
Power outages hit 
Hermiston twice in 
four days

HERMISTON — Herm-
iston customers lost power on 
Friday and Monday thanks to 
a bird and a balloon.

About 2,950 Umatilla 
Electric customers lost power 
Monday evening when 
a metallic party balloon 
contacted lines at Geer Road 
and Theater Lane.

According to UEC 
spokesman Steve Myers, 
the contact started a fire and 
knocked out power around 
north Hermiston from 
6:45-7:43 p.m.

Myers cautioned that 
releasing helium balloons 
into the atmosphere can cause 
power outages and fires.

About 2,900 Umatilla 
Electric customers lost power 
Friday morning when a bird 
flew into power equipment 
at the Hermiston Butte 
substation.

Land-use group 
tries to stop 
Oregon solar farm

MEDFORD (AP) — The 
land-use group 1000 Friends 
of Oregon is trying to block 
a large solar farm planned 
for prime agricultural land 
outside Medford.

The Mail Tribune reports  
the Jackson County Board 
of Commissioners approved 
the project last month by a 
2-to-1 vote. 1000 Friends 
filed its intent to appeal with 
the state Land Use Board of 
Appeals on Friday.

Neighboring landowners 
and other opponents say 
high-value farmland should 
not be converted to a 
large-scale solar farm.

Commissioners said 
the solar farm that would 
include almost 40,000 panels 
is an economically beneficial 
use of the land and doesn’t 

permanently remove it from 
agricultural production. They 
imposed a condition that 
the farm be dismantled after 
30 years so the land can be 
returned to agricultural use.

Florida-based Origis 
Energy hopes to install 
panels, fencing and other 
parts of the solar farm in the 
next few months.

Oregon wildfire 
spreads to nearly 
10 square miles

PORTLAND (AP) — A 
wildfire has scorched nearly 
10 square miles of brush, tall 
grass and timber in sparsely 
populated south-central 
Oregon.

Authorities say the 
fire that began Saturday 
near the unincorporated 
community of Summer Lake 
is threatening structures and 
sage grouse habitat. Officials 
have scheduled a meeting 
Tuesday night to update the 
community on the status of 
the fire.

The cause of the blaze 
remains under investigation.

High-tech firm 
moving main office 
to Medford

MEDFORD (AP) — A 
tech employer in southern 
Oregon is shifting its 
headquarters to Medford.

Lighthouse Worldwide 
Solutions announced it’s 
moving more than two dozen 
executive and management 
jobs away from Northern 
California.

The company 
manufactures cleanroom 
particle monitors. Founder 
Tae Yun Kim said she was 
cautioned by family, friends 
and others about moving 
to Medford, because of 
transportation challenges and 
other factors.

But the company 

determined the pros 
outweigh the cons. Those 
positives include more 
cost-effective labor, utilities, 
taxes, workers’ compensation 
and house prices.

The Mail Tribune reports  
Lighthouse Worldwide 
opened a manufacturing 
site in Medford 15 years 
ago. The company currently 
employs about 75 workers at 
sites in Medford and Grants 
Pass.

The company’s marketing 

manager, Mark VonHolle, 
says the average annual wage 
for electronic instruments in 
the Rogue Valley is $65,000, 
double the median wage in 
Jackson County.

Woman sentenced 
for taking 
relative’s benefits

PORTLAND (AP) — An 
Oregon woman has been 
sentenced for taking 

thousands of dollars’ worth 
of Social Security benefits 
meant for her granddaughter 
after the girl’s mother died.

The Oregonian/
OregonLive reports 
53-year-old Julia Simmons 
will serve 30 days in a 
halfway house and three 
years of probation. She 
pleaded guilty to theft 
of government funds. 
Simmons was also ordered 
to pay back the nearly 
$40,000 of stolen benefits.

Simmons’ granddaughter 
lost her mother Rhonda 
Casto after she fell off a 
cliff during a hiking trip 
in 2009. After Casto’s 
death, Simmons submitted 
a Social Security survivor 
benefits application on 
behalf of her granddaughter. 
Prosecutors say Simmons 
claimed the money for more 
than five years.

