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Legislature adjourns contentious session

By KRISTENA HANSEN
Associated Press

SALEM — The Oregon
Legislature has adjourned the
2017 session—a contentious,
nearly six-month period that
saw lawmakers pass a range
of new laws including a major
transportation infrastructure
package, restrictions on
guns and tobacco, expanded
health care for undocumented
immigrants, mandated cost-
free abortions and a balanced
2017-19 budget.

The session officially
wrapped up Friday by a vote
in both chambers to adjourn
“Sine Die,” a Latin phrase
marking the end of their time
in Salem for the year. With
the constitutionally-required
deadline of July 10, adjourn-
ment came three days ahead
of schedule.

It began in early February
when the state’s budget
hole stood at $1.8 billion,
but progress stalled early
on due to gridlock between
Democrats and Republicans
over a tax hike on businesses
that resembled labor unions’
Measure 97 and ultimately
failed late last month.

While lawmakers eventu-
ally balanced the state’s $21
billion operating budget and
passed several major policies,
changes to the state’s pension
system, tax structure and
health care plans, among

other things, were delayed for
another year.

That may ignite ballot
fights next year by special
interests,  including  the
same labor unions who
backed Measure 97, while
new legislation such as the
transportation package and
a multimillion-dollar health
care tax to fund Medicaid
may also be derailed by
voters in 2018.

“We began the session with
the most aggressive agenda in
my legislative career,” Senate
President Peter Courtney, the
Legislature’s longest-serving
member, said in a statement.
“We had some satisfying
wins. We structurally changed
key ways in which we budget.
We enacted a budget-saving
provider tax. We passed the
largest transportation plan
in state history. We also had
losses. We did not reach
an agreement on (pension)
reform. We did not reform
our revenue system. At best,
our successes are tempered
by disappointment.”

Last month the Demo-
cratic-controlled Legislature
approved a  record-$8.2
billion funding package
for Oregon’s public school
system — up 11 percent from
the previous biennium. For
most of the state’s 200 or so
districts, it’s enough money to
keep current services going.
But others say they needed at

least another $200 million to
avoid scaling back programs
and up to 1,500 staff positions
mostly through normal attri-
tion and retirements.

A $670 million-tax package
on hospitals and insurers was
also passed last month to close
a major chunk of the budget
deficit, spare the shuttering
of a mental health hospital in
Junction City and maintain
health coverage for thousands
of Medicaid recipients. That
package, however, may
be thrown in limbo should
three Republican lawmakers
succeed in referring it to the
ballot.

If they do, voters would
decide its fate during a
special election in January
— a last-minute maneuver by
Democrats that exacerbated
tensions in the final days with
Republicans, who blasted
it as an attempt to sway the
outcome.

“Democrats voted to rob
us of our referendum rights
and they will be hijacking
future elections with voter
suppression enshrined in state
law,” said Senate Republican
Minority Leader Ted Ferrioli,
“Republicans have a great
deal to be upset with this
session ... (Democrats) also
passed the most extreme
abortion funding law in the
nation to force taxpayers
to pay against their will for
other people’s late-term and

sex-selective abortions.”

Ferrioli was referring
to this week’s passage of
a several bills concerning
undocumented residents amid
President Donald Trump’s
immigration crackdown
attempts, such as strength-
ening Oregon’s sanctuary
laws and funding health care
for more than 14,000 Oregon
children who were brought
to the U.S. illegally. Undoc-
umented residents will also
be able to access cost-free
abortions and other reproduc-
tive care under another bill
that mandates local insurance
companies to cover abortions
and other services at no cost
to the patient.

“The message of this
legislative session is this:
In Oregon, Democrats are
fighting to improve the lives
of everyone who calls this
great state home,” said House

Majority Leader Jennifer
Williamson.

House Republican
Minority ~ Leader  Mike

McLane says the session
will be marked by lack of
leadership.

“Passage of the transpor-
tation package was among
few positive highlights this
session,” McLane said. “In
the end, the 2017 session
will be remembered more
for missed opportunities and
our failure to get our state’s
financial house in order.”

Lawmakers approve

state REA

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A bill to give
Oregonians a voluntary path
to upgrade their state-issued
driver’s  license
or ID card to
federal standards
is headed to Gov.
Kate Brown for a
signature.

