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By ANNE M. PETERSON
AP Sports Writer

Today, Major League 
Soccer. Tomorrow, the 
world.

Despite purists who 
believe the beautiful game 
should never be sullied by 
video replay, it has arrived 
and isn’t going anywhere. 
Major League Soccer will 
start using it for every match, 
even the postseason, starting 
Saturday.

The Video Assistant 
Referee, VAR for short, 
was showcased on an inter-
national level during this 
summer’s Confederations 
Cup in Russia and the 
Under-20 World Cup in 
South Korea, with mixed 
results.

But MLS has been 
preparing for this moment 
for three years, determined 
to get it right.

“The idea is minimum 
interference for maximum 
benefit,” said veteran referee 
Howard Webb, who is over-
seeing the league’s imple-
mentation of video replay. 
“We’re not trying to change 
the way the game is played. 
We’re trying to enhance 
it. We’re trying to make it 
fairer. We’re trying to make 
sure the outcomes are right.”

Australia’s top-flight 
A-League used a version of 
video review on trial earlier 
this year, and the South 
Korean K-League Classic 
began working with it in 
July.

At least two other top-tier 
leagues will add a VAR soon. 
The German Bundesliga 
will debut video replay for 
the season opener between 
Bayern Munich and Bayer 
Leverkusen on Aug. 18. 
The Italian Serie A will also 
introduce its version after 
adding goal-line technology 
last season.

For now, all eyes are on 
MLS and how it rolls out the 
VAR protocol. The league 
has not publicly stated its 
investment in video review.

“We’ve seen some really 
big players — and make 
no mistake about it MLS 
is a big player in the global 
soccer world — make the 
decision to take it on board, 
and undoubtedly we will be 
watched by the leagues that 
haven’t made the decision as 
well as the leagues that are 
doing it,” Webb said. “We are 
confident with our extensive 
preparation that what they’ll 
see will encourage them to 
do the same thing.”

Webb serves as manager 
of video assistant referee 
operations for the Profes-
sional Referee Organization, 
which oversees on-field offi-
cials in the U.S. and Canada. 
He’s got the credentials: 
He was a Premier League 
referee from 2003-14, and 
also worked the Champions 
League and World Cup finals 
in 2010. He also served 
as director of referees for 
the Saudi Arabian Football 
Federation.

Soccer’s rule-making 

body, the International 
Football Association Board, 
approved trials of video 
technology in March 2016. 
Internationally, live exper-
iments are taking place in 
about 20 competitions this 
year, including the recent 
Confederations Cup, consid-
ered a test for the 2018 World 
Cup.

Implementation at the 
Confederations Cup drew 
criticism because of slow 
reviews that seemed to 
confuse players, coaches and 
fans. But FIFA concluded 
that video replay helped 
referees overturn six “game-
changing decisions.” Calls 
made in 29 additional “major 
incidents” were confirmed 
correct on review.

“What fans have been 
waiting for over so many 
years is finally happening. 
This is a milestone tour-

nament. Video Assistant 
Refereeing is the future of 
modern football.” FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino 
said after seeing the VAR at 
work in early-round matches 
in Russia.

It is expected that the 
IFAB will add video replay 
to the laws of the game 
within the next two years, 
and any competition meeting 
the requirements will be able 
to use it.

For the MLS program , 
a fifth member of the offi-
ciating crew — the Video 
Assistant Referee — will be 
at each MLS stadium and 
will monitor all video feeds 
of the game that are avail-
able, focusing on “potential 
clear and obvious errors or 
serious missed incidents” 
involving goals, penalty 
kicks, straight red cards and 
mistaken identity.

If a review is required, the 
VAR will alert the referee 
on the field, who will make 
a box gesture with his hands 
to indicate the VAR is exam-
ining a possible error. All 
final calls will lie with the 
head referee.

During 93 test games, the 
VAR checked 736 possible 
reviewable instances, 
resulting in just 28 reviews 
or about one every three 
games.

Real Salt Lake’s Brooks 
Lennon has seen VAR first-
hand at the U-20 World Cup, 
where he was part of the U.S. 
team that advanced to the 
quarterfinals.

“There was one big call in 
the quarterfinal game where 
we had a goal scored against 
us and it was offside so they 
called it back,” Lennon said. 
“I think it’s good for the 
game and I think it will make 
right calls that are wrong.”

While MLS is considered 
something of a pioneer with 
the program at the profes-
sional level, the NCAA 
successfully used video 
replay dozens of times last 
season. A rules change last 
year allowed video replay in 
three situations: goals, player 
identification for disciplinary 
reasons, and to identify 
players involved in fights. 
Schools are allowed to use 
whatever equipment they see 
fit.

The technology was used 
in the men’s College Cup 
final between Stanford and 
Wake Forest.