Simmons has apologized 
and says she deeply regrets 
what she did.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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 0-2, Low  3-5, Moderate 6-7, High;
 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme

 The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-
ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 
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Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, 
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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TODAY

94° 59°

97° 63°

Plenty of sunshine

THURSDAY

Abundant 

sunshine

93° 59°

96° 61°

FRIDAY

Hot with plenty of 

sunshine

96° 64°

99° 66°

SATURDAY

Mostly sunny

95° 61°

100° 63°

SUNDAY

88° 58°

93° 60°

Very warm with 

plenty of sun

Last New First Full

July 16
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July 23 July 30 Aug 7

Albuquerque 94 70 t 88 68 t
Atlanta 89 73 t 91 74 pc
Atlantic City 87 77 pc 90 76 pc
Baltimore 93 74 pc 98 75 pc
Billings 87 63 s 97 68 s
Birmingham 89 75 t 91 75 pc
Boise 96 68 s 101 69 s
Boston 82 64 pc 72 59 t
Charleston, SC 91 74 t 93 76 pc
Charleston, WV 93 71 pc 92 73 pc
Chicago 91 71 t 85 66 c
Cleveland 91 75 t 84 71 t
Dallas 95 77 pc 96 78 s
Denver 87 60 t 83 59 t
Detroit 89 71 t 84 68 t
El Paso 97 73 pc 95 73 pc
Fairbanks 83 60 pc 81 57 sh
Fargo 73 54 pc 74 54 s
Honolulu 88 76 sh 88 76 pc
Houston 93 76 pc 92 76 t
Indianapolis 90 75 pc 89 72 t
Jacksonville 91 74 t 91 75 sh
Kansas City 95 76 s 90 69 pc
Las Vegas 106 85 s 109 86 s
Little Rock 91 73 t 91 74 t
Los Angeles 84 66 pc 83 66 pc

Louisville 94 77 pc 93 77 pc
Memphis 91 75 t 92 77 pc
Miami 90 80 sh 89 81 t
Milwaukee 87 69 t 82 63 c
Minneapolis 89 65 pc 75 60 pc
Nashville 93 75 pc 92 75 pc
New Orleans 89 77 t 90 77 t
New York City 87 74 pc 91 70 t
Oklahoma City 96 73 s 96 72 pc
Omaha 93 70 t 85 65 pc
Philadelphia 92 77 pc 97 76 t
Phoenix 105 86 pc 106 88 pc
Portland, ME 78 58 pc 65 54 t
Providence 86 68 pc 82 62 c
Raleigh 95 75 pc 96 75 pc
Rapid City 89 59 pc 93 64 pc
Reno 97 64 s 97 65 s
Sacramento 92 59 s 91 58 s
St. Louis 100 80 pc 97 76 t
Salt Lake City 97 73 pc 98 73 pc
San Diego 78 69 pc 78 68 pc
San Francisco 70 55 pc 69 55 pc
Seattle 76 56 s 74 54 s
Tucson 96 77 pc 99 79 pc
Washington, DC 95 79 pc 99 80 pc
Wichita 102 75 s 102 73 s

Astoria 66 53 pc 66 50 pc
Baker City 91 49 s 92 50 pc
Bend 90 53 s 91 53 s
Brookings 63 51 pc 62 51 pc
Burns 91 49 s 95 50 s
Enterprise 89 51 s 92 53 s
Eugene 84 50 s 80 49 s
Heppner 90 55 s 91 55 s
Hermiston 97 63 s 96 61 s
John Day 94 58 s 96 58 s
Klamath Falls 90 49 s 90 50 s
La Grande 92 54 s 93 56 s
Meacham 89 51 s 90 53 s
Medford 96 60 s 96 61 s
Newport 61 50 pc 61 48 pc
North Bend 63 54 pc 63 52 pc
Ontario 96 63 s 102 65 s
Pasco 96 59 s 97 58 s
Pendleton 94 59 s 93 59 s
Portland 82 57 s 79 55 s
Redmond 92 49 s 93 49 s
Salem 85 54 s 80 54 s
Spokane 88 61 s 91 61 s
Ukiah 88 47 s 91 51 s
Vancouver 79 55 s 78 54 s
Walla Walla 95 67 s 96 65 s
Yakima 95 59 s 94 57 s

Beijing 98 79 pc 99 79 pc
Hong Kong 89 79 t 89 81 t
Jerusalem 91 70 s 90 68 s
London 71 53 pc 74 57 pc
Mexico City 70 56 t 72 55 t
Moscow 72 61 r 72 62 r
Paris 74 56 t 76 58 pc
Rome 86 70 s 90 70 s
Seoul 86 72 pc 86 74 pc
Sydney 61 47 sh 64 49 pc
Tokyo 88 79 pc 87 78 pc

Boardman WSW 6-12 WSW 7-14
Pendleton W 4-8 WNW 4-8

 Today Thursday

 Today Thur.  Today Thur.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2017

National Summary: Storms will dot the Deep South, Northeast, central Plains, central 
Rockies and the Desert Southwest today. Severe storms and flash flooding will tend to 
focus on the lower Great Lakes region.

 Today Thu.

 Today Thu.

High 111° in Needles, Calif. Low 31° in Climax, Colo.

Western Washington: Low clouds followed 
by sunshine today. Patchy clouds tonight.

