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WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump on Thursday defended 
his son’s meeting with a Russian lawyer, 
characterizing it as standard campaign 
practice and maintaining that “nothing 
happened” as a result of the June 
sit-down.

The remarks in Paris during a joint 
news conference with French President 
Emmanuel Macron came even though 
Trump’s own FBI pick has said author-
ities should be advised of requests to 
meet with foreign individuals during 
a campaign and even after Donald 
Trump Jr. said he would rethink his own 
conduct in agreeing to the meeting in 
the first place.

“I think from a practical standpoint 
most people would’ve taken that 
meeting. It’s called opposition research, 
or even research into your opponent,” 
Trump said.

Trump Jr. released emails this week 
from 2016 in which he appeared eager 
to accept information from the Russian 
government that could have damaged 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign. The emails 
were sent ahead of a Trump Tower 
meeting with a Russian lawyer that 
Trump’s former campaign manager, 
Paul Manafort, and Trump’s son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, also attended.

Asked about the meeting Thursday, 
Trump said “politics is not the nicest 
business in the world” and that it’s stan-
dard for candidates to welcome negative 
information about an opponent. In this 
case, he added, “nothing happened from 
the meeting, zero happened from the 
meeting.”

Trump’s comments stood in contrast 
to the position of his nominee for FBI 
director, Christopher Wray, who at his 
confirmation hearing Wednesday was 
asked what candidates should do if 
they’re told a foreign government wants 
to help by offering damaging informa-
tion about an opponent.

“Any threat or effort to interfere with 
our elections from any nation-state or 
any non-state actor,” Wray said, “is the 
kind of thing the FBI would want to 
know.”

Trump Jr. himself said in a Fox News 
interview Tuesday night that “in retro-
spect I probably would have done things 
a little differently.”

Meanwhile, the Republican chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee said 
he would call on Trump Jr. to testify as 
part of an investigation into Russian 
meddling in last year’s election and 

would subpoena him if necessary. 
Witnesses who refuse to comply with 
subpoenas risk being held in contempt.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said he 
wants Trump Jr. to testify “pretty soon,” 
and it could be as early as next week. 
He wouldn’t say what he wants to hear 
from Trump Jr., but said members aren’t 
restricted “from asking anything they 
want to ask.” The panel’s top Democrat, 
California Sen. Dianne Feinstein, had 
also called on Trump Jr. to testify.

A lawyer for Donald Trump Jr. did 
not immediately respond to a message 
seeking comment. A spokesman for the 
Senate Judiciary Committee said the 
letter hasn’t been sent.

The Judiciary Committee is one of 
several congressional panels investi-
gating Russian meddling in the U.S. elec-
tion, along with Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller. U.S. intelligence agencies have 
accused the Russian government of 
meddling through hacking in last year’s 
election to benefit Trump and harm 
Clinton, and authorities are exploring 
potential coordination between Moscow 
and the Trump campaign.

Virginia Sen. Mark Warner, the top 
Democrat on the Senate intelligence 
committee, has also said he’d like to 
hear from Trump Jr. and said the panel 
has requested documents from him. 
But committee chairman, Republican 
Sen. Richard Burr of North Carolina, 
hasn’t said whether the committee will 
call him in. Trump Jr. tweeted Monday 
that he was “happy to work with the 

committee to pass on what I know.”
It’s unclear whether Trump Jr. would 

be as eager to testify before the Judi-
ciary panel, which generally conducts 
open hearings. The Senate intelligence 
committee interviews many of its 
witnesses behind closed doors, though 
it has held an unusual number of open 
hearings as part of the Russia probe.

The June 9 meeting involved a 
lawyer, Natalia Veselnitskaya, who 
was described to Trump Jr. in emails 
as a “Russian government attorney” 
who had incriminating information on 
Clinton. Trump, apparently referencing 
an article in The Hill newspaper that said 
the Justice Department had enabled the 
attorney to be in the country, suggested 
Thursday “she was here” because of 
former Attorney General Loretta Lynch.

An assistant United States attorney in 
a January court hearing in New York said 
the federal government had bypassed 
the normal visa process and granted 
a “type of extraordinary permission” 
so that her client could be in the U.S. 
to be deposed in a Justice Department 
lawsuit involving a Russian investment 
firm. The government, the lawyer said, 
“made the further accommodation of 
allowing his Russian lawyer into the 
country to assist.”

In a statement, Lynch said she had 
no knowledge of Veselnitskaya’s travel. 
“The State Department issues visas, and 
the Department of Homeland Security 
oversees entry to the United States at 
airports,” the statement said.

Trump: Son’s Russia meeting 
‘standard campaign practice’
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President Donald Trump pauses during a joint news conference with 
French President Emmanuel Macron at the Elysee Palace in Paris.

Trustees project 
biggest Social 
Security increase 
in years

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Millions of Americans 
who rely on Social Security 
can expect to receive their 
biggest payment increase 
in years this January, 
according to projections 
released Thursday by the 
trustees who oversee the 
program.

But older Americans 
shouldn’t get too excited.

