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Trump Jr. admits he
wanted info on Clinton

from Russian

WASHINGTON (AP) — A meeting
between President Donald Trump’s eldest
son and a Russian lawyer during the
presidential campaign occurred at the behest
of a Moscow-based singer with family
ties to Trump’s businesses, according to a
participant in the talks. Donald Trump Jr.
acknowledged Monday he made time for
the meeting hoping to
get information about
Democrat Hillary
Clinton.

The circumstances
surrounding the
meeting fueled new
questions about the
Trump campaign’s
possible ties to Russia,
which are being
scrutinized by federal
and congressional
investigators. Some election law experts
said a discussion of potentially damaging
information on Clinton could prompt
scrutiny from Special Counsel Robert
Mueller in light of federal laws barring
foreign contributions to campaigns.

Larry Noble, a former general counsel at
the Federal Election Commission, said the
situation “raises all sorts of red flags.”

“You do not want your campaign to be
involved with foreign nationals, period,” said
Noble, now senior director at the Campaign
Legal Center.

On Monday, Trump Jr. tried to brush off
the significance of the meeting, tweeting
sarcastically, “Obviously I’'m the first person
on a campaign to ever take a meeting to hear
info about an opponent ... went nowhere but
had to listen.”

Hours later, New York-based attorney
Alan Futerfas said he had been retained to
represent the president’s son. And Trump Jr.
said on Twitter he was willing to work with
the Senate intelligence committee, one of the
panels probing possible campaign collusion,
“to pass on what I know.”

Lawmakers on the committee from both
parties said they indeed wanted to talk with
the president’s son. Sen. Susan Collins,
R-Maine, said the panel “needs to interview
him and others who attended the meeting.”
Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., agreed, saying,
“Based on his own admissions, this is an
attempt at collusion.”

The sequence of events that led to the
June 2016 meeting highlighted the tangled
web of relationships that investigators now
are sorting through.

The president’s son said the meeting
was arranged by an acquaintance he knew
through the 2013 Miss Universe pageant
Trump held in Moscow.

Trump Jr. didn’t name the acquaintance,
but in an interview with The Associated
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Bulls on the loose

Revellers run in front of Fuente Ymbro’s fighting bulls during the running of
the bulls at the San Fermin Festival, in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday.
Revellers from around the world flock to Pamplona every year to take part in
the eight days of the running of the bulls.

AP Photo/Alvaro Barrientos

Press, music publicist Rob Goldstone
confirmed he set up the meeting on
behalf of his client, Russian singer Emin
Agalarov. Goldstone said the Russian
lawyer, Natalia Veselnitskaya, stated that
she had information about purported illegal
campaign contributions to the Democratic
National Committee that she thought Trump
Jr. might find helpful.

Goldstone said Trump Jr. agreed to
squeeze the meeting into a tight schedule.

Dmitry Peskov, a spokesman for
Russian President Vladimir Putin, said
Monday the Kremlin doesn’t know
Veselnitskaya and “cannot keep track”
of every Russian lawyer who holds
meetings in Russia or abroad. Although
she has not been publicly linked with the
Russian government itself, Veselnitskaya
represented the son of a vice president of
state-owned Russian Railways in a New
York money-laundering case settled in May
before a trial.

GOP health care
divisions multiply as
Trump pressures Senate

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican
divisions over health care multiplied
Monday as President Donald Trump
pressured GOP senators to act quickly, and
Vice President Mike Pence suggested they
might have to revert to a straightforward
“Obamacare” repeal if they can’t agree on an
alternative.

Consensus on a replacement seemed
more remote than ever as senators returned

to the Capitol from a Fourth of July recess.
Some lawmakers spent the break facing
critics of Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell’s bill, or voicing criticism of
their own. But Sen. John Cornyn of Texas,
the No. 2 Republican, told reporters that a
revised bill would be unveiled this week,
and “the goal continues to be to” vote next
week.

McConnell abruptly postponed a vote last
month, lacking GOP support for legislation
he wrote largely in secret.

To succeed, the new legislation will have
to address the concerns of conservatives
like Mike Lee of Utah and Ted Cruz of
Texas, who want a more full-blown repeal,
and moderates like Susan Collins of Maine
and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, who want
essentially the opposite, a more generous
bill.

McConnell has little room for error as he
tries to pass a bill with 50 GOP votes, and
Pence as the tie-breaker, in a Senate split
52-48 between Republicans and Democrats.
Some GOP senators are questioning
McConnell’s partisan approach, and the
majority leader himself acknowledged
to a home-state audience in Kentucky
last week that if he can’t get the job done
with Republicans alone, he’ll have to turn
to Democrats to shore up the market for
individual insurance buyers.

Collins, referring to President Barack
Obama’s Affordable Care Act, passed in
2010 without a single Republican vote,
told reporters: “I believe that we should not
repeat the mistake that President Obama
made in passing major legislation with no
support from the other party.”

UK court sets new
hearing in case of
terminally ill baby

LONDON (AP) — A British court on
Monday gave the parents of 11-month-old
Charlie Gard a chance to present fresh
evidence that their terminally ill son should
receive experimental treatment.

The decision came after an emotionally
charged hearing in the wrenching case,
during which Gard’s mother wept in
frustration and his father yelled at a lawyer.

Judge Nicholas Francis gave the couple
until Wednesday afternoon to present the
evidence and set a new hearing for Thursday
in a case that has drawn international
attention.

But the judge insisted there had to be
“new and powerful” evidence to reverse
earlier rulings that barred Charlie from
traveling abroad for treatment and authorized
London’s Great Ormond Street Hospital to
take him off life support.

“There is not a person alive who would
not want to save Charlie,” Francis said. “If
there is new evidence I will hear it.”

Charlie suffers from mitochondrial
depletion syndrome, a rare genetic disease
that has left him brain damaged and unable
to breathe unaided. His parents want to
bring him abroad for experimental therapy,
which they say offers their son a chance of
improvement.

But British and European courts have
sided with the hospital’s decision that the
11-month-old’s life support should end,
saying therapy would not help and would
cause more suffering.

The re-opening of the case at London’s
High Court may allow Charlie to receive the
experimental treatment at his current hospital
or abroad.

FBI arrests Hawaii-based

soldier on terror charges

HONOLULU (AP) — An active duty
Army soldier has been arrested by the FBI
in Hawaii on terrorism charges after he
allegedly attempted to provide classified
documents and a drone to the Islamic State
group, officials said Monday.

A criminal complaint filed by the FBI said
Ikaika Kang attempted to provide classified
and unclassified military documents and a
drone to the organization. It said Kang also
tried to teach the group combat techniques.

FBI spokesman Arnold Laanui said
SWAT team special agents arrested the
34-year-old on Saturday. Laanui said Kang is
scheduled for an initial appearance in federal
court on Monday afternoon.

His military service record said Kang
was an air traffic control operator at Wheeler
Army Airfield. His rank was sergeant first
class.

Kang enlisted in the Army in December
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