Coastal Oregon: Low clouds followed by 
sunshine today. Partly cloudy tonight.

Northern California: Clouds, then sun at the 
coast today; sunny in central parts. Partly 
sunny in the interior mountains.

Eastern and Central Oregon: Plenty of 
sunshine today; hot. Clear tonight. Hot 
tomorrow.

Eastern Washington: Plenty of sunshine 
today. Clear tonight. Plenty of sunshine 
tomorrow.

Cascades: Plenty of sunshine today; pleas-
ant across the north. Clear tonight.
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through 3 p.m. yesterday

through 3 p.m. yesterday

Yesterday 85°  54°
Normals 88°  58°
Records 107° (1897) 40° (1911)

Yesterday 86°  60°
Normals 88°  58°
Records 107° (2002) 42° (2008)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date Trace
Normal month to date 0.11"
Year to date 11.30"
Last year to date 7.20"
Normal year to date 7.68"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.00"
Normal month to date 0.08"
Year to date 6.59"
Last year to date 4.93"
Normal year to date 5.78"

Sunrise today   5:18 a.m.
Sunset tonight   8:44 p.m.
Moonrise today   10:50 p.m.
Moonset today   8:51 a.m.

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

www.eastoregonian.com

To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255
 or go online to www.eastoregonian.com

 and click on ‘Subscribe’

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday, Monday 
and Dec. 25, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801. 

Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR. Postmaster: send address changes to 
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.

Copyright © 2017, EO Media Group

Subscriber services:
For home delivery, vacation stops or delivery concerns: 1-800-522-0255

Didn’t receive your paper? Call 1-800-522-0255 
before noon Tuesday through Friday 

or before 10 a.m. Saturday 
for same-day redelivery

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
 Local home delivery  Savings off cover price
EZPay $14.50 41 percent
52 weeks $173.67 41 percent
26 weeks $91.86 38 percent
13 weeks $47.77 36 percent
*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit or debit card/check charge

Single copy price: 
$1 Tuesday through Friday, $1.50 Saturday

Advertising Director: Marissa Williams

541-278-2669 • addirector@eastoregonian.com
Advertising Services: Laura Jensen
541-966-0806 • ljensen@eastoregonian.com
Multimedia Consultants:

• Terri Briggs
541-278-2678 • tbriggs@eastoregonian.com
• Danni Halladay
541-278-2683 • dhalladay@eastoregonian.com
• Jeanne Jewett
541-564-4531 • jjewett@eastoregonian.com
• Dayle Stinson
541-278-2670 • dstinson@eastoregonian.com
• Angela Treadwell 
541-966-0827 • atreadwell@eastoregonian.com
• Audra Workman
541-564-4538 • aworkman@eastoregonian.com

Classified & Legal Advertising
1-800-962-2819 or 541-278-2678
classifieds@eastoregonian.com or legals@eastoregonian.com
NEWS
• To submit news tips and press releases: • call 541-966-0818 •     
fax 541-276-8314 • email news@eastoregonian.com
• To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News: 
email community@eastoregonian.com or call Tammy Malgesini at 
541-564-4539 or Renee Struthers in at 541-966-0818.
• To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:
email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit www.eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements
• To submit a Letter to the Editor: mail to Managing Editor Daniel 
Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email 
editor@eastoregonian.com.
• To submit sports or outdoors information or tips: 
541-966-0838 • sports@eastoregonian.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Production Manager: Mike Jensen
541-215-0824 • mjensen@eastoregonian.com

Corrections
Pendleton Mayor John Turner did not directly lobby Rep. 

Greg Barreto (R-Cove) or Sen. Bill Hansell (R-Athena) 
for projects in the transportation package, but along with 
a group of city officials brought a request to legislators 
during statewide hearings on the legislation. Inaccurate 
information appeared in the article “Pendleton shut out of 
transportation earmarks” (July 8, Page 1A).
The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and 

sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in 
the paper, please call 541-966-0818.
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Win One of Five $50

Gift bards
Share your opicioc about the East Oregociac acd EastOregociac.com acd you’ll 

automatically be ectered icto a drawicg to wic oce of five $50 VISA gift cards

From cow uctil July 21, 2017,  you may access the survey oclice at 

www.EastOregociac.com/eo/readersurvey

The East Oregonian is dedicated to bringing you the best in 

news, entertainment and advertising features from across 

Northeast Oregon. 

To help us bring you an even better newspaper and website, 

we’re conducting a short reader survey of our subscribers and 

nonsubscribers. We’re inviting you to be a part of that survey.

Thack you for helpicg us to make the East Oregociac acd EastOregociac.com 

evec more valuable to the commucities that we serve.