The increase is projected 
to be just 2.2 percent, or 
about $28 a month for 
the average recipient. 
Social Security recipients 
have gone years with tiny 
increases in benefits. This 
year they received an 
increase of 0.3 percent, 
after getting nothing last 
year.

Some good news for 
seniors: The trustees 
project that Medicare Part 
B premiums will remain 
unchanged next year. Most 
beneficiaries pay $134 a 
month, though retirees with 
higher incomes pay more.

Both Social Security’s 
cost-of-living adjustment 
and the Medicare Part 
B premium are to be 
announced in the fall.

The trustees released 
the 2018 projections 
Thursday, along with their 
annual warning about 
the long-term financial 
problems of Social Security 
and Medicare, the federal 
government’s two bedrock 
retirement programs.

More than 61 million 
retirees, disabled workers, 
spouses and surviving 
children receive Social 
Security benefits. The 
average monthly payment 
is $1,253. Medicare 
provides health insurance 
to about 58 million people, 
most of whom are at least 
65 years old.

Unless Congress 
acts, the trust funds that 
support Social Security 
are estimated to run dry 
in 2034, the same year 
as last year’s projection. 
Medicare’s trust fund for 
inpatient care is projected 
to be depleted in 2029, a 

year later than last year’s 
forecast.

If Congress allows 
either fund to be depleted, 
millions of Americans 
living on fixed incomes 
would face steep cuts in 
benefits.

New Senate GOP 
health care bill 
teeters on brink

WASHINGTON 
(AP) — Republican leaders 
unveiled a new health 
care bill Thursday in their 
increasingly desperate 
effort to deliver on seven 
years of promises to repeal 
and replace “Obamacare.” 
They immediately lost 
two key votes, leaving 
none to spare as the party’s 
own divisions put its top 
campaign pledge in serious 
jeopardy.

President Donald Trump 
declared a day earlier that 
failure would make him 
“very angry” and that 
he would blame Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky.

But talking with 
reporters aboard Air Force 
One en route to France, 
Trump also acknowledged 
the challenges.

“I’d say the only thing 
more difficult than peace 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians is health 
care,” Trump said. “But I 
think we’re going to have 
something that’s really 
good and that people are 
going to like.”

The reworked bill 
McConnell presented to 
fellow Republicans aims 
to win conservatives’ 
support by letting insurers 
sell low-cost, skimpy 
policies. At the same time, 
he seeks to placate hesitant 
moderates by adding 
billions to combat opioid 
abuse and help consumers 
with skyrocketing costs.

But it was not clear 
whether the Republican 
leader has achieved the 
delicate balance he needs 
after an embarrassing 
setback last month when 
he abruptly canceled a vote 
in the face of widespread 
opposition to a bill he 
crafted largely in secret.
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A&E C2 Live PD Live PD Live PD Live PD "Rewind" Live PD (L) (N)

AMC 60 <++ The Italian Job (‘03, Act) Mark Wahlberg. <++ Twister (‘96, Act) Bill Paxton, Helen Hunt. <+++ The Departed (‘06, Thril) Leonardo DiCaprio. <+++ Goodfellas (‘90, Cri) Joe Pesci, Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta. FearDead 

ANPL 24 Pit Bull Parolees Pit Bull Parolees Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! PlayhouseMasters Insane Pools Insane Pools Insane Pools (N) Insane Pools: S. Insane Pools: S. 

CMT 43 Reba Reba Reba Reba Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man <++ Message in a Bottle (‘99, Rom) Kevin Costner. <++ Message in a Bottle (‘99, Rom) Kevin Costner. Cowboys Cheer. 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Money Options Mad Money American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed Paid Paid 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The Situation The Situation OutFront A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 CNN Special A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 CNN Special The Nineties 

DISC C1 Dual Survival Dual Survival Dual Survival Dual Survival Dual Survival Bush People Bush People Bush People Bush People Bush People (N) Bush People Bush People 

DISN 26 Andi M. Bizaard. Austin Austin Underc. Underc. < How to Build a Better... StuckMid Bizaard. Bunk'd Jessie Liv Mad K.C. Undercover Underc. Underc. Bizaard. Andi M. StuckMid Underc. Underc. Bizaard. 

ESPN 33 Jump SportsNation (L) Highly? Horn (N) Interrupt SportsCenter ESPY Awards X Games Minneapolis (L) SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter 

ESPN2 34 C. Football (L) Talk (L) Beach Volleyball World Series (L) SportsCenter (N) Poker World Series (L) Kickboxing Glory 43 ESPY Awards

FNC 66 Shepard Smith Your World Fox Specialists Special Report The Story TuckerCarlsonTon The Five Hannity TuckerCarlsonTon The Five Hannity TuckerCarlsonTon 

FOOD 61 Barefoot Contessa Pioneer Pioneer Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Food (N) Food Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners 

FREE 32 <+++ Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince :10 <++++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 :50 <+++ Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 Bold Type "Pilot" The 700 Club 

FX 6C < Interstellar 2½Men 2½Men Mother Mother Mike&M. Mike&M. 2½Men 2½Men <+++ Oblivion (‘13, Sci-Fi) Morgan Freeman, Tom Cruise. <++ White House Down (‘13, Act) Jamie Foxx, Channing Tatum. Snowfall 