“So the first year we put 
it in, it was right there for 
the whole world to see in the 
men’s Division I final,” said 
Ken Andres, the NCAA’s 
secretary-rules editor. “It was 
utilized to determine whether 
or not there was a goal. The 
ref determined on the field 
that there was no goal, (he) 
went to the video and the 
video was inconclusive. So 
the call of the field stands 
because we require indisput-
able visible evidence.”

Critics point mainly to 
issues involving communi-
cation because fans, players 
and coaches are unable to 
see what is going on while 
in the stadium. Some have 
suggested that video review 
be adapted to show what the 
refs are looking at on video 
scoreboards — like other 
leagues, including the NBA.

Webb is pragmatic in 
understanding that the VAR 
protocol may have to be 
adapted. But the time has 
clearly come — and the MLS 
can lead the way, he said.

“Every time there’s a big 
controversy in a game we 
have the same conversation: 
Why don’t we have video 
technology? Why can’t we 
use replays? Why can’t we 
bring the game up to date 
with the way other sports 
have used the technology?” 
he said. “It is a challenge in 
soccer because of how the 
game is played, that’s why 
it’s taken a lot of training and 
a lot of preparation.”

It’s here: Major League Soccer implements video replay
Soccer
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In this July 11, 2017, still image from video, video re-
view screens are shown before a video replay scrim-
mage, in Park City, Utah. Games were staged as part of 
the final training camp to gauge MLS referees’ compe-
tence in and comfort with video replay. 

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
AND JOSEPH WILSON

Associated Press

PARIS — Six years after 
taking over perennial under-
achiever Paris Saint-Ger-
main, the French club’s 
wealthy owners finally got 
what they wanted by hiring 
Neymar — a player they 
believe will bring them 
Champions League glory.

The Brazil star 
became the most 
expensive player 
in soccer history 
after completing 
his blockbuster 
transfer from 
Barcelona for 
222 million euros 
($262 million) 
on Thursday. By 
paying the release 
clause in his contract, PSG 

shattered the 
world transfer 
record to sign 
arguably one of 
the top three best 
attacking players 
in the game, 
alongside Lionel 
Messi and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo.

The previous 
transfer record 

had been set a year ago 

when Manchester United 
paid 105 million euros (then 
$116 million) to bring Paul 
Pogba back from Juventus.

In his four seasons at 
Barcelona, Neymar scored 
105 goals as Barcelona won 
the Champions League, 
Club World Cup, two 
Spanish league titles and 
Copa del Rey three times.

Now he will look to 
emerge from the shadow of 

five-time world player of 
the year Messi at Barcelona, 
becoming the biggest star in 
the French league in a team 
without the track record of 
success to match his former 
club.

“I am extremely happy 
to join Paris Saint-Ger-
main,” Neymar said. “Since 
I arrived in Europe, the club 
has always been one of the 
most competitive and most 

ambitious. And the biggest 
challenge, what most moti-
vated me to join my new 
teammates, is to help the 
club to conquer the titles 
that their fans want.”

While Barcelona has 
lifted the European Cup 
five times and won the 
FIFA Club World Cup three 
times, PSG is yet to win 
either prestigious competi-
tion.

Neymar signs 5-year deal with PSG in world-record transfer

Neymar

PENDLETON - PRICE
REDUCED. $21,000 new price
$199,000 3 b/r 2 bath , large
laudry room could be used for
craft room.  Newer kitchen , all
appliances stay along with Bar-
B-Que . Huge shop , chicken
coop, garden area and two
driveways . Plenty of room for
RV or all your toys.  Don't pass
this one up.  Call Cathy for more
info  (541) 215-0103.
RMLS #17316091

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - NEW LISTING!
$51,516. 3 b/r, 1 ba on flat.
Fenced yard. Needs work. Call
Cathy for more info 541-215-
0103  RMLS #17435513

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $93,000
Your own private get-a-way. 
1bdrm 1ba cabin w/water and
sewer. Could add beds on
closed-in back porch. Has small
shop and wood storage for the
wood fireplace. Seasonal cabin.
Call Cathy for more inor 541-
215-0103  RMLS #17288483

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $289,900
Price reduced on prime
commercial property.  Close to
Main St, next to river walk and on
a main arterial through town.
Over 8000 sf(m/l)  plus parking.
For more information call Vicki,
541 969- 9441cell.  #17253884

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $105,900
NEW!  Sherwood Sweetie!!
Great 1st home or rental! 2
bedroom on one level. F/A heat.
Covered patio.Storage shed for
those extras! MLS#16530010
CALL: MARGE LAPP  

Pendleton 
Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

Homes for Sale 100

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp

Pendleton 
Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

OVER 1200 Homes 
For Sale

eastoregonrealestate.com

Only $79,300 -- Church for home
or business. Make this one your
own special place. Currently
used as a home - cathedral
ceilings in the great room,
kitchen, bedrooms, bonus rooms.
#17615728
Water Street, Weston

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

NEW LISTING: Custom built
home in Pilot Rock.  Beautifully
maintained 5 bedroom, 3 full
baths, shop, family room, garden
shed.  Open floor plan with a
view of city and the Blues from
nice deck. Lots of windows.  All
for only $300,000. RMLS#
17263321
Call Cathy for more info (541)
215-0103. 

