
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
latest GOP effort to repeal and replace 
“Obamacare” was fatally wounded in 
the Senate Monday night when two 
more Republican senators announced 
their opposition to the legislation 
strongly backed by President Donald 
Trump.

The announcements from Sens. 
Mike Lee of Utah and Jerry Moran 
of Kansas left the Republican Party’s 
long-promised efforts to get rid of 
President Barack Obama’s health care 
legislation reeling. Next steps, if any, 
were not immediately clear.

Trump, who had predicted success 
for the legislation just hours earlier, 
responded with a tweet urging: 
“Republicans should just REPEAL 
failing ObamaCare now & work on 
a new Healthcare Plan that will start 
from a clean slate. Dems will join in!” 
But Republican leaders rejected that 
clean-repeal approach months ago 
because it could not pass Congress.

Lee and Moran both said they could 
not support Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s legislation in its current 
form. They joined GOP Sens. Susan 
Collins of Maine and Rand Paul of 
Kentucky, both of whom announced 
their opposition right after McConnell 
released the bill last Thursday.

McConnell is now at least two votes 
short in the closely divided Senate and 
may have to go back to the drawing 
board or even begin to negotiate with 
Democrats, a prospect he’s threatened 
but resisted so far. Or he could abandon 
the health care effort, which has proven 
more difficult than many Republicans 
envisioned after campaigning on the 
issue for years, and move on to tax 
legislation, a bigger Trump priority to 
begin with.

McConnell’s bill “fails to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act or address 
healthcare’s rising costs. For the 
same reasons I could not support the 
previous version of this bill, I cannot 
support this one,” said Moran.

Lee said, “In addition to not 
repealing all of the Obamacare taxes, 
it doesn’t go far enough in lowering 
premiums for middle class families; 
nor does it create enough free space 
from the most costly Obamacare regu-
lations.”

It was the second straight failure for 
McConnell, who had to cancel a vote 
on an earlier version of the bill last 
month when defeat became inevitable.

Trump had kept his distance from 

the Senate process, but Monday night’s 
development was a major blow for 
him, too, as the president failed to rally 
support for what has been the GOP’s 
trademark issue for seven years — ever 
since Obama and the Democrats passed 
the Affordable Care Act. Republicans 
won the White House and full control 
of Congress in large part on the basis 
of their promises to repeal and replace 
“Obamacare,” but have struggled to 
overcome their deep internal divisions 
and deliver.

The Senate bill, like an earlier 
version that barely passed the House, 
eliminated mandates and taxes 
under Obamacare, and unraveled an 
expansion of the Medicaid health care 
program for the poor and disabled. But 
for conservatives like Lee and Paul it 
didn’t go far enough in delivering on 
Republican Party promises to undo 
Obama’s law, while moderates like 
Collins viewed the bill as too extreme 
in yanking insurance coverage from 
millions.

McConnell’s latest version aimed 
to satisfy both camps, by incorporating 
language by Sen. Ted  Cruz of Texas 
allowing insurers to sell skimpy plans 
alongside more robust ones, and by 
adding billions to treat opioid addiction 
and to defray consumer costs.

His efforts did not achieve the 
intended result.

There was no immediate reaction 
from McConnell’s office. But Demo-
crats could barely contain their glee.

“This second failure of Trumpcare 
is proof positive that the core of this bill 
is unworkable,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer of New York. 
“Rather than repeating the same failed, 

partisan process yet again, Republicans 
should start from scratch and work 
with Democrats on a bill that lowers 
premiums, provides long term stability 
to the markets and improves our health 
care system.”

Prior to the stunning announce-
ments from Lee and Moran, the GOP 
bill stood on the knife’s edge, with zero 
votes to spare but not dead yet. It was 
apparent that no GOP senator wanted 
to be the third to announce opposition 
and become responsible for killing the 
bill, so the news from Lee and Moran 
came simultaneously.

There are at least a half-dozen or so 
others who are undecided, so it’s quite 
likely that more “no” votes will be 
announced in the days ahead.

