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FEDERER: Is 6-1 alltlme agamst finals opponent Marin Cilic
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breaking a record he already
held.

Just weeks from turning 36,
and a father of four, Federer
continued  his  resurgent
season and unchallenged run
through this fortnight at the
All England Club by conjuring
up just enough brilliance to
beat 2010 runner-up Tomas
Berdych 7-6 (4), 7-6 (4), 6-4 in
the semifinals Friday.

“It’s great, but it doesn’t
give me the title quite yet.
That’s why I came here this
year,” Federer said. “I'm so
close now, so I just got to stay
focused.”

He has won every set he’s
played in six matches, and
while he did not exactly domi-
nate against the 11th-seeded
Berdych,  Federer = was
never in much trouble. On
Sunday, Federer will face
2014 U.S. Open champion
Marin Cilic, who reached
his first Wimbledon final by
eliminating 24th-seeded Sam
Querrey of the U.S. 6-7 (6),
6-4, 7-6 (3), 7-5 with the help
of 25 aces and some terrific
returning.

“This is his home court,”
Cilic said about Federer,
“(the) place where he feels
the best and knows that he
can play the best game.”

Since  equaling  Pete
Sampras and William Renshaw
(who played in the 1880s) with
a seventh trophy at Wimbledon
in 2012, Federer has come this
close before to No. 8. But he
lost to Novak Djokovic in the

2014 and 2015 finals.
Here comes another
chance.

Federer would be the
oldest man to win Wimbledon
in the Open era, which dates
to 1968; as it is, he’s the oldest
finalist since Ken Rosewall
was 39 in 1974.

“I mean, I don’t sce
anything that would indicate
really Roger is getting older
or anything like that,” said
Berdych, who wore sneakers
with a silhouette of Djokovic’s
face on the tongue because his
own usual shoes were uncom-
fortable. “He’s just proving
his greatness in our sport.”

Also noteworthy: This is
Federer’s second major final
of 2017. After losing in the
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Wimbledon semifinals last
year, he took the rest of 2016
offto let his surgically repaired
left knee heal. He came back
fit and refreshed and won the
Australian Open in January
for his record-extending 18th
Grand Slam title and first
anywhere in 4% years.
“Giving your body rest from

time to time is a good thing,
as we see now,” Federer said.
“And I'm happy it’s paying
off because for a second, of
course, there is doubts there
that maybe one day you’ll
never be able to come back
and play a match on Centre
Court at Wimbledon. But it
happened, and it’s happened

many, many times this week.”

And most of the 15,000
or so people in attendance
were pulling for him. That
was evident throughout
Friday, from the cries of
“Go, Roger!” to the roars
of approval and thunderous
applause that greeted some of
his best efforts on a day when
he was not necessarily at his
vintage, wondrous best.

The down-the-line fore-
hand passing winner that
landed right on the opposite
baseline in the second set,
leaving Berdych slumping
his shoulders. Or the no-look,
flicked backhand winner
several games later that not
many players would even try,
let alone manage to do.

Or the way he extricated
himself from a sticky situation
down 3-2 in the third, facing
break points at 15-40: 107
mph (173 kph) ace, 116 mph
(187 kph) ace, 120 mph (194
kph) service winner, 119 mph
(192 kph) ace. In the very
next game, he surged to a 4-3
lead by breaking Berdych.
That was pretty much that.

“l was able to come

up with the goods when it
mattered,” Federer said.

The No. 7-seeded Cilic
was not able to do that in the
opening tiebreaker against
Querrey, the first man from
the U.S. in any major semifi-
nals since 2009.

At 6-all, Cilic seemed
distracted by a delay of a
couple of minutes when a
spectator who appeared to feel
ill was helped from her seat
and out of the stands. When
action resumed, Cilic flubbed
two backhands to cede the set.

But from there, he steadied,
handling Querrey’s big serves
rather well. A trio of superb
returns earned a key break
in the fourth set, the last a
massive forehand off a 79 mph
(127 kph) second serve that
drew a shanked backhand and
a yell of “No!” from Querrey.

The next test for Cilic is the
toughest of all: beating Federer
at Centre Court. They met in
the Wimbledon quarterfinals
last year, when Cilic took the
opening two sets and even held
a match point before Federer
came all the way back to win,
improving to 6-1 head-to-head.

WILLIAMS: Muguruza beat Serena Williams for French Open title in 2016
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“I'm definitely in the
position I want to be in,”
Williams said. “It’s a long
two weeks. Now, knocking
on the door for a title. This is
where I want to be.”

Williams has quite a
history at the grass-court
major, winning her first
Grand Slam title in London
in 2000. The last of her seven
majors came at the same

place in 2008.
Shortly after that, in 2011,
Williams announced she

had Sjogren’s disease, an
energy-sapping illness that
also can cause joint pain.
She missed some big tour-
naments, and made several
early exits at the majors.

But she has bounced
back, playing some of her
best tennis over the last 12
months. She reached the
Wimbledon semifinals last
year, and the Australian Open

final this year.

