young British researcher credited with
derailing a global cyberattack in May, was
arrested for allegedly creating and distributing
malicious software designed to collect
bank-account passwords, U.S. authorities said
Thursday.

News of Hutchins’ detention came as a
shock to the cybersecurity community. Many
had rallied behind the researcher whose quick
thinking helped control the spread of the
WannaCry ransomware attack that crippled
thousands of computers.

Hutchins was detained in Las Vegas on his
way back to Britain from an annual gathering
of hackers and information security gurus. A
grand jury indictment charged Hutchins with
creating and distributing malware known as
the Kronos banking Trojan.

Such malware infects web browsers, then
captures usernames and passwords when an
unsuspecting user visits a bank or other trusted
location, enabling cybertheft.
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