GOLF 88 CHAMPS Golf PGA Golf John Deere Classic Site: TPC Deere Run (L) Web.com Golf Utah Championship (L) Golf C. PGA Golf John Deere Classic Site: TPC Deere Run -- Silvis, Ill. CHAMPS Golf Senior Players Championship 

GSN 76 Reaction Reaction The Chase Idiotest Idiotest Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Emogen. Emogen. MindMan MindMan 

HALL 87 Home and Family <+ A Very Merry Mix-Up Alicia Witt. < A Dream of Christmas < My Christmas Love < Love You Like Christmas Middle Middle G. Girls G. Girls 

HGTV 62 Fixer Upper House House House House House House House House House House House House House House Bargain Bargain Bargain Bargain H.Hunt House H.Hunt House 

HIST C0 Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens (N) UFOFiles /:15 Aliens :15 Ancient Aliens 

LIFE 29 Mother Mother Grey's Anatomy Grey's A. "Push" Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy <++ How Do You Know (‘10, Com/Dra) Little Women: LA 

NICK 27 Machines R Rivets PAW PAW Sponge Sponge Sponge Sponge ALVIN Sponge Loud H. Loud H. Loud H. H.Danger H.Danger Thunder The Thundermans <+ Yogi Bear (‘10, Adv) F.House Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 Paid Paid The Dan Patrick Show (N) Mariners Pregame MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Chicago White Sox (L) Pstgame MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Chicago White Sox Pstgame 

SPIKE 42 Gangland Gangland Gangland Gangster Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Bellator MMA (N) :15  Cops Cops 

SYFY 67 < We Are Still Here < Death Race 2050 Manu Bennett. <+++ Zombieland Woody Harrelson. <++ Ghost Rider (‘07, Act) Nicolas Cage. Killjoys (N) Dark Matter (N) Wynonna Earp (N) < Resident Evil:... 

TBS C9 Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Fam.Guy Fam.Guy Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld <+++ Man of Steel (‘13, Act) Amy Adams, Henry Cavill. < Fright Night 

TCM C6 Movie < Minnelli on M... :45 <+++ Kid Glove Killer :15 <++ Little Mister Jim <+++ Shadow of a Doubt <++++ Lifeboat Tallulah Bankhead. <+++ Spellbound Ingrid Bergman. :15 < Notorious 

TLC 49 Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings Four Weddings Gypsy Wedd Gypsy Wedd Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes-Dress 90 Day "When the Past Catches Up" 90 Day Fiancé "We Got Bad Blood" 90 Day Fiancé 

TNT C7 Supernatural Supernatural Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones < The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1 Will :40  Will 

UNI 21 Notic. Hoy Hoy Como dice dicho Mi adorable El gordo y la flaca Primer impacto Incluido Notic. Rosa Guadalupe Jose de Egipto La doble vida Rosario Tijeras Impacto Noticie. 

USA C8 Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU Law&Order: SVU SVU "Stranger" Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern House House 

WE 118 CSI: Miami CSI: Miami CSI "Dissolved" CSI "Seeing Red" Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra Kendra 

WGN  Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods MASH MASH MASH MASH MASH MASH Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Mother Rules Rules 
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HBO C18 <++ Big Trouble Tim Allen. <++ K-Pax (‘01, Dra) Kevin Spacey. :40 < Robin Hood: Men in Tights :25 <++ Mission: Impossible II VICE (N) 1stLook /:15 <+++ Watchmen (‘09, Act) Malin Akerman. VICE Movie 

HBO2 C20 < Shaft :25 < Krampus Toni Collette. :05 < Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice :40 <++ The Conjuring 2 Vera Farmiga. :55 <++ Notorious Jamal Woolard. < Straight Outta Compton O'Shea Jackson Jr.. Defiant 

HBO3 C21 < The Secret Life of Bees :40 <++ Mr. Woodcock :10 <+++ Erin Brockovich Julia Roberts. :25 <++ Solaris :10 < Hail, Caesar! Josh Brolin. < Sully (‘16, Bio) Tom Hanks. Making < Erin Brockovich 

MAX C49 < By the Sea Angelina Jolie. :35 < Mistress America < The Wedding Singer :40 <++ Semi-Pro :15 <+++ I Love You, Man <++++ Deadpool :50 <+++ I Am Legend Will Smith. Movie 

SHOW C78 <++ Disaster Movie <++ Secret in Their Eyes <++ The Score Robert De Niro. :45 <++ Assault on Precinct 13 :45 <++ Transporter 3 Boxing Boxing (N)

STARZ 621 Movie :50 <++ The Flintstones :25 <+++ Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End :15 <++ Get Shorty John Travolta. < Passengers Jennifer Lawrence. Outlander Power < Step Brothers 

STZENC 644 <++ Varsity Blues <+++ Spaceballs :05 < The Night Before :50 <++ Sleepless in Seattle :40 <++ Face/ Off (‘97, Act) John Travolta. <++ Varsity Blues :45 < The Night Before 
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