On  Saturday, she’ll
be playing for the Venus
Rosewater Dish for the ninth
time in her 20th Wimbledon
appearance.

“There’s still a lot to be
done. I have one more match
that I’d like to be the winner
of,” Williams said. “IT have to
go out there and take it and
play well.”

The person on the other
side of the net also has
experience playing in the last
weekend on Centre Court.
The 23-year-old Muguruza
played for the title in 2015,
losing to Venus’ little sister,
Serena Williams.

Serena isn’t at Wimbledon
this year because she is preg-
nant and taking the rest of the
season off. But Venus will
likely be checking in with
her for some advice ahead of
Saturday’s match.

“Serena did play her
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in a final,” Venus said. “I
definitely will ask her. I'm
sure she’s going to give me
hopefully some things that
will make a difference for me
in the match.”

Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication
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Muguruza, however, beat
Serena to win the French
Open title in 2016. And she’s
expecting the same kind
of atmosphere despite the
unfamiliar opponent.
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SAT., JULY 15th 10 NOON ¢ 107 NE ELLIS AVE., PENDLETON, OR

CUSTOM BUILT EXECUTIVE HOME WITH
2 LIVING AREAS. This home sits in a private
setting with great views of Umatilla River, City
'~ and Blue Mountains. The main home has a
beautiful open floor plan, and has been nicely

DAWN [
BLALACK | &
Broker

maintained with updates.

Gas HVAC, new

4 solar panels benefit electric bill. Lower unit w/2
| bed, 2 bath, private entrance. Large separate
¢ s workshop, in ground pool, hot-tub (sold as is).
*+ .| Dawn Blalack 541-310-9563cell. #17557166
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BANKER O

WHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

3295 000 B

37 SE Dorion Ave
541-276-0021

www.coldwellbankerwhitney.com

Onen House!

SAT., JULY 15th, 10-NOON e 920 SE BYERS AVE., PENDLETON, OR

COME HOME to the best of both worlds
in this grand and gracious 4+ bedroom

Victorian

thats been  meticulously

restored and tastefully updated to retain
its historic character, while providing

modern

comforts &  convenience.

Updates include roof, plumbing, electrical,
g insulation, HVAC. Fenced yard with lovely
#4 landscaping. Don't miss this one! Molly

Webb  541-969-4188.

#17293104

$230,000

coLbDWweLlLL
BANKER O

WHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

37 SE Dorion Ave

541-276-0021

www.coldwellbankerwhitney.com

“I don’t think it’s going
to be different. A final is a
final,” Muguruza said. “Only
one’s going to win. ... The
racket has to talk.”

Besides her experience
on the court, Muguruza will
also have some experience
behind her off it. She has
been working with 1994
Wimbledon champion
Conchita Martinez recently.

“I think she’s helping me to
deal with the stress of the tour-
nament, because it’s a long tour-
nament,” Muguruza said. “So
she just knows how to prepare,
how to train, what to do.

“Not that I'm doing some-
thing different, honestly. But
to have her by my side gives
me also this little confidence
on having someone that has
won before.”

Williams and Muguruza
have played each other four
times before, and the Amer-
ican has won three of them.
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They have never before
played on grass, though.

“It’s good that she’s played
her before, and that she’s
beaten her. So she knows
what’s to come,” Martinez
said of Saturday’s match.
“She just has to play tennis,
and not worry about who’s
favored or who isn’t favored.
She needs to think about the
next point and nothing else.”

When Martinez won at
Wimbledon for her only
major, she beat 37-year-old
Martina Navratilova in the
final. Williams is the oldest
Wimbledon finalist since then.

Age, however, seems to be
an advantage for Williams.

“I think it’s wonderful to
have the opportunity to play
well and to be strong and
have experience,” Williams

said. “So I think experience
can either work against you
or for you. I like to think it’s
working for me.”
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3pm the day prior to
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

LAST CHANCE to sign up for
your Tour to Australia AND/OR
New Zealand in October! Sign up
for your trip of a lifetime
DOWNUNDER, October 2017.
The tour is made to fit the group!
References available. Call Kerry
541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!
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Email or Call Dayle
classifieds@
eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your
classified ad!!

Homes for Sale 100

BOARDMAN - $350,000
3bedroom, 2bath, 1920sf(m/l)
1level, ranch style home. 2car
garage, covered patio, RV
parking, dog kennel, hot-tub.
Fenced yard, UGS, garden area.
Dawn 541-310-9563cell
#17514679
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

ATHENA - $125,000

Athena home/great condition. 3
bdrm, 2 ba, 1188 sf(m/)
manufactured home, corner lot.
Large, shaded front deck, off
street and RV parking. Cari 541-
377-5058cell. #16443563

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.

Available on Short Notice,
Special ~ Financing  Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,

541.377.9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that  all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

HOW MUCH is Your Home
Worth? Call Matt Vogler, The
Weekend and After Hours
Realtor, for a free Market
Analysis. 541-377-9470. More
Listings needed to meet current
buyer demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

BUY IT! SELL IT!
FIND IT!

East Oregonian Classified

1-800-962-2819