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

HOW MUCH is Your Home
Worth? Call Matt Vogler, The
Weekend and After Hours
Realtor, for a free Market
Analysis. 541-377-9470. More
Listings needed to meet current
buyer demand!

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Homes for Sale 100

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special Financing Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470
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BIG PRICE Drop: Was $435K,
Now $399K!

Birch Creek - Impressive Custom
Built 3 bedroom, 2.5 Bath Home,
on 5+ acres. 3 car garage, Water
Rights, Pipe & Wheel Line, 3 stall
open barn, Pasture/Hay, 36x47
Shop. Open Floor Plan, Soaring
Ceilings, Modern Kitchen, Sun
Porch, Deck, Professionally
Landscaped, 360° Views. Must
See to Appreciate.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

ATTENTION INVESTORS!
Reduced Price, Modern Duplex
built in 2012, Stucco Exterior with
great city views.  3 bedroom and
2 bedroom units.Now  $179,900.
Call Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

$345,000   ATHENA.
Completely private, w/views of
Blues, Columbia River.  3.8acres,
3300sf(m/l) home, 5bed 3bath,
daylight basement.  New metal
roof, new hardy plank siding.
Jerry 541-969-6378. #16645958

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$329,000 BEAUTIFUL North Hill
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half
Baths.  Huge living room.
Beautiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.
Two double car garages and
much more.  MLS# 17054486

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you are”
(541-379-8690)

$329,000 BEAUTIFUL North Hill
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half
Baths.  Huge living room.
Beautiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.
Two double car garages and
much more.  MLS# 17054486

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you are”
(541-379-8690)
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$230,000  GRAND, gracious
4+bedroom Victorian
meticulously restored and
updated. Updates include roof,
plumbing, electrical, insulation,
HVAC, fencing, and dog kennel.
Don't miss this! Molly 541-969-
4188 #17293104

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$165,000                        
14ACRES/ UKIAH. Near John
Day River, year-round stream,
water rights, wildlife. 3bedroom
manufactured home w/add-on
enclosed porch, outbuildings,
terraced landscaping, newer well
pump. Carolyn 541-786-0822cell.
#17499363

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$159,900  3 Bedroom  2 Bath
Ranch Style Home near
Sherwood School.  Large fenced
yard.  2 car Garage.  Large
Storage Shed.  Very nice.  MLS#
17078846

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you are”
(541-379-8690)

$153,000  NEW /  PILOT ROCK
Cozy and inviting. This 3bed,
1bath w/bonus room in attic and
guest yurt is a private retreat.
Park like yard w mature trees.
Dawn 541-310-9563.
#17386370

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

#17093119 -- Extra special care
and lots of upgrades for this
lovely 3 bdroom 2 and a half
bathroom. Loads of bonus rooms
including an office (could be your
4th bedroom), large family room,
backyard waterfall, storage, etc.
$197,000. Call for your new
home today!

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855
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Email or Call Dayle
classifieds@

eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

SIGN UP for your Tour to
Australia in October? This will be
your trip of a lifetime
DOWNUNDER october 2017.
The tour is made to fit the group! 
References available!  Call
Kerry!

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF

PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian

3pm the day prior to 
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

Special Notices 10

Bargain Bin! 4

CLASSIFIED INDEX
003 First Look 125 Homes with Acreage 245 Storage Units 340 Summer Youth Jobs 435 Good Things to Eat
600 Recreational Vehicles 004 Bargain Bin! 135 Lots & Acreage 255 Roommates Wanted 350 Wanted Employment
515 Musical 005 Lost & Found 140 Commerical Property 260 Want to Rent 400 Horse and Tack
450 Round-Up 530 Garage Sales- Pendleton 710 Auto Parts 010 Special Notices 150 Real Estate Wanted
302 Statewide Classified 415 Livestock 470 Auctions 535 Garage Sales- Pilot Rock 720 Trucks
155 Out of Area Property for Sale 310 Business Opportunities 420 Feed and Seed 475 Fuel and Heating 540 Garage Sales- Hermiston
740 Trailers 015 Holiday Happenings 200 Rentals 325 Education/ Schools 425 Farm Equipment
485 Miscellaneous 545 Garage Sales- Athena/ Weston 800 Business/ Service Directory 020 Personals 240 Office Space Available
330 Child/ Adult Care 430 Lawn and Garden 490 Household Items 555 Garage Sales- Other 900 Legal Notices
705 Automobiles 445 Pets 335 Employment 500 Antiques 012 Round-Up
100 Homes For Sale 505 Wanted to Buy 100 Homes For Sale

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com               1-800-962-2819

EAST OREGON

marketplace

CLASSIFIEDS ARE the only place you can get a cow, a condo, a car,
a cantaloupe, and a chiropractor, all in one place!

YOUR DREAM home is right
here in the Classifieds…
check our listings for your
next move!