In a Senate divided 52-48 between 
Republicans and Democrats, McCon-
nell could lose only two senators and 
still prevail on a procedural vote to 
open debate on the bill. He had hoped 
to hold that vote this week, but Sen. 
John McCain’s recovery following 
surgery in Arizona had already pushed 
back that timeframe.

Earlier this month, Moran faced 
tough questions from constituents at a 
town hall in tiny Palco, Kansas, about 
the impact of the GOP bill. About 150 
people tried to squeeze into a commu-
nity center room and many applauded 
his opposition to the initial health 
care bill. The session underscored the 
evolving position of many Americans 
to government-run health care, with 
loud approval for programs such as 
Medicare and Medicaid.

“I will choose country over party,” 
Moran told the town hall. “I will 
choose Kansans over party.”
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U.S.: Iran 
complying with 
nuclear deal but 
defying its spirit

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Senior U.S. officials say 
the Trump administration 
is certifying to Congress 
for a second time that Iran 
is technically complying 
with the 2015 nuclear 
deal. But they say Iran is 
“unquestionably in default of 
the spirit” of the agreement.

The officials say the 
Trump administration is also 
extending Iran’s relief from 
nuclear-related sanctions 
while a long-running review 
of Iran policy drags on. The 
officials briefed reporters 
on a conference call on 
condition of anonymity.

The administration had 
faced a midnight deadline 
to say whether Iran was 
complying. The decision 
preserves the status quo even 
though President Donald 
Trump says it’s a bad deal 
that mustn’t stand as is.

Officials say they’re 
working to address the deal’s 
flaws and to punish Tehran 
for troublesome non-nuclear 
behavior.

Arizona flash flood 
kills 9 celebrating 
birthday on river

TONTO NATIONAL 
FOREST, Ariz. (AP) — The 
flash flood that killed nine 
people in an Arizona river 
canyon began its deadly 
descent as an impressive but 
avoidable surge of churning 
water, black with cinders 
from a recent wildfire and 
choked with tumbling tree 
trunks and limbs.

By the time it reached 
a rocky swimming hole 
several miles downstream, 
it was a roaring torrent 6 
feet high, and an extended 
family celebrating a birthday 
while seeking refuge from 
the summer heat had no 
warning — and no chance to 
escape.

The bodies were found 
up to two miles away. Five 
other people were rescued, 
some of them clinging 

desperately to trees, and 
were treated for hypothermia 
and released.

As rescuers searched 
Monday for a 27-year-old 
man still missing about 100 
miles northeast of Phoenix, 
authorities identified the 
victims, who ranged in age 
from 2 to 60.

Among them were three 
generations of a family. Five 
of the dead were children.

The victims had been 
lounging Saturday in the 
swimming hole, where rocks 
create pools and a series of 
small waterfalls. There the 
river narrows, squeezing the 
flow of water and increasing 
its deadly force

The river roared to life 
after a thunderstorm had 
dumped up to 1.5 inches of 
rain in an hour, prompting a 
flash-flood warning.

Seattle Mayor Ed 
Murray: I am not 
going to resign

SEATTLE (AP) — 
Seattle Mayor Ed Murray 
says he is not resigning 
following claims by four 
men that he sexually abused 
them as teenagers.

Murray made the 
announcement Monday, 
saying his resignation 
would create a destabilizing 
transition that would likely 
bring city business to a halt.

In May he said he 
wouldn’t seek re-election 
after the allegations surfaced 
but pledged to serve out his 
term through the end of this 
year. However Murray, who 
denies the allegations, is 
facing increasing pressure 
to step down after it was 
reported Sunday by The 
Seattle Times that an Oregon 
child-welfare investigator 
concluded 30 years ago that 
he had sexually abused his 
foster son.

Murray’s former foster 
son is one of the men who 
publicly accused him of 
sexual abuse. Murray 
said the child-welfare 
investigator didn’t interview 
him at the time. He said 
the allegations were fully 
investigated and prosecutors 
never brought charges.

BRIEFLYTwo more GOP senators oppose health bill
The latest Senate GOP 

health care bill is dead

AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta

Protesters agains the Republican health care bill gather inside the office 
of Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, on Capitol Hill on Monday. 
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