The bill was
sponsored by
Sen. Bill Hansell
(R-Athena) and
Rep. Greg Barreto
(R-Cove).

The House of
Representatives
voted 56-to-1 to
pass Senate Bill
374  Thursday.
The Senate passed
the bill 28-to-2
June 26.

The upgraded
identification will
be necessary as
soon as 2018 to
board domestic commercial
flights and enter any federal
facility, including Bonne-
ville Dam or a federal court
house. Without compliant
state-issued ID, travelers
will instead have to use a
passport or other federally
approved form of ID.

The bill will keep the
state’s “engines of travel

Hansell

Barreto

L ID bill

and commerce going,”
said Rep. Mike Nearman,
R-Independence.

The Oregon Legislature
long resisted more stringent
requirements by the federal
government  for
state identification
cards, known as
REAL ID.

The state
Legislature passed
a law in 2009 that
prohibits state
officials from
spending money
to comply with the
federal law unless
the federal govern-
ment reimburses
the state for the
cost. Lawmakers
also had privacy
concerns  about
some of the federal
requirements.

The
already
received three
extensions for
complying with the law. The
last extension expires Oct.
10. State officials have said
Oregon would be unlikely
to receive another extension
without passing the bill.

Under the bill, the
earliest Oregonians will be
able to obtain a REAL ID
is July 1, 2020, Nearman
said.

state
has

Timber company sues state over nixed sale of Elliott

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A Roseburg
timber company is suing the
Department of State Lands
and the State Land Board
for about $3.3 million for
backing out of the sale of the
Elliott State Forest.

Lone Rock Resources,
which until May was posi-
tioned to buy an 82,500-acre
swath of the state forest near
the southwest Oregon coast
for $220.8 million, claims
that when the state canceled
its plan to sell the forest, it
“materially (breached) the
agreement and understand-
ings of the parties.”

The Elliott is a state trust
land, which means that the
state is required to generate
revenue from it for the
Common School Fund, an
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endowment for K-12 educa-
tion in Oregon.

For years, logging on
the forest had provided that
revenue. But recently, due to
more stringent enforcement
of environmental regula-
tions and protections for

endangered species, the state
struggled to make money off
the land.

So the land board — the
governor, secretary of state,
and treasurer — sought to
sell it to a private or public
entity and embarked on a
detailed process to try to find
a buyer.

Last fall, Lone Rock was
the sole company to propose
buying the forest for the price
the state set: $220.8 million.

The company alleges it
spent about $1.3 million to
comply with the protocol the
state had set up for selling the
forest, and seeks that amount
in damages, plus interest,
as well as lost opportunity
damages of $2 million.

The company also argues
that it was reasonable to
assume that the state would
comply with its obligations

to make money from the
Common School Fund land,
which are laid out in the
state’s constitution.

Since Lone Rock
submitted a plan for buying
the forest last fall, political
opposition to the sale
mounted until the State Land
Board withdrew from the
sale process altogether in
May.

The Department of State
Lands, through a spokes-
woman, said that it does
not comment on current or
possible litigation.

On Friday, the Oregon
Legislature approved about
$100 million in bonding to
buy a part of the forest and
decouple it from its Common
School Fund obligations,
reflecting the suggestion of
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown,
the chair of the land board.

Iraq veteran
immigration

PORTLAND (AP) — A
Portland veteran who served
in Iraq has been detained by
federal immigration author-
ities and is being held at a
detention center in Tacoma,
Washington.

Rose Riley, an Immigra-
tions and Customs Enforce-
ment spokeswoman, told
The Oregonian/OregonLive
on Friday that 41-year-old
Chong Hwan Kim was
detained because of a recent
first-degree arson conviction.

Kim arrived in the
United States at age 5

detained by
officials

from South Korea with his
family.

He was warned by a
judge after his latest convic-
tion that his immigration
status could be in jeopardy
if he got into more legal
trouble.

KOIN-TV also reported
on Kim’s detention and says
he suffers from post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

Court records show
Kim has been convicted
of multiple crimes in the
past five years, including
robbery, burglary and arson.
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